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AIBAK: Over 13,750 kilo-
grams of chemical substances used
in narcotics production have been
set on fire by the counter-drug
police of Samangan province, Ba-
khtar News Agency reported the
other day.

Samangan provincial head of
counter-narcotics told the state-
run agency that the security forc-
es had discovered and seized the
substances in different sites of the
province and then torched them,
the agency quoted.

Some people, allegedly in-
volved in dealing and trafficking
the drugs, have also been arrest-
ed, the agency said.

The Kabul Times

Large amounts of drugs
set ablaze in Samangan

KABUL: Office of the Depu-
ty Prime Minister for Economic
Affairs of the Islamic Emirate has
said in a statement that 2.7 billion

Over $2.5b collected in
revenue in ten months

U.S. dollars have been collected
in the last ten months.

“Due to firm management and
transparent process of revenue

collection, 2 billion and 700 mil-
lion U.S. dollars have been col-
lected in the last ten months,” the
statement said.

Although, Afghanistan’s as-
sets are frozen by the U.S., lots
of efforts have been made to pre-
vent the country’s banking sys-
tems from bankruptcy and to keep
the value of Afghani stable against
foreign currencies, according to
the statement.

The salaries of more than
800,000 government employees
are paid from domestic revenues
without foreign financial aids, the
statement added.

Meanwhile, the World Bank
(WB) recently released a report
on the economic situation of Af-
ghanistan saying that the prices
of food and fuel have recently
dropped, and the value of Afghani
against other currencies remained
stable.

According to the report, the
volume of exports has increased
significantly, the salaries of gov-
ernment employees have been
paid on time and there has been a
significant increase in revenue.

The Kabul Times

KABUL: The Ministry of
Economic of the Islamic Emirate
of Afghanistan (IEA) said the oth-
er day that Bagram military air-
base will be turned into an eco-
nomic center.

 “Due to its largest area and
proper location, the Bagram air-
field is suitable for economic zone
and the primary investigation for
launching practical work, has been
completed,” the statement quot-
ed the technical deputy economic

Bagram airfield to turn
into economic corridor

minister Abdul Latif Nazari as
saying. Meanwhile, the Afghani-
stan Chamber of Commerce and
Investment welcomed the plan of
the ministry of economy and said
that the air base was located close
to the country’s industrial parks;
therefore, turning it into an eco-
nomic zone will provide ground
for the development of the coun-
try’s domestic products.

“Bagram is both near to the
factories and industrial parks.

There are two or three parks lo-
cated in this area. Besides, there
are fruits and vegetables produced
in Kapisa, Parwan and Panjshir
provinces,” said Khanjan
Alokozai, a member of the Af-
ghanistan Chamber of Commerce
and Investment.  The U.S.-led
forces used the Bagram airport as
their military purposes from 2001
to 2021 and lots of military oper-
ations had been conducted from
there. The Kabul Times

We are saddened to learn that numerous people lost their lives and many others were injured by an
explosion in a mosque in Peshawar city, Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, on Monday.

IEA condemns attacks on worshipers on mosques and deems such actions in contradiction to teachings of
the Holy religion of Islam.

We ask Allah to forgive and grant paradise to the deceased and speedy recovery to the injured.
We extend our sympathies and condolences to the families and relatives of the victims.

Message of condolence by IEA-
MoFA regarding the deadly

attack on a mosque in Peshawar

KABUL: A number of Kabul
residents criticized the increase in
electricity bills in the last month.

They said that in the last
month, every 24 hours people
have electricity for only two
hours, but their electricity bills
have increased in comparison with
other months.

“We have electricity for one
hour, we can’t even charge our
phones, we don’t have power in
this harsh winter, this problem
covers the country, especially

Kabul residents complain about high electricity bills
Kabul,” said Roya, a Kabul resi-
dent.

“In the past month, we had
electricity for two hours at night,
we were just filling the water tank
but now the electricity bill comes
to 3500,” said Mansoor, a Kabul
resident.

Meanwhile, the former head
of Da Afghanistan Breshna Sher-
kat said that the reason for the
increasing electricity bill is the
people’s high use of electric ener-
gy and the estimation of the bill

by the employees of Breshna
Company. “There was a violation
by previous Breshna Sherkat em-
ployees; unfortunately, it’s still
happening now, in winter the high-
ways are not good, and employ-
ees can’t go everywhere and make
bill estimates,” said Amanullah
Ghalib, former head of DABS.

Meanwhile, Da Afghanistan
Breshna Sherkat rejects the extra
charge from electricity consumers.

“We call on people if they
have any doubt about their elec-

tricity bills to take a picture from
their meter and compare it with
their electricity bills, if there are
any problems share them with
us,” said Hekmatullah Akhundza-
da, Head of DABS.

Afghanistan buys a large part
of its electricity needs from Cen-
tral Asian countries and Iran, and
the recent electricity shortage in
Kabul and some provinces of the
country has aroused the criticism
of the citizens of the country.

Tolonews

KABUL: The country’s Ministry of Information and Culture and
the Kabul Municipality plan to reconstruct a number of historical
sites in Kabul, a statement from both sides said the other day.

