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KABUL: The Islamic Emir-
ate of Afghanistan (IEA) has
said it was making effort to ar-
range all issues in the light of
the Islamic Sharia, Chief
Spokesman of the Islamic Emir-
ate wrote on his Twitter han-
dle the other day pointing to
the United Nations Security
Council (UNSC) meeting on
Afghanistan.

“Regarding the meeting of

UNSC meeting on Afghanistan;

Islamic Emirate making efforts to “regulate
all matters in the light of Islamic Sharia”

the UN Security Council, the
Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan
understands their concerns,
but the Islamic Emirate tries to
regulate all matters in the light
of Islamic Sharia,” Mujahid
twitted.

“Considering the responsi-
bility, it has towards the peo-
ple and religion, the Islamic
Emirate cannot allow acts
against Sharia in the country.

Countries and international
organizations should under-
stand the religious demands of
our nation and not link human-
itarian issues/aid to politics.

Based on our religious prin-
ciples and values, we are ready
to cooperate in any field,” he
said.

The IEA spokesman, in a
statement also said about the
Organization of Islamic Coop-

KABUL: A praying ceremo-
ny was held in the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs for the martyrdom
of scores of its staff during the
latest deadly incident that took
place at the gate of the ministry,
few days ago, the ministry said in
a statement the other day.

The praying ceremony which
included the recitation of some
verses of holy Quran, was attend-
ed by the deputy foreign minis-

Foreign Ministry holds
praying ceremony for recent

bombing victimseration (OIC) meeting and said
that the Islamic Emirate wel-
comes the meeting and its dec-
laration on Afghanistan.

“Indeed, the international
community should continue
its cooperation with Afghans
and no one should interfere in
Afghanistan’s internal affairs,”
said the IEA spokesman.

Concerns of the OIC orga-
nization regarding women’s
education are understandable,
but the Islamic Emirate has tak-
en a temporary step in this re-
gard, and this concern will be
resolved soon, according to
him. The Islamic Emirate wants
the all international organiza-
tions, especially the Organiza-
tion of Islamic Cooperation
(OIC), to have a close under-
standing with the Islamic Emir-
ate, said Mujahid.

The UNSC and OIC’s meet-
ings on Afghanistan come af-
ter a ban on women’s work and
education by the Islamic Emir-
ate which the authorities said
the statement on women and
girls education was temporal
that would be lifted duly.

The Kabul Times

ters, officials and personnel of the
foreign” ministry as well as the
family members of the martyrs,
according to the ministry’s state-
ment released on its Twitter.

“Families of the martyrs, dur-
ing the ceremony, expressed their
support to the Islamic system
with further devotions and sacri-
fices,” the statement said.

Extending his condolence to
those lost their lives in the inci-

dent, the country’s acting Minis-
ter of Foreign Affairs Mawlavi
Amir Khan Mutaqqi said the Is-
lamic Emirate joins their great
grieves and will not allow the en-
emy to reach its target.

According to the official re-
ports, at least five people have
been killed and scores wounded,
as a man wearing explosive vest
detonated himself outside the
ministry’s gate few days ago.

The Kabul Times

KABUL: Da Afghanistan
Bank (DAB), the country’s cen-
tral bank announced that a fresh
package of up to 40 million U.S.
dollars in humanitarian aids ar-
rived in Kabul on Saturday.

“A package of 40 million U.S.
dollars in cash aid arrived in Kab-
ul yesterday and was credited to
one of the country’s commercial
banks,” said DAB in a statement.

Da Afghanistan Bank wel-
comed the humanitarian aid of the
international community and
called for more cooperation in this
field.

The bank thanked the inter-
national community for its sup-
port of Afghanistan and asked for
further cooperation with the war-
torn country, the statement said.

Meanwhile, since the begin-
ning of humanitarian cash aid to
Afghanistan, this is the 55th aid

Fresh package of $40m in
humanitarian aid arrives in Kabul

package that reaches Kabul in the
form of cash and is delivered to
one of the commercial banks in

the country. Since the beginning
of the process of delivering hu-
manitarian aid to Afghanistan, near-

ly 2 billion U.S. dollars of human-
itarian aid has reached the coun-
try.  The Kabul Times

KABUL: A truck carrying food
items caught fire early Saturday
morning on the Salang highway, of-
ficial confirmed the other day.

“At around 10:30 am. Saturday,
a truck that was transporting food
from north of the country to the
south caught fire due to technical
problems in Pol-e-Deh Naw area of
Salang district, Sefatullah Yaser,
spokesman for the 313th brigade
based in Parwan province said as
quoted by Bakhtar News Agency.

