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KABUL: Ministry of Inte-
rior of the Islamic Emirate of Af-
ghanistan (IEA) has said that
9 rebels have been killed and
four others wounded in a clash
with the IEA forces in Daikun-
di province.

“There were reports of the
presence of armed individuals
in a home in Seyok Shieber area
of Daikundi’s provincial capi-
tal the other day. The IEA se-
curity organs have dispatched
elders two times and asked the
rebels to lay down their arms,
but the rebels refused to lay
down their arms despite of con-
tinued efforts,” said Abdul
Nafi Takoor, a spokesperson of
the ministry of interior.

K
ABUL: Led by Dep
uty Prime Minister of
the Islamic Emirate of

Afghanistan Mullah Abdul Ghani
Beradar, a high-ranking delegation
paid a visit to various sections of
Logar’s Ainak copper mine yes-
terday.

During his visit to Ainak cop-
per mine, Mullah Abdul Ghani
Beradar considered the mine as a
key economic resource of the
country, asking China to start prac-
tical work on the mine as soon as
possible.

The delegation led by Mullah
Beradar also met with the officials
of MCC Company. Besides, the
delegation also paid a visit to the
historic sites of the mine and in-
structed relevant officials for the
protection and transferring of his-
toric artifacts and monuments.

The Kabul Times

China to start Ainak Cooper mine
extraction soon, Mullah Beradar

9 rebels killed in
Daikundi, MoI

KABUL: The Islamic Emir-
ate of Afghanistan has con-
demned the statements of the
spokesperson of the United
Nations High Commissioner
for Refugees (UNHCR) and
other representatives of the
Western countries regarding
the implementation of Islamic
sharia by the Islamic system,
Zabihullah Mujahid, the
spokesman of the Islamic Emir-
ate said on his Twitter page the
other day.  The IEA spokesman
said: “Durra or whipping was
an order of the Islamic sharia,
which is implemented on those
breaking Islamic ethics.”

Western countries should
respect Islamic rules, Mujahid

Mujahid called the state-
ment (that termed the Islamic
rule inhumane and cruel) a dis-
respect to the holy religion of
Islam and considered it against
international principles.

The statement said that the

world countries and organiza-
tions should not allow mali-
cious persons to make irre-
sponsible and provocative
statements about the holy reli-
gion of Islam or its rules.

The Kabul Times

KABUL: The 3rd Global
High-level Ministerial Confer-
ence on Anti-Microbial Resis-
tance (AMR), held in Oman,
the other day.

The IE acting Minister of
Public Health (MoPH) Dr. Qa-
lander Ebad attended the meet-
ing and delivered speech, ac-
cording to a statement from
the ministry.

The agenda of the confer-
ence included ministerial ple-
nary sessions on AMR and
the political response, key
challenges for the AMR re-
sponse, and sharing solutions
and innovations on the issue.

Representatives of the
United Nations World Health
Organization (WHO), Food

3rd Global High-level
Ministerial Conference on
Antimicrobial Resistance

Held in Oman

KABUL: Deputy Prime Min-
ister of the Islamic Emirate of Af-
ghanistan for Political Affairs,
Mawlavi Abdul Kabir met with a
number of religious scholars of
Ghazni the other day, his office
said in a statement.

In the meeting, the religious
scholars shared their suggestions
regarding the strengthening of the
Islamic Emirate’s relevant institu-
tions.

“Scholars have the status of a
bridge between the government
and the nation and play a key role
in strengthening the Islamic sys-
tem,” the statement quoted schol-
ars as saying.

They also suggested that reli-
gious rules and the religion prior-
ities should be considered by the
country’s media.

The scholars pointed out that
they were ready to make any sac-
rifice for the continuation and con-

Deputy PM meets religious
scholars of Ghazni

and Agriculture Organization
(FAO), the World Organiza-
tion for Animal Health
(WOAH), and the United
Nations Environment Pro-
gram (UNEP) have also at-
tended the grand gathering.
They addressed at the meet-
ing and shared their sugges-
tions on anti-Microbial resis-
tance and the innovations,
challenges, solutions and
political partnership, accord-
ing to the statement.

