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KABUL: Afghanistan’s
charge d’affaires in Islamabad Sar-
dar Ahmad Shekib met with a
number of Afghan students the
other day, a statement said.

In the meeting, Sardar Shekib
listened to the students’ problems
and emphasized the importance
of knowledge and learning.

“Under the current situation,
what our society, nation and coun-
try need seriously and urgently is

IEA charge d’affaires to
Pakistan meets Afghan students

learning knowledge and the train-
ing of expert personnel,” he said.

“You should do your best to
learn science and art and work to-
gether brotherly, away from all
ethnic, linguistic and geographical
discriminations,” Shekib said add-
ing that you represent a country
and a geography, and you will
surely understand the mission and
authenticity that is on your shoul-
ders.

“With education and learning,
we will be able to play a role in
the development of our society
and country. Let’s show the pos-
itive image of the great nation of
Afghanistan,” he said.

At the end, he promised the
Afghan students about the coop-
eration of the embassy and their
workers.

The Kabul Times

KABUL: Spokesman of the
Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan,
Zabihullah Mujahid that all relat-
ed aid agencies of the country have
made necessary preparations for
winter crisis.

With the arrival of winter, in
order to address the citizen’s prob-
lems, the related aid agencies of
the country have taken necessary
steps to prevent human losses,
Mujahid further wrote in his offi-
cial twitter.

The Afghan Red Crescent So-
ciety, the Ministries of Natural
Disasters Management, Public
Health, Refugees and Repatria-
tions, and Martyrs and Disabled
are ready to provide assistance
countrywide to the needy people,
Mujahid added.

The Kabul Times

Aid agencies ready to provide winter
assistance nationwide, Mujahid

K
ABUL: On Interna
tional Anti-Corrup
tion Day, the Islamic

Emirate spokesperson Zabihullah
Mujahid said that the Anti-Cor-
ruption Commission will restart
its work soon, a statement quot-
ed the other day.

Due to financial problems, the
commission’s operations had been
suspended, Mujahid said.

Anti-Corruption commission
to resume work, Mujahid

“If there was a need for an
anti-corruption commission, we
have it already. Because of eco-
nomic challenges it has been sus-
pended. As the fight against cor-
ruption is concerned, there is cur-
rently no corruption in the offic-
es,” said Zabiullah Mujahid,
spokesman of the Islamic Emir-
ate of Afghanistan.

Meanwhile, the deputy

spokesman added that the current
governmental organizations are
free from corruption now.

The IEA said they were com-
mitted to removing corruption all
over the government departments
from the first day of their take-
over. And now they completely
have removed corruption from the
government departments.

The Kabul Times

KABUL: Chinese Presi-
dent Xi Jinping, during his visit
to Saudi Arabia, discussed Af-
ghanistan, among other issues,
in a meeting with the country’s
Crown Prince Mohammed bin
Salman, Bakhtar News Agen-
cy reported the other day.

Both sides stressed the in-

Saudi Arabia, China
pledges more aids to

Afghanistan

crease and continuation of hu-
manitarian aid to Afghanistan
in order to improve the human
situation in the country.

The leaders of Saudi and
China stressed that the world
should not leave Afghanistan
alone and efforts should be
made to improve the economic

situation in this country, ac-
cording to the agency.

Meanwhile, Chinese au-
thorities have repeatedly in-
sisted on the continuation of
humanitarian aid to needy Af-
ghan people.

The Kabul Times

KABUL: Dozens of male and
female students graduated from
various fields of the Bamyan pro-
vincial university, the other day a
media reported.

AIBAK: The provincial
governor of Samangan held its
weekly administrative meeting
with the Deputy Prime Minis-
ter for Administrative Affairs,
al-Hajj Mawlavi Abdul Salam
Hanafi on the chair, a state-
ment from the governor office
said the other day.

In the meeting, the whole
provincial organs officials have
been asked to cooperate with

Cooperate with each other in foiling
enemy plots, Deputy PM Hanafi

each other in foiling the ene-
my plots, as the deputy Prime
Minister termed governors the
representative of the Islamic
Emirate in the provinces.

“Officials of the province
should treat well with the peo-
ple,” Hanafi asked.

The participants also dis-
cussed the semi-completed
projects and asked for sending
the related report to the center

for further investigation.
The deputy PM also prom-

ised to introduce four districts
as official administration in the
province and said the issue
would soon be implemented,
according to the statement.