According to Salang Pass main-
tenance officials, no one sustained
injuries in the incident.

The Kabul Times

Truck carrying food catches
fire in Parwan

K
ABUL: The Ministry
of Higher Education
held a review seminar

for the faculty of journalism that
ended late on Saturday.

The seminar was attended by
a number of representatives from
the public and private universi-
ties and relevant organs officials.

The seminar was held to re-
vise the country’s journalism fac-
ulty curriculums in order the stu-
dents to be educated in Islamic
thought and after a long discus-
sion the needed curriculums in

Review seminar for journalism
faculty ended: MoHE

accordance with Islamic sharia and
international standards were ap-
proved by majority votes and or-
dered to be taught in all public and
private universities.

 “The scientific seminar was
very constructive and important
to our academic society and no
country will advance without ed-
ucation and we must work day
and night to develop a new curric-
ulum that addresses the country’s
education needs,” Abdul Rauf
Farahi chief of the academic cur-

riculum said.
In the seminar, the lectures

have been divided in three parts;
journalism, public relations and
studies and communications and
the chief of each cluster represent-
ed their reports to the partici-
pants.

Recently, the ministry of high-
er education has conducted a pro-
gram titled “One Nation and One
Curriculum” to review the univer-
sities’ curriculum countrywide.

Nik Mohammad Nikmal

KUNUDZ: A total of 50 drug addicts have rejoined their families after treatment in northern
Kunduz province, the provincial police department said in a statement Monday.

“Fifty drug addicts have been handed over to their families, after receiving a three months
treatment period in a drug-addict treatment comp in the province,” said the statement received
by The Kabul Times.

The related organs of the IEA has pledged to fight and eliminate drugs and collect drug
addicts around the country for treatment.

Over the last three months, up to 200 drug addicts have also been rounded up around
Kunduz province and treated in cooperation with the provincial public health department.

The Kabul Times

50 drug addicts rejoin home
after treatment in Kunduz

“One Nation and One Curriculum”
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“Hijab has direct link to morality of individu-
als in society.”

Food for thought
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 Officials for the Ministry of
Economy say World Bank in its
recent statement has predicted
increasing global economic chal-
lenges during 2023. According to
the statement, given fragile eco-
nomic conditions, any new ad-
verse development such as high-
er-than-expected inflation, abrupt
rises in interest rates to contain
it, a resurgence of the COVID-19
pandemic, or escalating geopoliti-
cal tensions—could push the glo-
bal economy into recession. This
would mark the first time in more
than 80 years that two global re-
cessions have occurred within the
same decade.

A spokesperson to the coun-
try’s ministry of economy in an
interview with The Kabul Times
correspondent said that a range of
long-term programs have been set
by the ministry of economy to
somehow address the upcoming
economic challenges in the coun-
try.

“Based on the World Bank
prediction, global economic

Long-term economic programs
to reduce poverty in Afghanistan

growth will be 2.1 percent in 2023
and 2024, during which poverty
will possibly increase in the world
countries including Afghanistan,”
said Abdul Rahman Habib, a
spokesperson to the ministry of
economy.

He said that the ministry of
economy has worked on an eco-
nomic plan focusing on the reduc-
tion in poverty and economic
growth, adding that the ministry’s
programs were long-term that
could help reduce in poverty in
the country.

According to the ministry of
economy’s spokesperson, ab-
sorption of assistance from the
international community is part
of the programs of the ministry
of economy.

In the meantime, the coun-
try’s ministry of economy was
planning to launch regional con-
nectivity programs, prioritize the
agriculture sector, extraction of
mines and support domestic prod-
ucts to reduce poverty in the coun-
try.

The ministry of economy’s
spokesman by pointing to sup-
porting domestic products said
that with supporting the domes-
tic products they could reduce
importing staples and create more
job opportunities for the people.

The global economy is pro-
jected to grow by 1.7% in 2023
and 2.7% in 2024. The sharp
downturn in growth is expected
to be widespread, with forecasts
in 2023 revised down for 95% of
advanced economies and nearly
70% of emerging market and de-
veloping economies.

“The crisis facing develop-
ment is intensifying as the global
growth outlook deteriorates,” said
World Bank Group President
David Malpass. “Emerging and
developing countries are facing a
multi-year period of slow growth
driven by heavy debt burdens and
weak investment as global capital
is absorbed by advanced econo-
mies faced with extremely high
government debt levels and rising
interest rates. Weakness in growth

Scores of people have been killed and as many wounded during the
last Kabul bombing incident, which took place close to the gate of the
ministry of foreign affairs.

