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KABUL: Over 400,000 tons
of coal have been transported to
32 designated areas, where the
process of distribution would be
started soon, the Press Office of
the Deputy Prime Minister, said
in a statement the other day.

Operations have been practi-
cally started to start the distribu-

Coal to be soon distributed with lower
prices in Kabul, office of Deputy PM

KABUL: Acting Minister
of Foreign Affairs, Mawlavi
Amir Khan Muttaqi, met with

Acting Minister Muttaqi meets
Norwegian charge d’Affaires

Norway’s chargé d’affaires in
Afghanistan and discussed
political and humanitarian co-

operation, a statement from the
ministry of foreign affairs said
the other day.

During the meeting Mutta-
qi, as quoted by the statement,
said that attempting to take Af-
ghanistan under pressure is
useless and that the interna-
tional community has to in-
stead choose the path of good
engagement.

According to the state-
ment, Muttaqi asked the inter-
national community to not po-
liticize humanitarian issues.

“The world shouldn’t po-
liticize humanitarian issues.
The Islamic Emirate has
stopped the cultivation and
trafficking of drugs with tens
of thousands of addicts are
now taken into treatment and
the world has a responsibility
to help in these areas,” said the
statement.

The Islamic Emirate foreign
minister said that as history
has shown, using the pressure
option in Afghanistan is not
useful, the statement said.

The Kabul Times

tion process, during the winter
season, as a control committee
assigned for the purpose to trans-
fer the work to eight companies,
said the statement.

The coal would be placed in
32 areas of the Kabul city by the
said companies and the process
of distribution would soon be

started.
This is to be noted that for

the liquid gas, biocontrol and stor-
age precautions, the private sec-
tor and state-owned oil and gas
companies are said to coordinate
with the appointed special com-
mittee.

The Kabul times

 KABUL: The Prime Min-
ister of the Islamic Emirate of
Afghanistan, Mullah Moham-
mad Hassan Akhund chaired
the cabinet meeting the other
day, the PM Press Office said
in a statement.

In the meeting, a delega-
tion was assigned for the ren-
ovation and reactivation of the
greenhouses in the country,
according to the statement.

Cabinet meeting discusses issues
on activation of greenhouses

The delegation led by the
Minister of Economy has been
assigned to study the report
of the delegation regarding the
renovation and activation of
inactive greenhouses and
share reports about its find-
ings and suggestions to the
next cabinet meeting.

Also, the Ministry of Agri-
culture, Irrigation and Live-
stock has been assigned to re-

view workplaces created for
the processing of coal in co-
operation with the Ministry of
Finance and Supreme Court
that can be exported to foreign
countries and share the results
with the next cabinet meeting,
according to the statement.

On the other hand, the cab-
inet meeting has assigned a
delegation headed by the Min-
istry of Mines and Petroleum

to determine the obligations
and cooperation of the rele-
vant departments for organiz-
ing exhibitions of precious
and semi-precious stones,
metals and minerals of Af-
ghanistan in different coun-
tries and submit their plans
and drafts to the Prime Min-
ister Office for approval, the
statement concluded.

The Kabul Times

PUL-E-KHUMRI: At least
two mine workers were killed
in a mine cave-in in northern
Baghlan province, late on
Monday, Mawlavi Abdullah
Hamid, Head of Baghlan coal
mine enterprise said Tuesday.

“Parts of a coal mine
caved in, killing two workers,
late on Monday in Shirin Dara

2 killed as mine slides in Baghlan province

K
ABUL: Acting Minis
ter of Agriculture, Ir
rigation and Live-

stock, Mawlavi Ataullah Omari,
in a meeting with the UNFAO and
WFP representatives, here in
Kabul, said that Afghanistan has
lots of resources and that the in-
ternational community has to help
construct water canals, said a
statement from the ministry’s
press office the other day.

“The people of Afghanistan,
especially farmers, need interna-
tional cooperation and support,”
said the statement quoting the act-
ing minister who met with the
chairperson of the World Food

Intl community should help construct
irrigation canals in Afghanistan, Minister

Agency (WFP), Mary Elaine Sara,
on Monday.

