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KABUL: More than 500 tons of peanuts have been harvest-
ed this year, in the eastern province of Nangarhar, the provincial
agriculture department said in a statement on Tuesday.

 “This year peanut was cultivated in more than 200 hectares
of land in different districts of the province, yielding up to 560
tons of peanuts this year, the statement said.

According to the statement, peanut processing factories in
Jalalabad city export peanuts after processing at a reasonable
price to different parts of the country and neighboring countries.

                                                      The Kabul Times

Over 500 tons of peanuts harvested in Nangarhar

KABUL: The country’s act-
ing Interior Minister Khalifa Sira-
juddin Haqqani in a meeting with
UN Secretary-General’s Deputy
Special Representative for Af-
ghanistan Markus Potzel said
that work was underway to find a
permanent solution for girl’s edu-
cation, in the country, the minis-
try said in a statement the other

Girls’ education needs permanent
solution: Khalifa Haqqani

day.
In the meeting, Potzel thanked

the leadership of the Ministry of
Interior for their cooperation and
the improvement of the security
situation and shared his concerns
with the Acting Minister about
women’s education and imposing
other restrictions, according to the
statement.

The IEA Interior Minister
Haqqani said that the leadership
of the Islamic Emirate of Afghan-
istan was committed to the wel-
fare and prosperity of the peo-
ple.

“Efforts are being made to
permanently address the prob-
lems and a reasonable solution
would be made under the Sharia

KABUL: The country’s Na-
tional Defense Minister, Mawlavi
Mohammad Yaqoob Mujahid re-
jected Islamabad’s interior minis-
ter’s claims that the Tehrik-e-Tal-
iban Pakistan (TTP) had safe ha-
vens inside Afghanistan, a state-
ment from the ministry’s press
office said Monday.

The IEA Defense Minister
asked the Pakistani officials to
solve their problems through dip-
lomatic channels and avoid such
provocative and baseless claims
that would have negative impact
on both friend and neighboring
countries’ relations, the statement
quoted.

According to the statement,

Pakistani minister’s statement
‘provocative, baseless’, MoD

Afghanistan is an independent
country and has always defended
its territorial integrity.

The Pakistan’s interior minis-
ter in an interview with a local TV
has said that if Kabul let the TTP
use the Afghan soil to attack Pa-
kistan, Islamabad would carry out
airstrikes on their shelters in Af-
ghanistan, the statement quoted.

Meanwhile, a number of po-
litical experts have said, the state-
ment of Pakistani minister was
completely against the interna-
tional standards and the two coun-
tries should solve their problems
through diplomatic ways.

“A country can attack when
it is being attacked by another

country,” the statement quoted
political experts as saying.

This is not the first time, ac-
cusations are made against Af-
ghanistan, particularly, after the
takeover of the country by the
Islamic Emirate, Islamabad has
always made the claim that Af-
ghanistan was harboring anti-Pa-
kistan militant groups inside its
territory, but always the IEA
wants to reaffirm its commitment
that it would be take any possible
step to prevent any activities
threatening the security of the
neighboring and the regional coun-
tries.

Mohammad Daud

BAZARAK: The Islamic Emirate
of Afghanistan security forces seized
various weapons and ammunition in
Panjshir province, the other day, ac-
cording to a statement from the pro-
vincial police office.

The seized weapons included one
RPG-7, machine gun, pestles and AK-
47, which have been discovered dur-
ing a series of search operations in dif-
ferent parts of the province, said the
statement.

The provincial security personnel,
during a clean-up operation in the past,
had discovered a large amount of weapons and ammunition in cooperation with the local people.

                                                                                                                         The Kabul Times

Weapons, ammunition
discovered in Panjshir

KABUL: Supreme Leader of
the Islamic Emirate of Afghani-
stan, Mullah Hibatullah Akhun-
dzada, held a consultative meet-
ing with the heads, deputies and
secretarial officials of the Council
of scholars of Kandahar, Helmand,
Zabul, Nimroz, Farah, Paktika
and Paktia provinces.

In the meeting, the Deputy
Minister of Hajj and Religious
Affairs, the Supreme Court Dep-
uty and some members of the
Religious Publications Supervi-
sion and Inspection Agency have
also attended, the statement said.

The Supreme Leader called
consultation important under the
Islamic teachings and added con-
sultation could bring unity and
consensus among Muslims, ac-
cording to the statement.

The Supreme Leader praised
the activities of the religious schol-
ars and said: “Many problems of
the people have been addressed
by the councils and they should
always pay attention to the peo-
ple’s problems and pay more at-
tention to their responsibilities in

 IEA Supreme Leader meets
some provincial religious scholars

this regard.” “Religious scholars
are the group whose responsibili-
ty does not end until the Day of
Resurrection,” the statement quot-
ed. Meanwhile, religious scholars
shared details about the council’s

responsibilities and also shared
some other issues and suggestions
with the IEA Supreme Leader.