It is should be noted, the
conference has been said
held on 2016 in the Nether-
lands but due to Covid-19
outbreak and other problems,
it was delayed.

The Kabul Times

solidation of the Islamic system.
Deputy Prime Minister

Mawlavi Abdul Kabir, while
thanking them, said that as a re-
sult of jihad and religious guidance
of scholars, today Afghanistan has
an Islamic system.

The deputy prime minister

added that for the stability of the
Islamic system and the satisfac-
tion of the people, the advice and
suggestions of the scholars are vi-
tal and they are used for the re-
construction and implementation
of Islamic rules.

The Kabul Times

KABUL: The spokesman of
the Islamic Emirate of Afghan-
istan, Zabihullah Mujahid re-

IEA rejects report on leaders’
gaining millions of U.S.D in building

World Cup stadiums in Qatar

jected the other day, the recent
claim of The Telegraph daily
saying that the Islamic leaders

invested in building Football
World Cup stadiums and made
millions of U.S. dollars in cash,

in the Arab country of Qatar.
The British-based daily –

The Telegraph has falsely
spread a rumor that the author-
ities of the Islamic Emirate has
made millions of U.S. dollars in
gain, from building the stadi-
ums.

“The claim of ‘The Tele-
graph’ that some members of
the IEA have earned a lot of
money due to the construction
of a stadium in Qatar is far from
the truth. Such propaganda is
the intelligence mission of the
western media which wants to
spoil the minds against the Is-
lamic Emirate,” Mujahid said
on his twitter page.

The daily misleadingly
said that the high-level author-
ities of the IEA who received
high salaries since 2013 for their
Qatar based political office,
have spent the money to spon-
sor new precious machines
and tools used in building sta-
diums in the Arab country.

The Kabul Times

He added that security per-
sonnel finally had no choice
except entering the home, say-
ing that upon entering the
home, the security forces were
attacked.

According to the MoI
spokesperson, one security
personnel was martyred and
two others wounded. The MoI
spokesperson said that the
security forces responded,
killed 9 rebels and wounded
four others, adding that all
those killed and wounded were
armed individuals whose mo-
tive was to attack security forc-
es. No children or civilians
were harmed in the attack.

The Kabul Times

K
ABUL: Women’s
rights are observed
under the holy reli-

gion of Islam, said Bilal Karimi
Deputy spokesman of the Is-
lamic Emirate of Afghanistan,
the other day.

He said on the Internation-
al Day for the Elimination of Vi-
olence Against Women that
women’s rights are respected
in Afghanistan more than ever
before and that the current Is-
lamic system is committed to
upholding the rights of all citi-
zens.

“All of our citizens’ rights
are protected under the Islam-
ic Sharia and the Islamic sys-
tem, but, at the same time, I can
affirm that before the Islamic
Emirate’s arrival, the rights of
women and girls, including the
right to family, the right to dig-
nity, the right to honor, and the
right to property, have not
completely been respected,”
said the spokesman.

The Kabul Times

Women
rights

upheld in
Afghanistan,

Deputy
Spokesman
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“Hijab has direct link to morality of individu-
als in society.”

Food for thought
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Afghanistan has been re-
cently removed as a member of
the Media Freedom Coalition
(MFC) – a global partnership
of countries working together
proactively to advocate for
media freedom at home and
abroad. Afghanistan joined the
Media Freedom Coalition in
January 2020.

In a statement issued by the
coalition last week, MFC stat-
ed: “It is clear to the MFC that
the situation of media freedom
in Afghanistan is, unfortunate-
ly, no longer in line with the
Global Pledge. Indeed, the cur-
rent state of affairs is one of
grave concern.

The coalition stated: “The
Media Freedom Coalition will

Media operating normally
under Islamic values,

Afghan culture

continue to closely monitor the
media freedom situation in Af-
ghanistan and reaffirms the
commitment of members to the
principles outlined in the Glo-
bal Pledge on Media Free-
dom.”