Issues about Almar and
Dehandara dams and the chal-
lenge of the Kohistan road, has
also been discussed in the
meeting, with the participants

asking the Islamic Emirate au-
thorities for solving the prob-
lems. Governor of the province
Mullah Mohammad Shuaib
and the provincial police chief
Mawlavi Nik Mohammad Huza-
ifa and Head of the provincial
General Department of Intelli-
gence who have also attended
the meeting shared their view-
points with the participants.

The Kabul Times

Bamyan university graduates
hope for employment, media

“Under the current situation, what our society, nation and
country need seriously and urgently is learning knowledge and

the training of expert personnel,” he said.

“1,300 male and female stu-
dents graduated in this round,”
said Hazrat Mohammad Burhani,
the chancellor of Bamyan Univer-
sity as quoted by Tolonews, a

private TV.
The university graduates

asked the Islamic Emirate to pro-
vide work opportunities for them.

“I am delighted that I gradu-

ated from the university in this
very tough situation, and I hope
that I will be given a job,” said
Jamila, a student, according to the
TV.

“I hope that the government
will provide us with a good envi-
ronment so we can serve our na-
tion,” said Amina, a student.

“190 students graduated from
the Faculty of Economics this
year alone, and all of them need
jobs,” said Mohammad Baqer
Marefat, lecturer at the universi-
ty, the TV quoted.

The university officials as
quoted by the TV said Nearly 300
students have just been introduced
to Bamyan University by the
Ministry of Higher Education and
will begin their studies there next
year.

The Kabul Times

KUNDUZ: The country’s
counter-narcotics police have de-
stroyed a drug processing labo-
ratory and arrested six suspects
in northern Kunduz province,
head of provincial information
and culture, Mutiullah Ruhani
said Saturday.

“Police launched an opera-
tion in Khanabad district’s Ni-
kpay village of the province,
where a drug processing factory
was detected and destroyed and
six people charged with produc-
ing the illicit item were arrested

Drug processing lab destroyed, 6 arrested in Kunduz
Friday midnight,” the official told
media.

An amount of raw materials,
used in manufacturing the drug,
has also been seized during the
operation, according to the offi-
cial who added the cases of the
arrestees had been referred to the
related organs for more investiga-
tion.

Since its takeover of the coun-
try in August 2021, the Islamic
Emirate has vowed to crack down
on poppy cultivation and drug
trafficking nationwide.

The Kabul Times
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“Hijab has direct link to morality of individu-
als in society.”

Food for thought
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The issue of human rights in Afghanistan, has become a hot dis-
cussion in many world countries which claim they are rights activists.
Actually, Afghanistan itself has made hot topics of world media, after
more than one year of the Islamic Emirate’s resuming power.

Girls’ education and women’s work are still among serious issues
at the national and international level, in addition to some certain vi-
cious groups’ claims that Afghanistan, by providing shelters to mili-
tant groups, has turned a threat to the region or the neighbors.

Human rights, particularly women work and education have even
been one of the main conditions that the Islamic Emirate of Afghani-
stan has to respect in Doha agreement.

Also, recently, a conference entitled “International Conference on
Afghan Women’s Education” co-chaired by Indonesia and Qatar, was
convened in Bali of Indonesia on 8 December late on last week.

This was the first such meeting to be held since the takeover of
power by the Islamic Emirate in the largest Muslim country, where
representatives of 38 countries, international organizations, NGOs and
academics have attended.

The participants stressed the need for supporting women’s educa-
tion in Afghanistan.

Some speakers of the conference said ‘female education is an in-
vestment for the future of the nation’ and added that hundreds of
Afghan women would be provided with scholarships to educate out
of the country, while some said Afghan women are deprived of edu-
cation.

A religious speaker at the conference asked the Islamic Emirate to
lift all restrictions and help both men and women get access to educa-
tion equally.

Anyway, this should be noted that any system has its own program
for managing affairs of its nation and the key point, as the Islamic
Emirate has always stated, is making an Islamic sharia-based curricu-
lum other than what has earlier been applied under the so-call demo-
cratic systems, in the country.

As a spokesman of the Islamic Emirate said, all affairs of the coun-
try are carried out within the Islamic sharia and the Islamic system is
committed to all women rights including their education, in the coun-
try.

