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KABUL: Deputy Prime Min-
ister of the Islamic Emirate of Af-
ghanistan for Economic Affairs
Mullah Abdul Ghani Beradar
Akhund met with the Iranian del-
egation led by Hassan Kazemi
Qumi, Iranian President’s Special
Representative for Afghanistan
and Acting Ambassador to the
country, Deputy PM office said
in a statement the other day.

In the meeting, the two sides
discussed political and economic
relations, and Afghan refugees’ sit-
uation.

“The available situation in

Deputy PM Beradar
meets Iranian delegation

Afghanistan is a good opportuni-
ty to increase joint cooperation
between the two countries said
Deputy PM adding that the Is-
lamic Emirate of Afghanistan is
ready for any kind of cooperation
with the Islamic Republic of Iran
to invest in different fields such
as mines, energy, and agriculture
in the country,” according to the
statement. The Iranian delegation
touched on the current security
and stability in Afghanistan as
unprecedented and emphasized
that Afghans and the regional
countries should tremendously

benefit from it.
Also, the head of the Iranian

delegation stated that Iran was
ready to cooperate with Afghani-
stan in the economic field and add-
ed that his country has sufficient
experience in mining and agricul-
ture and was ready to invest in
these sectors. Both sides also ex-
changed views on the issue of Af-
ghan refugees in Iran with the dep-
uty PM appreciating Iran for ad-
dressing Afghan refugees and em-
phasized on strengthening rela-
tions between the two countries.

The Kabul Times

43 years ago, on the 6th of Jadi of 1358 solar year (coinciding 1979), the former Soviet Union
invaded Afghanistan by sending thousands of its troops into the country.

During its ten-year occupation and after great outrages, the invaders spared no efforts to
destroy our country in every field, forced millions of Afghans to emigrate from the country and
become martyrs and disabled. But Alhamdulillah, our brave and Muslim nation fought bravely
against them, as a result of which, the Soviet Red Army was defeated in Afghanistan and our nation
was freed from its evil and occupation after ten years.

This great event of history conveys the message that the proud power of the world should not
doubt the faith, dignity and strong will of the Muslim and courageous people of Afghanistan.

It also proves that no matter how poor and oppressed our nation is, it has a clear history in
implementing the order of the Almighty Allah (which is conducting jihad and the holy war) and
gaining the independence and freedom of its country and protecting it.

In the last century, this great truth is shown by the occupation of the British, the Soviets, and
the Americans and their disgraceful defeat.

The Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan (IEA) condemns the aggression of the former Soviet Union
to our territory once again, it calls on the nation to be always ready to protect the freedom of its land
and independence and not to allow anyone to act against our country, values and nation to
implement their evil plans and wrong will.

The Islamic Emirate is committed to continue day and night services and try its best for the
defense and protection of the country, its religious values and the Muslim nation.

The Afghan nation should remain strong and firm against any plots and conspiracies and do
their best to fight for protecting their freedom and their Islamic system.

                                                                                                The Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan

IEA’s statement on 43rd anniversary of
former Soviet Union invasion of Afghanistan

KABUL: Deputy Prime Min-
ister for Administrative Affairs of
the Islamic Emirate of Afghani-
stan, Mawlavi Abdul Salam Ha-
nafi visited the construction pro-
cess of the National Development
Company’s central office and its
public relations buildings the oth-
er day, a statement from his office
said.

The deputy PM appreciated

NDC plays key role in development
of the country, Deputy PM Hanafi

the works and activities of the
NDC and called its role very im-
portant for the reconstruction and
development of the country, ac-
cording to the statement.

General Director of the Na-
tional Development Company
(NDC), Abdul Rahman Attash
welcomed the Deputy Prime Min-
ister for his visit to the company
and assured him of his led compa-

ny’s efforts to carry out the af-
fairs honestly like before, the

statement further said.
The Deputy Prime Minister

for Economic Affairs, also urged

the company’s officials to work
hard for the development of the
country, according to the state-

ment.
The Kabul Times

The Islamic Emirate is ready for any kind of cooperation with
the Islamic Republic of Iran on investment in different fields,
in Afghanistan, Beradar

Iran is ready to cooperate with Afghanistan on
economics, Kazemi

KABUL: A number of Kabul
citizens expressed concern over
the recent long blackout in the cap-
ital, saying they have electricity
for just 3 to 4 hours a day.

This is while, the Islamic
Emirate of Afghanistan (IEA) has
signed many contracts with neigh-
boring countries to increase the
electricity supply in the country.

Shah Mohammad and Hamay-
oun, two Kabul residents were
quoted by Hiwad daily corre-
spondent as saying that the re-
cent prolonged power outages
have created lots of problems for
the citizens.

Most parts of the city face
15 to 20 hours of power outages,
according to them.