According to a statement, the
scholars have provided important
consultation on establishing a per-

rules and based on the country’s
accepted tradition and culture,”
according to the statement.

The UN Secretary General’s
special representative and his led
delegation has also met with some

of the IEA senior officials, the
statement said.

The Kabul Times

manent relationship between the
Islamic Emirate and the people,
addressing people’s problems,
bringing reforms in provincial in-
stitutions and further develop-
ment. The Kabul Times

KABUL: Prime Minister of
the Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan
Mullah Mohammad Hassan
Akhund chaired the Cabi-
net Meeting the other day,
the PM office said in a
statement.

The meeting approved
the proposal of the Minis-
try of Industry and Com-
merce, according to which
domestic products should
be used as much as possi-
ble in all agencies of the Is-
lamic Emirate.

“The Ministries of In-
formation and Culture, Hajj
and Religious Affairs, Edu-
cation, Higher Education
and other related organs and
departments should inform
the people about the use of
domestic products and the
Ministry of Commerce and
Industry should encourage
the owners of factories for
quality products,” accord-
ing to the statement.

Also, the cabinet meeting as-
signed a delegation under the chair-
manship of the Deputy Minister

All departments should use
domestic products, cabinet meeting

of Public Works and the Deputy
Minister of Transportation and
Civil Aviation, the Deputy Attor-

ney General and technical persons
to observe the Salang Highway
closely and to prepare a plan to
address traffic problems and share

the report with the next cabinet
meeting.

Meanwhile, the committee has
been tasked to con-
sider the connec-
tion of the alterna-
tive transit road for
the Salang pass to
the northern coun-
try’s provinces and
that how long it
will take to com-
plete the project
and with what fa-
cilities, according
to the statement. In
the meeting, the
proposals of the
Ministry of Econ-
omy regarding the
revival and activa-
tion of cold stores
were confirmed,
and the Ministries
of Industry and
Commerce, Fi-
nance, Economy,

Agriculture and other related bod-
ies should take the necessary
steps in this field.

The Kabul Times

KABUL: The Islamic Emir-
ate of Afghanistan wants peace-
ful relations with all its neighbor-
ing countries, including Pakistan
and believes in all the ways that
can lead to achieve this goal, IEA
spokesman Zabihullah Mujahid
wrote in his official twitter ac-
count.

“Recently, Pakistani officials
have been making false statements
about Afghanistan, which we call

Pakistan’s assertion is
regrettable: IEA Spokesman

regrettable.
 The Islamic Emirate is trying

its best not to use the territory of
Afghanistan against Pakistan or
any other country,” Mujahid said.

“We are committed to this goal
but the Pakistani side also has a
responsibility to resolve the situ-
ation, avoid baseless talks and
provocative ideas, because such
talks and mistrust are not in the
interest of the two nations” said

the spokesman.
As the Islamic Emirate values

peace and stability in Afghanistan,
it wants peace and stability for
the entire region and continues its
efforts in this regard, he said.

Former president of the coun-
try, Hamid Karzai has also react-
ed to the recent Pakistani national
security meeting chaired by Pak
Prime Minister Shahbaz Sharif
and said: “Both countries people

are friends, but the current situa-
tion and insecurity are the result
of the Pakistani government’s in-
correct policy.”

“In order to effectively fight
insecurity, Pakistan should revise
its policy of the past few decades,
avoid threat and tension and re-
sume the best ways for restoring
peace and security in the region,”
said Hamid Karzai the former pres-
ident. The Kabul Times

KABUL: Food production
factory costing two million Af-
ghani (22,419 U.S. dollar) has been
established by a woman in the
country’s northern province of
Baghlan, Bakhtar News Agency
reported Tuesday.

Zarmina Nawabi, owner of the

Woman builds food production
factory in Baghlan

Khurasan Factory told the agen-
cy that the factory will provide
different types of spices and can-
dies and assured that all materials
used in the factory were domestic
and high quality.

Nawabi expressed pleasure
for providing scores of women

with job opportunity in the fac-

tory and called on Afghans to use

domestic products and also asked

the responsible organs to pave the

way for businesswomen activities

in the country.

The Kabul Times

“We are committed to this goal but the Pakistani side also has a responsibility to
resolve the situation, avoid baseless talks and provocative ideas, because such
talks and mistrust are not in the interest of the two nations” said the spokesman.
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“Hijab has direct link to morality of individu-
als in society.”

