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KABUL: The Supreme Lead-
er of the Islamic Emirate of Af-

“Our interaction with world is in the
light of Sharia law,” Supreme Leader

ghanistan, Mullah Hibatullah
Akhundzada, visited 205 Al-Badr

Army Corps, a statement from the
Defense Ministry said the other

day.
The Supreme Leader met with

the commanders, officials and
other personnel, according to the
statement.

During his meeting with the
related officials and personnel in-
cluding the Mujahidin, the Su-
preme Leader said: “Our interac-
tion with the world is based on
the Sharia law and the holy reli-
gion of Islam and no other reason
is acceptable to us,” the statement
quoted.

He advised the officials and
personnel of the corps as saying:
“You should prepare yourself,
perform your military duty well
and implement the Sharia law in
your daily works,” said the state-
ment.

Also, the Supreme Leader,
prayed for good and well-being of
all Mujahidin and the nation and
assured them of any kind of co-
operation. The Kabul Times

KABUL: A total of 303 Afghan ref-
ugees earlier prisoned by the Pakistani
officials, have recently been released in
Sindh state of the neighboring country,
Kabul-based Pakistani embassy wrote
on its Twitter handle.

“As a result of the efforts of the
Embassy of Afghanistan in Islamabad,
303 Afghans, including 63 women and
71 children, have been released from the
Haidarabad prisons of Sindh state,” the
embassy twitted.

The released refugees were sent to
their home country, according to the
embassy’s tweet adding all costs of the
prisoners including transportation, food,
water and clothing were provided by the
embassy in accordance with the instruc-
tions of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs
of Afghanistan.

Meanwhile, on Saturday 524 Af-
ghans, including 54 women and 97 chil-
dren, were released from the prisons of
Karachi, which were prisoned on charge
of not having legal documents” the em-
bassy twitted. The Kabul Times

Afghan refugees released from
Pakistan jails return home

KABUL:  The Supreme Lead-
er of the Islamic Emirate of Af-
ghanistan, Mullah Hibatullah
Akhunzada, in a meeting with the
head of Trinkot River Sub-district
Mawlavi Wakil Ahmad Naqi and
21 elders and religious scholars
from the Uruzgan center and dis-
tricts discussed issues on the dam,

Authorities urged to
prioritize Agha Jan

power dam construction
Bakhtar News Agency reported
the other day.

In the meeting, the leader in-
structed the officials and the el-
ders to prioritize the construction
of the Agha Jan dam and supply-
ing power from the Kajaki dam to
Trinkot district of the province,
said the agency.

Head of the project, Mawlavi

Wakil Ahmad shared his sugges-

tions about the construction of the

dam and power supplying from

Kajaki to Trinkot, with the leader

and received instructions about

the construction projects.

The Kabul Times

PUL-E-ALAM: Seven historical and ancient relics, which have earlier been found in Logar province,
were handed over to the Logar provincial Directorate of Information and Culture, officials said the other
day.

In a ceremony attended by Rafiullah Samim Director of information and Culture and other government
officials the local residents handed over the ancient objects to be kept in the provincial museum, said the
official.

Meanwhile, Rafiullah Samim thanked the Logar cultural-loving people and asked them to do their best
for more enrichment of the Museum. It is to be noted that, the number of relics and handicrafts reach to 140
in the Logar Museum, according to the source. The Kabul Times

Ancient relics found in Logar,
handed over to officials

Turkish media reported that
at least 500 Afghan refugees have
been deported by Ankara and that
more than 5,000 others are in de-
tention, who will also be deport-
ed soon.

TOLOnews reached out to
some of the deportees, who com-
plained about mistreatment of
Turkish forces with them.

Bilal, a second year student
of the faculty of political science,
said that he went to Turkey sev-
en months ago to find a job but he
was reported.

“We didn’t have the right to
talk. They would just beat us un-
til they get tired,” Bilal said.

“They tightened our hands
and feet. They wouldn’t feed us
well. They would give two peices
of bread with food for four peo-
ple,” said Akram, an Afghan na-

Nearly 500 Afghan refugees
deported from Turkey

tional deported from Turkey.
Anadolu Agency said that

Ankara is due to deport nearly
20,000 refugees, of whom over
5,000 are Afghans.

“The government of Turkey
had severed the conditions for
Afghan refugees and no refugee can
take asylum under the current sit-
uation,” said Maazullah Sultan
Oghlo, an Afghan refugee in Tur-
key.

