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KABUL: Save the Children
has said that it had resumed some
of its activities, such as health,
nutrition and some education ser-
vices, with female staff in Afghan-
istan, a statement from the agen-

Save the Children resumes some
activities with female staff in Afghanistan

cy has said.
Three weeks since the IEA

announced that Afghan women
were banned from working for any
non-government organizations
(NGOs), Save the Children said it

was restarting some of its activi-
ties where reliable assurances had
been given for a full and safe re-
turn to work for its female staff,
said the statement.

“Following the ban on female
aid workers announced by the
Ministry of Economy on Dec. 24,
2022, Save the Children paused
its activities. Our female staffs are
essential for the safe and effective
delivery of our services, and we
simply cannot operate without
them. Women make up 50% of
our workforce and are crucial for
reaching women and girls,” David
Wright, Save the Children’s Chief
Operating Officer, said as quoted
by the statement.

“While the majority of our
programs remain on hold, we are
restarting some activities – such
as health, nutrition, and some ed-
ucation services – where we have
received clear, reliable assurances
from the relevant authorities that
our female staff will be safe and
can work without obstruction.

“However, with the overarch-
ing ban still in place, our other
activities where we do not have
reliable assurances that our female
colleagues can return to work, re-

main on hold. The activities we’re
working to restart will provide
vital assistance, but these activi-
ties are only a small percentage of
our full operations.

“The ban on female NGO
workers – on top of the existing
humanitarian crisis – will drive up
the needs of children and have a
huge ripple effect. It will mean
fewer women and girls are reached
with essential support; it will
mean more children are forced into
labor and marriage because of the
pressure on households who
would otherwise be receiving cash
and livelihoods assistance; it will
mean tens of thousands of jobs
are put at risk across the sector.

“We have been working in
Afghanistan since the 1970s
through all the ups and downs and
changes, and we are doing all we
can to stay and support children
in this country. We’re committed
to returning to our normal level of
operations as soon as we can, and
we call on the Taliban to complete-
ly reverse the ban to allow Save
the Children and other NGOs to
fully resume activities with our
male and female staff.”

See P4

KABUL: The Contact Com-
mission for Afghan Personalities
said that around 471 political and
former government figures have
returned home from abroad since
May 2022.

More than 100 former Afghan
officials and politicians have re-
turned to the country in the past
three months, the commission said
in a statement the other day.

Over 100 political figures returned
home in 3 months: commission

Ahmadullah Wasiq, a spokes-
man for the commission, said the
returnees included former minis-
ters, provincial governors and oth-
er political figures.

“The returned individuals in-
cluded at the level of deputies,
ministers, governors, security
chiefs, members of parliament,
intelligence and military officers
and every level,” said Wasiq. The

commission said that in total, 471
political and former government
figures have returned from abroad
since May 2022.

The Contact Commission for
Afghan Personalities was formed
based on a decree of the Islamic
Emirate’s Supreme leader in May
2022.

The Kabul Times

SHARANA: Up to 50 resi-
dential houses have been distrib-
uted to the earthquake-affected
families of Geyan district of Pak-
tika province, the Provincial Nat-
ural Disasters Management Au-
thority (NDMA) said in a state-
ment Tuesday.

The houses have been built at

Fifty residential houses distributed
to Paktika quake-affected families

the cost of 184,000 U.S. dollars,
some (16,547,120 Afghanis) with
the financial support of the Swed-
ish Committee and distributed to
the recent heavily quake-affected
people, according to the statement.

The provincial director of
natural disasters management of
Paktika, Mawlavi Mutiullah

Mansoor, said that the Swedish
Committee-funded residential
houses have been built within
three months.

Geyan and Burmal are the dis-
tricts where the earthquake has
inflected huge financial and prop-
erty losses on the children.

The Kabul Times

KABUL: Acting Minister of
Mines and Petroleum, Shaikh
Shahabuddin Delawar, in a meet-
ing with Mohammad Amanov,
CEO of TAPI Gas Pipeline Com-
pany, demanded the start of prac-
tical work on the project, the oth-
er day.

In the meeting, the Acting
Minister of Mines and Petroleum
said: “We are happy to discuss
and wait for the practical start of
work on the mega project which
is not only vital for Afghanistan
but also for three other countries,”
according to the statement.

Meanwhile, head of the TAPI
project, appreciating the support
of the Islamic Emirate of Afghan-
istan and the efforts of the Minis-
try of Mines and Petroleum in the
implementation of the project as-
sured his country’s continued co-
operation with Afghanistan.