Food for thought
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Possible coal-fired power gen-
eration will help address the short-
age of electricity in Afghanistan,
while there are several coal mines
that can provide sufficient coal to
generate electricity.

 In recent days, Chinese in-
vestors have visited Afghanistan
and shown willingness to invest
in coal-fired power in the coun-
try.  Da Afghanistan Breshna Sher-
kat (DABS), the only country’s
power distributor, has recently
said that Chinese investors have
expressed willingness to invest in
coal-fired power in Afghanistan.

A spokesperson of the coun-
try’s power distributer has told
The Kabul Times that the Chi-
nese investors have shown their
interest in investment in the re-
spective sector.

“The technical delegations of

Coal-fired power generation to address
shortage of electricity in Afghanistan

DABS and China through joint
meetings will discuss all issues on
how to produce electricity from
coal and the result of the meetings
will be shared with the authori-
ties of the Islamic Emirate,” said
Hekmatullah Maiwandi, the
DABS spokesperson adding the
investment will produce 500
megawatts of electricity.

This comes amid of concerns
and complaints that have raised
recently in connection with the
shortage of electricity in the coun-
try. If the Islamic Emirate goes for
coal-fired power, Afghanistan will
soon reach in sufficiency in terms
of electricity as the country has
sufficient coal mines that can pro-
vide the necessary coal to provide
electricity to private manufactur-
ing companies.

Currently, Afghanistan is fac-

ing with shortage of electricity that
has created challenges for both the
people and owners of manufac-
turing companies.

Da Afghanistan Breshna Shar-
kat (DABS) is making effort to
reduce in load-shedding of elec-
tricity in the country particularly
in Kabul, the capital.

DABS has provided further
details in connection with the
Chinese side start investing in
coal-fired power in the country.

Afghanistan imports most of
its necessary electricity from its
neighbors as Tajikistan,
Uzbekistan,Turkmanistan and
Iran.

In another move, Ministry of
Water and Energy of Afghanistan
has extended contact for the ex-
tension of importing electricity
from Uzbekistan for another year.

A delegation of The Islamic
Emirate of Afghanistan led by
minister of water and energy
Mawlavi Abdul Latif Mansour
has paid a visit to Uzbekistan to
discuss the issue of electricity with
the Uzbek authorities.

The country’s ministry of
energy and water has said in its
recent statement that an agreement
for importing of electricity to Af-
ghanistan for the year 2023 has
been signed with the Uzbek au-
thorities. According to the state-
ment, Uzbekistan will provide
450 megawatts of electricity to
Afghanistan during winter.

Afghanistan needs 1,600
megawatts of electricity with 30
percent of it provided from inter-
nal sources and the rest from im-
ported power from neighboring
countries. Shukria Kohistani

“The technical delegations of DABS and China through joint meetings will discuss
all issues on how to produce electricity from coal and the result of the meetings will be
shared with the authorities of the Islamic Emirate,” said Hekmatullah Maiwandi, the
DABS spokesperson adding the investment will produce 500 megawatts of electricity.

Afghanistan

 Militancy

An announcement by the Ministry of Higher Education of the
Islamic Emirate, few days ago, on temporal ban on girls’ educa-
tion concerned some groups and individuals who have already
opposed the Islamic system.

They unknowingly, reacted against the ban without focusing if
the plan was temporal and the next announcement would tackle
all issues pertaining the education curriculums which is hoped to
cover female education as well.

Yesterday (Tuesday), the country’s ministry of higher educa-
tion announced that all issues relating to higher education, would
be addressed through a meeting held at the ministry’s meeting
hall.

The ministry assured that a new curriculum within which, both
religious and modern subjects could be taught, would arranged in
the near future and the issue would permanently be addressed.

As the minister further said, revision of the curriculum and
attention to progress is necessary for our society and is the way
forward.

A curriculum, based on religious and national values and inter-
national educational norms, which, the minister has promised to
implement, is the most important, as the past governments have
failed to maintain and take in mind the most important issue.

The lecturers of the university, some, reportedly resigned from
their works in a so-called protest against girls’ education ban, at
the Kabul University, should not be deceived by vicious groups
who want to spread western countries’ commonplace culture and
those who have already been against the Islamic system and full
implementation of the Islamic teachings.

They should exercise patience and wait for the next decision of
the religious scholars who are busy working on the new curricu-
lum and it is the most important to include modern subjects in the
new academic curriculum.

All national values and international norms including quality,
balance and other necessary criteria would be considered in the
new inclusive curriculum.

What is the most important is that no one including university
lecturers, schoolteachers and ordinary people should react quickly
against what they hear from the organs concerned as they may
seek effective and helpful ideas for what they wanted to be ap-
plied for all their daily works and regulations.