The Ministry of Refugees and
Repatriation said that the Islamic
Emirate has held talks with Turk-
ish officials about the situation of
Afghan refugees there.

“We are in contact to stop the
process of deportation of Af-
ghans,” said Abdul Mutalib
Haqqani, a spokesman for the
ministry.

KABUL: A group of religious
scholars from Egypt, Sudan and
Palestine in their visit to Kabul
have met with officials of the Is-
lamic Emirate of Afghanistan
(IEA) in Kabul.

 During their stay in Kabul,
the religious scholars assessed the
current situation of Afghanistan
as good and congratulated the vic-
tory of the Afghan nation against
foreign invaders.

In separate meetings with the
religious scholars, the Islamic
Emirate officials asked the dele-
gation to show a true picture of
Afghanistan to the world Mus-
lims. The delegation also met with

Visit of religious
scholars to

Afghanistan
acting the Minister of Information
and Culture Mawlawi Khairullah
Khairkhwah.

The delegation of the religious
scholars have also met with act-
ing Minister of Higher Education
and Deputy Prime Minister Mul-
lah Abdul Ghani Beradar.

According to the deputy
prime minister’s office, Beradar
welcomed the delegation and said:
“We appreciate your visiting and
learning about the situation of the
Afghan people; Muslims around
the world especially scholars
have always sympathized with
their Afghan brothers and we are
grateful for that.” See P4

KABUL: Deputy Prime Min-
ister of the Islamic Emirate of Af-
ghanistan for Administrative Af-
fairs Mawlavi Abdul Salam Ha-
nafi, reviewed plans and reforms
for improvement of health situa-
tion in government-run hospitals,
his office said in a statement Mon-
day.

In the meeting, Dr. Qalandar

Deputy PM Hanafi reviews health situation
Ebad, Acting Minister of Public
Health, spoke about the necessi-
ty of reforms in the hospitals and
improving health situation coun-
trywide, hiring trained profession-
als, according to the statement.

He also briefed about provid-
ing health services in all parts of
the country in a balanced manner
and other existing problems in the

health sector.
The health centers reform

plan, the Jamhoryat hospital re-
form plan, ensuring people’s ac-
cess to medicine, improving the
capacity of health personnel and
some other issues have also been
discussed in the meeting, accord-
ing to the source.

Deputy Prime Minister made

the necessary decisions regarding
the recruitment of specialists in
the health centers and the creation
of a responsible team for the acti-
vation of Ibn-e-Sina drug manu-
facturing company and the prep-
aration of a plan for the standard-
ization of the Jamhoryat hospi-
tal.

             The Kabul Times

KUNDUZ: A group of 9
armed burglars have been arrested
with an amount of 50,000 U.S.
dollar in Kunduz province, pro-

Burglars with cash arrested in Kunduz

vincial police chief said the other
day.

Qari Bakhtyar Moaz, Provin-
cial Police Chief said in a press

conference on Monday that the
Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan’s
forces in Kunduz arrested a group
of 9 armed robbers with an amount

of cash, the agency said.
The burglars have been arrest-

ed with 7.1 million Afghanis and
50,000 U.S. dollar which they
have stolen from a money exchang-
er, according to the official.

Two weapons have also been
seized from the arrestees, the
source said adding the money re-
covered from them will be returned
to the owner.

Moaz said that the level of
criminal offenses in Kunduz has
decreased and the security forces
were working day and night to
ensure security of the people.

According to the source the
detainees have confessed to their
crimes and will be introduced to
the judicial bodies for further in-
vestigation.

      The Kabul Times

See P4

KABUL: Spokesman of the Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan, Zabihullah Mujahid met with the Chinese
Ambassador to Kabul on Monday.

In the meeting, both sides exchanged views on the expansion of economic and political cooperation
between Afghanistan and China, according to a statement from the spokesman office.

“China is committed to continue economic and political cooperation with Afghanistan as well as the
expansion of diplomatic and investment relations between the two countries, according to the statement.

Earlier, a Chinese company has signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) with the country's
Ministry of Mines and Petroleum for the extraction of Amu Darya oil. The Kabul Times

China to continue cooperation
with Afghanistan, ambassador

KABUL: Agreement on
preliminary arrangements for
next year’s pilgrimage has been
signed between the Ministry
of Hajj and Umera of Saudi
Arabia and Afghanistan Min-
istry of Hajj and Islamic Affairs.