The so-called Islamic State (IS) or Daesh claimed responsibility for
the deadly blast, carried out by one of its members, which received
harsh reactions and strong condemnation at the national and interna-
tional levels.

The outfit, because of its anti-Islamic acts, deserves serious fight-
ing against, as they are indiscriminately killing innocent people, includ-
ing women and children.

The vicious bombing was denounced by former and the incumbent
leaders of the country as well as countries and human rights groups
worldwide.

The Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) in a statement con-
demned the attack outside the Ministry of Foreign Affairs with the
General Secretariat extending its deep condolence to the families of
the victims and wished the wounded a quick recovery.

The neighboring country Pakistan also condemned the attack, with
its foreign ministry saying in a statement: “Islamabad strongly con-
demns the brazen terrorist attack that resulted in the loss of precious
lives.”

The UN Assistant Mission in Afghanistan (UNAMA) also con-
demned the attack saying: “Violence is not part of any solution to
bring lasting peace to Afghanistan.”

All these condemnations come after the so-called Islamic State which
claims Islamic caliphate across the world, brainwashed and misled an
ordinary person to wear explosive-packed vest and blow himself to
kill innocent people.

The coward incident disclosed the real face of Takfiris (Takfiri is
an Arabic and Islamic term denoting a Muslim who excommunicates
one of his/her coreligionists) who spare no effort to kill people, de-
stroy public establishments and act in favor of the enemy of Islam.

The religious scholars of all sects should not remain silent. They
should rise their voice and deliver speech against this senseless and
indiscriminate acts of violence and perform their Islamic and national
responsibility before their Muslim nation.

The security forces of the country, with a firm and planned search
operations all over the country, should do their best to recognize all
devil elements of the Takfiris and bring them to justice.

On the other, the brave people should also cooperate with the secu-
rity forces of the country, locate the seditious elements and identify
them to the intelligence personnel, as undoubtedly, coordination and
cooperation between the two sides would help foil any malicious plots
and ensure security of the people and the country.

Once again we pray for the soul of those lost their precious lives to
the deadly incidents and wished heaven and immediate recovery to
those sustained injuries.

War on Takfiri
militants a must

and business investment will
compound the already-devastat-
ing reversals in education, health,
poverty, and infrastructure and
the increasing demands from cli-
mate change.”

Over the next two years, per-
capita income growth in emerging
markets and developing econo-
mies is projected to average
2.8%—a full percentage point
lower than the 2010-2019 aver-
age. In Sub-Saharan Africa—which
accounts for about 60% of the
world’s extreme poor—growth in
per capita income over 2023-24
is expected to average just 1.2%,
a rate that could cause poverty
rates to rise, not fall.

Based on the information of
the World Bank, by the end of
2024, GDP levels in emerging and
developing economies will be
roughly 6% below the levels ex-
pected before the pandemic. Al-
though global inflation is expect-
ed to moderate, it will remain
above pre-pandemic levels.

Shukria Kohistani
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Following the Islamic Emirate
of Afghanistan (IEA) takeover,
western media, some internation-
al organizations and so-called Af-
ghans that have supported the last
20-year occupation have started
efforts to somehow portray the
country’s economic situation
from bad to worst and show to
the world that Afghanistan eco-
nomic situation is getting worse
by passing each single day.

They are doing all this in ac-
cordance to a regular plan and in-
creasing the distance between the

The true image of
Afghanistan

nation and the government so that
the people won’t trust the gov-
ernment anymore and leave the
country in order that the new gov-
ernment faces with political and
economic challenges.

This is not the true image of
Afghanistan. It’s true that there
are economic problems in the
country, but it does not mean that
the economic situation has in-
creased following the IEA takeover
or the government has not taken
any steps in this regard or has no
any achievements.

It’s true that with economic
sanctions and continued political
pressures, Afghanistan is facing
with various challenges. Neverthe-
less, the Islamic Emirate has lots
of achievements and is working
hard to address the challenges fac-
ing Afghanistan.

Maintaining overall security
and the formation of an indepen-
dent and powerful central govern-
ment is one of the achievements
for which Afghans have worked
for 40 years. Besides, key steps
have been taken for self-sufficien-

cy and economic development.
For example, construction work
on Qushtepa Canal and other na-
tional projects is underway. With
the completion of the great nation-
al projects, Afghanistan will reach
self-sufficiency in agriculture, do-
mestic products and water sup-
ply.