The new curriculum, based on the Islamic teachings, is hoped
to cover both male and female students as there is a need for
women to learn issues about their religion and issues under the
holy sharia.

New university curriculum to include
both religious, modern subjects
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India has once said that the
country’s reconstruction work
has faced with some obstacles in
Afghanistan.  Not, hopes have in-
creased that the country would
like to resume work in its stalled
projects in Afghanistan. Mean-
while, officials for the Ministry
of Economy of the Islamic Emir-
ate Afghanistan (IEA) say India
officials have assured of resump-
tion of work in some stalled
projects in Afghanistan.

“Based on previous contract,
India had financially funded 577
development projects in Afghani-
stan, where some of the projects
have not been completed yet and
work on them has been stalled for
the past 18 months,” said Abdul
Rahman Habib, a spokesperson
to the ministry of economy.

According to the MoE
spokesperson, 70 percent of the
Indian development projects are

India to resume work on
stalled projects in Afghanistan

in remote areas of Afghanistan’s
34 provinces.  He said there have
been construction projects of
schools, hospitals, health clinics,
student hostels, local institutes’
buildings, protective walls, roads,
water supply networks and rec-
reational parks and stadiums.  In
August 2022, Ministry of Foreign
Affairs of the IEA said India’s dip-
lomatic presence in the country
would result in the completion of
“unfinished projects” that New
Delhi had initiated and the com-
mencement of new ones.

In early December 2022, the
Ministry of Urban Development
and Lands said that the Indian
charges d’affaires, Bharat Kumar,
expressed interest in the improve-
ment of relations and the resump-
tion of stalled projects in the coun-
try.

Kumar made the remarks dur-
ing a meeting with the Minister of

Urban Development and Lands,
Hamdullah Nomani.

 According to the ministry, it
is expected that India will resume
work on at least 20 projects in
several provinces of the country.

Afghan economic experts be-
lieve that the resumption of Indi-
an work in stalled projects in Af-
ghanistan will result in the im-
provement of relations between
the two countries.

“Launching various develop-
ment projects in Afghanistan par-
ticularly the resumption of Indi-
an reconstruction projects is key
for the improvement of the coun-
try’s economy and creating em-
ployment for Afghanistan,” said
Abdul Nasir Rishtia, an Afghan
economic expert.

He said that Afghanistan econ-
omy depends to international as-
sistance; therefore, the resumption
of the Indian stalled projects in

Afghanistan would provide job
opportunities for the people.

Currently, New Delhi has been
pitching for the providing unim-
peded humanitarian aid to Afghan-
istan to address the unfolding hu-
manitarian crisis in the country.

India extended humanitarian
assistance to the Afghan people
and it has already dispatched sev-
eral shipments of humanitarian
assistance consisting of 20,000
metric tons of wheat, 13 tons of
medicines, 500,000 doses of COV-
ID-19 vaccine and winter cloth-
ing. These consignments were
handed over to the India Gandhi
Children Hospital in Kabul and
UN agencies including the World
Health Organization (WHO) and
the World Food Program.

Furthermore, India has also
shipped more medical assistance
and food grains to Afghanistan.

Shukria Kohistani
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Food security refers to one’s
access to safe and nutritious food.
It is a multidimensional concept
that looks at different food sys-
tem elements, including produc-
tion, processing, distribution, and
consumption. Food security cov-
ers all access points, from physi-
cal to economic and social access
to food supplies.

Food security is considered as
important for the security and sta-
bility of a country. Without food
security, efforts towards main-
taining stability are incomplete as
it is not possible to protect and
develop the system with physi-
cal strength alone.

If physical strength plays
some role in the protection of
countries, food security acts as
lungs, blood and kidneys. There
will be no security in a country
unless there is food security.

The West imposes economic
sanctions on Muslim countries
and nations that do not adhere to
their culture and model to exert
pressure or create possible food
security gaps so that the people
stand against their systems and
create gaps between the govern-
ments and people.

Food insecurity creates chal-
lenges, paves the way for cooper-

Importance of food security &
way to improve it in Afghanistan

ation and increases poverty,
which can weaken the system and
provide ground for foreign inter-
ferences. Lack of food security
roots out the system as increas-
ing poverty makes human being
turn to any wrongdoings.

The lack of food safety or se-
curity in a country has very bad
effects from corruption, because
corruption only weakens the sys-
tem, but poverty and hunger open
the way for foreign interference
in addition to weakening the sys-
tem. The lack of food security
destroys the roots of a strong sys-
tem, because in a state of hunger
and thirst, people resort to any
action.