Mawlavi Abdul Wali
Haqqani, general director of

Agreement on preliminary
arrangements for 2023

pilgrimage signed
administrative and finance of
the ministry of hajj and Islamic
affairs, in an official visit to
Saudi Arabia has arrived in the
country to participate in the
Hajj Expo 2023.

During his visit to Saudi
Arabia, Mawlavi Abdul Wali
Haqqani met with Dr. Abdul

Fatah Mushad, deputy minis-
ter of hajj of Saudi Arabia in
the sideline of the Hajj Expo
2023 in Jedda.

In the meeting, both sides
discussed relevant issues to
hajj and signed the preliminary
arrangements for next year’s
pilgrimage.  The Kabul Times
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“Hijab has direct link to morality of individu-
als in society.”
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In the country’s western province of Herat, reports said that over
1,300 applicants, mostly women have attended a test employment,
few days ago to be hired at the provincial hospital.

With up to 55 percent of women, the 1,320 applicants have been
shortlisted to the work, from which 44 have been said to be selected
for work at the hospital.

For the transparent process, the provincial officials said that the 44
eligible applicants would be selected for the nursing and midwifery
department of the hospital.

Another key point of the move is to help wide number of medical
specialists to return home, as a big number of them have already left
the country over the last more than one year and people in most parts
of the country, especially in remote areas, are now facing lack of
health workers.

Though, the transparent process was held at the provincial level,
but it drew positive reactions from across the country.

Also, it was warmly welcomed by the participants and those cru-
cially observing the process as well as all those heard about it coun-
trywide.

On the other hand, this would be a good opportunity for women to
get hired in the governmental institutions and work for their nation,
after gossip and rumors spread that the Islamic Emirate was against
women is work or education.

During the past two so-called democratic regimes, discrimination,
nepotism, biased and unfairness in all processes mostly in employ-
ment and education, had been the most challenges faced by the edu-
cated youths and skilled individuals. They had mostly been ignored
winning an education scholarship from some foreign countries during
a testing exam, the official introduced a free and independent process.

Relatives and offspring of warlords, house members and other gov-
ernment high-ranking officials had mostly been recognized eligible and
deserved for posts announced by a related organ.

In the future, the government should also hold such fair opportuni-
ties and transparent processes for both men and women through which,
so that deserved and educated individuals could be hired to serve the
people.

This is the most important issue to be focused on, by the authori-
ties both at present and in the future, as if the past regimes’ experienc-
es are repeated and ineligible individuals are hired for professional
institutions, a serious and critical erosion would come among that it
would be too difficult to repair.

Professional government institutions, such as health, economics,
planning, banking, etc. need their own skilled cadres and a country
will not reach progress unless to follow it. So, this is strictly distrac-
tive to not follow the most helpful policy.

For bitter development in the work process, such transparent pro-
grams should be applied in all IEA agencies, under which, deserved
and educated individuals to be hired, as well as similar processes
should strongly be supported and strengthened and continued in the
future.

Transparent employment tests help
professional cadres return home

Afghanistan mines are consid-
ered as a treasury for national
power and economic development
for the future of the country’s
people. Unfortunately, the coun-
try’s mines still have not been
managed in a better way. With
better management of the coun-
try’s mines, poverty will definite-
ly reduce and economic challeng-
es will be considerably addressed
in the country.

In 2010, the U.S. estimated
that Afghanistan had US$1 trillion
worth of unexploited minerals,
while the previous government in
2017 said that the country’s min-
erals are worth three times as
much.

 The unexplored mineral de-
posits include vast reserves of lith-
ium, rare earth and copper – ma-

Afghanistan minerals;
treasury for national power
& economic development

terials critical to the global green-
energy transition.

Currently, the Islamic Emir-
ate is making effort to attract for-
eign investment on the country’s
minerals so that the extraction of
minerals can help develop the
country’s economy and provide
employment opportunities for
thousands of Afghans. In a most
recent move, the IEA officials have
signed a contract with China’s
CAPEIC (Xinjiang Central Asia
Petroleum and Gas Co) for the
extraction of oil in the Amu River
basin, which covers a large area
across the parts of three northern
provinces.

The contract considered as
the biggest project was signed late
last week between the Afghani-
stan Ministry of Mines and Pe-

troleum and the CPEIC company
in the presence of Mullah Abdul
Ghani Beradar Akhund, the Eco-
nomic Deputy of the Prime Min-
ister, and Chinese ambassador to
Kabul.