He called the complete works
of the project as successful and
said that they have plans in the
future as well, based on which
they will carry out its practical
works, according to the statement.

Also, in the meeting, discus-
sion and exchange of views have
been made regarding the signing
of the tripartite land acquisition
agreement between the Ministries
of Mines and Petroleum, Agricul-
ture and TAPI and gas Distribu-
tion Company to the industrial
town and the residents of Herat
province.

At the end, the representa-
tives of the Ministries of Foreign
Affairs, Agriculture and Livestock,
Finance, Environmental Protec-
tion Department and Da Afghan-
istan Bank have promised to co-
operate in the implementation of
the mentioned project.

It should be noted that the
TAPI project is 1,800 km long and
will transfer Turkmen gas to In-
dia through Afghanistan and Pa-
kistan.

Minister of Mines and Petroleum asks
for practical work on TAPI project

KABUL: The country’s Ministry of Transport and Civil Aviation said that Afghanistan’s commercial
goods transported to Turkey by
their own trucks.

“After a series of efforts be-
tween Afghan and the Turkish gov-
ernments, now Afghan traders can
export their goods via Turkmeni-
stan and Iran to Turkey,” said the
ministry in a statement the other
day.

For the first time, Afghan com-
mercial goods are now being export-
ed via Aqina Port to Turkmenistan-
Iran and then to Turkey with their
own trucks and also commercial
goods would be imported by Af-
ghans’ own trucks from Turkey to
the country, the statement said.
“Now we are loading the goods on
the trucks and then enter to the Turkey port after a series of legal procedures, also the Afghans commercial
goods by own Afghans transportation companies via Iran-Turkmenistan and through Aqina port imported
to the country”, one of the Afghan traders said. The Kabul Times

Afghan commercial goods
transported to Turkey: ministry

See P4

KABUL: The country’s Inte-
rior Ministry’s counter-narcotics
department has collected more
than 10,000 drug addicts from dif-
ferent provinces and sent to the
healthcare centers for treatment,
spokesman of the ministry, Ab-
dul Nafi Takoor said the other day.

 Meanwhile, more than 6500
addicts have also been rounded up
in Kabul and Herat provinces, the
statement quoted Takoor as say-
ing. Ruhullah one of the under-
treatment addicts who after 18
years stopped addiction has said

Thousands of drug addicts
rounded up in Kabul: MoI

that strong and firm determination
is stopping narcotics and ex-
pressed pleasure and asked the
government to work more on the
reduction of poverty and increase
job opportunities in the country.

The rounded-up individuals
included a baby girl who was born
under the Pul-e-Sokhta area of
Kabul, where her parents lived
there with other addicts, accord-
ing to the source.

At the same time, the Minis-
try of Public Health had an-
nounced that a Turkish welfare

organization has provided 1500
health kits and clothes to the ad-
dicts’ rehabilitation hospital in
Kabul, the statement quoted.

According to the reports,
about five million people are ad-
dicted to drugs countrywide and
one million of them are women
and children.

The Islamic Emirate Interior
Minister vowed to do its best to
provide treatment opportunities
for all addicts inside the country,
the statement further added.

The Kabul Times
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This year’s winter is said to be the harshest one over the past long
years. Elders believed the ongoing freezing winter with a temperature
of up to 33 degrees below zero, as one of the unprecedented and
coldest weather in the past forty years in some northern and eastern
provinces of the country.

Dozens of people, mostly children have been reported to have lost
their lives and hundreds of others are still infected with respiratory
disease in the remote and mountainous provinces with heavy snowfall
in the country’s northern and eastern zones.

The country’s Ministry of Transportation and Civil Aviation’s De-
partment of Meteorology said that this year’s temperature is 12 de-
grees lower than the last year.

The recent severe cold wave has affected many areas, particularly
the western, northwestern, northern, and northeastern regions, as well
as the country’s central regions over the past few days.

The temperature will continue to drop in the following week, as the
meteorology department for the Ministry of Transport and Civil Avia-
tion predicted.

According to reports, at least 16 people have died over the past
four days due to severe cold weather in the country.

The casualty happens, while this is the beginning weeks of the cur-
rent year’s harsh winter season.

The state ministry for disaster management has recently reported
that the deaths happened in Badghis, Nimruz, Faryab and Ghazni prov-
inces, where more than 3,000 cattle have died after being exposed to
the coldest weather.