Afghanistan with its vast ag-
ricultural fields and water resourc-
es can easily achieve food securi-
ty, but due to wars and insecurity
in the last four decades, no prin-
cipal work has been done for food
security. Now that an indepen-
dent Islamic system has been es-
tablished in Afghanistan and se-
curity has been ensured unprece-
dentedly across the country, the
government and the private sec-
tor should work together and make
efforts for the development of the
country. Construction work on
Qush Tipa Canal can help in main-

taining food security in the coun-
try.

Another best and shortest
way is to industrialize agriculture
in Afghanistan, launch training
seminars for farmers to increase
yields, provide improved seeds
and chemical fertilizers, provide
water supply system according to
international standards and in
terms of production, the priori-
ties of Afghanistan’s environment
should be taken into consider-
ation.

In order for Afghanistan not
to face a shortage of food in any
quarter of the year, it is impor-
tant to build green and cold rooms
in every region. This will not only
help maintain food security in each
season but also help farmers make
lots of money good and this way
drive the country towards self-
sufficiency.

Maintaining food security is
not only the responsibility of the
Ministry of Agriculture, Irrigation
and Livestock (MAIL) but the
responsibility of all government
agencies. The cabinet should take
this issue as serious, allocate bud-
get, and persuade national and in-
ternational companies to invest on
maintaining food security in the
country. Abu Sufia

The people of Afghanistan
have always defended their coun-
try’s territorial and independence
on the course of history. In recent
days, Pakistani officials in their
remarks have signaled that Paki-
stan may attack on Afghanistan
soil to target Tehrik-e-Taliban Pa-
kistan (TTP) hideouts.

Pakistan’s Interior Minister
Rana Sanaullah in a recent inter-
view with a Pakistani news chan-
nel said that Islamabad may tar-
get Tehrik-e-Taliban Pakistan
(TTP) hideouts on Afghanistan
soil. Reacting to the statement the
Defense Ministry of the Islamic
Emirate of Afghanistan (IEA) said
it would not let anyone to attack
Afghanistan soil.

In a statement released by the
Ministry of Defense of the IEA
considered the assertion of the
Pakistani Interior Minister about
the presence of Tehrik-e-Taliban
Pakistan (TTP) in Afghanistan as
provocative and baseless.

“Afghanistan is not without
its owner, as always, we are ready
to defend the territorial integrity
and independence of our home-
land, and it is mentionable we have
a better experience than anyone
in defending and protecting our
country,” the statement said, add-
ing that Afghanistan is requesting
that any concerns and problems
should be resolved through diplo-
matic channels.

Meanwhile, in responding to
the assertion of the Pakistani in-
terior minister about the presence
of TTP in Pakistan and possible
attack on Afghanistan soil, the Is-
lamic Emirate spokesperson Zabi-
hullah Mujahid said that they
would not allow anyone to attack
Afghanistan, adding that the na-

Afghans always ready to defend
Afghanistan’s territorial
integrity & independence

tion wants good relations with
Pakistan and Islamabad’s officials
should use caution while speak-
ing.

“No country has the right to
attack another nation’s territory.
There is no legislation in the world
that permits such a transgression.
If anyone has any worries, they
should share them with the Islamic
Emirate since it has sufficient forc-
es and can take action,” he said.

A number of Afghan experts
call on both sides to negotiate and
address the tensions through dip-
lomatic channels.

“A logical word is to address
the ongoing tension through dip-
lomatic channels,” said Sayed
Akbar Agha, an Afghan expert.

He said that the Islamic Emir-

ate of Afghanistan would not al-
low any group to use its soil
against any country, adding that
the country would not allow any
country to attack any targets in
its soil.

Pakistan has recently faced
with a range of attacks mostly
carried out by Tehrik-e-Taliban
Pakistan (TTP). The group is be-
lieved to be active in most areas
on the other side of the Durand
Line. It is good for Pakistan to
address the issue with Afghani-
stan side through diplomatic chan-
nel. The Islamic Emirate of Af-
ghanistan (IEA) has always as-
sured the world including Pakistan
that no group will be allowed to
use Afghanistan soil against other
countries.  Saida Ahmadi

Kabul Municipality has in-
formed of continuation of con-
struction work on 40 projects in
Kabul city. A representative of
Kabul municipality Nimatullah
Barakzai has told The Kabul
Times correspondent that con-
struction work on various projects
are underway in the city.

“Construction of streets,
roads, bridges, canals, administra-
tive buildings and trade markets
and others are parts of develop-
ment projects that are underway
in various parts of Kabul city,”
Barakzai said, adding that the
projects are being implemented by
Kabul Municipality and private
sector.

“At the beginning of the year,
we had announced 181 projects
that there are more completed
projects and currently 30 to 40
projects are being worked on,
which are different projects,” Bar-
akzai added.