Based on the contract, oil will
be extracted from an area covering
4,500 square km across parts of
Sar-e-Pul, Jawzjan and Faryab
provinces and the rate of oil ex-
traction will be from 1,000 to
23,000 tons per day and the com-
pany will invest up to $150 mil-
lion a year, which will increase to
$540 million in three years.

According to the contract, the
IEA will own a 20 percent share
in the oil fields, but in time the
percentage will increase to 75 per-
cent.

 With starting work on the oil

fields, 3,000 jobs will be created
for Afghans and it has been also
agreed that if the Chinese compa-
ny does not fulfill all its require-
ments within a year, the contract
will automatically be canceled.

Afghan experts believe that
Afghanistan is rich in natural re-
sources and its minerals have not
been extracted so far.

Continued war in the country
had resulted that the extraction
process of the country’s minerals
faced with challenges during the
course of past years.

They said that extraction of
the country’s minerals can accel-
erate future economic growth in
Afghanistan as it creates employ-
ment and boost income, business
prosperity, and the development
of transportation and infrastruc-
ture.

According to the Afghan ex-
perts, if Afghanistan’s natural re-
sources are properly managed,
just the mining sector in Afghani-
stan has the potential to reduce
poverty and help sustain econom-
ic growth and the country will
become one of the richest coun-
tries in the region in just less than
a decade.

Previously, the Afghanistan
Ministry of Mines and Petroleum
had said that in the near future, a
Chinese company would open its
office in Kabul and take the nec-
essary steps to start work on
Aynak Copper mine. Meanwhile,
Chinese media has also written
that some Chinese businessmen
have visited Afghanistan to do their
research on lithium mines in the
country.

Shukria Kohistani
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Afghanistan Ministry of Ref-
ugees and Repatriation has in-
formed of releasing hundreds of
Afghan refugees from Pakistani
jails in the past few days.

A spokesperson to the minis-
try of refugees and repatriation in
an interview with The Kabul
Times correspondent said nearly
1,500 Afghan refugees have been
arrested by Pakistani police in the
country’s Sindh state in recent
week.

“Nearly 1,500 Afghan refu-
gees have been arrested in recent
weeks by Pakistani police in the
country’s Sindh.

With continued efforts from
the Afghanistan Ministry of For-
eign Affairs (MoFA) and Minis-
try of Refugees and Repatriation,
a number of Afghans including
women and children had been re-
leased soon after they were arrest-
ed there, while some others were
released in a past couple of days
and they are on way to their home
in Afghanistan,” said Mufti Ab-
dul Mutalib Haqqani, a spokes-
person to the ministry of refugees
and repatriation.

He said that the Islamic Emir-
ate of Afghanistan (IEA) side took
necessary steps in connection
with releasing the Afghan refugees
after they were arrested by Paki-
stan police, adding that they held
meetings with the Pakistani side
and UNHCR to address problems
facing Afghan refugees in the host
country.

Haqqani further said that the
ministry of refugees and repatria-
tion was making effort to address
all problems and challenges facing
Afghan refugees in various coun-
tries, particularly in Pakistan and
Iran.  Meanwhile, deputy spokes-
person to the Afghanistan Minis-
try of Foreign Affairs (MoFA)
Ahmad Zia Takal told The Kabul
Times correspondent that 524
Afghan refugees including 54

Hundreds of Afghan
refugees released

from Pakistani jails

women and 97 children were re-
leased from Pakistani jail this Sat-
urday following continued efforts
of the Afghanistan embassy to Is-
lamabad and Afghan consulate in
Karachi.

He further said that 303 more
Afghan refugees including 63
women and 71 children who were
imprisoned in a jail in Karachi’s
Haidarabad city were released this
Monday and they were now on
way to their home country.

According to Afghanistan
ministry of refugees and repatria-
tion, there are approximately 7
million refugees living in various
countries of the world, of which
three million are in Iran, three mil-
lion in Pakistan, and nearly one
million are living as refugee in oth-

er countries across the world.
Afghan refugees are facing

with various problems in Pakistan.
Previously, the Ministry of For-
eign Affairs of the Islamic Emir-
ate had said it continually asked
Pakistan for providing facilities in
connection with issuing visas to
Afghans who are commuting and
those who have not been issued
visas to legally visit the country.

It is worth mentioning that
Afghans who would like to legal-
ly visit Pakistan should wait for
months to get their visas issued.
There are thousands of Afghans
who have been waiting for the
past 15 months but they have not
been issued visas so far.