Nowadays, people, mostly those lack enough winter equipment are
facing a lot of problems, as the ministry told media in connection to
the recent deadly climate incidents in the some provinces, including
Ghor and Paktia.

Both the related organs of the Islamic Emirate and the aid agencies
should do their best to provide all essentials for the winter affected
people and take full preparation to prevent more possible harm to the
people, as there are long days to undergo the severest freezing weath-
er.

Temporal shelters, including tents, winter clothing and other edible
and nonedible items should be provided for poor families prior to
face any harms from any possible ensuing freezing weather.

In areas, where nomads and livestock owners reside, the organs
concerned should help them purchase fodders and hays for their cat-
tle, as due to long years of drought and lack of grass, thousands of
cattle have been perished.

A proactive plan by the public health departments of each province
in cooperation with the partner aid agencies should also be on the
ground to treat those suffering from respiratory illness, as well. Let’s
join hand for the welfare of the people as the move would help prevent
mass migration and displacement on one hand and on the other hand,
remove big gap between the system and the people.

Chilly winter requires officials’
attention to needy people

As temperatures has plum-
meted as low as -35°C in some
parts of Afghanistan, more peo-
ple particularly the needy popu-
lation in various parts of the coun-
try are in need of urgent humani-
tarian assistance. Although hu-
manitarian partners have started
to provide winterization support
to families, including heating, cash
for fuel and warm clothes, but they
are not enough.

On the other hand, a number
of humanitarian partners say that
they will only resume operation
when women are allowed to work.
In a recent move, the humanitari-
an partners particularly the UN
Security Council (UNSC) have
called the Islamic Emirate for the
immediate lifting of all restrictions
on Afghan girls and women in the
country, but in reaction to the UN
Security Council’s call, the Islam-
ic Emirate said efforts are under-
way to settle all issues in line with
the Islamic Sharia law in the coun-

More people in Afghanistan in need of
humanitarian assistance during chilly winter

try.
In response to the UNSC

statement, IEA Spokesperson
Zabihullah Mujahid said: “The
Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan
(IEA) understand the concerns
but efforts are on to settle all is-
sues within the framework of the
Islamic Sharia law, but the human-
itarian assistance should not be
conditioned and political.”

“It is necessary that all inter-
national organizations and other
countries understand the current
situations and religious require-
ments of our country and that the
humanitarian issues should not be
associated with political issues;
We are ready for cooperation in
all those sectors that are in accor-
dance with the religious principles
and values of our country” Muja-
hid added.

Currently, a number of wel-
fare and humanitarian partners
have suspended their operations

in Afghanistan following the deci-
sion announced by the country’s
ministry of economy in late De-
cember last year.

This comes amid of increas-
ing poverty in the country. Thou-
sands of needy people need ur-
gent humanitarian assistance and
it’s time to resume aid distribu-
tion process in areas where peo-
ple are in need of urgent humani-
tarian assistance.

A day after the Ministry of
Economy’s decision was released,
international organizations such as
the International Rescue Commit-
tee, Save the Children, the Nor-
wegian Refugee Council (NRC),
Care International and Islamic
Relief all announced that they
would suspend their work in Af-
ghanistan until all female staff are
able to return to work.

Now that a number of inter-
national organizations have sus-
pended some of their activities in
Afghanistan, the Islamic Emirate

has said that humanitarian aids
should be not linked with the de-
cisions of the recent announce-
ment of the ministry of economy.
The Islamic Emirate asked all in-
ternational organizations to con-
tinue their work particularly dis-
tribution of humanitarian aids to
the needy population in the coun-
try.

With this, Save the Children
said it was restarting some of its
activities where reliable assuranc-
es had been given for a full and
safe return to work for its female
staff.

In a statement released by the
respective organization said that
their female staff were essential
for the safe and effective delivery
of their services, and they simply
could not operate without them
as women made up 50% of their
workforce and were crucial for
reaching women and girls in vari-
ous parts of the country.

Shukria Kohistani

Increasing road crashes
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The sole purpose of Islam is
to bring the whole world to the
same level; therefore, in the soci-
ety of Islam, the inferior and su-
perior, the king and dervish, the
rich and the poor, the wise and
the ignorant, men and women
should all be in a middle status.
Islam with the help of its teach-
ings, orders and principles deliv-
ers the message of justice and
equality to the whole world. It has
changed the aspect of religion, eth-
ics, culture and politics, and given
a new breath to the followers of
Islam to follow as the first duty.