In reaction to the statement
of Media Freedom Coalition,
deputy Minister of Publica-
tions for Information and Cul-
ture Hayatullah Muhajir Fara-
hi by rejecting the MFC’s
claims that media operation has
been restricted in Afghanistan
said that all media outlets were
operating normally in accor-
dance to the Afghan culture
and Islamic values.

According to deputy pub-
lication minister, all media out-

lets are allowed to operate in
the country but to respect the
Afghan culture and Islamic
values.

Pointing to some claims
made by some foreign media
outlets saying that the Islamic
Emirate of Afghanistan (IEA)
has imposed increasing restric-
tions on media, deputy minis-
ter of publications for informa-
tion and culture said all claims
of restrictions on media were
baseless and not true, adding
that all domestic and interna-
tional media outlets were nor-
mally operating in the country.

He stressed that the IEA
was supporting journalists and
media outlets, saying that the
ministry of information and

culture was working to address
all challenges facing the media
in the country.

Previously, the Ministry of
Information and Culture
(MoIC) had said that the Islam-
ic Emirate was committed to
freedom of press and asked all
media outlets to make use of
reliable and trustworthy sourc-
es while reporting.

It is worth mentioning that
over 300 domestic media and
14 foreign media are currently
operating in Afghanistan. Be-
sides, more than 700 journal-
ists including 200 internation-
al journalists are active and
engaged in making reports in
Afghanistan.

Mohammad Daud

Pointing to some claims made by some foreign media outlets saying that the Islamic Emirate of
Afghanistan (IEA) has imposed increasing restrictions on media, deputy minister of publications
for information and culture said all claims of restrictions on media were baseless and not true,

adding that all domestic and international media outlets were normally operating in the country.

Over the last more than twenty years of occupation by the US
and its allies, widespread corruption engulfed the country.

Powerful men, former warlords and so-called Jihadi command-
ers usurped hundreds of hectares of lands across the country and
believed themselves the main owners of public properties. Even
they spared no effort to grab people lands in many parts of the
country, as they had been supported by the two former corrupt
systems.

They took all of these assets out of the country and invested in
their own interest, with the second beneficiaries have only been
the aliens.

They become rich with the assets of poor Afghans. They climbed
the top of power. They become ministers, parliamentarians and
ambassadors with no eligibility, just for belonging to the govern-
ment high-ranking authorities.

Billions of U.S. dollars have been taken out of Afghanistan,
leaving the country in a deep economic crisis.

Now the time has reached for returning public properties and
work for the welfare of the poverty-stricken nation.

The Islamic Emirate has begun pursuing cases of land grabbing
in Kabul, where hundreds of townships have been built illegally
countrywide.

The process has started in the Mullah Tarakhil township, just
east of the capital, where tens of residential plots have been ille-
gally distributed by an individual, who believes himself a real
religious scholar.

The same illegally built townships are also available in many
parts of the capital Kabul and provinces of the country.

A technical committee, formed within the land usurpation com-
mission to stop land grabbing and identify the seized lands, has
begun activities in 20 provinces of the country, including Kabul.

According to reports, after two consecutive meetings, the tech-
nical committee went to certain areas and began its work which
will review all the documentation and limitations of the entire
townships legally or illegally built or the work is expected to
start.

The plan is a national process. This should be helped succeed
as it benefits all people and the government to overcome corrup-
tion, the vicious legacy of the past two corrupt regimes. No one is
and wants to be against the commission’s plan.

All the people of Afghanistan support and cooperate with the
commission formed by the Islamic Emirate’s decision to return
public properties and the usurped lands, as this is in the interests
of both the people and the Islamic system.

Time to return usurped
lands, uproot corruption
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Increasing trashes on Kab-
ul streets has raised concern
of the city’s residents. A num-
ber of residents of Kabul city
are complaining that increas-
ing of trash has created lots of
problems to the people.

According to the people,
Kabul municipality does not
timely drain the trash left on
most of streets of the city. They
say with increasing trash on
streets and bad smell from the
trash has made life difficult for
people.  Excessive accumula-
tion of garbage, both on the
streets and near residential ar-
eas, has raised complaints of
Kabul residents. This comes as
doctors warn that excessive ac-
cumulation of trash in residen-
tial areas causes various dis-
eases among people, and chil-
dren are the most vulnerable
among them.