Samiullah Momand

Prince Harry, whose inter-
view with ITV’s Tom Bradby
was broadcast this Sunday
night, says in the book he did
not think of the individuals
killed as “people”, but rather
“chess pieces” which had
been taken off the board and
“bad people” who had been
“eliminated before they could
kill good people”.

“My number is 25. It’s not
a number that fills me with sat-
isfaction, but nor does it em-
barrass me,” he wrote. 0This
British prince has served mis-
sions twice with the British
forces in the southern Hel-
mand province of Afghanistan,
the first time in 2007 and the
second time in 2013, and both
times he confessed he did kill
Afghans there.

 This act of Prince Harry
and his confession is not
something to make people sur-
prise as the invaders are ex-
pected to do so, but it is a pity
and surprise for those Af-
ghans, who were cooperating
and working as interpreters,
contractors, advisors, and oth-
ers for the Western animals
during the occupation and
now introduce themselves as
servants of the country and
the nation.

It is not only the British
Prince who committed such
atrocities, but the invaders
were here for killing Afghans.

 Previously, there had been
reports about the confessions
of some American and Austra-
lian forces who had also elimi-

 British Prince & his confession
of killing innocent Afghans!

nated and killed Afghans.
For two decades, the in-

vaders have killed thousands
of innocent Afghans, bom-
barded public places, educa-
tional and health institutions,
wedding parties, and martyred
dozens of children in a madra-
sa in Kunduz province ; for ex-
ample, a drunk American sol-
dier in Zangawat area of Pan-
jawai district in Kandahar at-
tacked on a village at midnight
killed 16 Afghans. These are
just a few examples, there are
long lists of such tragic inci-
dents.

Thousands of others were
put and kept in barbaric pris-
ons such as Bagram and Guan-
tanamo for years, while they
did not commit any crimes.

The invaders committed
other atrocities during the pe-
riod of occupation.

What surprise is that the
international humanitarian or-
ganizations, societies and in-
stitutions did not condemn the
acts and atrocities of the in-
vaders during their occupa-
tion, but instead they used the
words and considered their in-
vasion as the protection of
human rights and the war
against terrorism, while the war
of freedom against the invad-
ers was considered as terror-
ism.

Why are the human rights
watchdogs and institutions si-
lent on these Great War
crimes? Aren’t Afghans part of
humanity? Why does the Unit-
ed Nations, operating under

the beautiful slogan of defend-
ing justice and human rights
in the world, turn a blind eye
to this unforgivable horror?

The Afghan nation owes
the favor of those who fought
for the freedom of the country
and won the war against the
invaders. Today, Afghanistan
is a free and independent coun-
try, thanks to the sacrifice of
those young people who sac-
rificed their lives for freedom.

We should thank the Al-
mighty Allah for saving us
from the atrocities of the invad-
ers and once again making us
the owners of an independent
country.

 The best way to express
our gratitude is to strongly
support the current system
and help in terms of the imple-
mentation of laws and consid-
er this as our responsibility
and national duty.

Abu Sufia

1. All account holders / customers of National Bank of Pakistan Afghanistan Operations, whose balance in the

present time is zero and they intend to continue their accounts are requested to visit this bank within 28 days from the

date of publication of this notice to activate and continue their accounts. If the accounts balances are zero and the

account holders do not approach this bank within 28 days of this notice, the bank will close all such zero balance accounts

without any further notice or intimation.

2. All account holders / customers of National Bank of Pakistan Afghanistan operations who have not operated

their accounts during the last 12 months are hereby informed that as per bank’s policy and to safe guard the interest of

depositors, If an account is not operated by the customer during the last 12 months, the account is classified as Dormant

account and no withdrawal transaction is allowed unless and until the account is re activated. All such customers are

informed that if they do not operate their accounts within 12 months from the date of the last operations, the account will

be classified as dormant account.

3. All account holders / customers of National Bank of Pakistan Afghanistan Operations who have not received

their statements of accounts are requested to collect statement of their account from Kabul and Jalal Abad branches by

half year end i.e. July 31 and end January 31 each year.  Customers can also contact / visit their respective branches to

get their statement of account personally or through mail by providing request / indemnity to the branch. Customers can

also nominate their representative to collect their statement of accounts by filling the requisite form for nomination of

authorized representative. Accordingly all customers/ account holders are requested to collect their statement of ac-

count without fail and duly verify their balances. In case any discrepancy / error are found, immediately be intimated in

writing to the concerned branch management not later than 15 February and 15 August every year.