In this visit, the acting Minis-
ter of Agriculture, Irrigation and
Livestock, thanked both organi-
zations for their cooperation with
the people of Afghanistan under
the sensitive situation, the state-
ment further said. “We are grate-
ful to both institutions and our
colleagues for supporting our peo-
ple in this bad economic situa-
tion,” Omari was quoted as say-
ing.  He also talked about various
issues relating Afghanistan and
added that Afghanistan has a lot
of resources, so that the interna-

tional community can work on the
construction of irrigation canals,
irrigation systems, and construc-
tion of houses, because very little
work has been done in this area,
so people can irrigate many lands
and positive changes in life will
occur. In the meeting, the repre-
sentatives of the two institutions
also emphasized on their sustain-
able activities in addition to the
close cooperation of the Minis-
try of Agriculture, Irrigation and
Livestock in the implementation
of the program.

The Kabul Times

KABUL: Zabihullah Muja-
hid, Spokesman of the Islamic
Emirate of Afghanistan, and Nu-
ruddin Azizi, the Acting Minister
of Commerce and Industry,
opened the “International Exhibi-
tion of Strengthening the Afghan
Economy” in Kabul yesterday.

In the opening ceremony at-
tended by Mawlavi Saaduddin
Saeed, deputy finance and admin-
istration minister of information
and culture and other high-rank-
ing officials of the Islamic Emir-
ate of Afghanistan.

Speaking in the ceremony, act-
ing Minister of Commerce and
Industry Nuruddin Azizi, appre-
ciated the businessmen who have
invested in various sectors and

Trade, industry play key role in

development of the country, Mujahid
asked the Afghan businessmen
and investors who are abroad to
return home and invest in the
country.

He called, holding such exhi-
bitions as a positive step toward
development of domestic prod-
ucts and expressed his led minis-
try’s support for the good plans
of industrialists, businessmen and
investors. “Any efforts to im-
prove the country’s economic sit-
uation is appreciable,” said, Ina-
mullah Samangani head of the
Government Media and Informa-
tion Center (GMIC) adding that
the Islamic Emirate was stepping
up towards economic self-suffi-
ciency and there is a need to work
in line with economic growth to

achieve economic self-sufficiency.
Also, Zabihullah Mujahid,
spokesman of the Islamic Emir-
ate of Afghanistan, assured the
attention of the leadership of the
Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan in
line with the growth of economy
in the country and said that trade
and industry plays key role in the
economic growth of the country.

He assured of full support of
the Islamic Emirate for the devel-
opment of the trade and industry
in the country.

It should be mentioned that
this exhibition is open for two
more days in Qasr-e- Naween Hall
located in Kabul Airport road,
Charah-e-Lab-e-jar.

Momand

village of Nahrin district of the
province,” Hamid told media.

The bodies still remained
under the debris and the pro-
vincial rescue team started ef-
forts to recover them, accord-
ing to the official.

Non-standard mining often
claims lives of workers in Af-
ghanistan. The Kabul Times
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“Hijab has direct link to morality of individu-
als in society.”

Food for thought
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This is just one month to the winter of this year, but the harsh
climate has already arrived, leaving thousands of households in
desperate need of aids all over the country.

Foodstuff are still high and not affordable for the poverty-strick-
en families. The price of fuel, including coal and firewood has
remarkably soared up countrywide. Winter clothes, proper shel-
ters and cold-resistant tents are yet to be accessed by the people
of poor economy in the country, as most of them have recently
returned to home from overseas.

This is also to be noted that thousands of Afghans have recently
been deported from Iran, Pakistan and Turkey and are seeking
shelters, food, medication and other primary assistances.

In most parts of the capital Kabul, the economic and humanitar-
ian situation are heartbreakingly deteriorated.

More Afghan families, mostly internally displaced households
are seen in different parts of the capital, having to sell their be-
longings in order to buy materials to heat their houses and at the
same time have to face increasing food and other essentials items
costs.