Legally extraction of mines is
underway. Last week, the coun-
try’s Ministry of Mines and Pe-
troleum signed a 25-year oil ex-
ploration and extraction contract
with CPEIC, a Chinese company.
The export level of domestic prod-
ucts to foreign countries has in-
creased comparing to previous
years. Based on information from
the deputy prime minister office,
in the past nine months, Afghani-
stan’s exports level has jumped
to $1.4 billion that shows 60 per-
cent increase comparing to last
year.

To summarize, Afghanistan is
stepping toward self-sufficiency,
particularly in economic fields.
There’s a big difference what’s
really happening inside Afghani-
stan and what western media re-
ports. The Afghan people should
not come under the foreign nega-
tive propaganda, instead, they
should fully support the Islamic
Emirate. The authorities should
also fulfill their duties and respon-
sibilities in a better way so that
the country reaches self-sufficien-
cy and development.

Abu Sufia

A
cting minister of
higher education
Mawlavi Nida Mo-

hammad Nadim in his most re-
cent remarks has said that the
Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan
(IEA) is not against education,
stressing that strengthening of
modern studies or sciences is
necessary for the country’s
self-sufficiency and develop-
ment.

“If we want to have an in-
dependent country, we should
reach to sufficiency in scienc-
es and higher education and
the Islamic Emirate is commit-
ted to providing ground for
modern studies or learning sci-
ences in the country,” Nadim
said.

Previously, head of nation-
al exams authority Mawlavi
Abdul Baqi Haqqani had said
that the Islamic Emirate would
provide proper opportunities
to Afghan youth to get higher
education as strengthening
and supporting the higher ed-
ucation institutions would help
the country reach self-suffi-
ciency.

“Afghanistan can reach
self-sufficiency when educa-
tion and higher education fa-
cilities are supported and
strengthened. Besides, proper
opportunities are provided for
Afghan youth to follow their
higher education,” Haqqani
added.

The Islamic Emirate has al-
ways said that it is committed
to social and economic partici-
pation of women in the society
and recent decisions are not
permanent, but women will be
given the right to work and
study once a safe environment
of work and learning is provid-
ed for women in the country.

In the modern age, all know
better the importance of learn-

Supporting higher education
centers help Afghanistan

reach self-sufficiency

ing science as it’s science that
has done a great service to
human beings. Man, a nation-
al being, has observed prob-
lems of the environment and
this led to many discoveries in
different parts of the world.
Science is the study of the en-
vironment. It includes the
study of animals, chemicals,
force, earth, plants, etc., Impor-
tance of biology cannot be
overlooked over other fields of
science.

Science is the pursuit and
application of knowledge con-
sequences, observations and
understanding of the natural
and social world following a
systematic methodology
based on evidence. Science
plays a vital role in man’s life.
The applications of Science
are noticed right from the time

a person starts his day till he
goes to sleep. We use many
machines in our daily life which
work from the simple logic of
science.

Scientific inventions like
computers, satellites, x-rays,
radium, plastic surgery, cell
phones, electricity, the inter-
net, photography, etc., have
proved to be very useful. It is
because of science that we are
able to cope better with illness-
es today. This has made our
lives easier and increased our
lifespan. This has been possi-
ble due to the hard and contin-
uous inventions and the theo-
ries of scientists.

We use many forms of
transportation like cars, buses,
trucks, etc., to travel from one
place to another, which are
based on scientific inventions.

There is no sphere of life where
science has not helped us. Al-
most every day, either new in-
ventions are being reported, or
existing ones are being im-
proved upon. We can say that
science has made our work
faster, safer, and even more ef-
fective and efficient.

To summarize, the civiliza-
tions of the world have pro-
gressed to a higher rank due
to the benefits of science. Sci-
ence has contributed in end-
less ways to make our daily life
comfortable and easy. Today’s
world knows about the impor-
tance of Green Chemistry, and
the importance of Geology. We
do not have to stay in dark-
ness at the night. This has
been possible as a result of the
invention of bulbs and elec-
tricity. Saida Ahmadi

Prince Harry’s newly pub-
lished book went viral on so-
cial media and became popular
after the story of the martyr-
dom of Afghans was pub-
lished in the media.

 When the martyrdom of
Afghan mujahidin by Harry
was published, the people
started to read his book. This
is actually a good method of
marketing which is common in
western society.