They asked the organs con-
cerned to pay more attention in

 Prolonged power outage
concerns Kabul citizens

this field. “Those with good eco-
nomic capability, can run genera-
tors but most of the citizens have

to live in hours of blackout.”

KABUL: Deputy Special
Representative of the UN
Special-General Markus Pot-
zel has asked western coun-
tries for resumption of their
work through opening their
embassies in Afghanistan.

Earlier, the Islamic Emir-
ate of Afghanistan has called
for the reopening of embas-
sies in Kabul, for the improve-
ment of relations with the in-
ternational community.

The Deputy Special Rep-
resentative of the UN Secre-
tary-General Markus Potzel
has said that his “appeal
would be for more western
states to be represented here
again.”

Potzel made the remarks
in an interview with the RND
(Redaktions Netzwerk Deut-
schland), Tolonews, a private
TV quoted.

He suggested that it was
easier to assess the situation
in Afghanistan when being
present in the country.

Potzel added that it
shouldn’t be forgotten that
Germany and other Western
nations also had interests in
Afghanistan.

“Opening embassies
does not have to go hand in
hand with the recognition of
the Taliban regime,” he said.

The Kabul Times

Potzel asks
western

countries to
reopen

embassies in
Afghanistan,

report

See P4

The Islamic Emirate of Af-
ghanistan has taken concrete steps
to encourage businesses, and more
efforts are being made in this re-
gard.

The Islamic Emirate of Af-
ghanistan has taken concrete steps
to support traders, investors and
the private sector in general by
implementing an economic-orient-
ed strategy the Islamic Emirate
has given priority to the produc-
tion of goods while also offering
facilities and business opportuni-
ties to investors, small business
owners and manufacturers they
are making an effort to bring about
economic stability and lower the
rate of poverty in this way.

At its last meeting, the eco-
nomic commission approved that
the embarrassment of the compa-
ny guarantees and presented the

Islamic Emirate provides
practical supports to private
sector, Deputy PM Beradar

issue to the cabinet, subsequent-
ly the relevant organs were given
the job of caring out the next steps
in accordance with the material
put up in this respect.

Similarly, in order to entice
business people and investors and
open the door for investment in
Afghanistan, Amir-Al-Mu’minin
exempted the business people
from the tax penalties.

Likewise, representatives of
the private sector participated in
the meeting of the economic com-
mission of the Islamic Emirate to
solve their problems by sharing
them with the leadership of the
economic commission.

Similar to this, a meeting waiv-
er of tax penalties, Supporting
Industry and Trade earlier this
week Mullah Abdul Ghani Bera-
dar Akhund assured Afghan indus-

trialists and businessmen that the
Islamic Emirate is trying its best
to find fundamental solutions to
their problems and facilitate in-
vestment and trade.

Afghanistan has excellent po-
tential for investment in mining,
agriculture, energy and manufac-
turing the Islamic Emirate has en-
sured complete security in the
country enabling both domestic
and foreign investors to invest in
the aforementioned sectors.

To promote local investment
the Islamic Emirate has focused
more on the manufacturing indus-
try than on trade the path has been
cleared for the construction of in-
dustrial factories and businessmen
can now do so, in order to take
the country from an importing
status to exporting.

The Kabul Times

Afghanistan has excellent potential for investment in mining,
agriculture, energy and manufacturing the Islamic Emirate
has ensured complete security in the country enabling both
domestic and foreign investors to invest in the aforementioned
sectors.
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“Hijab has direct link to morality of individu-
als in society.”

Food for thought
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Millions of Afghans were either been killed, wounded or sought
refuge to other countries, after the brutal invasion of the country by
former Soviet Union forces over the last more than four decades.

The long years of bloody war left millions more Afghans disable as
the invasion was indiscriminately conducted against the innocent Mus-
lim people.

Most of the externally displaced Afghans sought refuge in Pakistan
and in Iran, where the destituteness still continues.

The long protracted armed conflict happened in the country, when
the then Afghan puppet regimes welcomed thousands of Russian
troops storming into the country.

Most of the combat operations took place against the Mujahidin in
countryside, as the country’s urbanized areas were entirely under the
Soviet forces’ control, since the start of the occupation.

The Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan (IEA), in a statement released
on Tuesday, condemned the invasion which damaged our country.

“43 years from today, on Jadi 6th 1358 [conceding 1979], the former
Soviet Union invaded Afghanistan by sending thousands of forces
into the country,” the statement read.

The invasion damaged our country everywhere, forced millions of
Afghans to leave the country and become martyrs and disabled, the
statement released by the Islamic Emirate added.

During the ten-year-long occupation, that followed great atrocities
in every field, forced millions of Afghans to emigrate from the coun-
try and become martyrs and disabled, the IEA’s statement further
condemned with abhorrence.