Citizens concern over increasing
garbage in the capital

Nevertheless, officials of
Kabul municipality say the mu-
nicipality personnel are work-
ing day and night to drain the
trash cans put mostly on
streets in the city.

Meanwhile, a number of
Kabul residents say the peo-
ple should consider the city as
their home and cooperate with
the municipality in cleaning
the city.

“We should consider the
street and city as our home and
do more for cleanliness,” said
Roqia, a resident of Kabul city.
She asked the people to coop-
erate with Kabul municipality
in cleaning the city.

Increasing trash, lack of city
canalization, air pollution, in-
creasing number of drug-ad-
dicts and street beggars are all
problems facing the people in
Kabul city.

Although Kabul city is fac-
ing with increasing population
and excessive trash produc-
tion, the people witness trash-
es across the city particularly
on streets and sidewalks. Gar-
bage is considered as dirty
gold and most countries hire
companies to recycle garbage.

For example, Germany recy-
cles 70% of all waste produced,
this is the most in the world.
The country achieved this
through their policies regard-
ing waste, companies are held
responsible to whether or not
their packaging is recyclable,
when consumers purchase
goods they are then responsi-
ble for the disposal of them.

In Kabul, there are only a
few private companies operat-
ing in the waste recycling sec-
tor. As soon as this dirty gold
is thrown away, dozens of

drug-addicts storm and collect
reusable waste. Two-thirds of
the useful waste of Kabul city
is collected by these people
and smuggled out of the coun-
try.

Currently, Kabul has not a
regular and standard garbage
collection systems. Over
135,000 garbage cans are need-
ed to collect garbage in the city,
while there are only 5,000 gar-
bage cans that have been
placed in the city where a small
number of personnel have
been assigned to drain the
trash cans from across the city.

Kabul municipality is work-
ing to increase the number of
garbage cans in the city. Be-
sides, the municipality wants
to increase the number of per-
sonnel to timely drain the trash
and the garbage cans all the
city.  Saida Ahmadi

Officials of Da Afghanistan
Bank (DAB) the country’s cen-
tral bank in a meeting the other
day with a UN delegation dis-
cussed economic develop-
ment, normalization of banking
system and coordination of
humanitarian aids in the coun-
try.

According to a spokesper-
son to Da Afghanistan Bank,
Advisor of Da Afghanistan
Bank Lutful Haq Noor Pasarly
and General Director of the
DAB’s Office Sediqullah Kha-
lid met with the UN Secretary
General’s Deputy Special Rep-
resentative for Afghanistan,
Ramiz Alakbarov here in Kab-
ul. “Both sides discussed de-
velopment of Afghanistan na-
tional economy, normalization
of banking system and coordi-
nation affairs of humanitarian
aids in the country,” said Ha-
sibullah Noori, the DAB’s
spokesperson.

He added that both sides
by recalling of achievements in
banking system in the country
in the past one year said that
Da Afghanistan Bank was
committed to better services to
the people, domestic and inter-
national institutions in accor-
dance to national and interna-
tional laws and regulations.

He further said that the UN
Secretary General’s Deputy
Special Representative for Af-
ghanistan appreciated Da Af-
ghanistan Bank for its cooper-

DAB, UN discuss normalization
of banking system in Afghanistan

ation in providing banking fa-
cilities in the country and as-
sured of further cooperation
with the country’s central bank.

Meanwhile, a delegation of
Afghanistan Moneychangers
Council led by the council’s
chairman Mohammad Mirza
Katawazi have met with Depu-
ty Prime Minister for political
affairs of the Islamic Emirate
Mawlavi Abdul Kabir at Sapi-
dar Palace.

In the meeting, both sides
discussed problems facing the
country’s moneychangers, im-
provement of banking system
in Afghanistan, keeping stable
the Afghani currency and de-
velopment of the country’s
economy.