Brining amendments in the education curriculum is not a simple
task, which could be finalized easily. This requires enough time and
most importantly the Islamic Emirate knows what to do for the na-
tion, including their rights better than others.

So, the Islamic Emirate is capable of making decision about the
Afghans fates, including their rights of work or education and there is
no need of others’ plan in this respect.

Afghanistan is now in a dire need of cooperation to boost its eco-
nomic situation and overcome poverty, as the Islamic Emirate is com-
mitted to implement all affairs under the Islamic system.

IEA capable to decide
Afghans’ fate

T
he United Nations In
ternational Chil
dren’s Emergency

Fund (UNICEF) has said that
79 percent of recently surveyed
households in Afghanistan
have reported a lack of water.
This comes amid of increasing
concern over problems of lack
of water caused by continued
drought in the country.

Speaking in a news confer-
ence the other day, UNICEF Af-
ghanistan spokesperson
Salam Al-Janabi told reporters
that the problem of lack of wa-
ter was serious and UNICEF
would help Afghanistan in ad-
dressing the problem, saying
that the organization would
bring clean, safe water to 9 mil-
lion people the following year.

“The United Nations Inter-
national Children’s Emergency
Fund (UNICEF) has provided
for 6m people with access to
drinking water, and it will bring
clean, safe water to 9 million
people – by building new sys-

Concerns over drought &
lack of water in Afghanistan

tems and repairing those that
are damaged,” Al-Janabi said,
adding that their survey has
shown that 79 percent of
households in Afghanistan are
facing with lack of water.

Meanwhile, Afghan house-
holds are also expressing their
concern over the lack of water
in the country. A number of res-
idents of Kabul say most of
wells have dried and people are
facing with lack of water in
their areas.

“We’ve been facing with
lack of water for the past few
years,” said Nadira, a resident
of Kabul.

 She said that potable wa-
ter was distributed to house-
holds every four day, adding
that such water distribution
plan couldn’t solve their prob-
lems as they needed much wa-
ter to use.

A number of Kabul resi-
dents believe that the crisis of
lack of water will get worse if
the current drought continues.

“Relevant organs particu-
larly welfare national and inter-
national organizations should
go for digging water wells in
some areas so that the people
get access to potable water.

“We are a family of ten
members and it is difficult for
us to purchase drinking water
as we cannot afford to buy it
regularly.

We use the water of our
homes well for drinking, but it’s
not hygiene as two members
of our family got sick after
drinking the well’s water,” said
Wazir Mohammad, another
resident of Kabul.

Meanwhile, most people
living in remote areas or far
from the city do not have ac-
cess to even unhygienic water
in their areas.

They mostly bring water
from other areas in the neigh-
borhood.

Health experts have
warned of spreading various
diseases among people par-

ticularly the children in remote
areas if drinking water is not
provided for the people.

Global warming and climate
change have resulted in water
shortages in most parts of Af-
ghanistan particularly Kabul,
the capital.

 There are numerous fac-
tors that have helped lower the
groundwater level in Kabul and
other cities of Afghanistan.

It is said that lack of a prop-
er potable water plan, un-
planned development of the
city, concrete structures, pave-
ment of streets, damage to the
natural cycle of water provi-
sion, establishment of plants,
car washing and improper use
of agriculture water are consid-
ered as local factors in lower-
ing the groundwater level in
Kabul and other big cities of
the country.

Shukria Kohistani
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The trafficking and use of
drugs in Afghanistan can af-
fect nearly all aspects of the
people’s lives. Drug addiction
is not just a compulsion but an
actual disease that requires
treatment and compassion,
just like any other chronic
health condition.

And addiction affects
many more people than just the
addicts themselves. An addic-
tion to drugs comes at a great
cost, on both an individual and
community-wide scale.

In Afghanistan, there are
several centers for the treat-
ment of drug-addicts. Recent-
ly, officials at the 150-bed drug
rehabilitation in Kabul have
said that they are struggling to
provide essential services for
patients. Currently, the center
treating women and children is
facing economic challenges
due to lack of international
aids.

Illicit drugs creating major
problems for society

Dozens of women and chil-
dren are currently under treat-
ment at the center.