The historical sites included Bagh-e-Babur, Bagh-e-Chehel Sotun
and Timur Shah Durrani Shrine in the capital Kabul, the statement
said.

Deputy Minister of Information and Culture for Art and Cultural
Affairs, Mawlavi Atiqullah Azizi said that in order to maintain the
country’s cultural heritages and historic relics reconstruction works
on a number of historical places were underway.

Also he thanked the Kabul Municipality’s cooperation in the
restoration of historic monuments and asked it to continue its neces-
sary cooperation in this regard, the statement quoted.

“Protection of historical and Islamic values are at the top priority
of the Kabul Municipality and we are committed to maintain the
cultural heritages and Islamic civilization”, Qari Wali Jawad head of
cultural affairs for the Kabul Municipality said as quoted by the
statement.

The Kabul Time

MoIC, Kabul Municipality
to reconstruct historic

sites in Kabul

KABUL: Afghan National
Standards Authority (ANSA) has
returned 4 low-quality oil tankers
of gasoline and diesel oil to Iran, a
statement from the office said the
other day.

“At least, 4 low-quality oil
tankers in Islam Qala port of Her-
at Province, which did not meet
the standards, were returned to
Iran,” the statement said.

The Afghanistan National
Standards Authority has taken
serious practical steps to prevent

ANSA returns 4
low-quality diesel
tankers to Iran

importing low-quality oils into
the country, the statement quot-
ed.

ANSA has asked all traders to
import quality oils and prevent
the import of low-quality fuel,
otherwise, they will be dealt with
according to the law.

According to the source, the
National Standards Authority had
previously returned dozens of
low-quality oil tankers to the re-
spective countries.

The Kabul Times



WEDNESDAY-FEBBRUARY 01, 2023Editorial & opinion
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It is determined that the
Bagram airbase will be changed to
an economic zone in the near fu-
ture as initial investigation into a
plan to change the base to an eco-
nomic zone has been completed
by the Ministry of Economy.

Abdul Latif Nazari, Deputy
Minister of Economy, has said
that the initial investigation into a
plan to turn Bagram Air Force
base into an economic zone has
been completed. He said that due
to its expanded area, Bagram was
a proper option for becoming an
economic zone.

 “The Bagram Air Base is a
proper place for becoming an eco-
nomic zone based on assessment.
It has both potentials for econom-
ic expansion and facilities,” he
said.

Meanwhile, Afghanistan
Chamber of Commerce and In-
vestment (ACCI) by welcoming
the plan of the ministry of econo-
my says the air base is located

A glance at Bagram airbase

close to the country’s industrial
parks; therefore, changing it to the
economic zone will provide
ground for the development of the
country’s domestic products.

“Bagram is both near to the
factories and industrial parks.
There are two or three parks lo-
cated in this area. Besides, there
are fruits and vegetables produced
in Kapisa, Parwan and Panjshir,”
said Khanjan Alokozai, a member
of the Afghanistan Chamber of
Commerce and Investment.

In the meantime, a number of
Afghan economists believe that the
only way to save the crisis of hun-
ger and poverty in Afghanistan is
to launch economic projects in the
country. According to the coun-
try’s economists, by launching
more economic projects in the
country, our people can get jobs
and poverty will be then rooted
out in the country.

“Fortunately, Afghanistan is
an agricultural country where the

majority of people are engaged in
agriculture. If the government pro-
vides ground or provide modern
equipment for the country’s farm-
ers, the country can then produce
more agricultural products and
help change Afghanistan to top
exporters of agricultural products
in the region,” said Abdul Saboor,
an Afghan economic expert.

Currently, hundreds of thou-
sands of Afghans are looking for
jobs and facing with various chal-
lenges. Increasing unemployment
has added to the problems of mil-
lions of people in the country as
millions of people are facing pov-
erty.

He praised the ministry of the
economy for its plan towards
changing the Bagram air base to
an economic zone.

A number of the country’s
traders and farmers have also wel-
comed the ministry of economy’s
plan for changing the Bagram air
base to an economic zone, saying

that creating economic zones can
change the poor life of the peo-
ple.

According to the country’s
traders, if goods are transported
from outside through the north
gate, the Bagram economic zone
will be the right place to unload
the goods of merchants, and trad-
ers. They say the area will soon
change to an economic zone in the
region.

They asked the IEA for coop-
eration in this regard.

It is worth mentioning that
Bagram Air Base, located 11 km
southeast of Charikar in Parwan,
is currently under the Ministry
of Defense of the Islamic Emir-
ate. Sitting on the site of the an-
cient Bagram, the air base has two
concrete runways and was previ-
ously used as one of the main bases
for U.S. troops during the U.S.’s
military presence in Afghanistan.

Shukria Kohistani

Avoiding interference enough to
help Afghanistan remain peaceful
Some certain countries of the world and the region as well as the

neighboring, often hold meetings directly and indirectly on Afghani-
stan.

They say that they wanted to go forward with the war-suffered
country, through what they said a political engagement with the new
administration led by the Islamic Emirate.