But the courageous Muslim nation of our country fought bravely
against the invaders as they did during three consecutive Afghan-
Anglo wars. The country’s anti-occupation uprisings resulted in full
and shameful defeat of the former Red Army in the country.

They left the country after leaving behind damages, ruins, distrac-
tions and millions of widows and orphans in the country.

In fact, there was no comparison between the barefooted Afghans
who have only been armed with strong faith in their holy religion and
belief in the freedom of their country on one side and the former Red
Army equipped with the then-era’s modern and sophisticated weap-
ons, on the other.

Afghanistan, hereinafter, faced harsh and intense internal challeng-
es, in which, the intervention and hands of the aliens are undeniable.

The invasion not only destroyed our country and all of our eco-
nomic infrastructures, but also paved the way for wide intervention of
some certain intelligence networks.

The Afghan nation should remain strong and firm against any plots
and conspiracies and do their best to fight for their freedom and their
Islamic system.

Afghanistan still suffering
former Soviet Union invasion’s

subversive aftermath

A former member of the Af-
ghan Central Bank’s supreme
council, Shah Mahmood Mehra-
bi, said that the $3.5 billion in Af-
ghan assets, which was transferred
to the Bank for International Set-
tlements, has made $8.5 million
in interest.

In mid-September, Washing-
ton announced it would move the
previously frozen financial assets
into the newly created Afghan
fund in Switzerland to be used to
help stabilize the Afghan econo-
my. Following this decision by
the U.S., the Islamic Emirate de-
nounced the U.S. decision to
transfer $3.5 billion in Afghan cen-
tral bank reserves to a Swiss-
based trust fund, declaring it an
“illegal venture” and vowing to
impose financial penalties on en-
tities that facilitate it.

Afghan Trust Funds in Swiss
makes $8.5 mln in interest

The IEA Foreign Affairs Min-
istry had called it “unacceptable”
and a “violation of international
norms.”

“If the reserves are disbursed
without taking into consideration
legitimate demands of the Afghans,
the Islamic Emirate will be forced
to impose fines against, and ban
activities of, all individuals, insti-
tutions and companies that facili-
tate this illegal venture and seek
to misuse the central bank re-
serves for humanitarian and other
purposes,” the ministry said in s
statement in mid-September.

The United States froze $7
billion of Afghanistan’s financial
reserves in New York immediate-
ly after the Islamist Emirate (IEA)
seized power in mid-August 2021.

Mehrabi, who is also a mem-
ber of the trust fund said that the

decision regarding disbursement of
the funds has not been made yet.

“Since November 2022, when
the reserves were transferred to
the BIS (Bank for International
Settlements), $8.5 million in in-
terest has been earned.

The decision regarding dis-
bursement of funds has not been
made,” Mehrabi said.

According to Mehrabi, Af-
ghanistan’s reserves of $3.5 bil-
lion plus $36 million in interest
was transferred to the BIS on
November 7, 2022, and the
amount was earned in interest pri-
or to the transfer to the BIS.

“They should provide their
reports quarterly about the inter-
est of the Afghanistan’s assets,”
said Seyar Qureshi, an economist.
Meanwhile, the Ministry of Econ-
omy said the Afghan assets should

be transferred to the caretaker gov-
ernment in Afghanistan.

“The Afghan assets and the
interest earned from the $3.5 bil-
lion should be given to the Islamic
Emirate,” said Abdul Latif Naz-
ari, deputy Minister of Economy.

The U.S. in cooperation with
the Swiss authorities have estab-
lished a trust fund for the $3.5
billion Afghan assets which is half
of the $7 billion in reserve of the
New York Banks.

The board of trustees in-
cludes two Afghans, Shah Mah-
mood Mehrabi, who is also a mem-
ber of Da Afghanistan Bank’s su-
preme council and former Minis-
ter of Finance, Anwar ul-haq
Ahady as well two representatives
from the U.S. and Swiss.

Shukria Kohistani

Art situation in
Afghanistan
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Our country has always re-
mained neutral. Like other coun-
tries, Afghanistan has not attacked
or invaded any countries as our
country and people are not invad-
ers. If Sultan Mahmoud Ghaznavi
and Shahabuddin Ghori went to
India along with their Mujahidin,
they went there to help the op-
pressed. Also, Ahmad Shah Baba,
who was taking over the moun-
tains and deserts of India, was out
on the request of Hazrat Shah
Waliallah.

Why did all the invaders at-
tack on other countries to expand
their territories and tighten their
grip? Iranian Dariush has also at-
tacked our country to expand their
territory. Alexander the Great also
had such a plan; but, the brave
Afghans defeated them. Genghis
Khan, the Great Khan of the
Mongol Empire, invaded the lands
of the Khwarazmian Empire in
Central Asia and then attacked and
invaded our country. Fortunate-
ly, the great son of the Genghis
Khan was killed by Afghans in a
battle.