In case customers do not arrange collection of their  account statement through personal visit/ authorized  represen-

tative/ email and do not point out any discrepancy to   the bank in writing, the National Bank of Pakistan Afghanistan

operations will not be responsible for any discrepancy / error in the statement of account.

Chief Operating Officer                                                             General Manager

In the meeting, the leader of the delegation, Shaikh Mohammad Al-Saghir praised the Afghan people for their victory and called
the jihad done by the Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan against the United States and NATO as an incredible triumph. In a news
conference, the delegation asked the U.S. for releasing Afghanistan’s foreign assets that have been blocked.

                                                                                                                                                                   Mohammad Daud

Visit of religious scholars ...
From P1

From P1

“The international law for the refugees suggests host countries to treat well with refugees,” said
Abdul Malik Afghan, a refugees rights activist.

 Earlier, Turkish media reported that out of 124,000 undocumented refugees, 68,000 of them were
Afghans in 2022.

tolonews

Nearly 500 Afghan refugees deported...

AA3628
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Memories of Jihad

Deputy Information and Culture Minister for Publication

Part 2

Hayatullah Muhajir Farahi

KABUL: The Ministry of
Education released a statement on
Monday saying that all public and

Primary schools reopen, MoE

private girl’s schools under sev-
enth grades, madrasas and cours-
es would be reopened country-

wide.
“All girl schools, including

public and private ones, under
grade seven, would be reopened
and female students can continue
their lessons,” said the statement
asking all female teachers to ob-
serve hijab, while teaching.

“The doors of girl schools
above the sixth grade will remain
closed for a limited time until some
reforms expected to be brought in
accordance with the sharia laws
and Afghan traditions part of the
girl schooling policy”, the state-
ment said quoting the education
minister.   The Kabul Times

Life is full of ups and downs.
The past 20 years of occupation,
which took almost half of my life,
we have encountered so many
strange and rare events that may
be unknown and intolerable to the
people of the rest of the world.

It seems that their endurance
was higher than human ability, the
deadly bombing, in which dozens
of people including women and
children have been killed and their
entire belongings destroyed in the
blink of an eye.

Children had been taken into
barrage in front of their mothers,
parents had been killed in front of
their children and from the whole
families, only one or two mem-
bers survived, after unbiased mur-
ders by the fierce foreign gunmen.

Thousands of youths and
teenagers attended jihad in order
to protect their faith, religion and
Islamic territory. They tightened
gunpowder to their body and

Bittersweet
Memories of my Life

fought against the enemy.
For years, they (the occu-

pants) threw thousands of inno-
cent people including elders and
youths behind bars and dark pris-
ons. They tested all types of so-
phisticated weapons and ad-
vanced warplanes on the defense-
less civilians and committed
crimes against the Afghans over
the last twenty years, the exam-
ple of which have never been seen
in the world.

So, the story was that I told
the bittersweet memory of my life
to you, dear readers. You may be
surprised, but the bitter and
sweet-memory of my life is my
survival.

This is to be noted that Jihad
against American and NATO forc-
es was undoubtedly the best ji-
had and that the virtue of Jihad
with  Ahl-e-Kitab (The People of
the Book) is greater than other
infidels and martyrdom is the high-

est goal of a Muslim as the holy
Prophet (peace be upon him) re-
quested Allah the Almighty many
times, and we, unluckily deprived
of it.

On the other hand, life itself
is a great blessing of Allah, in
which man has golden opportuni-
ties to earn the pleasure of his
Creator (Allah) and to serve the
people—follows of Allah, the Al-
mighty. May Allah bless our de-
parted colleagues with paradise
and grant us success to follow
their ways.

[Ahl-e-Kitab or the People of
the Book is an Islamic term re-
ferring to those religions which
Muslims regard as having been
guided by previous revelations,
generally in the form of a scrip-
ture. In the holy Quran, they are
identified as the Jews, the Chris-
tians, the Sabeans, and—accord-
ing to some interpretations—the
Zoroastrians.

Islam’s annual Hajj pilgrimage
will return to pre-pandemic lev-
els this year after restrictions saw
the annual religious commemora-
tion curtailed over coronavirus
concerns, Saudi authorities say.

The Hajj, required of all able-
bodied Muslims once in their life,
represents one of the world’s larg-
est gatherings of people. Before
the pandemic, the pilgrimage drew
millions each year to Islam’s holy
city of Mecca in Saudi Arabia,
home to the cube-shaped Kaaba
that observant Muslims pray to-
wards five times a day.