Before Islam, how much
progress was seen in the world
was made by only one group
which was men that were given
the right to use their minds and
thoughts. If it was Egypt, and if it
was Iran or Greece, China or In-
dia, there had been no place for
women to take part in the civili-
zation, improvement of culture
and progress.

When Islam came, it has in-
vited both groups of men and

Islam & role of women
women to take their own steps
for development and let both
share the tools of development
equally.

Therefore, in the lawn of Is-
lam, any flowers which have blos-
somed, their color and smell are
completely different from others.

Before Islam, women were
treated differently in each region
and country due to the culture of
the people.

In the east, women were con-
sidered as black dots for men’s
sacredness, in Rome, women were
considered as home’s tools. In
Greece, women were considered
as the devils, the church called
women as thorns of the garden.
The Torah’s followers used to
curse women, and Europe imag-
ined women as God or equal to
God, but the holy religion of Is-
lam’s view in connection with the
role of women is completely dif-
ferent.

Islam does not completely
trample women, nor does it con-
sider them as God; instead, Islam

has chosen a good middle ground
that gives men and women all their
rights and teaches them their re-
sponsibilities as the great instruc-
tor of Islam Hazrat Mohammad
(PBUH) said, “All of you are
guardians and are responsible for
your subjects. The ruler is a guard-
ian of his subjects, the man is a
guardian of his family, the woman
is a guardian and is responsible
for her husband’s house and his
offspring; and so all of you are
guardians and are responsible for
your subjects.”

Also, Imam Bukhari by quot-
ing Hazrat Umar Farooq’s saying
said,” We did not treat women as
human beings in Makkah, but in
Madinah, women were treated
with dignity, but when Islam came
and the Almighty Allah revealed
more verses on the rights of wom-
en, then we did know the wom-
en’s rank and position.

University lecturer Saiful-
lah Sayee

To be continued

Afghanistan Ministry of Pub-
lic Health (MoPH) has informed
of building more health centers to
help people get access to health
services in the country.  A spokes-
person to the ministry of public
health in an interview with The
Kabul Times correspondent said
that currently 3,600 government
hospitals and 2,500 private hos-
pitals and health centers are oper-
ating in the country.

“There are 3,600 government
hospitals and 2,500 private hos-
pitals and clinics are delivering
health services to the people
across Afghanistan,” said Dr.
Sharafat Zaman, a spokesperson
to the ministry of public health.

Pointing to achievements of
the country’s ministry of public
health, Sharafat Zaman said that
they have made good achieve-
ments in the field of diagnostic,
therapeutic and preventive cases,
including the construction of 150

MoPH planning to construct
more health centers countrywide

health centers, launching nine cam-
paigns against polio, reduction of
polio cases in Afghanistan to only
two positive cases, the develop-
ment of health centers, supply of
medicines and recruitment of
3,500 health personnel.

He further said that efforts
were underway for the improve-
ment of health services and the
results would be soon shared with
the media.

According to MoPH’s
spokesperson, the committee has
been tasked to evaluate all private
and public hospitals or clinics
whether they provide people with
good health services or not. The
MoPH’s spokesperson further
said that results of the commit-
tee’s outcome would be also
shared with the people in near
future.

Dr. Zaman added that the min-
istry of public health has been able
to evaluate nearly 3,000 hospitals

and clinics in the past one year,
saying that a number of clinics and
health centers have been closed as
they did not provide proper health
services to the patients.

He said that 40 percent of the
country’s areas have been de-
prived from health services dur-
ing the previous government,
stressing that the ministry of pub-
lic health, therefore, MoPH
planned to build 150 health cen-
ters in the country. Sharafat Za-
mana added that the ministry was
planning to build 500 more health
centers during the current year.

It is worth mentioning that the
Ministry of Public Health is work-
ing on the health system so that
all people have access to health
centers. Besides, the ministry of
public health has made continued
efforts to build the capacity of
medics in health centers across the
country.

Samiullah Momand

In early 2022, the Islamic
Emirate established a commission
to pave the ground for the return
of former political leaders who left
the country following the Islamic
Emirate (IEA) takeover in mid-
August.

The committee, called as the
‘Commission of Contact with
Afghan personalities’, has seven
members led by acting minister of
mines and petroleum Mawlavi
Shahabuddin Delawar, acting min-
ister of foreign affairs Mawlavi
Amir Khan Muttaqi, acting Min-
ister of Information and Culture
Mawlavi Khairullah Khairkhwa,
army chief of staff Fasihuddin
Fetrat, Mohammad Khalid Ha-
nafi, and Anas Haqqani are other
members of the commission.