Timur also invaded our land
to expand his territory. He used
to say: The world is not big enough
to be controlled by many kings,
only a few rulers are needed to
control it. Fortunately, Timur was
also wounded in the leg by the
brave Afghans. When Afghans
ended the Timurid invasion, but
Sultan Husayn Bayqara, who was
the Timurid ruler, established his
government in Herat. When he was
in power in Herat, an Uzbek Shay-
bani named Mohammad Shaybani
Khan attacked our country.
Bayqara’s sons escaped to Iran.
The Iranian Safavid then attacked
Afghanistan under the pretext to
help Bayqara’s sons. The Safavid
Empire sent Gurgin Khan, who
was a barbarian ruler and killed
lots of Afghans.

With the efforts of Mirwais

The dark evening of Jadi 6th; Soviet
Union’s invasion of Afghanistan

Khan, Gurgin Khan, the Safavid
governor was assassinated. Mir-
wais Hotaki from Kandahar de-
clared the independence of the
country. After Mirwais Hotaki
passed away, his son Sultan Mah-
moud Hotaki even captured Iran’s
capital where the Safavid King
Husayn surrendered to the Afghan
ruler. Unfortunately, the Hotaki’s
Kingdom did not continue for long
time in Iran. They have been de-
feated by Nadir Afshar and Af-
ghans returned home.

Nadir Afshar, who was the
founder of the Afsharid dynasty
of Iran and one of the most pow-
erful rulers in Iranian history, has
started his attacks on Afghanistan
and overthrown Shah Husyan
Hotaki’s government, but good
Nadir Afshar’s government has
been overthrown by Iranians.
Ahmad Shah Baba and other Af-
ghans returned to Kandahar and
have been declared as the ruler of
today’s Afghanistan.

Ahmad Shah Baba, also
known as Ahmad Shah Abdali,
was the founder of the Durrani
Empire and is regarded as the
founder of the modern Afghani-
stan.

With the support of our coun-
trymen, Ahmad Shah Baba
pushed east towards the Mughal
and Maratha Empires of India,
west towards the disintegrating
Afsharid Empire of Iran, and north
towards the Khanate of Bukhara
of Turkestan. Within a few years,
he extended his control from Kho-
rasan in the west to North India
in the east, and from the Amu
Darya in the north to the Arabian
Sea in the south.

After the death of Ahmad
Shah Baba, his son Timur Shah
took power. He did well and pro-
tected his father’s territory. After
his death, his son Shah Zaman
Khan became the ruler of Afghan-
istan. In France, Napoleon took

power and India was invaded by
British Empire, which later at-
tacked two times on Afghanistan.
Fortunately, Afghans defeated
them each time. On the third time
when British forces were defeat-
ed, Afghanistan declared its inde-
pendence, but British Empire and
the Soviet Union were waiting and
wanted to invade Afghanistan.

Some people in Afghanistan
were influenced by the ideas of
the East and the West as they
asked King Mohammad Zahir
Shah to declare a constitutional
monarchy in Afghanistan, let free-
dom the press and formation of
political parties in the country.
The King also became a victim of
their desire. The freedom of ex-
pression was approved, the royal
family was removed from the gov-
ernment except the king, but the
law on the formation of political
parties was not approved. Never-
theless, political parties were
formed and political activities
started in the country.

The main parties were the
People Democratic Party and Par-
cham, who received their direction
from KGB of the Soviet Union.
The People Democratic Party
started recruitment for its party
and asked the people to support
it.

The authoritarian President
Mohammad Daud had seized
power in 1973 without much at-
tention abroad and even little no-
tice in Afghanistan. Daud Khan
was a prince and was seen as just
another new king, although he pro-
claimed a republic. It was the sec-
ond coup, on 27 April 1978, that
changed Afghanistan forever.

The ‘Saur (April) Revolution’
toppled Daud and killed most of
his family. Within 19 months,
Soviet troops would invade to
save the regime. The invasion, and
the reaction of the West and re-
gional powers, internationalized

the conflict and turned into the
last hot battle of the Cold War.

On 6 Jadi, 1358 of the Solar
Hijri calendar ( December 24,
1979), nearly 140,000 troops of
the Red Army invaded Afghani-
stan. Afghans believe the Soviet
invasion had bad consequences
for the country and that Afghani-
stan is still damaged by its results.
Afghans call the day of the Soviet
invasion a “dark day.

During the ten years of their
invasion, the Soviet Union lost
more than 15,000 of its troops and
thousands of others were wound-
ed and disabled. They left a dev-
astating and destructed country,
where war was still ongoing.

