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KUNDUZ: At least seven
commuters lost their lives and 33
others sustained injury in two
deadly road accidents in northern
Kunduz and Balkh provinces, late
on Monday night, officials said.

The first incident happened
Monday midnight, when a 404-
passenger bus turned turtle kill-
ing five people and injuring 28
others including women and chil-
dren, in Aliabad district of Kun-
duz province, head of provincial

Road accidents kill 7, injures 33
in Kunduz, Baghlan provinces

Information and Culture Mutiul-
lah Ruhani told media.

The second incident took
place at the wee hours of Tues-
day morning, killing at least two
commuters and wounding five
others, after two corolla cars col-
lided with each other in Khaja Al-
wan, a vicinity of Baghlan pro-
vincial capital, Mawlawi Shabir
Ahmad Burhani, Baghlan provin-
cial police spokesman told media.

The wounded, some in criti-

cal condition, have been rushed to
the nearest health facilities, ac-
cording to the officials who blamed
reckless driving for being behind
the two deadly incidents.

Baghlan province has been
recently the scene of many road
accidents with heavy casualties in
the north, as late on November,
two back to back road accidents
have killed at least 11 people and
wounded 46 others.

The Kabul Times

KABUL: The Islamic Emir-
ate allows no one for cruelty and
discrimination, the IEA Deputy
Prime Minister, Mawlavi Abdul
Salam Hanafi said the other day.

Deputy Prime Minister of the
Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan
(IEA) Mawlavi Abdul Salam Ha-
nafi in a gathering in Qush Tepa
district of Jawzjan province, said
that Islamic Emirate will not al-

IEA allows no one to cruelty, discrimination
in Islamic Emirate, Deputy PM Hanafi

low oppression and discrimina-
tion against anyone. “Thousands
of true offspring of this territory
by scarifying their lives brought
victory to the current system,”
said Hanafi.

Pointing to the implementa-
tion of the development project
of Qush Tepa district, he said that
the Islamic Emirate will use any
means for the welfare and devel-

opment of the country and pres-
ervation of national sovereignty.

Likewise, residents of the dis-
trict shared their problems includ-
ing education, higher educations,
lack of electricity, drinking water,
religious schools and healthcare
centers with the deputy Hanafi
and asked the Deputy Prime
Minister for addressing their
problems. The Kabul Times

KABUL: The Supreme lead-
er of the Islamic Emirate of Af-
ghanistan, Mullah Hebatullah
Akhundzada met with the heads
of the country’s Order to Virtue
and Prohibition from Vice, as well
as some high-ranking officials in-
cluding the country’s acting min-
ister of foreign, Sirajuddin
Haqqani, the other day.

IEA Supreme Leader receives provincial officials
of Order to Virtue and Prohibition from Vice

The Islamic Emirate Supreme
Leader instructed them to have
patience and persistence while
performing duties.

“Order to virtue and prohibi-
tion from vice is one of the most
important goals of the Islamic
system, which causes stability and
sustainability of the system, and
it is the duty of the Muslims to

do it,” IEA Supreme Leader said
with the meeting participants.

Expressing gratitude over the
directorate’s activities the Su-
preme Leader said: “You endure
any hardships while performing
your duties, that is the Sunnah of
the Prophet Mohammad
(PBUH)”. Likewise, Mullah He-
batullah Akhundzada, once again

thanked the provincial depart-
ments of order to virtue and pro-
hibition from vice for their activi-
ties and wished them success in
their jobs. Later, the provincial
officials shared their views and
suggestions with the Supreme
Leader and asked for their prob-
lems to be addressed.

The Kabul Times

KABUL: Foreign diplomatic missions’ security would be strengthened everywhere in the country,
Deputy Political Minister of Foreign Shir Mohammad Abbas Stanekzai said in a meeting with the
Chinese Ambassador Wang Yu, the other day, as quoted by Bakhtar News Agency.

“The IEA is committed to ensure security of foreign political representatives in the country,” the
agency quoted the Deputy Foreign Minister as saying.

In the meeting, Chinese Ambassador Wang Yu, said, after the IEA came to power the overall security
ensured in the country.

 “But more attention should be paid on security of foreign representatives,” a statement was quoted
by the agency as saying.

The country’s security forces never allow any groups to use Afghanistan against other countries,
Stanikzai assured.

The meeting comes after five Chinese citizens have been reportedly wounded in two explosions and
the ensuing firefights on a hotel in the capital Kabul, late on Monday. The Kabul Times

IEA committed to ensure security of foreign
diplomatic missions, Stanikzai assures

KABUL:  A tragic incident
took place along the Boldak-
Chaman crossing point lead-
ing to casualties on both sides,
Ministry of Foreign Affairs
(MoFA) said in a statement
the other day.