In a timely fashion, getting aids and the necessary supplies to
the people of poor economy, are a very harsh challenge. And this
is the most important thing to have the sanctions exempted for
humanitarian purposes that paves the way for the aid organiza-
tions to continue their work for the Afghans battling harsh climate.

The government, particularly the related organs should do their
best to provide fuel and makeshifts for those families who recent-
ly returned home, until they were resettled in their native areas.
For all citizens of the country, the organs concerned have to take
preparations during harsh climate and other unprecedented inci-
dents, including natural disasters.

The international donors should keep their humanitarian aids
flow for the Afghans who are particularly suffered the recent chang-
es in political system.

Also, the country’s national businessmen should also be chari-
table and donating for the people, lowering the prices for them
and providing them with free basic essentials during the upcom-
ing cold weather.

We have hundreds of big and small private enterprises and busi-
ness companies in the country. Each of them can provide tens of
poor families with half of their needs met.

They should join hands to assist their countrymen and help them
spend the cold weather well.

The shopkeepers should also take in mind the peace of their
customers and make efforts to lower the prices for them as most of
them lacked work, residence and other accommodations.

Most Afghans lacking basic
essentials, as winter arrives L

ocal officials of the Her
at Information and Cul
ture Directorate say

more than 6,500 foreign tourists
have visited the country’s Qala-
e- Ikhtyaruddin Castle during the
past six months.

Qala-e- Ikhtyaruddin is one of
the famous and historical monu-
ments of Herat city and thousands
of domestic and foreign tourists
visit the castle every year. Ac-
cording to the Herat provincial di-
rector of information and culture,
tourism has been now normal and
hundreds of tourists visit Qala-e-
Ikhtyaruddin on daily basis.

“We have hosted 6,689 for-
eign tourists in Herat province
during the past six months,” said
Naeemul Haq Haqqani, provincial
director of information and cul-
ture for Herat.

He added that just 1,226 for-
eign tourists have visited the cas-
tle in one month in April.

Number of foreign tourists
visiting Herat’s Qala-e-

Ikhtyaruddin Castle increasing

“We have different categories
of tourists as domestic, school
students and foreign,” Haqqani
said, adding the number of foreign
tourists visiting historic places of
Herat has increased in the past six
months.

In 2004, the city of Herat was
inscribed on the UNESCO Tenta-
tive List for World Heritage Sites.
Over the past centuries, it has been
of strategic, commercial and cul-
tural significance to the wider re-
gion. The history of Herat has
been one of repeated destruction
and reconstruction. The city has
a lot to offer and attracts many
tourists who come to visit histor-
ic sites particularly Qala-e- Ikht-
yaruddin.

Captured by Alexander the
Great in 330 BC during his war
against the Achaemenids, the town
was developed, and a citadel was
was built. To this day, Qala-e-
Ikhtyaruddin remains one of the

oldest extant structures in the cen-
ter of Herat city, built on the site
of the ancient citadel.

The layout of battlements and
towers that survive is thought to
date from the early 14th century
AD, when the Karts re-built a for-
tress that had been destroyed by
the Mongols.

Situated at the northern edge
of the square-plan old city, the
citadel was during the 15th and
16th centuries AD the seat of the
Timurid rulers, and was part of
the architectural works undertak-
en by Shah Rukh, who commis-
sioned the tilework that can still
be seen on several towers. The
citadel underwent conservation in
the 1970s.

There’s also a museum in
Qala-e- Ikhtyaruddin, considered
as the second museum in the coun-
try, where nearly 3,000 ancient
artifacts are preserved. According
to, Abdul Jabar Nawrozi, director

of Herat Museum, the museum
has nearly 3,000 types of arti-
facts, most of which are displaced
in the exhibition.

According to cultural figures,
Alexander the Great was the first
one to separate the castle into two
parts. The second part consists
of many big halls with small and
big rooms. They also said that the
first original castle was built by a
girl with the name Shamshera, the
daughter of an Aryan king.