This is very important to evaluate the behaviors and the way of
dealing between Afghanistan and these countries.

The U.S. has already frozen billions of U.S. dollars in Afghani-
stan’s assets, under the pretext of seeking human rights including
women’s work and education.

Some others with their reins at the hand of the U.S. still avoid
recognition of the Islamic Emirate, with frankly asserting they would
never recognize the incumbent administration, even without setting a
condition.

In the meantime, some of our neighbors claim that insurgents are
harbored inside Afghanistan, another says they have lost their rights
of water-share, while some others want their own poppets to share
power with the Islamic Emirate, so they cut power; a dire need of the
poverty-stricken nation.

Recently, foreign ministers of Pakistan and Russia have reportedly
talked on Afghanistan’s situation and announced they would jointly
cooperate in the promotion of peace and stability in the country.

In the framework of the Shanghai Cooperation Organization (SCO),
the two sides vowed enhanced cooperation on Afghanistan, with the
Pakistani Foreign Minister Bilawal Bhutto Zardari and his Russian
counterpart Sergey Lavrov announcing their agreement at a joint me-
dia briefing following a talk in Moscow the other day.

Afghanistan welcomes any true efforts from any country that re-
sult in the restoration of inclusive peace and security.

This is clear that besides seeking their own interests, some coun-
tries are honestly interested in a peaceful and stable Afghanistan in
some extent, but some seek nothing other than their own interests.

If the world wants a peaceful and free of insurgent country, un-
doubtedly, they should avoid interference in the internal affairs of the
country, besides their legal and honest cooperation with the Islamic
Emirate.

Afghanistan – both in the past and present – has time and again
announced it would not allow terrorist activities inside its soil nor
allow its land to be used against any other countries.

Also, it asked some certain world countries, including the regional
and neighboring governments not to meddle in its internal affairs and
let the country decide on its own for its own and work for the pros-
perity of its nation, if they really want a peaceful country in the world,
region or in their neighborhood.
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Afghanistan Ministry of Pub-
lic Health has said that it has cre-
ated hundreds of new centers for
the treatment of children with se-
vere malnutrition across the coun-
try. A spokesperson for the Min-
istry of Public Health (MoPH) in
an interview with The Kabul
Times correspondent has reject-
ed the UN recent report on in-
creasing malnutrition cases in the
country.

“Fortunately, the number of
malnourished children is not as
high as the number of malnour-
ished children estimated by inter-
national organizations and the
Ministry of Public Health of Af-
ghanistan at the beginning of the
year.

. The UN recent report on in-
creasing cases of malnourished
children is not based on documents
and evidence,” said Dr. Sharafat
Zaman, a spokesperson for the
ministry of public health.

 Hundreds of new health facilities to
treat children with malnutrition

Dr. Zaman added that nearly
half a million women are suffering
from moderate malnutrition, and
the UN recent report on increas-
ing cases of women with malnu-
trition is incorrect.

The World Food Program in
its recent report has said that
875,000 children are expected to
suffer from severe acute malnu-
trition and 2.3 million children as
well as 840,000 women from mod-
erate acute malnutrition in 2023
in Afghanistan. According to the
report, if Afghanistan enters a
third year of drought, the nutri-
tion situation could deteriorate by
a further 20%.

“Live-saving food assistance
continues across Afghanistan
where it is possible, and Afghan
women continue to access assis-
tance and distribution sites, where
it is safe for them to do. In the
first two weeks of January, the
UN and its partners have been able

to reach nearly 1.4 million people
across the country.

This includes nutrition servic-
es for malnourished children and
pregnant and breastfeeding moth-
ers who are at the sharp end of
the hunger crisis,” the report add-
ed.

On the other hand, the minis-
try of public health has said that
Afghanistan has witnessed 0.5
million children with severe mal-
nutrition and 1.1 million children
with moderate malnutrition in the
past one year.

“Nearly 800 new centers both
inpatient therapeutic feeding am-
bulatory therapeutic feedings cen-
ters have been created for the treat-
ment of children with severe and
moderate malnutrition across the
country,” the MoPH spokesper-
son said, adding that the centers
are still operating in the country.

The country’s ministry of
public health has called on all in-

ternational health organizations
operating in the country to pay
attention to the treatment of the
country’s malnourished children
and women, which has changed
to a big challenge in recent years.

It is worth mentioning that the
UN OCHA in its report released
in late December 2022 said that
Afghanistan is on a cliff edge. Ac-
cording to the report, a record 28.3
million people – some two-thirds
of the population – will require
humanitarian and protection as-
sistance in 2023.

 That’s up from 24.4 million
people in 2022 and 18.4 million
in early 2021. Some 20 million
people face acute hunger by the
end of March 2023, and malnutri-
tion rates remain extremely high,
with 4 million children and wom-
en facing acute malnutrition.