By 1988, the Soviets decided
to extricate itself from the situa-
tion. Russian leader Mikhail Gor-
bachev saw the Afghan interven-
tion as an increasing drain on the
Soviet economy, and the Russian
people were tired of a war that
many Westerners referred to as
“Russia’s Vietnam.” For Afghani-
stan, the Soviet withdrawal did
not mean an end to the fighting,
however. The final Soviet depar-
ture came on the day set as a dead-
line by the Geneva accords last
April. It left two heavily armed
adversaries, the Kremlin-backed
Government of President Najibul-
lah and a fractious but powerful
array of mujahidin to conclude
their civil war on their own.

Both 7 Saur and 6 Jadi are
considered as the darkest days in
the history of Afghanistan as the
people have suffered for 44 years.
Once mujahidin entered Kabul, the
civil war started, the next time,
mujahidin of the Islamic Emirate
entered and established an Islam-
ic system. Then on 15 August
2021, the Islamic Emirate forces
entered Kabul and ended the 20
years invasion of the US in the
country.

Mohammad Ali Azmat

After Kabul, the process of
collecting beggars has been start-
ed in Herat. Provincial officials of
the Red Crescent Society in Her-
at say that they are going to round
up a thousand beggars in the west-
ern region of the country.

According to the local offi-
cials, bank accounts have been cre-
ated for the beggars for whom
2,000 afghanis are given monthly
to feed their children. Noorudin
Torabi, deputy of the Red Cres-
cent Society, said “We set a bud-
get for 1,000 people for each zone
from the Red Crescent account.
We open a bank account and trans-
fer money to them. Therefore,
each can get their monthly allow-
ance from the bank.”

According to the Afghan Red
Crescent Society, the process of
identifying and registering 600
beggars in Farah, Badghis, Ghor
and Nimroz provinces has been
started. The ARCS officials say

Street beggars to be
rounded up in Herat

those who are really deserving will
be first identified.

Based on the official statis-
tics, 130 beggars from Herat city
have been collected and included
in the sustainable support pro-
gram of the Afghan Red Crescent
Society, and this number is expect-
ed to reach 400 in near future.

Previously, the office of the
Deputy Prime Minister for Eco-
nomic Affairs of the Islamic Emir-
ate  had informed that more than
14,000 beggars had been rounded
up only from Kabul city. Accord-
ing to information of the office of
the deputy prime minister for
economic affairs, 9,154 beggars are
women, while 1,228 of the beg-
gars are men. The office said that

most of the beggars were the pro-
fessional beggars, while a small
number of them were deemed as
needy.

The office of the deputy prime
minister for economic affairs said

that the beggars would be biomet-
rically registered, adding that child
beggars would be provided with
education, and beggars who were
unable to work would be provid-
ed with an allowance.

After rounding up thousands
of beggars from Kabul city, it is
difficult to find a single beggar on
streets and roads in the country.
Hope the move is expanded to
other cities of the country.

It is worth mentioning that
rounding up beggars from Kabul
city was started following the or-
der of the Supreme Leader of the
Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan
(IEA) Mullah Hebtullah Akhun-
dzada. In a decree, the IEA Su-
preme Leader instructed the dep-

uty prime minister to round up
beggars in Kabul city and with the
help of various organizations, pro-
vide them with shelter and em-
ployment opportunities.

Saida Ahmadi

Every year, with the arrival
of winter in Kabul, air pollution
increases and makes life difficult
for the people in the city. Many
days, a layer of dust and smoke
completely covers the atmosphere
of Kabul city. Air pollution is the
contamination of air due to the
presence of substances in the at-
mosphere that are harmful to the
health of humans and other living
beings, or cause damage to the cli-
mate or to materials. Air pollution
is a significant risk factor for a
number of pollution-related dis-
eases, including respiratory infec-
tions, heart disease, stroke and
lung cancer. Air pollution which
is considered as one of the social
challenges in Afghanistan increas-
es every year with the arrival of
the winter season. This challenge
is more worrying in Kabul city
than anywhere else in the coun-
try. Despite having a backdrop of
beautiful mountain ranges and
other geographical traits, Kabul as
a city is suffering the effects of
this rapid urbanization, seeing
some of the worst pollution lev-
els in the world.

Whilst it may be undergoing
rapid urbanization, there are still
many parts of the city and peo-
ple without proper access to elec-
tricity and other fundamental as-
pects of life. Due to this, many
citizens resort to the burning of
various materials to provide ener-
gy for cooking, small businesses
and heating. It has been well doc-
umented that people have turned
to using materials such as plas-
tics, rubber, wood and coal for
their energy and heat needs, with
a rapid spike of pollution being

Winter & increasing air
pollution in Kabul

seen in the colder months being
testament to this. The burning of
fossil fuels, organic matter such
as wood and synthetic man-made
materials such as rubber tires and
various forms of plastic can lead
to disastrous levels of pollution
coalescing in the city’s atmosphere.

With materials such as plas-
tic and rubber being burnt in high
quantities, the air in Kabul would
be host to a large amount of ex-
tremely unwanted chemicals and
fine particulate matter, all of which
can enter the body via respiration
and in some cases pass through
the blood barrier into the blood-
stream, causing disastrous effects
on people’s health.