Ashraf Ghani, the previous
regime leader was granted the
title of second thinker by a
French magazine in 2005, while
the first and third thinkers
have yet to known. Giving ti-
tles and scandals of people’s
personalities is a western com-
mon business.

Besides the book written
by Prince Harry, dozens of
books have been written by
soldiers, army generals and
national security officials dur-
ing the occupation, but no
books have been widely sold
as Harry’s book.

Following reactions to
Prince Harry’s book particular-
ly the publication of the mar-
tyrdom of Afghans story,

A quick look at Prince
Harry’s newly

published book!
Prince Harry said that his whole
family was now facing with
threat and it is interesting that
he denied that he was proud
of killing the Afghans. In one
unexpected admission, Harry
reveals that he killed 25 Tali-
ban fighters during his second
tour of Afghanistan. He knew
the number because technolo-
gy allowed him to say “with
exactness” how many “enemy
combatants” he was responsi-
ble for killing

Prince Harry has set a
record with his tell-all memoir
“Spare,” after the English lan-
guage version sold more than
1.4 million copies on its first
day of publication in the U.S.,
Canada and Britain. For exam-
ple, 400,000 copies of his book
have been sold only in Britain.

In his book, Harry writes on
his childhood and deteriorat-
ing relationship with his broth-
er, early life and marriage and
his mission in Afghanistan and
Iraq.

For what mission he head-
ed to Afghanistan, Harry point-
ed to it in his book’s third part.
He was recruited into the Brit-
ish Army at the age of 21. In

2007, he went to Iraq for a mil-
itary mission. When it came to
his family, he was told to be
back from Iraq as the security
situation was deteriorating
thereby passing each single
day. The Iraqi mujahidin had
turned the land into a hotbed
for the invaders.

 They had turned to launch
Istishadi against the invaders.

When he was back, he told
the army generals that he
would go back to the battle-
field, stressing that he would
bid farewell to the army if he
were not dispatched to the war.
The British army Okayed and
Harry was dispatched to Af-
ghanistan. Harry finally accept-
ed and packed for Afghanistan.
Britain had nearly 7,000 sol-
diers within the US-led NATO
forces in Afghanistan.

When Prince Harry finished
with training and rehearsals
programs, he arrived in Af-
ghanistan on a military plane
from Britain.

The most important thing
was to keep the mission of the
Prince’s visit to Afghanistan a
secret and not reveal it.
Mohammad Akbar Omarzada

More than 90 percent of
the population is at risk of sink-
ing below the poverty line un-
less a response to the coun-
try’s economic crises is urgent-
ly launched.

The most recent study in-
dicates that real GDP could
contract by as much as 13.2
percent, leading to an increase
in the poverty rate of up to 25
percentage points.

Currently, half of the pop-
ulation is already in need of hu-
manitarian support.

 The increasing poverty
and unemployment of people
in Afghanistan have created
many problems for both the
people and the government.

This comes amid of concern
raised by the United Nations
in connection with increasing
poverty in the country.

Meanwhile, Under Secre-
tary-General for Humanitarian
Affairs and Emergency Relief
Coordinator, Martin Griffiths in
his recent tweet has said that
millions of Afghans are facing

More Afghans at risk of
sinking below the poverty

with poverty, half of the peo-
ple urgently need access to
clean water and sanitation and
millions others remain in neigh-
boring countries.

The concerns about cop-
ing with the humanitarian cri-
sis in the approaching winter
have grown as poverty in Af-
ghanistan has spread exten-
sively. In 3 years, Afghani-
stan’s poverty rate has climbed
from 47% to 97%, according to
the Office for the Coordination
of Humanitarian Affairs
(OCHA) report.

The Afghan people’s con-
cerns regarding their hard-
ships with poverty have grown
as winter draws closer.

People in various parts of
Afghanistan lament and com-
plain about the lack of resourc-
es and extreme poverty.

Even while these issues
persisted under the previous
administration, the OCHA’s
most recent report notes that
“only in three years, Afghans
living in extreme poverty in-

creased from 47% to 97%.”
According to the report by

OCHA, the poverty rate soared
from 47% in 2020 to 70% in
2021 and then to 97% in 2022.
This means that currently, 97%
of the Afghan population lives
under the poverty line as Af-
ghanistan faces one of the
world’s worst humanitarian cri-
ses.

The rate of poverty in Af-
ghanistan in the report has
been linked to factors such as
the decline in income, a rise in
food costs and inflation,
drought, unemployment, and
natural catastrophes.