 According to the center’s
officials, there are children who
are with their mothers and
sometimes children who are
bought in from a street or from
under bridges, who don’t have
their parents with them are reg-
istered and accepted for treat-
ment.

The center had been previ-
ously supported and its em-
ployees’ salaries were being
paid by development funds.
Currently, all of the center’s
services are feeble including
the services for the patients as
those under treatment at the
center are provided with vege-
tables and fruits.

In recent months, dozens of
drug-addicted women have
been collected in Kabul.

The Kabul security com-
mand has said that more than

100 drug-addicted women
have been collected from dif-
ferent parts of Kabul in the past
one year. Most women are now
under treatment at the center.

With the Islamic Emirate of
Afghanistan (IEA) takeover in
mid-August last year, in a ma-
jor crackdown on illegal prac-
tices in the country, the Islam-
ic Emirate of Afghanistan’s
(IEA) supreme leader in April
this year issued a decree ban-
ning the cultivation of poppies
in Afghanistan.

According to the decree,
“all Afghans are informed that
from now on, cultivation of
poppy has been strictly pro-
hibited across the country. “If
anyone violates the decree, the
crop will be destroyed immedi-
ately and the violator will be
treated according to the Shar-
ia law,” the decree said.

The decree stated that in
addition to this, usage, trans-

portation, trade, export and
import of all types of narcotics
such as alcohol, heroin, Tablet
K (which can contain metham-
phetamine and/or heroin),
hashish and all drug manufac-
turing factories in Afghanistan
are strictly banned. The decree
noted that “enforcement of this
decree is mandatory”. In addi-
tion, anyone breaking this law
with be “prosecuted and pun-
ished”.

Currently, there are nearly
3 million drug-addicts in Af-
ghanistan, which is so painful.
The Islamic Emirate of Afghan-
istan has pledged to prevent
from producing and cultivation
of poppy and drugs in the
country.

Besides, countering the
phenomenon requires close
cooperation and determination
of the international communi-
ty.

Saida Ahmadi

The Islamic Emirate (IEA)
leadership has informed of ac-
celeration of construction work
on Qush Tepa Canal in the
country’s north Badakhshan
province. High-ranking offi-
cials of the Islamic Emirate
have recently paid visits to the
country’s north to assess con-
struction work on the coun-
try’s biggest economic and
national project.

During his recent visit to
assess the construction work
on the Qush Tepa Canal in the
country’s north, Deputy Prime
Minister Mawlavi Abdul Salam
Hanafi has said the first phase
of Qush tepa Canal would be
completed in one year instead
of two years as work has been
doubled on the construction of
the canal.

According to Mawlavi Ha-
nafi, 34 percent of work on the
first phase of the canal which
is 108 km and from Kaldar dis-

Decades of conflict and vi-
olence, coupled with drought
and earthquake, have had dev-
astating impacts not only on
the people of Afghanistan, but
also on its natural environment,
once pristine and rich in bio-
logical diversity.

Increasing air pollution has
raised concern among the peo-
ple and relevant organs. In re-
cent days, various meetings
have been held to find ways to
address increasing pollution in
the country particularly in
Kabul, the capital.

A number of participants,
including university lecturers,

Decades of conflict cause devastating
impacts on natural environment

taking part in a seminar held
recently on air pollution have
expressed concerns over the
increase of air pollution in the
capital Kabul. At the seminar,
named “Investigation of the
Environment, Problems and
Solutions” held by the Acade-
my of Science, the participants
have said that Kabul city is one
of the most polluted cities in
the world.

According to the seminar’s
participants, air pollution is at
the highest level in Kabul city,
and it is going to be among the
most polluted capitals in the
world. However, the country’s

National Environmental Pro-
tection Agency (NEPA) be-
lieves that air pollution has
decreased in Kabul in compar-
ison to previous years.

In recent weeks, NEPA has
ordered owners of towers, res-
idential townships and brick
production companies to in-
stall filters. According to
NEPA, burning coal, plastic
and other cheap fuels and as
well as the exhaust emissions
from old vehicles are the main
sources of air pollution in Kab-
ul.

Currently, Afghanistan’s
population is facing a growing

array of environmental prob-
lems including some unrelent-
ing deforestation and land
degradation, uncontrolled ur-
banization and solid waste dis-
posal, worsening air and water
pollution, depletion of ground-
water, limited renewable ener-
gy alternatives, and more fre-
quent and severe floods,
droughts, and landslides.