“The repetition of such in-
cidents is regrettable.

The IEA on its part has
taken serious preventative
measures and also calls on the
Pakistani government to pay
serious attention to prevent-
ing provocations that cause
violence and adversely affect
relations between the two
countries,” according to the
statement.

         The Kabul Time

Spin Boldak incident
regrettable, Foreign Ministry

KABUL: The country’s Min-
istry of Finance says that in the
last 15 months, the level of ex-
ports and imports has increased
through air cargos, MoF said in a
statement the other day.

According to the ministry’s
statement, in the last 15 months,
the customs worth of goods im-
ported through air cargo has
reached 7 billion and 800 million
Afghanis, from which 954 million
Afghanis have been received in
revenue, the statement said.

During this period, exports
worth 4 billion and 300 million
Afghanis were made through air
cargos, from which 11 million Af-
ghanis incomes achieved.

Exports, imports through air cargos
increase, Finance Ministry

KABUL: The usurpation of
15 acres of land in the area of the
Afghan Red Cresset Society of-
fice, in the 5th district, was pre-
vented, said a statement from the
Kabul Municipality directorate,
the other day.

“Previously, about sixty hous-
es were built illegally and arbi-
trarily on this land by usurpers
and people, and after repeated
notifications, the demolition and
cleaning work has been started,”
said the statement.

The statement went on as say-
ing that in order to take back
usurped lands and how to imple-

Usurpation of 15 acres of land prevented in Kabul
ment the provisions of city laws,
the measured procedures have
been implemented.

Kabul municipality, in order
to prevent the usurpation of lands
on which illegal constructions
have been done, is planned to im-
plement its operational mecha-
nism in different stages.

“Protection of government
lands and public properties is one
of the responsibilities of Kabul
Municipality, which has taken
back hundreds of acres of usurped
lands in the past year,” the state-
ment concluded.

The Kabul Times

See P4

KABUL: Based on the decree
of the Supreme Leader of the Is-
lamic Emirate of Afghanistan,
Mullah Hebatullah Akhunzada the
National Procurement Commis-
sion was established and held its
weekly meeting with the Econom-
ic Deputy PM Mullah Abdul
Ghani Beradar on the chair, his
office said in a statement the oth-
er day.

The National Procurement
Commission aimed at ensuring
transparency, providing effective
services, finding solutions to pro-
curement problems and organiz-
ing procurement activities, ac-
cording to the statement.

The ministers of finance and
economy, head of the Administra-
tive Office of the President and
the acting head of the relevant sec-
tor ministries attended the meet-
ing yesterday.

In the meeting, 13 procure-
ment contracts have been dis-
cussed, according to the statement.

among the contracts which
have been submitted to the Na-
tional Procurement Commission

Deputy PM Beradar chairs NPC meeting

by the Ministries of Finance, Pub-
lic Health, and Kabul Municipal-
ity and Da Afghanistan Breshna
Sherkat, 7 projects were approved
by the National Procurement
Commission, with one of them
suspended and the remaining five
canceled, the statement added.

“The contracts included the
procurement of goods services
and rehabilitation projects,” said
the statement.

At the end of the meeting, it
was decided that after this, no or-
ganization can contract its related
projects without the approval of
the NPC.

“All agencies are obliged to
sign their project contracts through
the National Procurement Com-
mission and should proceed after
the approval of the commission,”
the statement concluded.

The Kabul Times
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“Hijab has direct link to morality of individu-
als in society.”

Food for thought
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Explosions, late on Monday, once again, martyred or injured some
civilians including a police of the Islamic Emirate, in the country’s
capital Kabul, where in the past few weeks, three similar incidents
took lives of several and wounded some others.

At least five Chinese citizens, according to its embassy, have been
confirmed injured in the latest bombing incidents, after a Chinese-run
hotel was targeted by bombers on Monday afternoon.

“More than a dozen Chinese citizens were in the hotel at the time of
the attack in which five Chinese citizens were injured,” according to
Chinese Ambassador Wang Yu who added: “Immediately after the
incident, the embassy activated the emergency response system and
sent a working group to the scene to assist Afghan side in rescue
treatment and personnel resettlement.

The attack received strong condemnations from national and inter-
national organizations as well as many world countries’ governments.

Also, over the past few days, a gunman attacked head of the Paki-
stani diplomatic mission, west of the country’s capital, injuring one of
his guards, while another hit office of one of the country’s jihadi
leaders, killing one and injuring two others.