 Officials for the commission
of contact with Afghan leaders and
former politicians say more than
100 former Afghan officials and
politicians have returned to the
country since the commission
started work in early 2022.

“Those who are returning to
their home country are former
ministers, provincial governors
and other political figures,” said
Ahmadullah Wasiq, a spokesper-
son for the commission contact-
ing former Afghan personalities
living abroad.

According to the commis-
sion’s spokesperson, the returned

IEA welcoming all
those returning home

individuals included at the level
of ministers, deputy ministers,
provincial governors, security
personnel, members of parliament,
and intelligence and military of-
ficers. Based on the information
of the commission, a total of 471
political and former government
officials have returned their home
since May 2022.

Among the former officials
who have returned to their home
country over the past nine months
are a former deputy minister of
transportation, a director of the
state-run electricity company, an
official from the national Security
Council, and even a Defense Min-
istry spokesman and other key
political figures.

The Islamic Emirate has an-
nounced repeatedly that it wel-
comes all those who are interest-
ed in returning to their home, say-
ing that the returnees will be fully
protected and their security is as-
sured.

A number of Afghan experts
believe that with building an envi-
ronment of trust more Afghans
will join the process and return
their home. According to the ex-
perts, the country needs them as
most of those living abroad are
influential figures and can play
vital role in the development of
the country.

Currently, a large number of
Afghans living in different coun-
tries in the world particularly Eu-
rope, U.S. and Canada are inter-
ested in returning home. They
have mostly demanded that the
bank funds of Afghanistan be
freed, humanitarian aid should be
increased and further efforts
should be made for positive en-
gagement with the Islamic Emir-
ate.

It is worth mentioning that the
leadership of the Islamic Emirate
(IEA) has repeatedly announced
public amnesty and invited all
Afghans living abroad to return to
the country so that they can help
their compatriots and serve their
people.

Saida Ahmadi

A number of Kabul residents
said they feel frustrated with pow-
er outages in the city that have
continued for the past few weeks,
leaving people with many chal-
lenges amidst the freezing winter.

The residents asked the gov-
ernment to address the matter.
According to the residents, elec-
tricity is supplied four to five
hours a day, which is not enough
for them.

“The issue of electricity has
reached its peak, especially in the

 Kabul residents ‘frustrated’
with continued power outages

Makrorayan area because we can-
not use gas and the heating sys-
tem is not activated yet,” said
Shabana, a Kabul resident.

“There is water shortage. If
we don’t have electricity, we
don’t have water too,” said
Sherzai, a Kabul resident.

The business community said
that the power shortage has also
affected factories in Kabul’s in-
dustrial park.

“We don’t have electricity
even for one hour. We should use

thermal power resources until the
transmission lines for power sup-
ply from Uzbekistan are recon-
nected,” said Sakhi Ahmad Pay-
man, first deputy of the Chamber
of the Industry and Mine.

The country’s power distrib-
utor, Da Afghanistan Breshna
Sherkat (DABS), said at least 30
percent of the electricity for Kab-
ul is supplied through internal
sources.

“Efforts are underway to pro-
vide electricity for people for two

hours,” said Hekmatullah Mai-
wandi, DABS spokesman.

A former DABS chairman,
Amanullah Ghalib, meanwhile,
suggested that there is a need to
invest in producing electricity
from coal.

“We have to invest in the
country’s resources such as coal
because Afghanistan has a lot of
coal sources,” Ghalib said.

Afghanistan imports most of
its needed power from Uzbeki-
stan, Tajikistan and Iran.tolonews

The country’s power distributor, Da Afghanistan Breshna
Sherkat (DABS), said at least 30 percent of the electricity for
Kabul is supplied through internal sources.

KABUL: The Ministry of
Communication and Information
Technology (MoCIT) said that it
had remarkable achievements in
the past one year.

The ministry said in a state-
ment that it was able to provide
services in different parts of the
country in a short time, and in-
stall telecommunication antennas
in the areas where there were no
services earlier.

“The Ministry of Communi-
cation and Information Technolo-
gy had many meetings with tele-
communication companies for re-
ducing the prices of calls and in-
ternet services in the last one
year,” according to the statement.