Decades of conflicts and vi-
olence, poor infrastructure in
the past 20 years, and the ac-
celerating impacts of climate
change are seriously limiting
efforts to get a better grip of
the deteriorating situation and
its effects on human well-be-
ing.

Air pollution is one of the
main environmental risk factors
for increased mortality in Af-
ghanistan, according to WHO
estimates. Household air pol-
lution causes approximately 27
 000 deaths per year, whereas
ambient or outdoor air pollu-
tion causes over 11
 000 deaths annually.

Although most of the pop-
ulation are unaware of the risks
of air pollution, the increasing
levels of PM2.5 have contrib-
uted to an increase in disease
burden of asthma, chronic ob-
structive pulmonary disease,
pneumonia, and lung cancer.

During winter seasons, the
prevalence of respiratory dis-
eases further worsens as most
inhabitants from low-income
strata rely on non-sustainable
practices to generate heat due
to recurrent electricity shortag-
es.  Mohammad Daud

Qush Tepa Canal;
Afghanistan’s biggest

economic & national project
trict to Dawlatabad district has
been completed as it was pre-
viously considered that the
first phase would be complet-
ed in two years but due to
speedy work it will be complet-
ed in one year.

Recently, the number of
machines used in the con-
struction of the canal has been
increased to 3,250 at 120 con-
struction sites. It is planned
that the number of excavation
machines will be increased to
4,000 in near future. Currently,
more than 5,000 people are di-
rectly working in the project.

The Islamic Emirate is com-
mitted to this national and vi-
tal project which is an effec-
tive step towards self-reliance.
Head of the Afghanistan Na-
tional Construction Company
Abdul Rahman Attash has as-
sured that work on this mas-
sive national project effective-
ly underway.

The Afghanistan National
Construction Company is
working on the construction of
the irrigation canal which 286
km long and begins from Kal-
dar district of Balkh province
and culminates Andkhoy dis-
trict of Faryab province. It is
considered to be revolutionary
project for the economy of Af-
ghanistan and will be con-
structed at a spending of
around Afg 60 billion by the
Afghan government in five
years. It is worth mentioning
that with the completion of the
Qush Tepa canal, considered
as one of the biggest econom-
ic and national projects in the
history of the country, hun-
dreds of acres of land will get
irrigation water. The high-rank-
ing officials of the Islamic Emir-
ate (IEA) have started paying
visits to the project over the
past some time.

Samiullah Momand

The Islamic Emirate Afghani-
stan (IEA) officials have informed
of increasing transportation of
goods by rail. The Afghanistan
Railway Authority (ARA) has
said that the country’s railway
transported a total of 109,808 tons
of import and export goods over
the past one week.

In a statement released by the
country’s railway authority, of the
109,808 tons transported by the
railway via the Hairatan, Aqina
and Torghundi trail trucks, 10,830
were the import goods, while
1,498 have been the export goods.

The Afghanistan Railway Au-
thority has also informed recent-
ly that nearly 500,000 metric tons
of goods have been imported and
2,000 tons exported through the
country’s railroads during the past

Railway helps increase
imports, exports

one month.
The authority on its Twitter

page has said that a total of
502,000 and 39 metric tons of
goods have been imported and
exported through railways in the
past one month.

It has said that 399,983 tons
of goods have been imported to
the country through Hairatan rail-
way, 29,375 tons through the
Aqina railway and 70631 tons
through Torghundi railway, with
the total weight reaching 499,989
metric tons

During the same period, 2,500
tons of goods have been exported
to foreign countries, mostly dried
fruits and talcum powder, through
the railroads.

It is the first time the trans-
portation of goods by trail has

increased. Previously, the coun-
try’s ministry of commerce and
industry had said that a major part
of the domestic products as dry
and fresh fruits were exported via
the railways.

According to the country’s
ministry of commerce and indus-
try, Afghanistan’s imports include
oil, gas, wheat, flour and construc-
tion materials, and exports that are
heading toward Kazakhstan,
Uzbekistan and China include dry
fruit, rice, potatoes and minerals.

Afghanistan Chamber of
Commerce and Investment
(ACCI) has recently suggested
that the formation of railways with
Pakistan and India can pave the
ground for increasing Afghan ex-
ports abroad.