In fact, the nature of the incident is bad and condemnable and this
should seriously be prevented.

This is very important for both the security organs of the Islamic
Emirate and foreign entities operational in Afghanistan to take joint
measures for cracking down on illegal armed groups including the so-
called Islamic State or any other bands who want to deteriorate secu-
rity of the people and foreign diplomatic missions and foreign busi-
nessmen who are interested in investment in the country.

Foreign entities in cooperation with the security agencies of the
IEA, should get access to professional security guards.

Their security should be tightened by special units from profes-
sional security forces who are well-trained in this field. Also on the
side of the Islamic Emirate, the related security organs should coop-
erate the foreign entities in this field by training and providing special
security units.

This is not an easy task to fully take the security of hundreds of
entities in a country where, the country’s security forces are still launch-
ing search operations to disarm illegal armed men and collect weap-
ons and ammunitions everywhere found.

In the meantime, an urgent cooperation of the ordinary people with
the security agencies is also a must, as it could be part of a coordinat-
ed plan to undeniably help the country successfully get rid of criminal
activities as well as overcome any insurgencies nationwide.

On the other hand, people can play a key role in identifying the
perpetrators behind any criminal activities and destructive activities,
as anywhere in the world a shared cooperation and coordination be-
tween security forces and the people has managed to identify crimi-
nals and bring them to justice.

Foreign entities should be equipped
with professional security guards

The United Nations Interna-
tional Children’s Emergency Fund
(UNICEF) says Afghanistan is
experiencing unprecedented and
rising humanitarian needs. Ac-
cording to the organization, Af-
ghanistan population in particu-
lar the children need urgent hu-
manitarian assistance.

This comes amid of increas-
ing poverty in the country. There
are still families, particularly the
women who knock on the doors
of people for bread to feed their
children and warm clothes to keep
the children warm during the cold
season of winter.

A number of families have told
The Kabul Times correspondent
that they have no other choice
except knocking doors of other
people for bread and warm
clothes.

“My husband has died and
left me with four children behind.
I have to knock on doors for bread

Afghanistan experiencing
unprecedented & rising

humanitarian needs

to feed my children,” said Zarmi-
na, a woman knocking people’s
doors to collect bread for her chil-
dren.

Like Zarmina there are thou-
sands of people who cannot af-
ford to buy food for their chil-
dren. They are obliged to beg for
bread or sit somewhere on the
streets to beg for money.

Thousands of people have
lost their jobs and have been un-
employed for the past one year
during which dozens of national
and international organizations
have started to provide needy
people with humanitarian assis-
tance. Nevertheless, the humani-
tarian assistance distributed to
needy people is not effective as
positive changes have been seen
in the life of the people.

With increasing poverty in the
country, the United Nations In-
ternational Children’s Emergency
Fund (UNICEF) has appealed for

more aids to the people of Af-
ghanistan. According to UNICEF,
Afghanistan is experiencing un-
precedented and rising humanitar-
ian needs. Some 28.3 million peo-
ple, more than 65 percent of the
population, are projected to be in
need of humanitarian assistance in
2023.

The organization by pointing
to increasing economic problems
in the country has said that the
economic crisis is expected to con-
tinue, with 64 percent of house-
holds unable to meet their basic
needs. This is coupled with a his-
toric third La Niña drought, harsh
winters and other climate-related
risks. Vulnerable populations will
be pushed to the brink.

UNICEF has assured that it
will continue to prioritize life-sav-
ing activities in underserved areas
with multifaceted needs. Interven-
tions will focus on water, sanita-
tion and hygiene (WASH), health,

nutrition, education and child pro-
tection. The UNICEF response
will include gender-based violence
services and the use of cash-based
assistance to respond to sudden-
onset disasters, avert catastro-
phes and meet existing humani-
tarian needs.

The organization has ap-
pealed for more aids, saying that
$1.7 billion is urgently needed to
meet the humanitarian needs of 19
million people in Afghanistan.

It is worth mentioning that
UNICEF has been on the ground
in Afghanistan for 65 years with
offices nationwide and a range of
partners that support us in deliv-
ering assistance to the most vul-
nerable, especially children.
UNICEF is now scaling up its life-
saving programs for children and
women – including through the
delivery of health, nutrition and
safe water to displaced families.

Shukria Kohistani
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The Chamber of Industry and
Mines said that electricity black-
outs have caused factories to de-
crease output by 60 percent.

According to this chamber,
600 factories are active in Kabul
city and if the problem of power
outages is not solved, most of
these factories will be closed.