Under the agreement between
the ministry and telecommunica-
tion companies the prices of in-
ternet were reduced from Afghani
250/GB to Afghani 110/GB which
is a huge reduction in the internet
prices since the takeover of pow-
er by the Islamic Emirate in mid-
August last year, the statement
further said.

The on-net call prices were
reduced from Afghani 2.50/min to
Afghani 1.85/min and off-net pric-
es were reduced from Afghani 3
and above/min to Afghani 2.02/
min.

These are not the final prices
they are changeable in the coming
time, as Afghanistan is a country
that buys internet from regional
countries and the geography and
conditions are different in this

Installation of 450 new
antennas planned for

countrywide quality internet

country, that’s why the prices are
higher than other countries in the
region, but now the policy for in-
ternet fiber is ready and a notice-
able improvement will take place
in the prices and quality of inter-
net after the implementation of
this policy.

 It’s worth mentioning that the
communication and information
technology ministry plans to in-
stall and activate 450 antennas and
sites in the whole country, the
budget of which will be paid from
the ministry’s TDF Department
of ATTRA Directorate.

This budget which was earli-
er used in political matters is now
used in the technical areas of the
ministry such as activating sites,
making rings, internet fiber and
other areas.

A huge and important dilem-
ma of unlawful SIM cards for the

past 20 years is now solved and
the people are happy with its
implementation. These SIM cards
were used to be registered under
various names and people used to
sell them on roadsides, but now
this problem is solved with the
new instructions from the com-
munication and information tech-
nology minister Mawlavi Najibul-
lah Haqqani that was shared with
the telecommunication compa-
nies.

Plenty of examples can be
found that the communication and
information technology director-
ates of provinces including Kabul
are trying to identify and abduct
unlawful SIM card sellers. All the
telecommunication companies and
their branches are advised to im-
plement the instructions and the
defaulters will face the consequenc-
es. The Kabul Times
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Suspicion has fallen on Rus-
sia over a series of confirmed or
apparent acts of sabotage and es-
pionage that took place late last
year in Western Europe, experts
say, with European countries in-
creasingly taking measures in re-
sponse.

The acts came after two
events that hurt Russian interests.
In September, explosions in the
Baltic Sea put Russia’s Nord
Stream gas pipelines to Germany
out of use. The Kremlin blamed
the sabotage on the United King-
dom, without evidence. Ukraine
and Poland blamed Russia but also
provided no evidence.

Then, on October 7, the
Kerch Strait Bridge was bombed,
interrupting Moscow’s ability to
supply Russian-annexed Crimea,
an attack Russia blamed on
Ukraine’s military intelligence.

It may have been a coinci-
dence, but the day after the Kerch
bridge bombing, trains across
northern Germany ground to a
halt after cables that enabled train
drivers to communicate were sab-
otaged.

“It is clear that this was a tar-
geted and malicious action,” min-
ister for transport Volker Wissing
told a news conference, without
identifying who might be respon-
sible.

Two days later, the Danish
island of Bornholm was plunged
into darkness after the undersea
cable that supplies it with elec-
tricity from Sweden was severed.

Europe awakens to the threat
of sabotage by Russian agents

On October 19, internet ca-
bles were severed in the south of
France at three locations simulta-
neously. Cloud security compa-
ny Zscaler said the cable cuts,
which severed digital highways
linking Marseille with Lyon, Bar-
celona and Milan, had “impacted
major cables with connectivity to
Asia, Europe, US and potentially
other parts of the world”.

Internet service provider Free
posted photographs of data ca-
bles severed inside their buried
concrete housings, calling the
event “an act of vandalism”.
France had suffered a similar at-
tack in April.

During the same month, Nor-
way’s domestic security authori-
ties said they were investigating
suspicious instances of drones
being flown near airfields and en-
ergy infrastructure, and in Decem-

ber Lithuania reported an increase
in unauthorised drone flights over
military sites.

“In one of the military facili-
ties, more violations were record-
ed in one month this year than in
the whole of last year,” said the
armed forces.

Suspicion for these activities
is focusing on Unit 29155, a
branch of the General Staff of the
Russian Armed Forces consisting
of deep-cover intelligence opera-
tives who operate abroad.

“By all available accounts,
Unit 29155 has been in existence
since at least 2009. It consists of
a small number of personnel, pos-
sibly around 200, with an addi-
tional 20-40 operations officers,”
said Joseph Fitsanakis, professor
of intelligence and security stud-
ies at Coastal Carolina Universi-
ty. aljazeera

China’s population has de-
creased for the first time in more
than 60 years, official data shows
— a historic turn for the world’s
most populous nation that is now
expected to see a long period of
population decline.