Monitoring Desk
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China cracks down on drug price
gouging amid fears of COVID-19 spike

Chinese authorities said they
were cracking down on price goug-
ing of medical supplies and drugs,
and seeking to ensure they flow
smoothly as fears grow of a mas-
sive COVID-19 outbreak after the
nationwide dismantling of strict
restrictions.

China announced 10 measures
on Wednesday that loosened key
parts of President Xi Jinping’s
signature zero-COVID policy, in
a dramatic pivot toward econom-
ic reopening. But concerns are in-

creasing of a spike in infections as
people scramble for cough medi-
cines, flu drugs and masks.

A working group under the
State Council, China’s cabinet, is-
sued a notice late on Friday, urg-
ing local governments to ensure
smooth transport and logistics to
maintain normal living and work-
ing order.

“No efforts should be spared
to ensure smooth delivery of
medical supplies including vacci-
nations, antigen testing reagents,

drugs and masks,” said the notice,
published by China’s ministry of
transport.

The notice banned unautho-
rised blockage or closure of high-
ways, waterways, ports, railroad
stations and airports, to comply
with China’s easing of restrictions.

China’s State Administration
for Market Regulation admon-
ished against price gouging in anti-
COVID products, citing the need
to better protect human lives and
health.

In a warning letter posted on
Friday, the watchdog banned ac-
tivities including price inflation,
collusion, price discrimination,
misleading propaganda and hoard-
ing.

Merchants must not “drasti-
cally raise prices when there’s no
evident increase in cost, or the cost
rise far lags the price rise,” the reg-
ulator cautioned.

In addition, they must not
hoard anti-pandemic supplies that
are in short supply, or spread
word of price hikes to disrupt
market order, the watchdog said.

Alarabiya

Belarus to allow Ukraine grain
transit with no preconditions: UN

Belarus told the United Na-
tions on Friday that it would al-
low, without preconditions, the
transit of grain from Ukraine
through its territory for export
from Lithuanian ports, a U.N.
spokesman said.

Belarus, used by its ally Rus-
sia as a staging ground for Mos-
cow’s Feb. 24 invasion of Ukraine,
said in June that it would let Ukrai-
nian grain go via the country to
Baltic Sea ports, if Belarus was
allowed to ship its goods from the
ports as well. Ukraine did not
agree to the proposal.

Belarus Deputy Foreign Min-
ister Yury Ambrazevich met with
U.N. Secretary-General Antonio

Guterres in New York on Friday
to tell him that there are no pre-
conditions to the transit of Ukraine
grain, U.N. spokesman Stephane
Dujarric said.

Ambrazevich also “reiterated
the requests from his government
to be able export its own fertilizer
products, which are currently
subject to sanctions,” Dujarric said
in a statement after the meeting.

Belarus, a major global pot-
ash producer, has been hit by
harsh Western sanctions in 2021-
2022 which disrupted its exports
of the fertiliser via the Baltic Sea
ports.

In July the United Nations
and Turkey brokered a deal with

Russia and Ukraine to resume
Ukraine’s Black Sea shipments of
grain - stalled since the start of
the war - and to facilitate Russia’s
food and fertilizer shipments.

The United Nations is still
working to resume Russian am-
monia exports, a key fertilizer in-
gredient, via a pipeline to a Black
Sea port in Ukraine.

The United Nations has said
Russia’s war in Ukraine worsened
a global food crisis, pushing some
47 million people into “acute hun-
ger” and sparking the need for the
July export deal, which was re-
newed for another 120 days last
month.

Alarabiya

Australia imposes sanctions
on Iran, Russia over human

rights violations
Australia’s foreign minister

said on Saturday the government
would place targeted sanctions
on Russia and Iran in response
to what it called “egregious” hu-
man rights violations.

Foreign Minister Penny
Wong said in a statement Aus-
tralia was imposing Magnitsky-
style sanctions on 13 individu-
als and two entities, including
Iran’s Morality Police and Basij
Resistance Force, and six Irani-
ans involved in the crackdown
on protests sparked by the death
of 22-year-old Mahsa Amini in
custody in September.

In an opinion piece for the
Sydney Morning Herald, Wong
said the sanctions applied to
Seyed Sadegh Hosseini, whom
she described as a senior com-
mander of Iran’s Islamic Revo-
lutionary Guard Corps. He was
being listed for his alleged role in
“indiscriminate use of violence
against protesters”.