One factory started work
with a $7 million investment but
now it is facing a reduction in pro-
duction due to a lack of electrici-
ty.

Officials of this factory said
that they only have electricity for
three days per week and just 8
hours per day and that is not
enough.

“Problems are too much about
electricity, in one week we have
electricity just three days,” said
Abdul Basir Faisal, head of one of
the factories.

If we work 24 hours, we can
produce twenty-one thousand
packages of milk, but now due to

Lack of electricity causing significant
loss to factory productivity

a lack of electricity we can just
produce 3,000 packages of milk,”
said Abdul Shah, deputy of a fac-
tory.

The Chamber of Industry and
Mines of Afghanistan said that
currently, the shortage of electric-
ity exists in all provinces of the
country and if this problem is not
addressed most of the factories
will face a reduction in produc-
tion.

“This year, unfortunately, we
have problems with electricity in
some provinces and we have a lack
of electricity and we had to divide
the factories into two work
shifts,” said Rahimullah Samanda-
ri, head of the chamber of indus-
try and mines.

“Before we had 1,700 facto-
ries, but now due to electricity
shortages, only 500 or 600 facto-
ries are active,” said Mohammad
Karim Azimi, a member of ACIM.

Meanwhile, some residents of
Kabul have complained about the

electricity blackouts in the capi-
tal.

“In 24 hours for four hours
we have electricity at night and
we cannot study,” said Ahmad
Siyar, a Kabul resident.

Da Afghanistan Breshna Sher-
kat said that the amount of elec-
tricity imported from Uzbekistan
has decreased, and the company
is trying to increase electricity
imports from Turkmenistan and
regional countries.

“The only reason is the im-
ported electricity that Uzbekistan
brings to Kabul, there is a prob-
lem in their electricity generation
network, and they cannot provide
Afghanistan with the electricity
required according to the con-
tract,” said Hekmatullah Maiwan-
di, a spokesman for DABS.

Afghanistan imports 80 per-
cent of its needed electricity from
Uzbekistan, Turkmenistan,
Tajikistan, and Iran.

tolonewsAfghan Advertisement
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Amendment of Procurement ANNOUNCEMENT, 30/ November / 2022

Procurement Entities 
Procurement Directorate, Ministry of Communications and IT (MCIT), Islamic 
Emirate of Afghanistan. 

Project title ANDC UPS Purchasing 

Ref. No MCIT/1401/ICB/G-19 

Existing texts in the Deadline for 
Bid Submission 

Amended 

      /December/2022, 10:00(AM) 

hrs. (Local Kabul Time).  
Date and Time of bid opening: 31/December/2022, 
 10:00 (AM) hrs (Local Kabul Time). 

 Note: All other terms and conditions remain unchanged.

After the Islamic Emirate of
Afghanistan (IEA) takeover in
mid-August 2021, Kabul munici-
pality has stepped up construc-
tion of streets, roads and decora-
tion of the city’s squares in Kab-
ul.

Residents of Kabul by appre-
ciating the recent initiative of Kab-
ul municipality in connection with
the decoration of the city’s
squares say Kabul city will change
once again to a city of beauty, once
the development projects are
completed.  Kabul city has his-
torically been the political, cultur-
al and economic center of Afghan-
istan. The city is now home to
over five million people. The city
is known for its great weather,
cultural diversity and beautiful
markets and historic sites.

As part of initiatives for the
beauty of Kabul city, Kabul mu-
nicipality has started to decorate
all the city’s intersections with
various sculptures. According to
Kabul municipality, construction
work on 20 of the city’s squares
has been started. The municipali-
ty has informed of the comple-
tion of construction work on some
squares, but work on the decora-
tion of squares are still underway.

Based on reports from Kabul
municipality, Dahan-e-Bagh
Square has been decorated with a
globe map which is eight meters
in diameter.

Officials for Kabul municipal-
ity have informed that dozens of
projects most of which are streets
projects are under construction
within the Kabul city.

“Out of the 181 projects that
we had announced, more than 64
percent of them or about 105
projects were street projects. The
projects are ongoing in various
locations at different levels,” said
Nematullah Barekzai, a spokes-

Dozens of development & construction
projects underway in Kabul city

person of Kabul municipality.
He said that Kabul municipal-

ity was making effort to find so-
lutions to reduce the traffic in the
city. In recent days, complaints
have been made in connection with
traffic jam in the city.

By pointing to the construc-
tion of roads and streets in Kabul
city, Barekzai added that Kabul
municipality has started construc-

tion work on dozens of roads and
streets in the city, saying that more
than 100 road construction
projects were now ongoing.