Burnt plastic would release
compounds and gases such as
furans, dioxins, and polychlori-
nated biphenyls as well as toxic
metals such as lead and mercury.
These have ill effects on both hu-
man health as well as the environ-
ment, leading to ecosystems and
areas of greenery being decimat-
ed. Exposure to plastic fumes can

cause increased rates of cancer
over longer periods (similar to
many other materials mentioned
in the previous list, with a large
amount of them having carcino-
genic properties).

The carbon monoxide (CO)
released can cause instances of
rapid death in homes where there
is not enough ventilation, and the
toxic chemicals and elements such
as cyanide, mercury and lead can
all cause irreversible damage to
the nervous system, leading to
chronic fatigue, cognitive defects,
increased instances of fatal heart
attacks or strokes, as well as less
severe symptoms such as head-
aches and all round increase in ill-
ness susceptibility, thus heavily
reducing the quality of life for
those who are exposed. For time
being, no measures has been tak-
en to reduce the air pollution in
the city. People have asked for
taking serious measures in con-
nection with reduction in air pol-
lution in the city.

Mohammad Daud

The Ministry of Industry and
Commerce (MoIC) said that Af-
ghanistan has exported dried fruits
worth of $270 Million over the
past 9 months. The MoIC said
more facilities provided will be
provided to investors to improve
the export of dried fruits to other
countries.

The dry fruits that have been
sent to various countries include
pine nuts, pistachio and raisins.
“We have had several shipments
of export.

We had exports to Europe,
Canada and Australia which
showed a sharp rise compared to
the previous year,” said Akhun-
dzada Abdul Salam, a spokesman
for the MoIC.

The Afghanistan Chamber of
Commerce and Investment

Afghanistan exported dried fruits
worth $270 mln in 9 months

(ACCI) said the Afghan dried
fruits are still being exported at
high costs, but efforts are under-
way to decrease the costs.

According to ACCI, Afghan
dried fruits have been exported to
the US and Europe.

“We want to provide further

facilities and ways of exporting
our fruits through the air corridor
and other options,” said Moham-
mad Yunus Mohmand, the acting
head of the ACCI.

Investors said the Islamic
Emirate should activate the air
corridor so that they can export
more products abroad.

“Unfortunately, today, our
export with many countries has
been facing a lot of problems in-
cluding lack of business relations,
banking system, and even chal-
lenges within air corridor,” said
Zalmay Azimi, an investor.

Earlier, the Ministry of Indus-
try and Commerce said that more
than 3,000 tons of pine nuts have
been exported to other countries
in the past eight months.

tolonews
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Indian authorities have appre-
hended a Pakistani fishing boat
carrying arms, ammunition and
narcotics off the coast of Gujarat.

In a statement on Monday, the
Indian Coast Guard (ICG) said
that a Pakistani fishing boat ‘Al
Soheli’ was stopped and searched
in a joint operation with the Gu-
jarat Anti-Terrorist Squad (ATS).

Crewed by 10, the boat was
reportedly carrying six pistols,
120 rounds of ammunition, and
40 kilograms of narcotic substanc-
es worth $36.2 million (INR 3
crore).

“On being challenged by the
ICG ship, the boat started eva-
sive maneuvering and did not stop

Indian coast guard, anti-
terrorist squad stop Pakistani
fishing boat with drugs, arms

even after firing warning shots,” a
statement from the maritime se-
curity authority said.

The move was enforced by
patrol ship ICGS Arinjay which
was in the area on December 25
and 26 after receiving information
about the Pakistan-origin boat ear-
lier from the Gujarat ATS.

The fishing boat set sail from
Karachi and is now being brought
to Okha, Gujarat for investigation,
the Times of India reported on
Monday.

This is reportedly the seventh
joint operation by the ICG and
Gujarat ATS in the last 18 months.

Over 346 kilograms of heroin
worth $233 million (INR 1,930

crore) have been seized and 44
Pakistani and seven Iranian crew
have been apprehended in the last
18 months, the statement added.

Such incursions by Pakistani
vessels into Indian waters have
been reduced greatly following the
November 26 terrorist attacks in
Mumbai that killed 175 and was
carried out in 2008 by 10 mem-
bers of the Pakistani Lashkar-e-
Taiba group over four days.

India has since strengthened
its maritime forces and increased
cross-agency cooperation internal-
ly and internationally to thwart
further attempts.

alarabiya

Serbia has placed its security
forces on the border with Kosovo
in a “full state of combat readi-
ness”, senior officials have said,
amid increasingly strained rela-
tions with its neighbour and de-
spite calls by the European Union
and NATO for tensions to ease
between the once wartime foes.