“The Iranian regime’s fla-
grant and widespread disregard

for the human rights of its own
people has appalled Australians,
and the perpetrators must be held
accountable,” Wong wrote in the
newspaper on Saturday.

Seven Russians involved in
what the foreign minister said was
the attempted assassination of
former opposition leader Alexei
Navalny would also have human
rights sanctions imposed on them,
Wong said in her statement, issued
with Assistant Foreign Affairs
Minister Tim Watts.

In addition to human rights
sanctions, Wong said Australia was
placing further targeted financial
sanctions on three Iranians and
one Iranian business for supply-
ing drones to Russia for use against
Ukraine.

“The supply of drones to
Russia is evidence of the role Iran
plays in destabilizing global secu-
rity. This listing highlights that
those who provide material sup-
port to Russia will face conse-
quences,” she said.

The announcement comes af-

ter Australia’s center-left Labour
government in October imposed
targeted financial sanctions and
travel bans on 28 Russian-ap-
pointed separatists, ministers and
senior officials after President
Vladimir Putin proclaimed the
annexation of four regions of
Ukraine.

Since the start of the conflict,
Australia has sanctioned hun-
dreds of Russian individuals and
entities, including most of Rus-
sia’s banking sector and all orga-
nizations responsible for the
country’s sovereign debt.

It also has supplied defense
equipment and humanitarian aid
to Ukraine, while outlawing ex-
ports of alumina and aluminum
ores, including bauxite, to Rus-
sia.

Australia’s previous Liberal-
National coalition government
first imposed Magnitsky-style
sanctions - measures that impose
financial penalties and travel bans
against individuals - in March
against 14 Russians.

war: US says Iran now
Russia's 'top military backer'
Russia and Iran's relationship

has warmed to a fully fledged de-
fence partnership, the US has
said.

Russia is giving an unprece-
dented level of military support,
said US national security council
spokesman John Kirby.

The US has seen reports that
the two countries are considering
joint production of lethal drones,
he added.

Australia has announced it is
sanctioning three Iranians and one
Iranian business for supplying
Russia with drones to use against
Ukraine.

Co-operation between Russia
and Iran has been highlighted re-
cently, with Ukraine accusing
Russia of using Iranian drones in
its attacks.

After initially denying send-
ing any drones to Russia, the Mid-
dle Eastern country later admit-
ted it had supplied some before
the invasion of Ukraine.

Mr Kirby said that a partner-
ship between Iran and Russia to
produce drones would be harmful
to Ukraine, Iran's neighbours and
the international community.

Zelensky accuses Iran of ly-
ing over Russia support

Russia-Iran ties over Ukraine
pose new dangers

"Russia is seeking to collabo-
rate with Iran in areas like weap-
ons development, training," he
said, adding that the US fears that
Russia intended to "provide Iran

with advanced military compo-
nents" including helicopters and
air defence systems.

"Iran has become Russia's top
military backer..." he said. "Rus-
sia's been using Iranian drones to
strike energy infrastructure, de-
priving millions of Ukrainians of
power, heat, critical services. Peo-
ple in Ukraine today are actually
dying as a result of Iran's actions."

In response to Mr Kirby's
comments, UK Foreign Secretary
James Cleverly said that Iran had
become one of Russia's main mil-
itary supporters and that the re-
lationship between them was
threatening global security.

The "sordid deals" between
the two countries have seen Iran
send hundreds of drones to Rus-
sia, he said.

Russian President Vladimir
Putin with Iranian President Ebra-
him Raisi in July.

"In return, Russia is offering
military and technical support to
the Iranian regime, which will in-
crease the risk it poses to our part-
ners in the Middle East and to in-
ternational security," he added.

He said the UK agreed with
the US that Iranian support for
the Russian military would grow
in the coming months as Russia
tried to get hold of more weap-

ons, including hundreds of ballis-
tic missiles.

Ukraine accused Iran of sup-
plying Russia with "kamikaze"
drones used in a series of attacks
which killed at least eight people
on 17 October.

After denying this, Iran later
admitted sending a "limited num-
ber" of drones to Russia, "many
months" before the war in
Ukraine.