Meanwhile, Kabul residents
are happy about recent construc-
tion work on roads, streets and
initiatives which are underway for
decoration of the city’s intersec-
tions. According to Kabul resi-
dents, the people are happy as

they come and take photos as
most of the city’s squares have
been decorated.

Kabul municipality has also
reported that it’s developing plans
will be implemented during the
coming solar year 1402. Despite
decades of fighting and war in Af-
ghanistan, Kabul city is still shin-
ing bright and look beautiful.

Saida Ahmadi

Jawahira struggled to find
proper medical care after she was
infected with tuberculosis (TB).

“I used to visit private clin-
ics, but instead of giving me TB
medication, they usually just pre-
scribed me painkillers,” she says.

She was eventually referred to
the Médecins Sans Frontières’
(MSF) tuberculosis hospital in
Kandahar earlier this year from a
clinic in Daikundi, central Afghan-
istan.

The cost of seeking out treat-
ment also took its toll. “My home
is far away in Uruzgan, so when
we went to see a doctor, I had to
spend 6,000 Afghani (US$67) for
the car fare and then 13,000
(US$146) for the drugs they gave
me.”

The sum spent by Jawahira
on each visit to the doctor is about
one-third of the average monthly
income in Afghanistan. According
to the World Bank, an estimated
60 percent of people in the coun-
try are out of work and receive no
income at all.

At the same time, the effects
of sanctions, combined with ad-
ditional financial measures against
the government of the Islamic
Emirate of Afghanistan (IEA), are
being felt nationwide.

People often struggle to afford
even basic food items, let alone
travel expenses and medical fees
for hospital visits. Meanwhile,
the public healthcare system is
under-resourced, under-staffed
and under-funded.

MSF’s 24-bed TB hospital in
Kandahar is the only medical fa-
cility providing advanced TB care
in southern Afghanistan. Many of
our patients come from the near-
by provinces of Helmand, Uruz- See P4

People with tuberculosis face
multiple barriers accessing

treatment in Afghanistan, MSF
gan, Nimroz and Zabul, but oth-
ers travel from up to 350 kilome-
ters away, from Farah, Dikondi,
Badghis, Ghazni and Paktika
provinces.

“Many travel from afar, and
we support them by paying for
transport costs, housing expens-
es and food to alleviate some of
the economic burden,” says MSF
medical advisor Allieu Tommy.
Without such incentives, most
patients could not afford to come
for treatment.

Difficulties reaching and af-
fording medical care are not the
only barriers to TB treatment
faced by people in Afghanistan.
Another is the widespread lack of
knowledge about the disease.

MSF teams carry out regular
health promotion activities in lo-
cal communities in Kandahar to
improve people’s understanding
of TB.

We also provide information
about TB to patients and caretak-
ers at the hospital in Kandahar.

“When a person arrives for the
first time and learns that they have
TB, we talk to them about what
TB is, how it’s transmitted, how
to be careful around their family
members, and how long the treat-
ment will take,” says MSF nurse
Taiba Azizi.

MSF also tests patients’ fam-
ily members for TB, as the dis-
ease is highly transmissible, par-
ticularly when people live close
together.

Some patients have a form of
the disease that is resistant to
conventional TB drugs and require
treatment that lasts from nine to
12 months. This can be especial-
ly difficult to cope with whilst in
a hospital and far from friends and

relatives.
As a result, many patients fail

to see their treatment through to
the end.

 But in 2023, following re-
search results, a six-month short
course regimen will be introduced
that should make it easier for peo-
ple to finish their treatment.

MSF has already set up a DR-
TB program that combines spe-
cialist inpatient care with super-
vised home-based treatment to
help patients better cope with the
regimens.  “What we offer is a
system whereby a person spends
the first 30 days in our facility
under careful observation and, if
they do not experience major ad-
verse side effects from the drugs
taken, they are discharged for
home care,” says Azizi.

“Our staff then do weekly
follow-ups with them over the
phone, meaning that patients only
need to come back to the hospital
once a month to renew their med-
ications and have an in-person
consultation.”

Over 70 per cent of patients
in MSF’s Kandahar TB hospital
are women and children. “Women
and children stay at home in dusty,
poorly ventilated rooms for long-
er periods of time than men,” says
Tommy. “If a woman gets infect-
ed, the children are likely to catch
the disease as well,” he says.

An additional challenge for
female patients is that they are
generally required to be accompa-
nied by a male family member to
the hospital, and this coupled with
the economic barriers can signifi-
cantly reduce their access to
healthcare.

An exhibition of women’s
paintings opened in Kabul and
more than 60 pieces of art were
displayed.