The country of 1.4 billion has
seen birth rates plunge to record
lows as its workforce ages, a drop
that analysts warn could stymie
economic growth and pile pres-
sure on the country’s strained
public finances.

The mainland Chinese popu-
lation stood at approximately
1,411,750,000 at the end of 2022,
Beijing’s National Bureau of Sta-
tistics (NBS) reported on Tues-
day, a decrease of 850,000 from
the end of the previous year.

The number of births was 9.56
million, the NBS said, while the
number of deaths stood at 10.41
million. Men also continued to
outnumber women in China by
722.06 million to 689.69 million.

The new figures mark the first
fall in China’s population since
1961, when the country battled

China’s population shrinks
for first time in over 60 years

the worst famine in its modern
history, caused by Mao Zedong’s
disastrous agricultural policy
known as the Great Leap For-
ward.

China has long been the
world’s most populous nation,
but is expected to soon be over-
taken by India, if it has not al-
ready. Estimates put India’s pop-
ulation at more than 1.4 billion.

The head of the NBS, Kang
Yi, said people should not worry
about China’s population decline
as the country’s overall labour
supply still exceeds demand.

Though China ended its strict
“one-child policy” in 2016 and in
2021 allowed couples to have
three children, the policy change
has not reversed the demographic
decline.

In the long term, United Na-
tions experts believe, China’s pop-
ulation could reduce by 109 mil-
lion by the year 2050, more than
triple the decline of their previ-
ous forecast in 2019.

‘Demographic crisis’
Al Jazeera’s Katrina Yu, re-

porting from Beijing, said China
has tried many initiatives to avoid
a “demographic crisis”, including
dropping the one-child policy and
increasing parental leave as well
as subsidies. However, such ef-
forts do not appear to have
worked.

“If we delve further into the
figures it says that China’s birth
rate was 6.77 births per 1,000
people and its death rate has
climbed to the highest that it’s ever
been as well,” she said.

While “health authorities have
been scratching their heads” and
asking why people are having few-
er children, Yu said major reasons
appear to involve the rising costs
of living in Chinese cities and the
COVID-19 pandemic response.

“I think one of the reasons is
the soaring cost of living here in
China, especially in the cities when
it comes to housing, when it comes
to education, people are delaying
marriage or choosing not to get
married or not to have children at
all,” she said.

aljazeera

Searchers have deployed
drones to search for two pas-
sengers still unaccounted for af-
ter Nepal’s deadliest plane crash
in 30 years, which killed at least
70 people.

Some rescuers abseiled
down the 200-metre (656-foot)
deep gorge in search of the miss-
ing passengers. Officials say the
hope of finding anyone alive was
“nil”.

“There is thick fog here
now. We are sending search and
rescue personnel using ropes
into the gorge where parts of the
plane fell and was in flames,”
Ajay KC, a police official in
Pokhara who is part of the res-
cue efforts, told Reuters news
agency on Tuesday.

Difficult terrain and inclem-
ent weather have been hamper-
ing rescue efforts near the tour-
ist city of Pokhara, where Yeti
Airlines’ ATR 72 turboprop
with 72 people on board crashed
in clear weather on Sunday just
before landing.

Searchers found two more
bodies on Monday before the
search was called off because of
fading light.

aljazeera

Nepal plane
crash:

Search to
find last two
passengers
continues

He had just stepped into the
spring of his youth, he was giving
lessons in his cell, his country was
occupied and there was a war ev-
ery day, besides night raids in his
occupied homeland.

He promised his Allah to con-
tinue his jihad (the Holy War) and
struggle against the brutal and
sworn enemies of religion and
country, the western invaders and
their slaves until his last breath.
Because of his special sincerity,
Allah, the Almighty blesses his
works.

He was a simple madrassa (re-
ligious school) student. He did not
attend any military education or
military university. He did not
have the documents of any pres-
tigious international university of
technology nor was he a general,
colonel, or lieutenant colonel in the
army but he was a student of reli-
gious books.

Yes! I remember Mullah Gul

Shaheed Noman

1399/6/31(coinciding 2020/9/21)

Muhammad Noman, who was a
resident of Shivan village in Farah
province’s Balablok district. Shi-
van, which is the birthplace of
Shaheed Mullah Sultan Muham-
mad Saber, Shaheed Mullah Mu-
hammad Ibrahim Saber, Shaheed
Abdul Hamid Habib, Shaheed
Mahmoud, Martyr Saadat and
dozens of other heroes.