“I bring you two bits of good
news in this meeting. The first:
the return of the numbers of pil-
grims to what they were before
the pandemic without any age re-
strictions,” Saudi Hajj and Umrah
Minister Tawfiq bin Fawzan al-
Rabiah said on Monday evening,
according to the state-run Saudi
Press Agency.

Hajj to return to pre-
COVID numbers, Saudi

Arabia officials say

“And the second: allowing
any Hajj mission from around the
world to deal with any licensed
company that meets the require-
ments of the pilgrims of those
countries,” he added.

A long exposure photograph
shows Muslim pilgrims circu-
mambulating around the Kaaba,
Islam's holiest shrine, at the Grand
mosque in the holy Saudi city of
Mecca during the annual hajj pil-
grimage, on July 17, 2021.

In 2019, more than 2.4 mil-
lion people took part in the pil-
grimage. However, in 2020, amid
the coronavirus lockdowns, the
Gulf nation drastically curtailed
the Hajj with as few as 1,000 res-
idents of Saudi Arabia permitted
to take part. It was an unprece-
dented move unseen even during
the 1918 flu epidemic that killed
tens of millions worldwide.

In 2021, some 60,000 resi-
dents of Saudi Arabia performed

the pilgrimage. Last year, nearly
900,000 pilgrims were welcomed
to Islam’s holiest cities of Mecca
and Medina for the pilgrimage.

However, only those aged be-
low 65 with vaccination against
the coronavirus and a negative test
could enter the country.

Disease outbreaks have al-
ways been a concern surrounding
the Hajj. Pilgrims fought off a
malaria outbreak in 632, cholera
in 1821 killed an estimated 20,000,
and another cholera outbreak in
1865 killed 15,000 before spread-
ing worldwide.

More recently, Saudi Arabia
faced danger from a different coro-
navirus, one that causes Middle
East respiratory syndrome, or
MERS. The kingdom increased its
public health measures during the
Hajj in 2012 and 2013, urging the
sick and the elderly not to take
part.

 aljazeera

South Korean President Yoon
Suk Yeol will meet with UAE
President Sheikh Mohamed bin
Zayed Al Nahyan during an offi-
cial visit from Saturday.

The two heads of state are
expected to discuss bilateral ties
and ways to further bolster rela-
tions, the Emirates News Agen-
cy (WAM) reported on Tuesday.

The report said that the two
leaders will also review regional
and international issues of com-
mon interest.

The Korean leader is also ex-
pected to attend the World Fu-
ture Energy Summit as part of
the Abu Dhabi Sustainability
Week, including meetings with
UAE state officials and visits to
“strategic development projects,”
according to the WAM report.

The two countries share stra-
tegic relations going as far back
as June 1980.

South Korea opened its em-
bassy in Abu Dhabi in 1987 while
the UAE opened its mission in
South Korea in 1987.

The UAE president last made
an official visit to South Korea in
2019 when he was still the Crown
Prince of Abu Dhabi.

Last year, three South Kore-
an companies signed an agree-
ment to build a $1 billion green
hydrogen and ammonia produc-
tion plant in the UAE. The plant
will be built in two phases in the
KIZAD Industrial Area near the
capital Abu Dhabi, with the first
phase producing 35,000 tons be-
fore the second phase takes the
project to full scale.

alarabiya
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Ukraine had “miscalculated”
Russian President Vladimir Pu-
tin’s strategy during the early days
of the invasion when he beefed
up his military buildup on
Ukraine’s border with Russia,
Foreign Minister Dmytro Kuleba
told NPR on Monday.

“… We miscalculated him. By
the time he was pulling all this
army to the border of Ukraine.
Deep inside, he made the decision
that he was going to invade, and
he was setting the stage for this
invasion. But, you know, we are
looking back in this situation, and
now we can understand the se-
quence and the logic of his ac-
tions,” Kuleba said in an interview
with the US news media outlet.

“Things were not as clear as
they look now.”

Looking back at the situation,
the Ukrainian foreign minister said
that he believes Putin has run out
of options.

“I think he has only one op-
tion, but he doesn't want to ac-
cept it. And that option is losing
the war,” Kuleba told NPR.

“The difficulty and the trage-
dy of this moment is that he is

Ukraine ‘miscalculated’ Putin’s
strategy at first: FM Kuleba

not willing to face the truth and to
seek the way out. Instead, he’s
throwing more and more resourc-
es and, most importantly, human
resources into the battle, trying
to win at any cost. But this is not
going to happen. He’s not going
to win.”