Herat is famous for its histor-
ic sites and architectural heritag-
es. Apart from its architectural
heritage, the city of Herat has long
been an important center for the
arts and sciences, with a rich tra-
dition of calligraphy and painting,
astronomy, mathematics and phi-
losophy. Among others whose
names are associated with the city
are Behzad, Jami and Ansari.

 Saida Ahmadi
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Officials of Kabul munici-
pality have informed of the ac-
celeration of construction and
renovation work on most roads
and squares in Kabul city. Ac-
cording to Kabul municipality,
construction work on the city’s
most roads and renovation
work on most squares of the
city have been started since
last year.   In an exclusive in-
terview with The Kabul Times
correspondent, Nimatullah
Barakzai, a spokesperson of
Kabul municipality, said lots of
work has been started on con-
struction and renovation of
roads and squares in Kabul
city since the Islamic Emirate
takeover.

“Construction project of
Nasaji – Bagrami road with
2,530m length has been recent-
ly completed with the total cost
of 28 million AFG funded by
Kabul municipality,” Barakzai
said, adding that the Kabul
municipality leading body and
personnel have made effort to
first construct and complete
the first line of the road which
is 1,250m long and 10.5m wide
and then the second line with
1,280m length and 10.5m width
in a standardized way.

Pointing to Qala-e-Zaman
Khan road, the Kabul munici-
pality spokesperson added the
main lines of Qala-e-Zaman
Khan road has been asphalted
and completed and work on
sub-lines of the road was un-
derway.

According to Barakzai,
Kabul municipality is making
its best to complete the 60m-
wide Qala-e-Zaman Khan road
starting from Banayee to Ah-
mad Shah Baba Mena with a

Construction work on most
Kabul roads due to complete

total 4,300m length in four main
and sub-lines including the
construction of the road’s side-
walks, streams, lights and oth-
ers.  Barakzai by pointing to the
work progress of the roads in
Kabul city said that construc-
tion projects of Sartapa Kart-
e-Naw’s road with a total length
of 290m and different widths,
connecting the road of Wazir
Mohammad Akbar Khan’s 15
Street to Shirpur’s 1st Street
with 391m length and 22.5m
width and a width of 22.5 have
been completed with a total
cost of 71 million AFG funded
by Kabul municipality.

The Kabul municipality

spokesperson added that con-
struction work on Amniyat
Township – Qala-e-Zaman
Khan road with a 730m length
and 30m width and Wazir Ak-
bar Khan – Qala-e-Musa and
Bibi Mahro road with a 1,084m
length and different widths
have been started by Kabul
municipality.

He also said that work on
asphalting the connecting
roads of Khushal Mena’s A
and B lines in PD 5 has been
started by the Kabul munici-
pality and would be soon com-
pleted, adding that the Kabul
municipality leading body and
personnel were making effort

to execute and complete all
projects with better quality.

The Kabul municipality
spokesperson has also in-
formed of that the construction
work on a sub-line of Kart-e-
Naw road starting from Seya
Sang – 1st Street of Kart-e-Naw
was underway and would
soon be completed with the
total cost of 22 million AFG
funded by Kabul municipality.

It is worth mentioning that
work on 20 projects is under-
way in Kabul city and the Kab-
ul municipality has assured of
completion of the projects be-
fore the cold season of the win-
ter.  Shukria Kohistani

Officials of the Afghani-
stan Ministry of Public Health
(MoPH) say Pakistan has as-
sured Afghanistan of cooper-
ating in the health sector. A
spokesperson of the ministry
of public health Sharafat Za-
man has told The Kabul Times
that Pakistan will cooperate
with Afghanistan in capacity
building of Afghan doctors
and medics.

According to the MoPH
spokesperson, acting minister
of public health of the Islamic
Emirate of Afghanistan IEA Qa-
landar Ebad in his recent visit
to Pakistan has met with the
country’s public health minis-
ter Abdul Qadir Patel to dis-
cuss the country’s cooperation
in Afghanistan in health sec-
tor.