The exhibition is aimed at
drawing attention to the clos-
ing of schools for girls above
grade six.

The organizers said the
pieces speak about the story
of Afghan women.

“We wanted to pave the
way for further engagement of
women and their social activi-
ties by holding this exhibition,”
said Sayed Mohammad Naseer
Hosseini, an organizer of the
exhibition.

“We wanted to display
these pictures today and to
display the talents of the wom-
en,” said Hakim Hekmatyar, an
organizer.

Many girls with art being
displayed in the exhibition are

Women’s art exhibition opens in Kabul
prevented from going to
school.

“We aimed to draw the suf-
fering and pain of the people
of Afghanistan, particularly
women and girls, who cannot
go to school and must do oth-
er activities because of the re-
strictions,” said Huma, an art-
ist.

“It has been a year since
the schools have been closed
to us. We cannot go to school
and thus we turn to the arts so
we can explain the pain of our
hearts through painting,” said
Fatima, an artist.

Visitors expressed happi-
ness over the exhibition.

“We came here and visited
the artistic pieces. I think such
an exhibition be held in the fu-
ture as well,” said Khatera, a
visitor.

tolonews
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Sheikh Mohammed bin Rash-
id Al Maktoum, Vice President
and Prime Minister of the UAE
and Ruler of Dubai, has on Mon-
day approved the second phase
of the Dubai 2040 Urban Master
Plan.

Phase II of the plan consists
of several projects under 10 key
initiatives, including Enhancing
Urban Centers, Dubai Real Estate
Strategy, Urban Farming Plan,
Preserving Urban Heritage Plan,
Developing the 20-Minute City
Policy, and the Pedestrian Net-
work Master Plan, according to a
press release by Dubai Media
Office.

The Dubai Ruler also re-
viewed the progress of 17 projects
and initiatives that were part of
the initial phase of the Dubai 2040
Urban Master Plan.

Sheikh Mohammed bin Rash-
id said: “Today, we have a clear
vision for the development of
Dubai’s urban infrastructure and
housing sector until 2040. Our goal
is for Dubai to be an eco- and pe-
destrian-friendly city, and a city
with a high yield from urban agri-
culture.”

Phase II of Dubai 2040
Sheikh Mohammed bin Rash-

id Al Maktoum was briefed by
Mattar Al Tayer, Commissioner
General for Infrastructure, Urban
Planning and Well-Being Pillar,
and Chair of the Supreme Com-
mittee of Urban Planning in Dubai,
on the key projects of Phase II of
the Dubai 2040 Urban Master

Sheikh Mohammed approves Phase
II of Dubai 2040 Urban Master Plan

Plan. The new phase includes an
integrated plan for developing five
main urban centers (three existing
and two new centers) in Dubai.

The plan also prescribes a
comprehensive strategy for
Dubai’s real estate sector up to
2040 to align it with the require-
ments of the Master Plan and
strike a balance between supply
and demand. It calls for proactive
initiatives to manage opportuni-
ties and changes in the real estate
market, achieve sustainable urban
development, and boost investor
confidence.

The second phase of the
Dubai 2040 Urban Master Plan

includes a framework for high-
yield agriculture and farming by
identifying suitable locations and
developing the infrastructure and
facilities required to ensure food
security.

Phase II also outlines plans
for preserving urban heritage to
enhance the emirate’s identity,
promote historical areas, land-
marks and buildings, and improve
the tourism experience at archae-
ological sites.

The master plan also calls for
developing a 20-minute city where
residents can reach their destina-
tions within a 20-minute time-
frame on foot or by bicycle. The

project involves developing inte-
grated service centers with all the
necessary facilities and increasing
the population density around
mass transit stations, allowing res-
idents access to 80 percent of their
daily needs and destinations with-
in 20 minutes.

Additionally, a plan will be
developed to enhance and utilize
urban spaces, such as alleyways,
spaces underneath bridges, and
squares, by augmenting the ele-
ments of well-being to make them
attractive and relaxing for resi-
dents and visitors. The initiative
contributes to enriching the beau-
ty of urban areas, developing
green corridors, reducing the car-
bon footprint, and enhancing the
landscaping strategy. A compre-
hensive plan for pedestrians and
soft mobility across Dubai will
focus on connected pathways in
high-density areas.

Phase II of the master plan
involves developing an avenue for
all residential neighbourhoods. It
entails defining an area within the
residential neighbourhoods and
developing it under the principle
of integrated street network where
facilities and services are focused
on catering to the residents’ needs.
This initiative enhances well-be-
ing, supports soft mobility, and
reduces travel time within Dubai.