Chairman of Afghanistan
Moneychangers Council
asked deputy prime minister to
help in increasing coordination
between the country’s money-

changers, ministry of finance
and Da Afghanistan Bank as
all transactions were conduct-
ed through moneychangers in
the country.

In the meeting, Mawlavi
Abdul Kabir assured of solu-
tion of problems facing the
country’s moneychangers,
adding that the Islamic Emir-
ate would boost coordination
between the relevant organs.

Samiullah Momand

At the Sharm el-Sheikh Cli-
mate Change Conference (COP
27), countries came together to
take action towards achieving
the world’s collective climate
goals as agreed under the Par-
is Agreement and the Conven-
tion. The conference took
place from 6-20 November 2022
in Sharm el-Sheikh, Egypt.

The UN Climate Change
Conference is held each year
with participation of represen-
tatives of most countries of the
world. This year’s conference
took place in Egypt’s Sharm el-
Sheikh. No political envoy from
the Islamic Emirate was partic-
ipated in the conference, but
head of environment, learning
and development Abdul Hadi
Achakzai took part as an unof-
ficial representative from Af-
ghanistan.

Achakzai delivered his
speech and spoke about Af-
ghanistan climate crisis. Ac-
cording to Achakzai, the Unit-
ed Nations Climate Change
Conference COP27 closed on
20th November with a break-
through agreement to provide
“loss and damage” funding for
vulnerable countries hit hard
by climate disasters.

UN Climate Change Conference
known as COP27 ends

In his speech at the con-
ference, Achakzai asked repre-
sentatives of the world coun-
tries to include Afghanistan in
the list of vulnerable countries
hit by climate disasters, stress-
ing that the issue of environ-
ment protection should be apo-
litical. He also asked the world
countries to pay particular at-
tention to the climate change
considered as vital for the peo-
ple of Afghanistan.

In his speech, Achakzai
also raised the issue of floods,
earthquake and air pollution
that have changed to key prob-
lems for the people of Afghan-
istan, stressing that Afghani-
stan is currently one of the sixth
vulnerable countries hit by cli-
mate change in coming years.

During his stay in Egypt,
Achakzai has met with repre-
sentatives of 40 countries and
700 NGOs to ask them to de-
cide on climate change of Af-
ghanistan. Besides, in G20
meeting, he asked the world
representatives to pay further
attention to renewed energy,
agriculture and climate change
in Afghanistan, asking for their
continued aids to control pov-
erty in the country.

In the meeting, Columbia
has promised to speak about
the climate crisis in Afghani-
stan and helped in absorbing
aids for Afghanistan to ad-
dress the climate crisis. Ac-
cording to Achakzai, Afghani-
stan currently needs $2 billion
for the climate change, but if
the climate crisis not ad-
dressed, the country with pass-
ing each single day will need
$20 billion.  Afghanistan is
considered as the sixth coun-
try in terms of the phenome-
non of climate change, but for-
tunately, the factors that have
caused climate change, Af-
ghanistan’s part is 0.6 percent
of greenhouse emissions
which is equal to zero, but we
must consider the global per-
spective. It is worth mention-
ing that COP27 brought to-
gether more than 45,000 partic-
ipants to share ideas, solu-
tions, and build partnerships
and coalitions. Indigenous
peoples, local communities,
cities and civil society, includ-
ing youth and children, show-
cased how they are address-
ing climate change and shared
how it impacts their lives.

Shukria Kohistani

KABUL: Afghanistan has exported dried fruits and saffron costing U.S. $2 million dollars to the Europe-
an countries, the ministry of commerce and industry said in a statement released on its twitter.

The export consisted of 120 tons of products including dried fruits and saffron, are expected to reach the
European countries via Uzbekistan with 25 days, according to the statement adding the country’s products
have become standard and this is why foreign countries are interested in the Afghan products.

The dried fruits and saffron of the country have been exported to Germany, Netherlands, Austria and
Belgium, according to the statement.

The statement said the Islamic Emirate, particularly, the ministry of commerce and industry were com-
mitted to support the country’s investors, land owners and industrialists of the country.

This is while, 75 tons of pine nuts costing up to 500 million U.S. dollars have earlier been exported to
China.