“For the first time, the post-
graduate training program of
doctors ‘College of Physicians
and Surgeons Pakistan
(CPSP)’ will be opened in Kab-
ul and Memorandum of Under-
standing (MoU) will be soon
signed between the health min-
istries of the two countries,”

Pakistan to cooperate
with Afghanistan in
health sector, MoPH

Sharafat Zaman said, adding
that Pakistan would soon start
with training of 20 specialists
and increase the number in fu-
ture course.

He further said that Khy-
ber Medical University Pesha-
war, which had trained hun-
dreds of Afghan doctors,
would establish medical col-
lege campuses in Afghanistan
to help the country achieve
self-sufficiency in healthcare
services.

In his recent visit to Paki-
stan, acting minister of public
health Qalandar Ebad visited
Lahore University, and met the
university’s officials and aca-
demic figures who have as-
sured of their support and co-
operation in the capacity
building of Afghan doctors at
the Pakistan-supported Jinah
Hospital in Kabul.

Acting Minister of Public
Health and his accompanying
delegation also visited the Pa-
kistan Institute of Medical Sci-
ences during their visit to Pa-
kistan. Both sides discussed
and agreed that Afghan doc-

tors would be provided with the
opportunity to participate in
the institute’s postgraduate
courses each year.

Sharafat Zaman further
said that minister of public
health during his recent visit
to the neighboring country has
also met with the Director of
the National Polio Eradication
Emergency Operation Center,
Dr. Nik Wali Shah Momin,
chairman of the Polio Eradica-
tion Section of the Eastern
Mediterranean Regional Office
of the World Health Organiza-
tion, Hamid Al-Jaafari and
Michael Galloway, representa-
tive of the Bill Gates Founda-
tion in Islamabad, the capital
of Pakistan.

It is worth mentioning that
the Ministry of Public Health
of the Islamic Emirate (IEA) has
made continued efforts to
strengthen Afghanistan’s
health system as MoPH minis-
ter has visited neighboring and
regional countries to attract
their cooperation in the coun-
try’s health sector.

Samiullah Momand

Officials for Da Afghani-
stan Breshna Sherkat (DABS)
or the country’s main electrici-
ty supply company have in-
formed of collecting the com-
pany’s debts worth 1 billion
AFG from defaulters.

 According to the compa-
ny’s officials, so far 201 peo-
ple have come to pay their
debts; therefore, the company
has not sold the debtors’ prop-
erties.

Speaking to journalists in
a news conference on Monday,

DABS collects debts worth
over 1 billion Afgs

a spokesperson for the coun-
try’s electricity supply compa-
ny Hekmatullah Maiwandi said
the company has collected
554,595,498 AFG from its debt-
ors in the past two months,
adding that totally
1,129,69,3925 AFG has been
collected from the company’s
debtors.

Meanwhile, the DABS of-
ficials said that the load-shed-
ding of electricity would be in-
creased during the cold season
of winter due to some techni-

cal problems in importing elec-
tricity from Uzbekistan.

“The reason for the in-
crease in load-shedding of
electricity is due to technical
problems of importing electric-
ity from Uzbekistan, said Safi-
ullah Ahmadzai, the chief op-
erating officer of Da Afghani-
stan Breshna Sherkat.

 He added that after the Is-
lamic Emirate takeover in mid-
August 2021, the DABS
projects worth $450 million
have been stopped and nearly

1,459 acres of the company’s
land have been retaken. This
comes after Da Afghanistan
Breshna Sherkat has informed
of a mechanism for retaking the
company’s usurped lands in
the country.

According to the officials,
70 percent of the country’s re-
quired electricity is maintained
from Uzbekistan, Tajikistan and
Iran, while the remaining 30
percent is maintained from do-
mestic sources.

Saida Ahmadi

Meanwhile, the DABS officials said that the load-shedding of electricity would
be increased during the cold season of winter due to some technical problems in

importing electricity from Uzbekistan.