Samiullah Momand

Islam is the only religion
that has given women the
rights that other religions have
not given them. In Islam, men
and women are equal in doing
their obligations. If praying
five times a day is obligatory
on men, it is also obligatory on
women, but sometimes, due to
some reasons, it falls away
from the women and the adult
man is obliged to perform the
prayer at all times. If ‘Zakat’ or
alms is obligatory on rich Mus-
lim man, it is also obligatory
on every rich woman. And, if a
Muslim can go the Paradise, a
Muslim woman can also go.
This is the reason why women
are mentioned along with men
in many verses of the Holy
Quran. The Almighty Allah
says: “Lo! Men who surren-
der unto Allah, and women
who surrender”.  The conces-
sions, which Islam have given
to women for the divine ser-
vices’ obligations, no other
religions have given them. If
we can say that Islam has giv-
en women a higher status then
men in some places, it’s ok as
our Prophet Hazrat Moham-
mad (peace be upon him) said:

Rather, if we say that Islam
has given women a higher sta-
tus than men in some places,
then nothing will be less; Be-
cause our Prophet, (peace be
upon him), said:” Paradise is
at the feet of mothers.”

You might know about one
of the Islamic laws that says
‘no relationship of this world
is matter in hereafter, except
the relationship which is be-
tween wife and husband and
if it continues in this world, it
will continue in that world too.
It’s Islam that has given com-
plete freedom to men and wom-
en based on ‘Sharia’. Islam has
put an end to all those restric-
tions imposed on women be-
fore the advent of Islam as Al-
mighty Allah says: “ Islam has
given freedom to men and
women in their own circles, the
ignorance of the limitations
that existed before Islam, es-
pecially to women, Islam has
put an end to all of them, Allah
says: “and he removes the bur-
den and shackles around the
neck which were upon them.”

You can see when some-
body dies in a Muslim society,
the deceased relatives and
family go for all religious cere-
monies until they bury him. It’s
Islam that has put an end to all
those heavy burdens which
were upon people during the
period of ignorance. For exam-
ple, in wedding or ‘Nikah’ is-

In Islam women have the right
to choose their life partner

sues: When Abdul Rahman
bin Auf had been married in the
evening and was seen by our
Prophet Hazrat Mohammad
(peace be upon him) on the fol-
lowing day, he was asked
about the ‘Mahr’. Abdul Rah-
man answered, “It was a little
gold just the size of date’s
nut”. Our Prophet then told
him to kill a sheep and invite
others for the small eating pro-
gram.  \Islam has come to free
people from the restrictions of
servants and accept the com-
mands of the Almighty Allah
as it’s in the benefit of all Mus-
lims.  Islam gives full freedom
to sane and adult women to ac-
cept or reject a marriage pro-
posal. Her father or guardian
is not allowed to force her to
accept a suitor whom she does
not like. They also hold the
view that a marriage contract
is null and void if it was con-
cluded without the bride’s con-
sent. To better explain the free-
dom of women, I will give you
some examples from the era of
the ‘Sahaba’:

How much freedom was
there for women in the era of
the ‘Sahabah’?

1. Umm Kulsoom, who
is the daughter of Abu Bakr
Siddiq and was born after his

death. Hazrat Umar, who was
the then ruler, wanted to marry
her; therefore, he contacted the
family of Abu Bakr Siddiq. Al-
though her own mother was
alive, she was raised by Um-
mul Mominin Ayesha. Umm
Kulsoom said as a protest: I
don’t want to marry Hazrat
Umar. Ayesha did not say any-
thing. She called Amr bin Al-
Aas and told him to go and tell
Umar that they did not want to
go ahead and not accepted the
proposal.

2. Umm Aban bint Utba,
who was beautiful and the only
woman who received propos-
al from four ‘Sahaba’ as Umar,
Ali, Zubair and Talha after she
was widowed. She rejected the
first three and accepted the
proposal from Talha.

3. Also, Umm Salim, the
mother of Anas bin Malik, was
a beautiful woman who re-
ceived several proposals after
she widowed.

Abo Talha was also among
those sending her proposal,
but Abo Talha did not convert
to Islam at the time, but Umm
Salim told him that she liked
his character, but she could
not accept the proposal. She
asked Abo Talha she was
ready and okay if he accepted

Islam. Abu Talha then accept-
ed Islam and later married Umm
Salim.

4. Jamila bint Abdullah
bin Abi bin Salul, who was
married to Sabit bin Qais bin
Shamas, did not like her hus-
band as was not handsome,
while Jamila was beautiful. She
came to Hazrat Mohammad
(peace be upon him) and said,”
I don’t like Sabit.” Our Proph-
et asked her why? She said,” I
have no objection of his reli-
gion and faith, but he is not
beautiful. I want to marry a man
who is beautiful.”

 The Prophet (peace be
upon him) said and told her:
“It is ok, you should return the
dowry Sabit has given you”.
She said: That’s right, that’s
what caused the divorce be-
tween the two of them and the
marriage was ended.

Islam says before marriage,
a woman and a husband
should see each other, this is
so that their lives will be hap-
py after marriage. That way
Islam has given permission to
Muslim women to choose their
life partners or husbands.
There is no such place where
our Prophet or his companions
married women by force.