“Serbia’s president … or-
dered the Serbian army to be on
the highest level of combat readi-
ness, that is to the level of the use
of armed force,” Serbia’s Defence
Minister Milos Vucevic said in a
statement late on Monday.

He added that Serbian Presi-
dent Aleksandar Vucic also or-
dered the special armed forces to
be beefed up from the existing
1,500 to 5,000, Vucevic said.

The country’s Interior Min-
ister Bratislav Gasic said he “or-

Serbian troops on Kosovo border
in state of ‘combat readiness’

dered the full combat readiness”
of police and other security units
and that they be placed under the
command of the army chief of staff
according to “their operational
plan”.

He said in a statement that he
acted on the orders of President
Vucic so that “all measures be tak-
en to protect the Serbian people
in Kosovo”.

The orders from Vucic come
after Serbian army chief General
Milan Mojsilovic was dispatched
to the border with Kosovo on
Sunday, though it was not imme-
diately clear what the new orders
mean on the border where Serbian
troops have been on alert for some
time.

Northern Kosovo has been
especially on edge since Novem-
ber when hundreds of ethnic Serb

workers embedded in the Kosovo
police as well as the judicial branch
— such as judges and prosecu-
tors — walked out of their jobs in
protest at a controversial decision
to ban Serbs living in Kosovo from
using Belgrade-issued licence
plates.

Serbia, which does not recog-
nise Kosovo’s 2008 declaration of
independence, has been sabre-rat-
tling and threatening force against
its former province — and now
independent Kosovo — for a long
time, and the ongoing tension re-
mains a potential flash point.
Western efforts to mediate a solu-
tion so far have failed.

Earlier on Monday, NATO-
led peacekeepers said they were
investigating a shooting incident
in the restive northern region of
Kosovo, and urged for calm as

Serbia’s top military officials in-
spected their troops on the bor-
der in a show of combat readiness.

The incident on Sunday
evening took place in Zubin Po-
tok, a town where local ethnic
Serbs have been operating road
barricades for the past two weeks
and where tensions have been
running high.

The peacekeepers, known as
KFOR, said the shooting hap-
pened near one of their patrols,
involving unknown people. A
statement said no one was injured
and “we are working to establish
all the facts”.

“It is important for all in-
volved to avoid any rhetoric or
actions that can cause tensions
and escalate the situation,” KFOR
said in a statement. “We expect
all actors to refrain from provoca-
tive shows of force and to seek
the best solution to ensure the
safety and security of all commu-
nities.”

Fears of violence have soared
since the start of Russia’s war in
Ukraine. The United States and
most EU countries have recogn-
ised Kosovo’s independence,
while Serbia has relied on Russia
and China in its bid to maintain
claim on its former province.

The rising tensions involve
several issues amid international
efforts to step up mediation ef-
forts. Most recently, ethnic Serbs
in the north put up roadblocks in
protest of an arrest of a former
Serb police officer.

aljazeera

The number of street demon-
strations in Iran has decreased in
recent weeks – but they have not
gone away, defying some of the
early predictions that they would
fade, and yet also failing to shake
the foundations of the Islamic re-
public. If anything, the protest
movement has proven to be resil-
ient. It has now been more than
100 days since the protests erupt-
ed across Iran following the death
of Mahsa Amini, who was arrest-
ed by morality police in Septem-
ber for alleged non-compliance
with a mandatory dress code for
women.

A high death toll – foreign-
based human rights organisations
say more than 500 people have
been killed during the unrest – has
not stopped the ebb and flow of
the protest movement. Neither
has a tough government crack-
down, and the execution of at
least two people in cases related

What will 2023 bring
for Iran and its

protest movement?
to the protests, with the poten-
tial for more to come.

Iran is not on the verge of re-
gime change, but the protests have
fundamentally changed the rela-
tionship between the state and the
population, according to Sina
Azodi, a non-resident fellow at the
Atlantic Council think-tank.

“I believe the protests will
continue in one way or another
because the Iranian government
has failed to address the root cause
of the protests,” he told Al Jazeera.
“I don’t think that the situation is
sustainable because if the govern-
ment doesn’t address the popula-
tion’s grievances every once in a
while, it has to show the same lev-
el of brutality to quell the pro-
tests.

It is unclear at this point
whether the state has any interest
in addressing the grievances of the
people.”

aljazeera

Taiwan will extend compul-
sory military service from its cur-
rent four months to one year
starting from 2024, President
Tsai Ing-wen announced on Tues-
day, as the self-ruled island
comes under increasing Chinese
military pressure.

Speaking after a national se-
curity meeting she had called to
discuss reinforcing the island’s
civil defence, Tsai said Taiwan
wanted peace but needed to be
able to defend itself.

“As long as Taiwan is strong
enough, it will be the home of
democracy and freedom all over
the world, and it will not become
a battlefield,” Tsai told a news
conference announcing the deci-
sion, which she described as “in-
credibly difficult”.