Afghanistan’s population
has long struggled with pov-
erty and unemployment, but
despite their extensive experi-
ence and educational creden-
tials in a variety of political,
cultural, and social fields, hun-
dreds of young people are still
jobless.

Mohammad Daud

Part I
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Israeli army kills two Palestinians
during raid in West Bank

Two Palestinians were
killed Saturday during an Israe-
li army raid in the occupied
West Bank, the Palestinian
health ministry said.

The two young men were
shot dead by Israeli forces
“during an assault on the vil-
lage of Jaba, south of Jenin” in
the north of the West Bank,
the ministry said.

No further details were pro-
vided on the circumstances
surrounding their deaths.

The Israeli army said in a
brief statement that it had
launched “counterterrorism
activity” near the village, dur-
ing which “suspects shot live
fire” at them from a passing
vehicle.

“The soldiers responded
with live fire. Hits were identi-
fied,” it said, adding that no
Israeli soldiers were reported
injured.

The Palestinian health min-
istry named the two young
men killed as Ezzedine Bassem
Hamamra, 24, and Amjad Ad-
nan Khaliliya, 23.

A third Palestinian, 19-
year-old Yazen Samer Jaabari,
died of his injuries after he was
shot by Israeli forces earlier this
month, the ministry said.

He was wounded during in
Israeli army operation on Jan-
uary 2 in the village of Kafr
Dan, near Jenin, in which two
other Palestinians were killed,
according to the official Pales-

tinian news agency Wafa.
The latest deaths bring up

to 12 the toll of Palestinians
killed this year during violence
in the West Bank, occupied by
Israel since 1967.

Israeli forces have
launched near-daily raids in the
West Bank following a wave
of deadly attacks in Israel last
year.

The surge in bloodshed
last year saw at least 26 Israe-
lis and 200 Palestinians killed
across Israel and the West
Bank, according to an AFP tal-
ly.

More than 150 of the fatal-
ities were in the West Bank.

Alarabiya

Ukraine’s
Zelenskyy

wants to visit
UN on Russian

invasion’s
anniversary
Ukraine’s President Volody-

myr Zelenskyy wants to visit the
United Nations to address a high-
level meeting of the 193-member
General Assembly on the eve of
the first anniversary of Russia’s
February 24 invasion of his coun-
try if the security situation per-
mits, a senior Foreign Ministry
official said Friday.

First Deputy Foreign Minis-
ter Emine Dzhaparova cautioned
in an interview with The Associ-
ated Press that many factors need
to be in place for him to come,
citing first and foremost the mili-
tary situation on the ground and a
warning from Ukraine’s intelli-
gence service that Russia is plan-
ning “a very serious offensive in
February.”

“Our president would want to
come, he has a will or intention to
come,” she said, “but it’s still a
question if there will be a security
situation that will allow him to
come.”

If Zelenskyy does come to the
UN, it would be only his second
trip outside Ukraine since the in-
vasion. He made a surprise visit
to Washington on December 21
to meet his most important back-
ers in the war against Russia —
President Joe Biden and members
of Congress whom he thanked for
their support and told that
“against all odds” Ukraine still
stands.

Ukraine’s UN Ambassador
Sergiy Kyslytsya said the Gener-
al Assembly has already sched-
uled a high-level debate on the war
on February 23, which will be fol-
lowed by a ministerial meeting of
the Security Council on February
24.

Covid cases in China
touch 900 million - study

Some 900 million people in
China have been infected with the
coronavirus as of 11 January, ac-
cording to a study by Peking Uni-
versity.

The report estimates that
64% of the country's population
has the virus.

It ranks Gansu province,
where 91% of the people are re-
ported to be infected, at the top,
followed by Yunnan (84%) and
Qinghai (80%).

A top Chinese epidemiologist
has also warned that cases will
surge in rural China over the lunar
new year.

The peak of China's Covid
wave is expected to last two to
three months, added Zeng Guang,
ex-head of the Chinese Center for
Disease Control.

Hundreds of millions of Chi-
nese are travelling to their home-
towns - many for the first time
since the pandemic began - ahead
of the lunar new year on 23 Janu-
ary.

China has stopped providing

daily Covid statistics since aban-
doning zero-Covid.

But hospitals in big cities -
where healthcare facilities are bet-
ter and more easily accessible -
have become crowded with Cov-
id patients as the virus has spread
through the country.

Speaking at an event earlier
this month, Mr Zeng said it was
"time to focus on the rural areas",
in remarks reported in the Caixin
news outlet.