Mohammad Yaqoob Nayel

Recent remarks of foreign dip-
lomats on Afghanistan have
shown that the regional and inter-
national policy on Afghanistan is
changing to a positive direction.
In his most recent remark, the
Russian President’s special envoy
for Afghanistan Zamir Kabulov
has said that his country wants to
be part of the TAPI project. Be-
sides, Kabulov has also said that
he held meetings with officials of
the Islamic Emirate on recognition
of the IEA.

Meanwhile, the U.S. Secre-
tary of State Antony Blinken in
his recent speech at a U.S. uni-
versity has said that no threat is

International policy on Afghanistan
changing to positive direction

posed from Afghanistan to the
world.

The high-ranking officials of
the two countries’ recent remarks
are admitting that the Islamic
Emirate’s policy is the right poli-
cy based on which it won’t let
any group use Afghanistan’s soil
against others or pose threats to
others.

It is time that the world coun-
tries should recognize the Islamic
Emirate and support its econom-
ic projects that are underway in
the country.

 Both Russia and the U.S.
have shown green light toward
recognition of the Islamic Emirate

of Afghanistan. Both countries
would like to enter with positive
engagement with the Islamic Emir-
ate.

Now that both countries
want to enter with positive en-
gagement with Afghanistan, the
Islamic Emirate should also go for
engagement and with the respec-
tive countries and maintain active
economic and political relations
under the impartiality bases.

A balanced and inclusive strat-
egy can protect Afghanistan from
seditions and conspiracies and
save it from either side’s possible
collision in the future. Abu Sufia

Afghanistan Disaster Man-
agement Authority of the Islamic
Emirate (IEA) has informed that
more than 170 people have died
from the cold weather across Af-
ghanistan this month in the worst
winter in more than a decade.

A spokesperson of the minis-
try for disaster management has
told media that more than 170
people have lost their lives due to
cold weather in the country.

“More than 170 have died
from the cold in Afghanistan,” said
Safiullah Rahimi, a spokesperson
for the ministry of disaster man-
agement. He added that more ca-
sualties have been reported from
Ghor, Badakhshan, Bamyan, Pa-
ktika and Paktia provinces, say-
ing that more than 260,000 cattle
have been also perished in 20
provinces of the country.

He further said that the chilly
weather this winter had negative

Cold weather claims more
than 170 lives in Afghanistan

impact on the country’s econo-
my too and just 30,000 people
who were in urgent need of hu-
manitarian assistance have been
provided with humanitarian aid.

The head of the Afghanistan
Meteorological Department has
described this year’s cold season
as the “coldest” winter in recent
years. The number of deaths from
cold in Afghanistan will probably
increase in the coming days. Ear-
lier, it was also reported that 45
drug- addicts have died due to cold
in Herat, in the western province
of Afghanistan since the beginning
of winter.

Most people in Afghanistan
are not afforded to buy firewood
and coal in winter because of the
economic crisis. Transportation
problems, especially in the win-
ter season, will make it more dif-
ficult for humanitarian organiza-
tions to provide assistance to

those who are in urgent need of
humanitarian aids.

The United Nations Office for
Coordination Humanitarian Aid
(UN OCHA) in its report re-
leased in late December 2022 said
the deteriorating economy has
caused sharp declines in income,
rising debt and high unemploy-
ment. Due to a severe increase in
commodity prices, people now
spend 71 percent of their income
on food.  This means they have
less to spend on other basic but
essential needs, such as education
and health care. To boost families’
livelihoods, bolster economic op-
portunities and to preserve basic
services, it is vital to restore fi-
nancial and trade systems and
scale up international develop-
ment assistance.

While the cold months in Af-
ghanistan have never been easy,
this winter is shaping up to be
brutal. Sixteen months after the
Islamic Emirate came to power,
there’s no end in sight to the on-
going humanitarian crisis. Hun-
dreds of thousands of jobs have
been lost since August 2021 and
the rising prices of staple goods,
including wood and coal, mean
many Afghans will struggle to
keep warm this winter. Interna-
tional aid organizations say some
24.4 million people will need emer-
gency assistance.

Saida Ahmadi

In recent years Amu River has
destroyed a number of houses
close to the bank of the Amu Darya
River, where wide areas of agri-
cultural lands, gardens, mosques
and schools sustained heavy dam-
age in the country’s Northern
provinces. Meanwhile, the cabi-
net of the Islamic Emirate of Af-
ghanistan sent a delegation head-
ed by the Acting Minister of Ag-
riculture, Irrigation and livestock
consisting of a number of repre-
sentatives from the Ministries of
Water and Energy, Mines and Pe-
troleum and Border and Tribal
Affairs and the Ministry of Fi-
nance. After closely witnessing