KABUL:  Work on up to 585
projects were underway in the
country’s northern province of
Badakhshan, a local official said
the other day.

“This year, work on 585
projects, which have been started
few weeks ago, are now under-
way in the province,

the Provincial Department of
Economy said in a statement add-
ing that 85 national and interna-

Work on 585 projects
underway in Badakhshan

tional organizations involved in
conducting the projects, have pro-
vided job opportunities to 2,509
people, including 763 women, in
585 projects in 7 different sectors.

The projects are expected to
be completed within 6 months of
the current year, according to the
statement.

The total cost of the projects
has been estimated 57 million Af-
ghanis, he added.

“344 projects have been car-
ried out by international organi-
zations and 241 projects by na-
tional organizations in this prov-
ince,” he said.

Dr. Shams Ali Shams, the re-
gional manager of the Agha Khan
Foundation in Badakhshan said
that the priorities of their foun-
dation are the launching of projects
in remote areas.

The Kabul Times
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Erdogan signals a Turkish
ground offensive in Syria, Iraq

Turkish President Recep
Tayyip Erdogan has signalled a
possible ground offensive in
northern Syria and Iraq after An-
kara’s forces launched cross-bor-
der air raids on what they said
were locations used by Kurdish
groups they blame for a bombing
in central Istanbul.

The escalating tensions have
prompted global concern, with
Russia and the United States urg-
ing Ankara on Monday to show
restraint.

Speaking to reporters on a
flight home from Qatar after at-
tending the opening of the World
Cup, Erdogan said Turkey’s on-
going military campaign in north-
ern Syria and northern Iraq “is not
limited to just an air operation”.

“Competent authorities, our
defence ministry and chief of staff
will together decide the level of

force that should be used by our
ground forces,” he said.

“We will make those who dis-
turb us on our territory pay.”

The Turkish operation –
dubbed Claw Sword – was
launched on Sunday, a week after
a bomb blast on Istanbul’s Istiklal
Avenue killed six people and
wounded 81.

Ankara blamed the outlawed
Kurdistan Workers Group (PKK)
and affiliated Syrian Kurdish
groups for the November 13 at-
tack, although the Kurdish fight-
ers have denied any involvement.

The Turkish defence ministry
said Claw Sword – which also in-
cluded land-fired weapons – killed
184 fighters and destroyed 89 tar-
gets including shelters, bunkers,
caves and tunnels.

The state-run Anadolu news
agency meanwhile reported rock-

et fire from Syrian territory, with
two people reported killed on
Monday when projectiles hit the
Turkish border district of Karka-
mis.

The US – which relied most-
ly on Kurdish militia forces to de-
feat the ISIL (ISIS) group in Syria
– called for a de-escalation.

“The United States express-
es its sincere condolences for the
loss of civilian life in Syria and
Turkey,” read a statement from
Ned Price, the spokesman for the
Department of State.

“We urge de-escalation in Syr-
ia to protect civilian life and sup-
port the common goal of defeat-
ing ISIS. We continue to oppose
any uncoordinated military action
in Iraq that violates Iraq’s sover-
eignty,” he said.

Russia also called on Turkey
to refrain from the use of “exces-

sive” military force.
Alexander Lavrentyev, Rus-

sian President Vladimir Putin’s
special envoy on Syria, told re-
porters that Turkey had not noti-
fied Moscow in advance about its
raids on its neighbours.

Speaking in the Kazakh capi-
tal, which is hosting a tripartite
meeting between Russia, Turkey
and Iran on Syria, Lavrentyev said
he hoped “to convince our Turk-
ish colleagues to refrain from re-
sorting to excessive use of force
on Syrian territory”.

“Russia has for months …
done everything possible to pre-
vent any large-scale ground oper-
ation,” he added.

Erdogan has threatened a new
large-scale military operation
against PKK-affiliated forces in
northern Syria for months, but
Russia, Iran and many Western
countries have warned against the
plans. Turkey has previously con-
ducted ground military operations
in Syria focused on areas just
across the border, and has cap-
tured vast swaths of territory.