Ukraine's President Volody-
myr Zelensky said this was a lie
and that Ukraine was shooting
down about 10 Iranian drones a
day.
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UN secretary-general urges Nigeria
to investigate mass abortions

United Nations Secretary-
General Antonio Guterres called
on Nigerian authorities to inves-
tigate allegations of systemic and
coerced abortions reportedly per-
petrated by its army, UN spokes-
man Stephane Dujarric has said.

The Reuters news agency re-
ported on Wednesday that the
Nigerian Army has run a secret,
systematic and illegal abortion
programme in the country’s
northeast since at least 2013.

The programme allegedly in-
volved terminating at least 10,000
pregnancies among women and
girls, many of whom had been kid-
napped and raped by Boko

Haram, according to dozens of
witness accounts and documen-
tation reviewed by Reuters.

“The Secretary-General takes
note with concern of the allega-
tions of systemic and coerced
abortions reportedly perpetrated
by the Nigerian Army against
women and girls who had already
been victimized by Boko Haram,”
Dujarric said in an email to Reu-
ters. He called for a thorough in-
vestigation and “immediate reme-
dial actions and accountability
measures,” if such measures were
necessary.

“We call on the Nigerian au-
thorities to fully investigate these

allegations and make sure there’s
accountability,” Dujarric told re-
porters later on Friday.

A US State Department
spokesperson said the Biden ad-
ministration was “deeply trou-
bled.”

“Our embassy in Abuja is seek-
ing further information, including
from the government of Nigeria
and stakeholders working in this
space,” the spokesperson said.
“We have encouraged the govern-
ment of Nigeria to take the allega-
tions seriously and to conduct a
thorough and transparent investi-
gation, and we will continue to do
so.” Aljazeera

UK, Italy and Japan team up for new fighter jet
Rishi Sunak has announced a

collaboration between the UK,
Italy and Japan to develop a new
fighter jet that uses artificial intel-
ligence.

The prime minister says the
joint venture aims to create thou-
sands of UK jobs and strengthen
security ties.

The nations will develop a
next generation fighter - due to
enter service in the mid-2030s -
that will eventually replace the
Typhoon jet.

It is hoped the new Tempest
jet will carry the latest weapons.

Mr Sunak said the partnership
would "keep the country safe
from the new threats that we face"
as he visited RAF Coningsby in
Lincolnshire on Friday.

He said: "We're one of the few
countries in the world that has the
capability to build technological-
ly advanced fighter aircraft."

Work on developing it is al-
ready under way - with the aim to
create a combat aircraft that will
provide speed stealth, use ad-
vanced sensors and even artificial
intelligence to assist the human
pilot when they are overwhelmed,

or under extreme stress.
It could also be flown with-

out a pilot's input if required and
could be able to fire hypersonic
missiles.

But building such a complex
aircraft is extremely expensive -
developing the F35 jet was the
most expensive programme ever
undertaken by the Pentagon - so
Britain has been looking for part-
ners.

Italy was already on board,
and the addition of Japan is a sig-
nificant move - at a time when
Britain is building closer ties with

allies in the Indo-Pacific region
worried about a more assertive
China.

Other countries could still join
the programme. France, Germa-
ny and Spain are already working
together on their own separate de-
sign - as is the United States.

BAE Systems at Warton and
Samlesbury will play a key role
in developing Tempest in Britain.
Japan's Mitsubishi Heavy Indus-
tries and Italy's Leonardo are
among the other companies in-
volved.
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Madhya
Pradesh: India

boy, 8, dies
after being

trapped in well
An eight-year-old boy who

was trapped in a well in India for
more than three days has died.

Tanmay Sahu fell into the
borewell in the central Indian state
of Madhya Pradesh while play-
ing with friends on Tuesday
evening.

A rescue operation was
launched to free him, with offi-
cials saying he was stuck at about
55ft in the 400ft-deep well.

But he was not responding by
the time rescuers reached him on
Saturday morning, a local police
official said.

The official told BBC Hindi:
"Local police, fire fighters, home
guards and the state disaster re-
sponse force personnel were
struggling ever since the boy fell
in the borewell in Mandawi area.

"Early morning around 05:30
the teams managed to reach the
boy by digging a parallel hole."

The boy was taken to hospi-
tal where doctors declared him as
"brought dead". A post-mortem
will now be carried out.
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