Kuleba’s comments came af-
ter Russia announced a ceasefire
that ran from Friday midday until
midnight on Saturday, claiming
that it was so Orthodox Christians
could celebrate Christmas, which
falls on January 7 for the Russian
Orthodox Church each year.

Ukraine never officially ac-
cepted the ceasefire, according to
Kuleba.

“These are two big Russian
lies. The one on the ceasefire
working – it’s not only the gov-
ernment of Ukraine who rejects
this allegation. It’s also the inter-
national media present on the
ground in Kramatorsk, who im-
mediately went to the places
where allegedly Russian missiles
hit dormitories with Ukrainian
soldiers, and it didn’t happen,” he
added.

“These soldiers did not die.

So, this is just one -- another evi-
dence that you should never trust
what the Russians are saying.”

The war in Ukraine, now in
its 11th month, continues to cause
destruction, with thousands dead
and millions displaced.

Missile strikes were reported
in the Donbas region, the war’s
frontline, including on the city of
Kramatorsk, with no reported ca-
sualties, the region’s governor
Pavlo Kyrylenko said.

There were also reports of
blasts in the city of Zaporizhzhia,
without any immediate details on
damages or casualties.

Russia is not yet ready to ne-
gotiate, Kuleba said.

“We see that they [Russia] are
rejecting the peace formula pro-
posed by President Zelenskyy.
But it doesn’t mean that we
shouldn’t keep trying,” the Ukrai-
nian foreign minister added.

“We have to pursue a diplo-
matic process as well. And this is
what President Zelenskyy came
up with: the peace formula con-
sisting of ten simple steps. Some
of them require Russia’s partici-
pation, some don’t. alarabiya

The Islamic Emirate has called
for Prince Harry to face an inter-
national court over comments he
killed 25 Afghans while on duty
in Afghanistan. The IEA officials
have considered his act and con-
fession of killing Afghans as crime.

Bilal Karimi, the deputy
spokesman of the Islamic Emir-
ate, in a tweet said that such crimes
have been committed not only by
Harry but by any attacker in Af-
ghanistan. Karimi added that West-
erners consider themselves de-
fenders of human rights, but in
practice, they do such things.

Prince Harry, whose inter-
view with ITV’s Tom Bradby was
broadcast on Sunday night, says
in the book he did not think of the
individuals killed as “people”, but
rather “chess pieces” which had
been taken off the board and “bad
people” who had been “eliminat-
ed before they could kill good peo-
ple”.

“My number is 25. It’s not a
number that fills me with satis-
faction, but nor does it embarrass
me,” he wrote. Meanwhile, a key
member of the Islamic Emirate
Anas Haqqani has also reacted and
condemned Prince Harry’s con-
fession of killing Afghan people.

 In a tweet, Haqqani said that
the ones Prince Harry killed were
not chess pieces, but they were
humans.

“Mr. Harry! The ones you

IEA’s reaction to Prince Harry’s
confession of killing Afghans

killed were not chess pieces, they
were humans; they had families
who were waiting for their return.
Among the killers of Afghans, not
many have your decency to re-
veal their conscience and confess
to their war crimes,” Haqqani
tweeted.

The IEA key member further
said: “The truth is what you’ve
said; Our innocent people were
chess pieces to your soldiers, mil-
itary and political leaders. Still,
you were defeated in that “game”
of white & black “square””.

Haqqani said that he did not

expect that the ICC would sum-
mon Prince Harry or the human
rights activists would condemn
him because they were deaf and
blind for him, hoping that these
atrocities would be remembered
in the history of humanity.

Also, the spokesperson for
foreign affairs ministry of the Is-
lamic Emirate said the “western
occupation of Afghanistan” is “an
odious moment in human histo-
ry”. Abdul Qahar Balkhi contin-
ued: “Comments by Prince Har-
ry are a microcosm of the trauma
experienced by Afghans at the

hands of occupation forces, who
murdered innocents without any
accountability.”

The 38-year-old Prince Har-
ry served in the army for 10 years
and undertook two tours of Af-
ghanistan. In his highly anticipat-
ed book, Spare, the prince says
he did not think of those he killed
as “people”, but instead as “chess
pieces”. One Afghan who lost nine
family members to a British air-
strike in 2011 was among those
calling for him to be punished by
the international community.

Saida Ahmadi
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