Achievements and accom-
plishments

Sheikh Mohammed bin Rash-
id Al Maktoum was also briefed
by Al Tayer about the 17 projects
that have been completed or are
nearing completion. With the sup-
port and follow-up of Dubai’s
leadership, the Supreme Commit-
tee of Urban Planning in Dubai
completed six projects, including
Dubai’s National Housing Policy.
As part of the policy, a historic
housing budget of $ 17.7 billion
(Dh.65 billion) was allocated for
housing citizens in Dubai, dou-
bling the number of beneficiaries
of Dubai’s housing programme.
The area of the land plots allocat-
ed for housing nationals in Dubai
also doubled, reaching 1.7 million
sq. feet.

Among the completed
projects was the launch of the
Hatta Development Master Plan
to enhance well-being. The plan
aims to offer investment oppor-
tunities to local residents, support
local tourism, attract investments,
strengthen partnerships with the
private sector, preserve heritage
and nature, and promote tourism
in Hatta.

The completed initiatives also
included drafting the Urban Plan-
ning Law and developing an inte-
grated planning database to sup-
port sustainable development in
line with the emirate’s plans.

alarabiya

A teenage boy from Greece’s Roma community who was shot in
the head during a police chase over an allegedly unpaid petrol station
bill has died, according to members of the Roma community and the
hospital that was treating him.

The 16-year-old had been hospitalised for more than a week in
the northern city of Thessaloniki after he was shot in the early hours
of December 5 by a police officer on a motorcycle.

Officers were chasing the boy after he allegedly filled up his
pick-up truck at a petrol station and left without paying the 20-euro
($21) bill.

The shooting led to days of often violent protests in Thessalon-
iki, Athens and other parts of Greece by members of the Roma
community, despite pleas by community officials and some mem-
bers of the boy’s family to maintain calm.

“Everyone here is crying. It is unjust for a child to leave like
this,” said Antonis Tasios, secretary of the Roma community where
the boy lived, confirming his death on Tuesday. “We have great
pain.”

The hospital treating the boy, who has not been formally identi-
fied, said he was hospitalised in critical condition in the intensive
care unit after undergoing emergency surgery, but that despite all
efforts by medical staff, he died on Tuesday morning.

The Roma community has denounced the shooting as having
racist motives.

Several Roma men were injured or fatally shot in recent years
while allegedly seeking to evade arrest for breaches of the law.

Members of the Roma community in Greece have long faced
discrimination, and many live on the margins of society.

The 34-year-old police officer accused of firing the shot has
been suspended and under house arrest since Friday pending a court
decision on whether to remand him into custody before trial in a
felony count of attempted manslaughter with possible intent and a
misdemeanour count of illegally firing his weapon.

Police have said the teenager tried to ram the police motorcycles
involved in the chase with his pick-up truck.

The officer said during an initial court appearance last week that
he had fired his weapon because he feared for the lives of his col-
leagues. aljazeera

Roma teenager shot
by police in Greece’s

Thessaloniki dies

The European Union member
states have agreed to adopt a
mechanism that will impose a tar-
iff on imports of polluting goods
– such as iron, steel, cement, fer-
tilisers, aluminium and electrici-
ty.

The world-first scheme aim-
ing to support European indus-
tries as they decarbonise, known
as the Carbon Border Adjustment
Mechanism (CBAM), will cover
industrial imports from the re-
gional bloc’s 27 member states,
targeting the highest polluting
products first. The deal that was
reached on Tuesday morning in
Brussels will require companies,
both domestic EU industries and
overseas ones, to buy certificates
to cover their embedded CO2
emissions. Companies outside the
EU are already required to buy
permits from the EU carbon mar-
ket when they pollute.

“CBAM will be a crucial pil-
lar of European climate policies,”
said Mohammed Chahim, a mem-
ber of the European Parliament

‘First of its kind’: EU strikes
deal on carbon border tariff

from the Netherlands, in a state-
ment released by the parliament.

“It is one of the only mecha-
nisms we have to incentivise our
trading partners to decarbonise
their manufacturing industry,” he
said.

Chahim added that it would
allow the EU to “apply the ‘pol-
luter pays’ principle to our indus-
try”.

The goal of the policy is that
European companies are not un-
dercut by cheaper goods produced
in countries with weaker environ-
mental rules. The deal includes
imported hydrogen which was
initially not proposed by the EU,
but the politicians pushed for in
the negotiations.

Some details on the law, in-
cluding its start date, will be de-
termined later this week in related
negotiations on a reform of the EU
carbon market. The test period for
the agreement will begin in Octo-
ber 2023, during which importing
companies will have to report
their carbon emission obligations.