The Kabul Times

Afghanistan exports
dried fruits worth

$2 million to Europe
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Ukraine war: 6 million
without power as winter bites

Ukraine's president says six
million Ukrainian households are
still without power, after massive
missile strikes hit the country this
week.

"As of this evening, blackouts
continue in most regions and in
Kyiv," Volodymyr Zelensky said
in his nightly address.

The number of affected house-
holds has reduced by half since
Wednesday, he added.

But millions have been left
without light, water or heat as
winter sets in.

Speaking in a video address,
President Zelensky said the capi-
tal and its surrounding region are

among the worst affected by the
attacks. He said many residents
in the city have been without
power "for 20 or even 30 hours".

He said other areas among the
worst affected are the regions of
Odesa, in the south, Lviv in the
west, as well Vinnytsia and Dni-
propetrovsk which are more cen-
tral.

President Zelensky appealed
to everyone to use appliances
which use energy sparingly: "If
you don't have a power outage, it
doesn't mean the problem is over.
Please, if you have electricity, this
does not mean that you can turn
on several powerful electrical ap-

pliances at once."
"We have to endure this win-

ter, a winter that everyone will
remember," he said.

Ukrainian President Volody-
myr Zelenskyy visits one of the
'Points of Invincibility', special
shelters established for all basic
services across the country after
power cuts due to the war, and
gathers with children here, in Kyiv,
Ukraine on November 25, 2022.

Prime Minister Denys Shmy-
hal said that despite the attacks,
almost all of the country's critical
infrastructure has been reconnect-

ed - including things such as wa-
ter utilities, heat generation plants,
hospitals and emergency servic-
es.

But ordinary people contin-
ue to face scheduled power cuts
across every region of Ukraine, he
said.

There are fears that Russia's
targeting of Ukrainian infrastruc-
ture, coupled with snow and sub-
zero temperatures, could cause a
health crisis in the country.

Ukraine struggles to restore
power after Russian strikes

Ukraine and its Western allies
have repeatedly said that by tar-
geting critical civilian infrastruc-
ture Russia is committing war
crimes - an accusation denied by
Moscow.

On Friday, the Kherson re-
gional governor said hospital pa-
tients had been evacuated from the
area due to "constant Russian
shelling".

City council officials said 15
residents have been killed in the
eastern city this week - which was
recently recaptured by Ukrainian
forces.

The Russian air onslaught
comes as the UN's nuclear agency
said three nuclear plants on Ukrai-
nian territory had been reconnect-
ed to the grid, after they were
forced to shut during the attacks
this week.

A fourth nuclear plant, on
Russian-controlled territory in
Zaporizhzhia, came back online
on Thursday. BBC

Taiwan votes in
local elections amid

China tensions
Millions in Taiwan are head-

ing to the polls as the island's
local midterm elections kick off
on Saturday.

Local council and city may-
ors are elected in the polls, which
are held every four years.

But these elections are also
drawing global attention this year
as Taiwan becomes a bigger geo-
political flashpoint between
China and the US.

The Chinese government
sees Taiwan as a breakaway
province that will, eventually, be
part of the country.

But many Taiwanese people
consider their self-ruled island -
with its own form of government
and a democratic system - to be
distinct.

This election also involves a
referendum to lower the voting
age to 18. Currently, only peo-
ple above the age of 20 can vote.
But more and more younger peo-
ple appear to be becoming polit-
ically conscious, with turnout at
the 2020 vote being the highest
ever.

Young people have told the
BBC they're directly being driv-
en by the "China threat" - an is-
sue that has been a big part of
the political conversation
throughout their lives.

Two parties and two views
There are two main political

parties in Taiwan and they have
differing approaches to China.

The Kuomintang (KMT), a
party of conservative business
champions, are traditionally seen
as pro-China "doves". They have
advocated for economic engage-
ment with China and have ap-
peared to be in favour of unifica-
tion, though they have strongly

denied being pro-China.
Their main rival is the gov-

erning Democratic People's Par-
ty (DPP) whose leader Tsai Ing-
wen won by a landslide in the
2020 national election. Ms Tsai
has taken a strong stance to-
wards China, saying Beijing
needed to show Taiwan respect
and that Taipei would not bow
to pressure.