IEA’s delegation visits
Amu Darya eroded areas

and inspecting the vulnerable and
eroded areas, the delegation shared
its report with the media in a press
conference. At the press confer-
ence, the acting Minister of Agri-
culture, Irrigation and Livestock
spoke and said, we have visited a
number of northern provinces’
districts including Darqad, Dasht-
e-Qala, Yanqi Qala in Takhar prov-
ince; Emam Sahib district and Shir
Khan Bandar in Kunduz province;
Kaldar district and Hairatan Port
in Balkh province and Khamab and
Qarqin districts in Jawzjan prov-
ince, adding that more areas in
these provinces have sunk in the
Amu River and people are living

in remote areas without shelters.
In some areas, the Amu River

has entered more than 25 kilome-
ters in to Afghanistan territory and
has destroyed lots of agricultural
lands and peoples’ houses. In or-
der to address these problems and
to construct retaining walls to pre-
vent more destruction we need 6
to 7 billion Afghanis which 2 bil-
lion Afghanis are urgently need-
ed, adding 50 million Afghanis are
provided for transportation of
construction equipment and ma-
chinery to the work site and to
start the practical work in the
most vulnerable areas.

See P4
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A rescue and recovery opera-
tion was continuing in Pakistan
after a suicide bombing at a
mosque in the northwestern city
of Peshawar killed at least 92 peo-
ple, most of them police officials.

Muhammad Asim, a spokes-
person for the Lady Reading Hos-
pital in Peshawar, told Al Jazeera
on Tuesday that at least 170 peo-
ple were also injured in the blast a
day earlier. The vast majority of
those killed were police officers.
Fifty-two wounded people re-
mained in hospital, with six in a
critical condition, he said.

Bilal Faizi, the chief rescue
official, said rescue teams were
still working at the site where
more people could still be trapped.
The suicide bombing caused the
roof of the mosque to collapse,
and rescuers have had to remove
mounds of debris to recover many
of the bodies, authorities said.

Reporting from Peshawar, Al
Jazeera’s Kamal Hyder said the

Rescue operation continues after
Pakistan blast that killed 92

operation had largely shifted to
recovery.

“There has been a ceremonial
send-off to those policemen who
lost their lives, also funerals tak-
ing place across the province, be-
cause these policemen came from
several districts – so there is
mourning across the province,” he
said.

Meanwhile, questions have
grown over how the attacker was
able to access the heavily forti-
fied area, which includes the head-
quarters of the provincial police
force and a counterterrorism de-
partment, while wearing a suicide
vest.

That followed “credible intel-
ligence reports” on January 21
that Tehreek-e-Taliban Pakistan
(TTP) planned a wave of attacks
in Peshawar and the wider Khy-
ber Pakhtunkhwa province, Hy-
der reported.

Authorities have not deter-
mined who was behind the bomb-

ing, although shortly after the ex-
plosion Sarbakaf Mohmand, a
TTP commander, claimed respon-
sibility for the attack in a post on
Twitter.

However, hours later, TTP
spokesperson Mohammad
Khurasani distanced the group
from the bombing, saying it was
not its policy to target mosques,
seminaries and religious places. He
added that those taking part in
such acts could face punitive ac-
tion under TTP’s policy, but did
not address why a TTP com-
mander had claimed responsibili-
ty for the bombing.

Ghulam Ali, the provincial
governor in the Khyber Pakh-
tunkhwa province, said an inves-
tigation was under way to deter-
mine “how the terrorist entered
the mosque”.

“Yes, it was a security lapse,”
he added.

Meanwhile, Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif visited a hospital

in Peshawar on Monday and
promised to take “stern action”
against those behind the attack.

“The sheer scale of the human
tragedy is unimaginable. This is
no less than an attack on Paki-
stan,” he tweeted. He expressed
his condolences to the families of
the victims, saying their pain “can-
not be described in words”.

Pakistan has seen a surge in
attacks since November when the
TTP ended a ceasefire with the
government.

In early January, the TTP
claimed one of its members shot
and killed two intelligence offic-
ers, including the director of the
counterterrorism wing of the coun-
try’s military-based spy agency
Inter-Services Intelligence. Secu-
rity officials said on Monday the
gunman in that attack was traced
and killed in a shootout in the
northwest of the country, near the
Afghan border.

While a separate group, the
TTP is a close ally of the Afghan
Taliban.

The TTP has waged a 15-year
armed uprising against the Paki-
stani government, which included
a 2014 attack by a faction of the
group on an army-run school in
Peshawar that killed 154 people,
mostly children.

UN Secretary-General Anto-
nio Guterres called the latest
bombing “particularly abhorrent”
for targeting a place of worship,
UN spokesperson Stephane Du-
jarric said.

The attack comes as cash-
strapped Pakistan continues to
face a severe economic crisis. It
has sought a crucial instalment of
$1.1bn from the International
Monetary Fund – part of its $6bn
bailout package – to avoid default.
However, talks with the IMF
have stalled in recent months.

aljazeera

United States President Joe
Biden has informed Congress that
his administration will formally
end two national emergencies de-
clared to address the COVID-19
pandemic on May 11, restructur-
ing the federal response to the vi-
rus as an endemic public health
threat. The announcement on
Monday came in a statement op-
posing resolutions being brought
to the floor this week by House
Republicans to bring the emergen-
cy to an immediate end. House
Republicans are also gearing up
to launch investigations on the
federal government’s response to
the virus. “An abrupt end to the
emergency declarations would
create wide-ranging chaos and un-
certainty throughout the health
care system – for states, for hos-
pitals and doctors’ offices, and,
most importantly, for tens of mil-
lions of Americans,” the Office of
Management and Budget wrote in
a Statement of Administration
Policy. The announcement comes
as legislators have already ended
elements of the emergencies that
kept millions of Americans in-
sured during the pandemic. The
change would also mean the re-
sponse can be managed through

Biden administration to end COVID
public health emergency in May

public health agencies’ normal au-
thorities. The move, combined
with the drawdown of most fed-
eral COVID relief money, would
also shift the development of vac-
cines and treatments away from
the direct management of the fed-
eral government.