Compliant with WTO rules
“The new bill will be the first

of its kind,” the European Parlia-
ment said in a statement, adding
that it was designed to comply
with World Trade Organization
rules in order to push back on ac-
cusations of protectionism.

“This mechanism promotes
the import of goods by non-EU
businesses into the EU which ful-
fil the high climate standards ap-
plicable in the 27 EU member
states,” said Jozef Sikela, the
Czech Republic’s minister of in-
dustry and trade.

“This will ensure a balanced
treatment of such imports and is
designed to encourage our part-
ners in the world to join the EU’s
climate efforts.”

Currently, the EU gives do-
mestic industry free CO2 permits
to shield them from foreign com-
petition, but plans to phase out
those free permits when the car-
bon border tariff is phased in, to
comply with WTO rules.

aljazeera

Indian and Chinese troops
have clashed on their disputed
Himalayan border, the first known
incident between the two nucle-
ar-armed Asian powers in nearly
two years.

In a statement, India’s Minis-
try of Defense said soldiers from
both sides sustained minor inju-
ries in the face-off, which took
place Friday in the Tawang Sec-
tor in India’s northeastern territo-
ry of Arunachal Pradesh, a remote,
inhospitable region that borders
southern China.

The 2,100 mile-long (3,379-
kilometer) disputed border has
long been the source of friction
between New Delhi and Beijing,
with tensions escalating sharply
in June 2020 when hand-to-hand
fighting between the two sides
resulted in the deaths of at least
20 Indian and four Chinese sol-
diers in Aksai Chin-Ladakh.

Speaking to lawmakers Tues-
day, India’s Defense Minister
Rajnath Singh accused China’s
People’s Liberation Army (PLA)
troops of trying to “unilaterally”
change the status quo by attempt-
ing to cross the line of actual con-
trol (LAC) – the two countries’

Indian and Chinese troops
clash on disputed border

de facto border.
“The ensuing faceoff led to a

physical scuffle in which the In-
dian Army bravely prevented the
PLA from transgressing into our
territory and compelled them to
return to their posts,” Singh said,
adding there were no serious inju-
ries on the Indian side.

In its earlier statement, the
Indian Defense Ministry said
both sides “immediately disen-
gaged from the area” and the coun-
tries’ respective commanders there
held a flag meeting to discuss the
issue in “accordance with struc-
tured mechanisms to restore peace
and tranquility.” A convoy of In-
dian Army trucks drive along a
road to Tawang, near the Line of
Actual Control (LAC) on Octo-
ber 21, 2021.

Singh said that meeting oc-
curred Sunday and the Chinese
side was “asked to refrain from
such actions and maintain peace
and tranquility” along the border.
The issue was also being ad-
dressed through diplomatic chan-
nels, he added.

China’s Foreign Ministry did
not directly acknowledge the in-
cident in a regularly scheduled

news briefing on Tuesday.
“As far as we know, the Chi-

na-India border area is generally
stable, and both sides have main-
tained smooth communications on
boundary-related issues through
diplomatic and military channels,”
spokesman Wang Wenbin said
when asked about India’s state-
ment on the incident, pointing re-
porters to “competent authori-
ties” for “specifics.”

China hoped India would be
“on the same page” to “jointly
preserve the peace and stability
of the China-India border,” he add-
ed.

India and China went to war
over their border regions in 1962,
eventually establishing the LAC.
But the two countries do not agree
on its precise location and both
regularly accuse the other of over-
stepping it, or seeking to expand
their territory. There have been a
series of mostly non-lethal scuf-
fles over the position of the bor-
der in the years since, including
the previously most recent known
example in 2021, according to a
statement from the Indian Army
at the time.
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 It is estimated that tubercu-

losis and its resistant forms kill
more than 13,000 people in Af-
ghanistan every year. Access to
proper care remains a major chal-
lenge for patients in the southern
part of the country, mainly due to
insufficient medical infrastructure,
length of treatment and financial
obstacles.

While MSF’s TB hospital in
Kandahar provides quality and
free treatment for many, it cannot
be seen as a long-term solution.

The people of Afghanistan
need a health system that meets
their needs. Monitoring Desk

People with
tuberculosis

face multiple...

Officials of the Finance Min-
istry called the reason behind in-
crease of revenues the transpar-
ency in customs and the creation
of better and more facilities for
traders and they say that now the
corruption in the revenue depart-
ments of this ministry has been
reduced to zero. The national rev-
enue is collected through a single
account in the government trea-
sury and used for consumption.

The Kabul Times
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Exports,
imports

through air...
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