The Turkish government be-
lieves a so-called “safe zone” along
the Syrian side of the border is
necessary to allow for the volun-
tary return of Syrian refugees it is
hosting, as well as stop groups
Ankara considers to be affiliates
of the PKK, such as the US-
backed Syrian Democratic Forces
(SDF), from attacking Turkey.

Aljazeera

India removes COVID-
era self-declaration

form ‘Air Suvidha’ for
inbound travelers

International travelers fly-
ing into India are no longer re-
quired to submit the COVID-
era self-declaration form ‘Air
Suvidha’ detailing vaccina-
tions and travel history.

The announcement was
made by India’s Ministry of
Civil Aviation, in a circular is-
sued on Monday, with the rule
going into effect on Tuesday.

“The present guidelines
are being revised in light of
sustained declining COVID-19
trajectory and significant ad-
vances being made in COVID-
19 vaccination coverage both
globally as well as in India,”
the government circular said.

As per the amended rules,
passengers showing symp-
toms of COVID-19 during trav-
el can be isolated, including
wearing a mask, and physical
segregation from other travel-
ers before being taken for med-
ical examination.

De-boarding at the destina-
tion requires social distancing,
as followed currently, while
thermal screening will also con-
tinue at various points of en-

try.
“All travelers should pref-

erably be fully vaccinated as
per the approved primary
schedule of vaccination
against COVID-19 in their
country,” the circular added.

The mandatory form was
introduced in August 2020 to
enable contact tracing.

Within 48 hours of the jour-
ney, anyone traveling to India
would have to supply vacci-
nation information, PCR test
results, their place of resi-
dence, travel history, and oth-
er important contact informa-
tion to facilitate a trace-and-
quarantine in case of contact
with a COVID-positive individ-
ual.

The move adds to various
degradations of COVID-19 pro-
tocols, further simplifying trav-
el into the South Asian coun-
try.

It comes as 64.5 percent of
the world’s population has
been fully vaccinated. India
currently has 6,209 reported
active COVID-19 cases.

Alarabiaya

Indonesia earthquake:
Many schoolchildren killed

in building collapses

Many of those killed and in-
jured in a major earthquake on the
Indonesian island of Java were
children who were at school when
it hit, rescuers say.

Aprizal Mulyadi, 14, said he
was trapped after "the room col-
lapsed and my legs were buried
under the rubble".

He said he was pulled to safe-
ty by his friend Zulfikar, who
then later died after himself be-
coming trapped.

Search teams are scrambling to
find survivors after more than 100
people died and thousands were
left homeless.

The 5.6 magnitude quake
struck a mountainous region on
Monday, causing landslides that
buried entire villages near the West
Java town of Cianjur.

Victims were crushed or
trapped after walls and roofs
caved in. "It all happened so fast,"
Aprizal told AFP news agency.

A representative of the Na-
tional Search and Rescue Agency
also confirmed that many of the
dead were young people.

"Most of the casualties are
children because at 1pm, they
were still at school," said Henri
Alfiandi.

The earthquake, which struck
at a shallow 10km depth, was fol-
lowed by dozens of aftershocks

which caused more damage to the
area where poorly built homes
quickly collapsed.

In the village of Cibereum, a
family was trying to retrieve the
body of their eldest son - a 28-
year-old man who had been
crushed to death when the other
levels of the home fell on him.

Rescuers struggled to sift the
rubble.

"We have to dig through the
concrete of the second floor that
crushed the victim. But we have
seen the body," a military official,
First Sergeant Payakun told the
BBC.

Authorities say at least 2,200
homes have been flattened and
more than 13,000 people evacu-
ated.

"My instruction is to priori-
tise evacuating victims that are
still trapped under rubble," he
said.