She was re-elected in 2020
on a promise to stand up to
Beijing. Locals told the BBC at
the time that protests in Hong
Kong and Beijing's subsequent
crackdown on civil rights had
raised concerns in Taiwan.

"The DPP is experiencing di-
minishing returns to its tradition-
al brand of Taiwanese national-
ism," says Wen-ti Sung, a Tai-
wan politics analyst in Taipei
who works for the Australian
National University.

He says this year was full
of national security events that
should have been favourable to
the DPP's "rallying around the
flag" sentiment.

Those national security
events refer to US House speak-
er Nancy Pelosi's controversial
visit to Taiwan and China's mas-
sive military drills in response,
the war in Ukraine and Chinese
President Xi Jinping's commit-
ment to make progress on cross-
strait relations.

"Yet virtually all the polls
indicate the DPP [is] failing to
translate heightened nationalist
sentiment into electoral support,
unlike its big wins after the 2014
Sunflower Movement and 2020
presidential election post-Hong
Kong crisis," he said.

BBC

Jeddah sees highest ever
recorded rain, flooding coastal

city: Saudi Arabia’s NCM

The heavy rain that hit Jed-
dah was the highest ever recorded
rainfall in the coastal city, the
spokesperson for Saudi Arabia’s
National Center for Meteorology
(NCM) Hussein al-Qahtani said
on Friday.

The rain on Thursday lasted
for about eight hours – from 8 a.m.
to 5 p.m. – and amounted to 179.7
millimeter of water, according to
the center’s monitoring stations.

The highest level of rainfall in

Jeddah was previously recorded
in 2009, when NCM recorded
111mm of rain.

At least two people died, doz-
ens of flights were delayed, and
schools were forced to shut as
Saudi Arabia braced for the storm.

Videos circulating on social
media showed the flooded streets
of Jeddah and other areas in the
Kingdom as people drove to safe-
ty.

Police officers and emergen-

cy services were dispatched
around the city to help motorists
on the road, according to the Mak-
kah Region’s official Twitter ac-
count.

Authorities urged the public
to refrain from driving unless ab-
solutely necessary and to take
precautions.

Rainfall is expected to contin-
ue Friday morning before waning
off, according to the NCM.
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China reports third
consecutive daily
record for new

COVID-19 cases

China reported 35,183 new
COVID-19 infections on No-
vember 25, of which 3,474 were
symptomatic and 31,709 were
asymptomatic, the National
Health Commission said on
Saturday, setting a new high
for the third consecutive day.

That compared with 32,943
new cases a day earlier – 3,103
symptomatic and 29,840 as-
ymptomatic infections, which
China counts separately.

Excluding imported cases,
China reported 34,909 new lo-
cal cases on Friday, of which
3,405 were symptomatic and
31,504 were asymptomatic, up
from 32,695 a day earlier.

There were no deaths, keep-
ing fatalities at 5,232. As of Fri-
day, mainland China had con-
firmed 304,093 cases with
symptoms.

Mega-cities continue to
struggle to contain outbreaks,

with Chongqing and Guang-
zhou recording the bulk of new
cases.

Chongqing, a southwest-
ern city of 32 million people,
reported 7,721 new local cases
for Friday, a jump of almost 20
percent from the previous day.

Guangzhou, a prosperous
city of nearly 19 million people
in southern China, reported
7,419 new local cases for Fri-
day, down slightly from 7,524
cases a day earlier.

New local cases for Friday
in the capital Beijing jumped 58
percent to 2,595, according to
figures released by local health
authorities on Saturday.

There are COVID-19 out-
breaks in almost all Chinese
provinces, with Hebei, Si-
chuan, Shanxi and Qinghai
provinces each registering
more than a thousand new cas-
es on Friday. Alarabiya

Xi tells Kim China wants to work
with North Korea for peace: KCNA

Chinese President Xi Jinping
has told North Korea’s Kim Jong
Un that Beijing is willing to work
with Pyongyang for global peace
and stability, according to the of-
ficial Korean Central News Agen-
cy (KCNA).