The current military system,
including training reservists, is
inefficient and insufficient to
cope with China’s rising military
threat, especially if it launched a
rapid attack on the island, Tsai
added.

China’s “intimidation and
threats against Taiwan are get-
ting more obvious”, Tsai said.

Taiwan extends military service
as China dials up pressure

“No one wants war … but my
fellow countrymen, peace will not
fall from the sky.

“Taiwan wants to tell the
world that between democracy
and dictatorship, we firmly be-
lieve in democracy. Between war
and peace, we insist on peace. Let
us show the courage and determi-
nation to protect our homeland
and defend democracy.”

Conscripts will undergo more
intense training, including shoot-
ing exercises, combat instruction
used by American forces, and op-
erating more powerful weapons
including Stinger anti-aircraft mis-
siles and anti-tank missiles, Tsai
said.

Taipei, which rejects Beijing’s
sovereignty claims, reported the
largest-ever Chinese air force in-
cursion into the island’s air de-
fence identification zone on Mon-
day, with 43 Chinese planes cross-
ing an unofficial buffer between
the two sides.

China also staged extensive
war games near the island in Au-
gust following a controversial visit
to Taipei by then-United States
House Speaker Nancy Pelosi.

On Saturday, Beijing berated
Washington for its new US defence
spending bill which, with military
support earmarked for Taiwan,
amplified a “China threat” narra-
tive, according to China’s foreign
ministry. The ministry said in a
statement that the defence bill
“severely affects peace and sta-
bility across the Taiwan Strait”.

Mandatory military service
was once deeply unpopular in
Taiwan, and previous govern-
ments under the ruling Democrat-
ic Progressive Party and the main
opposition Kuomintang cut the
period of service for men from
more than two years to four
months to please younger voters.
At that time, tensions had eased
between Taipei and Beijing.

In recent years, China has
stepped up diplomatic, military
and economic pressure on the self-
governed island to accept Beijing’s
rule. Amid increasingly tense re-
lations, polling showed that more
than three-quarters of Taiwanese
people now believe that four
months of military service is too
short.

aljazeera

South Korea's military has apologised for failing to shoot down
five drones that North Korea flew across their mutual border on Mon-
day.

Seoul fired warning shots and sent jets and attack helicopters to
shoot down the aircraft, one of which flew close to the capital.

Despite a five-hour pursuit, the drones reportedly all returned to
North Korea.

South Korea's President has said that the incident showed the
military's readiness was "greatly lacking".

South Korea's Joint Chiefs of Staff, which represents the major
branches of its armed services, acknowledged in a statement on Tues-
day that while the military can counter "attack drones that pose a real
threat", it is limited in its ability to detect and strike smaller spy
drones.

"Our military's lack of preparedness has caused a lot of concern to
the people," said a senior official, Kang Shin-chul. He added that the
military would "actively employ detection devices to spot the ene-
my's drone from an early stage and aggressively deploy strike assets".

The BBC's Seoul correspondent, Jean Mackenzie, has said it is
concerning because the drone that flew near Seoul had the potential to
run surveillance operations and to photograph sensitive areas.

Speaking at a cabinet meeting on Tuesday, President Yoon Suk-
yeol said he would seek to speed up the creation of a military unit to
monitor North Korea's military facilities in response to Monday's
incident, which would be supplied with cutting-edge stealthy drones.

He also blamed his predecessor, Moon Jae-in, for his "dangerous"
North Korea policy that included a 2018 inter-Korean military pact
banning hostile activities in the border areas.

Monday's incursion was the first time in five years that North
Korean drones had entered the South's airspace and comes amid in-
creased tensions on the peninsula, with the North conducting a record
number of missile tests this year.

Local media were reporting that there had been another possible
drone sighting in South Korea on Tuesday, but the defence ministry
has said that this was a flock of birds.

Earlier this month, the North claimed to have performed major
tests needed to help it develop its first spy satellite, which could be
used to monitor South Korea. It released an aerial photo of Seoul,
which it said had been taken during the test.

Experts believe North Korea is working to refine and improve its
weapons, while putting pressure on the United States to ease sanc-
tions in any future negotiations.

                                              bbc

North Korea drones:
South's military

apologises for pursuit
failure

Unfair power distribution in some parts of Kabul city is anoth-
er problem and more load-shedding is intolerable.

Da Afghanistan Breshna Shirkat, the country’s main power
supply company should fairly distribute power and address the
current problem. Meanwhile, Da Afghanistan Breshna Shirkat offi-
cials have said that with the arrival of winter the imported electric-
ity from Uzbekistan has reduced and the citizens’ wide use of
power heaters inflected heavy pressure on transformers.

“So, this is why we have to cut the power for a few hours,” said
the company in a statement released recently.

                                                              The Kabul Times

 Prolonged power
outage...
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