Many elderly, sick and dis-
abled in the countryside were al-
ready being left behind in terms
of Covid treatment, he added.

China's central Henan prov-
ince is the only province to have
given details of infection rates -
earlier this month a health official
there said nearly 90% of the pop-
ulation had had Covid, with simi-
lar rates seen in urban and rural
areas.

However government officials
say many provinces and cities
have passed the peak of infections.

The Lunar New Year holidays

in China, which officially start
from 21 January, involves the
world's largest annual migration of
people.

Some two billion trips are ex-
pected to be made in total and tens
of millions of people have already
travelled.

Last month, China abruptly
abandoned its zero Covid policies.
It also reopened its borders on
Sunday.

Official data shows five or
fewer deaths a day over the past
month, numbers which are incon-
sistent with the long queues seen
at funeral homes and reports of
deaths on social media.

In December Chinese officials
said they planned to issue month-
ly rather than daily updates on
the Covid situation in the coun-
try.

The World Health Organisa-
tion (WHO) said China, which
stopped reporting Covid fatalities
from Tuesday, was heavily under-
reporting Covid deaths.

In response, Foreign Minis-
try spokesman Wang Wenbin
stressed again at a regular press
briefing on Thursday that Beijing
has been sharing Covid data in "a
timely, open and transparent
manner in accordance with the
law", having held technical ex-
changes with the WHO over the
past month.

International health experts
have predicted at least a million
Covid-related deaths in China this
year. Beijing has officially report-
ed just over 5,000 deaths since the
pandemic began, one of the low-
est death rates in the world.
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Fukushima
nuclear disaster:
Japan to release

radioactive
water into sea

this year
Japan says it will release

more than a million tonnes of
water into the sea from the de-
stroyed Fukushima nuclear pow-
er plant this year.

After treatment the levels of
most radioactive particles meet
the national standard, the opera-
tor said.

The International Atomic En-
ergy Agency (IAEA) says the
proposal is safe, but neighbour-
ing countries have voiced con-
cern.

The 2011 Fukushima disas-
ter was the worst nuclear acci-
dent since Chernobyl.

Decommissioning has al-
ready started but could take four
decades.

"We expect the timing of the
release would be sometime dur-
ing this spring or summer," said
chief cabinet secretary Hiroka-
zu Matsuno on Friday, adding
that the government will wait for
a "comprehensive report" from
IAEA before the release.

Every day, the plant produc-
es 100 cubic metres of contami-
nated water, which is a mixture
of groundwater, seawater and
water used to keep the reactors
cool. It is then filtered and stored
in tanks.
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1391 solar year (coinciding 2012)
Without any material privileg-

es, all members of the Afghan so-
ciety took an active part in the
fight against invaders, over the last
20 years of Jihad. They accom-
plished this duty with great sin-
cerity, integrity, commitment and
courage.

If it was not the help of these
people in the holy war against the
occupants, it would has been im-
possible for the Islamic Emirate
to reach its goal.

Get right to the heart of the
story

The plan was that any Istisha-
di (devotee) Mujahid colleague
should carry out a special opera-
tion on a specific target and an
explosive device has been provid-
ed for this purpose.

You know that in those days
it was very difficult to transport
explosives, the conditions were
very difficult and the person who
was arrested in such cases should
have remained behind the black
bars for years.

I shared the issue with one of
my colleagues, Qari Sahib Badru-
ddin (who is currently the direc-
tor of Radio and Television of
Afghanistan (RTA) in Farah prov-
ince, we must say that he is very
pious, pure, and a brave Mujahid
and a good and serious person
with high moralities) and he told
me that he will inform me as soon
as possible. After a short time, he
shared this issue with his mother
and she replied: “My son! I am
ready to transfer this if you want.”

Qari Badruddin called me that
his mother wanted to do the great
job and that she was ready for this
sacrifice.” I also agreed with him.

Two days later, Qari Sahib

and his blessed mother came and
gave her the explosives prepared
for the devotee youth and then
took the device to his place with
great courage.

Undoubtedly, during the oc-
cupation, our mothers and sisters
have attended Jihad alongside their
brothers and heroes.

Once one of my colleagues, Dr.
Baryalay, who had also been one
of the prisoners with me said he
had an old mother wishing him not
to attend the war, because she had
only one son (me). Then I asked
him if he could take her mother
near me. He agreed and took her
mother here to meet with me.
“Why you don’t let your son [Dr.
Sahib] to take part in Jihad, while
Jihad has become Farz, an obliga-
tion upon all of us including men
and women even you, the wom-
en, because of the occupation of
our country by the infidels,” I
asked. I also presented other shar-
ia-based reasons to encourage
him/her to attend jihad.