Construction work on a 60-
meter road in Qala-e-Zaman Khan
in the 16th district, the connect-
ing road between sections B and
C of Khushal Khan Mena in the
fifth district, the road from Wazir
Mohammad Akbar Khan to Qala-
e-Musa in the 10th district, a road
from Amnyat township to Qala-
e-Zaman Khan in the 16th district
and work on road connecting to
hill of Maranjan  (Tapa Maran-
jan) in the 16th district are the
projects that are underway in the
city.

Meanwhile, Kabul Munici-
pality says it has already started
work to decorate all the city’s in-
tersections with various sculp-
tures, and so far it has decorated
more than twenty of the city’s

Construction work on dozens
of projects underway in Kabul

squares with various objects.
According to Barakzai, about

105 projects most of which have
been completed and some are un-
derway.  In addition to construct-
ing facades at the capital’s squares,
the municipality is trying to find
solutions to reduce traffic in the
city.

On the other hand, some
members of the private sector who
have invested in the production
of construction materials in the

country call on the Kabul Munic-
ipality to increase the use of do-
mestic products in construction
projects so that products pro-
duced by domestic manufacturers
can also find a market.

Kabul resident are happy of
recent construction works that are
implemented by Kabul municipal-
ity in various parts of the city.
Kabul Municipality calls on all
citizens in the city to cooperate

with Kabul Municipality in the
implementation of the city’s re-
construction projects as well as
beatification and decoration of the
city. Kabul municipality has also
reported that its developing plans
will be implemented during the
coming solar year 1402. Despite
decades of fighting and war in Af-
ghanistan, Kabul city is still shin-
ing bright and look beautiful.

Samiullah Momand
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Australia has introduced
COVID-19 testing for travellers
from China despite the country’s
top medical official advising
against the move, a newly released
letter shows.

In a letter sent to Health Min-
ister Mark Butler on Saturday,
Australia’s Chief Medical Officer
Paul Kelly said he did not believe
there was a public health justifi-
cation for introducing new travel
requirements for arrivals from
China.

Kelly said Australia’s high lev-
el of vaccination and prior infec-
tion, and the fact that the BF.7
Omicron subvariant that appeared
to be driving cases in China was
already circulating in the country,
among other reasons, meant there
was not “sufficient public health
rationale” for new travel rules.

There was a “strong consen-
sus” among health officials in the
Australian states and New Zealand
that restrictions on travel from
China would be “inconsistent
with the current national approach
to the management of COVID-19
and disproportionate to the risk,”
he said. Kelly recommended that,
instead of travel restrictions, the
government consider expanding
wastewater testing, introducing
volunteer sampling for interna-
tional arrivals, and improving fol-
low-up of people who test posi-
tive for COVID-19 and have a re-
cent history of overseas travel.

Despite the advice, Butler
announced the following day that
travellers from China, including
Hong Kong and Macau, would be

Australia’s COVID tests for
China went against health advice

required to produce a negative
COVID result within 48 hours of
travel.

Butler said he made the deci-
sion “out of an abundance of cau-
tion, taking into account the dy-
namic and evolving situation in
China and the potential for new
variants to emerge in an environ-
ment of high transmission”.

Butler said at the time he had
been “briefed extensively” by
Kelly but did not go into details
about the nature of the advice he
received. Butler has since defend-
ed the measures as “very mod-
est” and a “balanced decision”.

Kelly’s letter to Butler was

released on the website of Aus-
tralia’s Department of Health and
Aged Care late on Monday night.

Australia’s move followed the
introduction of similar measures
by the United States, the United
Kingdom, South Korea, India, Ja-
pan, Taiwan, Italy, France and
Spain.

Canada on Saturday also an-
nounced it would begin testing
arrivals from China from January
5.

Authorities have pointed to
concerns that surging cases in
China following Beijing’s disman-
tling of its tough “zero-COVID”
policy could lead to the emergence

of new and more dangerous vari-
ants.

Some health experts have crit-
icised the testing requirements,
arguing they will do little to stop
the spread of new variants and risk
stoking xenophobia.

China has criticised the test-
ing rules as “unnecessary”, while
Chinese state-run media has blast-
ed the measures as “unfounded”
and “discriminatory”.

China is set to lift its manda-
tory quarantine for arrivals from
January 8 after three years of strict
border controls, but will continue
to subject all arrivals to COVID
testing. aljazeera

Singapore’s economy has
grown more than expected in 2022,
according to government figures.

The Southeast Asian city-
state’s economy grew 3.8 percent
last year, preliminary figures from
the Ministry of Trade and Indus-
try showed on Tuesday. The gov-
ernment had forecast growth of
3.5 percent, down from 7.6 per-
cent in 2021.