The report on Saturday came
days after North Korea fired an
intercontinental ballistic missile
(ICBM) in one of its most pow-
erful tests yet, declaring it would
meet perceived nuclear threats
from the United States with nu-
clear weapons of its own.

North Korea has conducted a
record-breaking blitz of missile
launches in recent weeks and fears
have grown that it is building up
to a seventh nuclear test, its first
since 2017.

In his message to Kim, Xi said
Beijing was ready to work together
for “peace, stability, development
and prosperity of the region and
the world”, KCNA reported.

Xi said he was willing to col-

laborate with Pyongyang as
“changes in the world, times, and
history are taking place in unprec-
edented ways”, KCNA said, quot-
ing from the message it said was
received in response to congratu-
lations from Kim after the Chi-
nese Communist Party Congress
last month handed Xi a third term.

Days before North Korea’s
ICBM launch, Xi met on the side-
lines of a G20 summit in Bali with
US President Joe Biden, who
voiced confidence that Beijing does
not want to see a further escala-
tion by Pyongyang.

Washington has said it wants
China, Pyongyang’s most impor-
tant ally and economic benefac-
tor, to use its influence to help
rein in North Korea.

The November 18 missile
launch appeared to be Pyongy-
ang’s newest ICBM with the po-
tential range to hit the US main-
land.

The United Nations Security

Council convened an open meet-
ing over the launch, with the US,
the United Kingdom, France and
India among 14 nations to “strong-
ly condemn” Pyongyang’s ac-
tions.

But a Western diplomat told
the AFP news agency that China
and Russia had chosen not to put
their names to Monday’s state-
ment.

Earlier this month, the US had
accused Beijing and Moscow of
protecting Pyongyang from fur-
ther punishment.

In May, China and Russia ve-
toed a US-led effort to tighten
sanctions on North Korea in re-
sponse to earlier launches.

Pyongyang is already under
multiple sets of international sanc-
tions over its nuclear and ballistic
missile programmes, and China
accounts for more than 90 per-
cent of the impoverished country’s
bilateral trade.

Aljazeera

Three killed, 11 wounded in
Brazil twin school shootings

At least three people were
killed and 11 wounded after a
former student opened fire at two
schools in the southeastern Bra-
zilian state of Espirito Santo, po-
lice said.

The alleged shooter was iden-
tified as a 16-year-old who wore
military-style camouflage attire
with Nazi symbols, the authori-
ties said of the twin attacks that
took place at 10am (13:00 GMT)
on Friday in the town of Aracruz,
80km north of state capital Vito-
ria.

He first fired on teachers at
his former school, a public prima-
ry and secondary school, killing
two people and injuring nine.

The shooter then went to a
private school on the same street,
where he killed an adolescent girl
and wounded two people, offi-

cials said.
The teenager has been arrest-

ed, Espirito Santo Governor
Renato Casagrande confirmed.

“He was a student at (the
first) school until June, a 16-year-
old minor. His family then trans-
ferred him to another school. We
have information he was under-
going psychiatric treatment,”
Casagrande told a press confer-
ence. Two guns were used in the
attack by the teenager, who is the
son of a military police officer.
Both firearms were registered to
his father.

Security camera footage
broadcast on Brazilian media
showed the shooter running into
the school, rushing down the cor-
ridors with a semi-automatic
weapon and firing shots. Police
are investigating any potential

links to extremist groups as he had
a swastika on his fatigues.

The lives of some of the in-
jured remained at risk, the gover-
nor said, as he declared three days
of mourning in the state.

School shootings are uncom-
mon in Brazil, but have witnessed
an uptick in recent years.

Twelve children were killed in
2011, when a man opened fire at
his former elementary school in
Realengo, a suburb of Rio de Jan-
eiro, and then killed himself.

In 2019, two former students
shot dead eight people at a high
school in Suzano, outside Sao
Paulo, then also took their own
lives.

President-elect Luiz Inacio
Lula da Silva described the shoot-
ings as an “absurd tragedy”.
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