She replied: “Okay, if this is
so, I don’t want the only my son
to return from Jihad and also want
to wash your clothes.”

One of this old mother’s
grandsons, named Abdul Saboor
was martyred in a drone attack
while another Abdul Qayoum was
arrested during an American mili-
tary ambush and sent to jail in the
U.S.’s forces-controlled Bagram
base.

The old mother has always
wished to once see her grandson
alive and then die with great faith.

After one year, her grandson
was released from the jail and met
her grandmother, while few days
later he died too. (his soul may

rest in paradise.)
Mohammad Sadiq who was

one of my old friends, has pro-
vided one of the rooms of his
house as our center. As the situa-
tion in 1388 (coinciding 2009) was
growing challenging, few people
were ready to obviously use his
room as a center, while Moham-
mad Sadiq’s guesthouse was our
compound.

His mother was lucky and pi-
ous who honestly served us. One
day the area came under military
operation and all residents of the
villages left their homes, but his
mother remained home.

“Mother! Why you don’t
leave your home, while the whole
villagers have already left,” I
asked.

“When I leave, who will serve
and cook food for you? I am not
better than you,” she replied.

One of my friends Moham-
mad Isa Sajid who was a very
brave Mujahid told me that there
was a house, whenever they get
it, the stove was hot and warm
bread was ready. “Once we want-
ed to plant a mine alongside a road,
from where the occupants’ vehi-
cles would have been driven.

We waited for a long in the
night, but we failed due to an in-
appropriate situation. We went to
this house, where the hot stove
and hot bread were ready,” he ex-
plained.  Subhanallah, how this
woman could serve us and other
Mujahidin who convoyed the
Mujahidin to success!

May Allah help the Islamic
Emirate authorities to become the
real actors of the people’s wishes
and through the formation of a real
Islamic system.

Iran hangs former
defence ministry official

for spying for UK

Tehran, Iran – Iran has exe-
cuted a former deputy defence
minister on allegations of spy-
ing for the United Kingdom.

The judiciary’s official
news outlet confirmed on Sat-
urday morning that Alireza
Akbari, a British-Iranian dual
national, was hanged after be-
ing convicted of “corruption
on Earth” and acting against
national security by spying for
British intelligence.

It added that Akbari was
earlier sentenced to death for
“harming the country’s inter-
nal and external security by
passing on intelligence”.

“The actions of the British
spy service in this case have
shown the value of the con-
vict, the importance of his ac-
cess and the enemy’s trust in
him,” it added.

It claimed he had received
training from the MI-6, estab-

lished shell companies to
thwart Iranian intelligence ser-
vices, had intelligence meet-
ings in various countries, in-
cluding Austria and the UAE,
and received British citizen-
ship as a reward for “betray-
ing” his country.

Britain’s Prime Minister
Rishi Sunak called it “a callous
and cowardly act carried out
by a barbaric regime with no
respect for the human rights of
their own people”.

Foreign Minister James
Cleverly said: “This barbaric
act deserves condemnation in
the strongest possible terms.
This will not stand unchal-
lenged.”

He had previously called
for a halt to Akbari’s execution,
saying “this is a politically mo-
tivated act by a barbaric regime
that has total disregard for hu-
man life”.

The United States had also
called for stopping the execu-
tion.

Akbari was alleged to have
passed on information about
dozens of senior Iranian offi-
cials, including Mohsen Fa-
khrizadeh, a top nuclear scien-
tist assassinated in a town near
Tehran in 2020. Iran blamed the
attack on Israel.

According to the Iranian
judiciary, Akbari began work-
ing with British intelligence in
2004 for five years before leav-
ing the country. In 2009, he
was allegedly advised by the
UK to leave Iran.

Akbari then allegedly re-
entered Iran several years lat-
er to continue his activities,
and was ultimately arrested.

The judiciary did not an-
nounce the date of his arrest
but he was reportedly taken
into custody in 2019.

Earlier this week, the state-
run IRNA news agency re-
leased a video purporting to
show “confessions” by Akbari,
who is said to have been a
close ally of Ali Shamkhani,
Iran’s current security chief
and defence minister from 1997
to 2005, when Akbari was his
deputy.

Akbari’s family had told
British media he was innocent
and had fallen victim to “polit-
ical games” in Iran.

Aljazeera


	P1
	P2
	P3
	P4