Growth, however, was
weighed down by a 3.0 percent
contraction in the key manufac-
turing sector in the final three
months of the year.

Growth in the fourth quarter
came in at 2.2 percent, sharply
down from 4.2 percent in July-
September, according to the data.

Exports for computer chips
and other products have been hit
by softer global demand caused
by surging inflation and sharp in-
creases in interest rates.

The city-state’s economic
performance is often seen as a
useful barometer of the global en-
vironment because of its reliance
on trade with the rest of the world.

IMF Managing Director Kri-
stalina Georgieva on Sunday
warned that 2023 will be a “tough

Singapore’s economy
beats forecasts with

3.8% growth in 2022
year” for the global economy,
with one-third of economies ex-
pected to be in recession.

Singaporean Prime Minister
Lee Hsien Loong warned in his
New Year’s message that growth
this year is expected to ease to
between 0.5 and 2.5 percent.

“The international outlook
remains troubled. The Russia-
Ukraine conflict continues, with
no good outcome in sight,” he said.

Capital Economics said the
economy is likely to struggle,
which means the Monetary Au-
thority of Singapore is unlikely
to tighten monetary policy in
2023.

The central bank tightened its
foreign exchange-based monetary
policy four times last year to fight
rampant inflationary pressures.

“Looking ahead, we think
growth is likely to weaken fur-
ther. Exports are likely to fall fur-
ther if, as we expect, the global
economy enters a recession in
2023,” Capital Economics said.

“Elevated interest rates, de-
clining household savings and high
inflation are likely to drag on do-
mestic demand.”

      aljazeera

Two children have been killed
and five other civilians wounded
in a blast in a village in Indian-
administered Kashmir, a day af-
ter assailants sprayed bullets to-
wards a row of homes in the same
area, leaving at least four dead,
police said.

The blast occurred near one
of the houses targeted overnight
on Monday in Dhangri village in
the southern Rajouri district.

A five-year-old boy and a 12-
year-old girl died in the blast, of-
ficials said, adding that the injured
were being treated at a hospital.

On Sunday night, two gun-
men indiscriminately opened fire
at three houses in Dhangri, police
officer Mukesh Singh told report-
ers. He said four civilians were
killed and five others were wound-
ed.

Police blamed armed attack-
ers for carrying out the two at-
tacks at Dhangri, which is close
to the highly militarised Line of
Control that divides the disputed
Himalayan region between India
and Pakistan.

It was unclear whether the
explosive was left behind by the
attackers that struck on Sunday
night. Authorities rushed police
and soldiers to the area and were
searching for the attackers.

Dhangri is a Hindu-majority
village and all the victims in the
two incidents were Hindus.

Hundreds of people assem-
bled in Dhangri to protest against
the killings on Monday, chanting
slogans denouncing the attackers.

They kept the bodies of the
victims in a line in the main square
and refused to cremate them while
demanding that New Delhi’s top
administrator in the region, Manoj
Sinha, visit the village.

Two children
killed in

Kashmir blast
day after four
gunned down

The United States is not dis-
cussing joint nuclear exercises
with South Korea, US President
Joe Biden has said, appearing to
contradict remarks by his South
Korean counterpart, President
Yoon Suk-yeol, that Washington
and Seoul were in talks on exer-
cises involving US nuclear assets.

The South Korean president
said in a newspaper interview that
Seoul and Washington were in
“talks on joint planning and exer-
cises involving US nuclear assets
to counter North Korea’s nuclear
threats”.

Asked by reporters at the
White House on Monday if he was
currently discussing joint nuclear
exercises with South Korea, Biden
said, “No”.

President Yoon’s comments,
in an interview published in the
Chosun Ilbo newspaper on Mon-
day, come at a time of growing
tension with North Korea, which
test-launched an unprecedented
number of ballistic missiles in
2022 and has promised to robust-
ly counter what it views as mili-
tary planning by the US and South
Korea for a possible invasion.

In response to North Korea’s
sabre rattling, Yoon has taken an
increasingly tough stance and has
called for “war preparation” with
an “overwhelming” capability.

The newspaper quoted Yoon
as saying the joint planning and
exercises would be aimed at more
effective implementation of the
US “extended deterrence”, which
refers to the ability of the US mil-
itary — particularly its nuclear
forces — to deter attacks on US
allies.

To better respond to North
Korea’s nuclear threats, Seoul
wants to take part in the opera-
tion of US nuclear forces, Yoon

Biden denies US in talks on nuclear
exercises with South Korea

told the newspaper.
“The nuclear weapons belong

to the United States, but planning,
information sharing, exercises and
training should be jointly conduct-
ed by South Korea and the Unit-
ed States,” Yoon said, adding
Washington is also “quite posi-
tive” about the idea.