Health and Human Services
Secretary Alex Azar first declared
a public health emergency in re-
sponse to COVID on January 31,
2020 during the administration of
then-President Donald Trump. In
March 2020, Trump declared the
pandemic a national emergency.

The measures have been re-

peatedly extended by Biden since
he took office in January 2021.
The Biden administration had
previously considered ending the
emergency last year, but held off
amid concerns about a potential
“winter surge” in cases and to pro-
vide adequate time for providers,
insurers and patients to prepare
for its end.

The Centers for Disease Con-
trol and Prevention has recorded
1.1 million COVID deaths in the
US since 2020, although the death
rate has dropped dramatically
since vaccines became widely
available.  aljazeera

Australia’s nuclear safety
agency has joined the hunt for a
tiny radioactive capsule missing
somewhere in the outback, send-
ing a team with specialised car-
mounted and portable detection
equipment.

The loss of the radioactive
capsule, which is believed to have
fallen from a truck that travelled
some 1,400km (870 miles) across
Western Australia, has triggered a
weeklong search and a radiation
alert for large parts of the state.

On Tuesday, the Australian
Radiation Protection and Nuclear
Safety Agency said it was work-
ing with the Western Australian
government to locate the capsule.
The Australian Nuclear Science
and Technology Organisation also
sent radiation services specialists
as well as detection and imaging
equipment.

The capsule, part of a gauge
used to measure the density of iron
ore, had been entrusted by Rio
Tinto Ltd to a specialist contrac-
tor to transport. Rio apologised
on Monday for the loss, which
happened sometime in the past
two weeks. The truck had trav-
elled from north of Newman, a
small town in the remote Kimber-
ley region, to a storage facility in
the northeast suburbs of Perth – a
distance longer than the length of
Britain.

Western Australia Chief
Health Officer Andrew Robertson
said under strict regulations radio-

Australian nuclear agency joins
hunt for lost radioactive capsule

active material is regularly trans-
ported around Western Australia.

“It is extremely rare for a
source to be lost,” he said in a
statement.

State emergency officials on
Tuesday issued a new alert to
motorists along Australia’s long-
est highway to take care when
approaching the capsule search
parties, as vehicles carrying the
radiation detectors are travelling
at slow speeds along the highway

“It will take approximately
five days to travel the original
route, an estimated 1400kms,
with crews travelling north and
south along Great Northern High-
way,” Department of Fire and
Emergency Services (DFES) inci-
dent controller, Darryl Ray, said
in a statement late on Monday.

The capsule was picked up
from Rio Tinto’s Gudai-Darri
mine site on January 12. When it
was unpacked for inspection on
January 25, the gauge was found
broken apart, with one of four
mounting bolts missing and
screws from the gauge also gone.

Authorities suspect vibra-
tions from the truck caused the
screws and the bolt to come loose,
and the capsule fell out of the
package and then out of a gap in
the truck.

The silver capsule, just 6mm
(0.24 inches) wide and 8mm (0.31
inches) long, contains Caesium-
137 which emits radiation equal
to 10 X-rays per hour. People

have been told to stay at least 5
metres (16.5 feet) away as expo-
sure could cause radiation burns
or radiation sickness, though ex-
perts have said driving past the
capsule would be relatively low
risk, akin to taking an X-ray.

A capsule containing radioac-
tive Caesium-137 went missing in
transportation between a Rio Tin-
to mine site north of Newman and
the north-eastern parts of Perth
between 10-16 January. Radiation
surveys are underway along
stretches of outback highways in
Western Australia.The capsule
does not pose a danger to pass-
ers-by who do not linger, said
Edward Obbard, senior lecturer in
Nuclear Engineering at the Uni-
versity of New South Wales, Syd-
ney.

“If you were standing a metre
away from it for an hour, you
would receive a radiation dose of
around 1 millisievert. That’s about
one-twentieth of the dose people
who work with radiation are al-
lowed to get in a year,” Obbard
wrote in The Conversation.

“If you were much closer to
the capsule, say 10cm or so,
you’d be getting around 100 mil-
lisievert per hour, which could do
you some real damage,” he said.

If the capsule remains miss-
ing, it will pose a danger for “the
next century or so”, according to
Obbard. The concern is that such
a threat may be forgotten with the
passage of time. aljazeera

Some people may be small,
but can do great things, they in-
spire the people, they make his-
tory, and they make the religion,
the country and the people proud
forever.