Shaheed Noman attacked the
enemy’s tanks and armored vehi-
cles on the way to Godra in Farah
province and using powerful ex-
plosive devices, he destroyed
dozens of tanks in which hundreds
of military personnel have been
shot and killed.

Shaheed Noman was very
clean of selfishness and hypocri-
sy and did not want to talk open-
ly about his actions. Colonel Ima-
muddin Sadiq, the former press
officer of Farah Province and the
current General Finance Director
of Herat-based al-Farooq Corps,

told me: “I once asked Shaheed
Noman to interview me about his
activities in front of the camera,
but he was not ready to appear
before the camera. He told me that
he wanted to talk about it because
it was a deal between him and the
Allah Almighty.

Although, Shaheed Noman
was under serious pursuit of the
enemy, but this never hindered his
military activities. Shaheed
Noman suffered strong and deep
wounds many times in his body,
instead of weakening his spirit,
contrary, his determination and
will become stronger.

Finally, this real Mujahid and
a real Talib (religious school stu-
dent) and a landmine expert, pi-
ous and devoted man became the
target of a drone and was marty-
red along with six of his col-
leagues, while he was busy hiding
a mine. May his soul rest in heav-
en.

Organizations like Save
the Children have been essen-
tial in helping Afghan chil-
dren, and their families sur-
vive for many years, especial-
ly over the past 18 months,
as an economic downturn and
natural disasters have plunged
the country into a catastroph-
ic crisis. More than 28 mil-
lion children and adults will
need humanitarian support in
2023.

Meantime, in an inter-
view with the private Tolo-
news TV, Abdul Rahman
Habib, the spokesman of the
Ministry of Economy praised
the resumption of work by
the Save the Children and
called it effective in the field
of health, nutrition and other
relevant fields, if complied
with the Islamic principles
and accepted Afghan tradi-
tions. The Kabul Times
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Save the
Children
resumes...

Saudi Crown Prince Moham-
med bin Salman on Tuesday an-
nounced the launch of the Events
Investment Fund (EIF) which
aims to develop sustainable infra-
structure for the culture, tourism,
entertainment and sports sectors
across the Kingdom, the Saudi
Press Agency (SPA) reported.

The newly established fund,
which will contribute to the King-
dom’s Vision 2030 aim of creating
a vibrant society, will look at in-
creasing foreign investment.

“The fund will focus on de-
veloping and increasing direct for-
eign investment opportunities for
a GDP impact of 28 billion riyals
($7.45 billion) by 2045,” SPA re-
ported.

Saudi Crown Prince launches
fund to support developments

in culture, tourism
EIF will also play a role spear-

heading one of the main founda-
tions of Vision 2030 that is diver-
sifying the Kingdom’s economy
and “increasing its share of non-
oil GDP, as well as supporting the
contribution of the tourism sec-
tor to annual GDP, from its cur-
rent rate of 3 percent to more than
10 percent by 2030.”

The fund, SPA added, will
also aim for creating strategic part-
nerships to boost the local indus-
try between the private and pub-
lic sectors, secure a supportive
environment for strategic partner-
ships in the events industry and
increasing the number of job op-
portunities for citizens.

Coming hand in hand with the

boom that the Kingdom has been
witnessing, the EIF aims to play
a role in positioning Saudi Arabia
as a global hub in the events sec-
tor and as a global touristic desti-
nation.

“EIF will conceptualize, fi-
nance and oversee development of
more than 35 venues by 2030,”
where its assets include indoor
arenas, art galleries, theaters, con-
ference centers, horse-racing
tracks and auto racing tracks, SPA
reported. It aims to deliver its first
asset in 2023 where the fund is
committed to the Kingdom’s sus-
tainability agenda through main-
taining highest environmental, so-
cial, and governance (ESG) stan-
dards. alarabiya

Meantime, Mohammad
Amanov, CEO of TAPI Gas Pipe-
line Company also met with the
representatives of the Interior, and
Defense Ministries and the chief
of the General Directorate of In-
telligence (GDI) and exchanged
views on the soon-start of the
project, according to another re-
port from the two security organs.

Both security authorities as-
sured him of ensuring security,
after the practical start of work
on the key project.

The Kabul Times

Minister of
Mines and

Petroleum...
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