On Tuesday, Yoon’s senior
secretary for press affairs, Kim
Eun-hye, said that Biden had to
say no when asked such a direct
question on such a sensitive mat-
ter, according to South Korea’s
Yonhap press agency.

“When the Reuters reporter
asked him point blank if joint nu-
clear exercises were being dis-
cussed, President Biden obvious-
ly had to say, ‘No’,” Kim said in a
statement, according to Yonhap.

“South Korea and the United

States are in talks over informa-
tion-sharing, joint planning and
the joint implementation plans
that follow, in relation to the op-
eration of US nuclear assets, to
respond to North Korea’s nuclear
weapons,” she said.

The apparent contradictory
statement emerging from Seoul
and Washington appeared to
cause some confusion.

A senior Biden administration
official appeared to offer some
clarity in telling the Reuters news
agency that joint nuclear exercis-
es were not being planned with
South Korea because Seoul was
not a nuclear power.

The US and South Korea were
looking at enhanced information
sharing, expanding contingencies,
and table-top exercise eventually,
the official said, according to Re-

Investigators are still trying to work out what caused a deadly mid-air collision between two helicop-
ters on Australia's Gold Coast, officials say.

A British couple and two Australians died in the crash on Monday near the Sea World resort in
Queensland. Three others - including two children - were seriously injured in the crash.

Officials say it happened less than 20 seconds after one helicopter took off from a sandbar and
collided with another aircraft that
was landing.

"What we do need to know now
is what was occurring inside those
two cockpits at the time," air safe-
ty commissioner Angus Mitchell
said.

All those killed and critically
injured were in the ascending heli-
copter, which crashed within sec-
onds after its main rotor blade struck
the cockpit of the other aircraft.

English couple among victims
of Australian helicopter crash

The second helicopter landed
upright on the sandbank. bbc

uters.
Extended deterrence
The US has long had an ex-

tended deterrence dialogue with
Japan to talk about nuclear issues
and initiated the same dialogue
with South Korea in 2016, said
Thomas Countryman, the former
acting undersecretary of state for
arms control, who chaired the di-
alogue’s first meeting.

“It’s not immediately clear
what in President Yoon’s state-
ment is new and what is a rephras-
ing of things that are already hap-
pening,” Countryman said on
Monday in a phone interview.

Countryman said Yoon’s com-
ments, directed at the South Ko-
rean people, appeared to be in re-
sponse to what he called North
Korea’s provocations and rheto-
ric. aljazeera

Australia helicopter collision: We need to
know what happened in cockpits - officials

The ban on women driving in
Saudi Arabia was lifted just four
years ago. Now very soon the
women of this place will be seen
driving the bullet train. This dream
of women is going to come true
under the Vision-2030 of Crown
Prince and Prime Minister Mo-
hammed bin Salman.  Saudi Ara-
bian Railways (SAR) itself has
given information about this.
Along with this, a video of these
women bullet train drivers has also
been shared. The first batch of 32
women completed the training.
His first appointment has been
made in the bullet train running

Saudi women will run bullet train: the first
batch of 32 women ready after training,
first test between Mecca and Medina

between Mecca and Medina.  Sau-
di Arabian Railways informed
about the completion of training
of 32 women train drivers on so-
cial media. Along with this, a vid-
eo was also shared. In this, these
women are seen with their male
colleagues. This video has been
released on the first day of the
new year. In this a female driver
says – We are very happy to be a
part of this project. We are proud
that we got this opportunity.

After the training, now the
women in this batch will be seen
running the bullet train on the 453-
kilometer-long Harman High-

Speed Line. This line connects
Mecca and Medina.

In recent times, Saudi women
have played an important role in
improving the country’s economy
and now this trend is getting
stronger. This is also important
because, before 2018, women
were not even allowed to drive
here.  Crown Prince and Prime
Minister Mohammed bin Salman
launched Vision 2030 in 2016. Its
purpose is to reduce the depen-
dence of the country’s economy
on oil.  Under this, many such pro-
grams are being run, in which
women also have a big stake. Now
apart from government offices,
many women are working in the
private sector as well. His stake
in the education sector has also
increased rapidly.

At the beginning of 2022, 30
bullet train driver vacancies were
removed for women. Later it was
reduced to 32. 28 thousand wom-
en had applied for these 32 va-
cancies.

Last year, for the first time,
women took part in the camel
‘Ships of the Desert competition
in Saudi Arabia. There was a prize
of corers of rupees in this compe-
tition organized in Riyadh. 40
women took part in it.

According to a Brookings In-
stitution report, in 2018, women
employed in Saudi Arabia were
20%. At the end of 2020, this fig-
ure increased to 33%.
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