Authorities have deployed
hundreds of police and other res-
cuers to region to help the rescue
effort. Mr Jokowi also pledged
emergency resources and com-
pensation to affected communi-
ties. Indonesia's national disaster
response agency, the BNPB, ear-
lier on Tuesday said the number
of confirmed deaths had risen to
103 with 31 people missing.
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Rescue of boat with hundreds of
migrants underway: Greek coastguard

Greece’s coastguard on Tues-
day launched an operation to
rescue a fishing boat believed to
be carrying hundreds of migrants
southwest of Crete.

“The distress call said there
are 400-500 people on board,” a
coastguard spokeswoman told
AFP, adding that the operation
was hampered by near gale-force
winds.

“They can see the boat, it’s
adrift, there is a large number of
people on board,” she added.

The coastguard said it had
received the distress call shortly
after midnight on Monday. Two
nearby cargo ships, a tanker and
two Italian fishing boats were
lending assistance, it said.

Because of bolstered patrols

by the Greek coastguard and EU
border agency Frontex in the Ae-
gean Sea, migrant smugglers are
increasingly employing the long-
er and more perilous route south

of Crete, Greek officials say.
“Eighty percent of flows from

Turkey go straight to Italy,” Mi-
gration Minister Notis Mitarachi
told Skai TV last week.

China signs 27-year gas deal with
QatarEnergy to secure supply

QatarEnergy has signed a 27-
year deal to supply China’s Si-
nopec with liquefied natural gas
(LNG) in the longest such agree-
ment to date, as volatility drives
buyers to seek long-term supplies.

Since Russia’s invasion of
Ukraine in February, competition
for LNG has become intense, with
Europe, in particular, needing vast
amounts to help replace Russian
pipeline gas that used to make up
almost 40 percent of the conti-
nent’s imports.

European companies looking
to buy LNG needed to look at how
Asian buyers were approaching
their own negotiations and were
willing to lock into long-term deals,
QatarEnergy chief Saad al-Kaabi

told the Reuters news agency
shortly before signing the Sinopec
deal.

“Today is an important mile-
stone for the first sales and pur-
chase agreement (SPA) for North
Field East project, it is 4 million
tonnes for 27 years to Sinopec of
China,” al-Kaabi said.

“It signifies long-term deals
are here and important for both
seller and buyer,” he said in an
interview in Doha, adding that the
deal was the LNG sector’s largest
single sales and purchase agree-
ment on record.

The North Field is part of the
world’s biggest gas field that Qa-
tar shares with Iran, which calls
its share South Pars.

QatarEnergy earlier this year
signed five deals for North Field
East (NFE), the first and larger of
the two-phase North Field expan-
sion plan, which includes six LNG
trains that will ramp up Qatar’s
liquefaction capacity to 126 mil-
lion tonnes per year by 2027 from
77 million. It later signed contracts
with three partners for North
Field South (NFS), the second
phase of the expansion.

Monday’s deal, confirmed by
Sinopec, is the first supply deal
to be announced for NFE.

“This takes our relationship
to new heights as we have an SPA
that will last into the 2050s,” al-
Kaabi said.

“It sends a message that a lot
of Asian buyers are actually ap-
proaching us to have a long-term
deal because they see the volumes
of gas that are coming in the fu-
ture are less and less.”

Long-term supply
al-Kaabi said negotiations

with other buyers in China and
Europe who want to have supply
security were ongoing.

Qatar is already the world’s
top LNG exporter, and its North
Field expansion project will boost
that position and help guarantee
long-term supplies of gas to Eu-
rope as the continent seeks alter-
natives to Russian flows.

Aljazeera

KABUL: The country’s Central Bank – Da Afghanistan Bank (DAB) blamed the U.S. for trans-
ferring part of the country’s national assets to Switzerland and building an administration there,
injustice for the people of Afghanistan, a statement from the bank said the other day.

“Asset reservoirs of the country’s Central Bank is the property of the Afghans and is used for
strengthening of financial system of the country and facilitating business with the world,” said the
bank in the statement.

The statement doubted if there was a transparent and valid system and said all these are an
injustice to the people of Afghanistan.

The Kabul Times

Transferring Afghan currency to
foreign country not acceptable, DAB
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