I mean a 16-year-old Wakil
Ahmad, from Wariya village of
Farah province’s Farahrud dis-
trict.

Yes, although he was physi-
cally weak, he did such a great job
that his name will forever be re-
corded in the list of heroes.

I was not happy that day
when it was confirmed to me that
one Italian soldier was killed and
three others seriously injured in
this incident.

I don’t want you be waiting
long, let’s go to the main goal,

Once, I asked him, who en-
couraged you to do this?

“One day I was on my way
from the center of Farah towards
Farahrud, where, I saw a number
of civilians in the Kanask area of
Bala Blook, who had come out in
the form of a demonstration,” he
replied.

I asked why they [the peo-
ple] have poured into the street?

Americans have desecrated
the Holy Quran, so they want to
condemn this act of the Ameri-
cans, someone answered.

Then I thought with my heart
that they (the Americans) have
promised that they have come to
build this country and here they
move up and down in our land,
and then they desecrate our Holy
Quran, the youngster Wakil Ah-
mad explained.

He, then changed his mind
and made a firm plan to take re-
venge from the invaders.

I intended to attack the invad-
ers in a suicide attack, if I could
find an explosive device, and then
take them to the tank of the for-
eigners and blow them up, but af-

Ghazi Wakil Ahmad and
killing Italian invaders
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ter consulting, I gave up on this
plan.

Then I came to the Herat mil-
itary corps to register for military
training and would attack the com-
mander of the corps, if I managed,
but unfortunately, I couldn’t ar-
range the plan and ultimately re-
turned to Farah province, he con-
tinued.

Here, I took preparation for
an effective attack on the enemy
and after much thought, I made a
plan in my mind that I would
throw a grenade at the invaders
and run away from the area in a
hurry, Wakil Ahmad said.

Now the problem was how to
find a grenade because some mem-
bers of our family actually worked
in the security organs of the Kab-
ul administration and the Mujahi-
din could not trust me, but after
many efforts, I was able to find a
grenade.

I made a plan so that when
any armored tank of foreign in-
vaders was patrolling the city, I
would throw a hand grenade at
their vehicle.

So, I did this. I came to the
market and waited next to a shop.
I pretended to sit because I was
young and physically weak, so
maybe no one would have thought
about me.

After waiting for a while, four
Humvee tanks of the enemy ar-
rived from Farah Road. With trust
in Allah, I prepared a grenade, got
so close to the first tank that my
hand could reach it and threw it
towards the tank saying Takbeer
(Allah Akbar). The grenade was
thrown in the middle of the tank,
and when I moved my foot from
the knife, it exploded and the gre-
nade hit the Humvee, so I was sure
that I hit the target, I ran away
from the area and hid myself to a
safe place.

This incident challenged the

enemy’s rule in the heart of the
city of Farah and relaxed the hearts
of the believers (of Allah the Al-
mighty) after succeeding against
foreign invaders.

According to my accurate in-
formation, one Italian invader was
killed and three others critically
injured in the incident, while later
the enemy also confirmed their
casualties.

Wakil Ahmad went on as say-
ing: After a few days, I made a
plan again, took out a grenade and
released it to the enemy’s Hum-
vee, but unfortunately, at the same
time, a car in which a government
official was riding, came along and
created an obstacle between me
and the tank. So, instead of hit-
ting the tank, the grenade hit the
road.

When I was taken into deten-
tion, the Americans questioned me
several times and said: “He is too
young to do this. We should iden-
tify those who have lured and in-
duced him to launch the attack.”

The court sentenced me to
seven and a half years of impris-
onment for killing foreign invad-
ers, some of which I spent in
Farah and some in Bagram pris-
ons. When a peace agreement was
signed between the Islamic Emir-
ate and the Americans, I was one
of 5,000 prisoners released as a
result,” Wakil Ahmad told me.

………………………….
Humvee is a nickname for

HMMWV, which stands for
High-Mobility Multi-Purpose
Wheeled Vehicle – its full military
designation. It is used across the
world. Though its largest market
is in America where it is used ex-
tensively by the U.S. Army.

Its high-profile use during the
Gulf War made it very popular
among both military and civilians,
and eventually inspired the civil-
ian ‘Hummer’ vehicle.

“People in these areas are
in urgent need of humanitarian
assistance and we asked the in-
ternational community and
other relevant aid agencies to
cooperate with the Islamic
Emirate in this regard”, Ataul-
lah Omari agriculture minister
said.

The Deputy Minister of
Mines and Petroleum said that
there is a gold mine with 30
tons of gold near the Amu Riv-
er and it should be saved from
the danger of flooding.

The Deputy Minister of
Border and Tribal Affairs said
that in Amu Darya area, fami-
lies are in dire need of help, and
we want to help these families.
Meanwhile, Deputy Minister
of Energy and Water added that
if necessary funds are available,
we will try to save the vulner-
able areas from destruction with
the building retaining walls,
and the representative of the
Ministry of Finance an-
nounced the commitment of
the Ministry to pay the bud-
get.

Mohammad Daud
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