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KABUL: Officials of the Is-
lamic Emirate of Afghanistan say
any political movement created
outside of the country is not in
the interests of Afghanistan and
its people.

“Any political movement or
parties being created outside of
the country are not in the interest
of Afghanistan,” said Zabihullah
Mujahid, spokesperson of the Is-
lamic Emirate.

Briefing related to achieve-
ments of his recent visit to

University entrance exam results
announced, Herat student tops the test

“My two years of hard work helped me accomplish this success,” Sulaiman the
top scorer believes.

KABUL: The Deputy Prime
Minister of the Islamic Emirate
of Afghanistan for Administrative
Affairs, Mawlavi Abdul Salam
Hanafi, in a meeting with the Ka-
zakh Special Representative for
Afghanistan assured of the IEA
efforts to allow no armed group’s
operation and activities in the
country, said a statement from his
office the other day.

“The Islamic Emirate of Af-
ghanistan never allows activities
of armed groups in any parts of
the country,” said the Deputy
Prime Minister, as quoted by the
statement.

In the meeting held here in
Kabul, the Kazakh Special Rep-
resentative for Afghanistan Talqat

IEA allows no vicious element in
any parts of Afghanistan, Deputy
PM Hanafi assures Kazakh envoy

Bik Mussadekov and his led dele-
gation talked about various issues
including girls’ education, ensur-
ing women rights and other is-
sues, the statement said.

The delegation also expressed
its concern over the possible
availability of subversive mili-
tants’ activities in some parts of
Afghanistan and asked the Islam-
ic Emirate to act against such ille-
gal armed groups who are threat-
ening security of Kirghizstan, ac-
cording to the statement.

The Kazakh delegation as-
sured cooperation in fighting ter-
rorism and drugs and said the
neighboring and regional countries
should hear the real voice of Af-
ghanistan, the statement quoted.

The delegation said Kazakh-
stan, in cooperation with the Is-
lamic Emirate, would provide
health services for women and
children in some parts of the coun-
try’s northern Badakhshan prov-
ince, the statement further said.

The Deputy Prime Minister
for administrative affairs assured
of the IEA efforts to not allow
any illegal armed groups in any
parts of the country as well as
fighting drugs.

“This is the policy of the Is-
lamic Emirate to help the region
and world get rid of drugs and that
the international community
should provide life alternative for
the Afghan farmers,” said Hanafi.

The Kabul TimesAny political movement created outside not in
interest of Afghanistan, Mujahid

Turkiye, Mujahid said during his
visit to Turkiye, he tried to ex-
plain the real situation of the coun-
try and provide information re-
garding the structure of the incum-
bent government.

He said talks were held with
leaders of the Islamic political
parties in Turkiye, influential per-
sonalities, Turkish and foreign
businesspersons, industrialists
and owners of big companies, add-
ing that they were told that Af-
ghanistan was secure and they

could invest without any hesita-
tion. He said during the visit to
Turkiye, talks were also held with
media representatives and they
were invited to visit Afghanistan
and observe the situation closely.

By pointing to maintaining
diplomatic relations with the
world countries including
Turkiye, Mujahid said that rela-
tionship of a number of countries
with the Islamic Emirate govern-
ment was formal and bilateral re-
lations between the IEA and re-

KANDAHAR: The remains
of 5 unidentified bodies have been
found in a grave in the country’s
southern province of Kandahar,
an official said the other day.

The bodies were found on Sat-
urday evening, in Daman district
of the province, Haji Zaid Kanda-
har governor’s spokesman told
media.

According to him, the people

Mass grave discovered in Kandahar
were buried here ten to fifteen
years ago, based on the bones left
in the grave.

“Many such graves have been
found after the takeover of Af-
ghanistan by the Islamic Emirate,”
he said quoting the area residents
of confirming several crimes to
have been committed in the dis-
trict in the past.

However, the bodies have not

been unidentified, Dr. Mohammad
Naeem Wardak, the head of the
Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan’s
embassy in Doha, said that this is
an example of the crime of the
previous government.

A mass grave containing the
bodies of twelve people has also
been found in Spin Boldak dis-
trict of the province.

The Kabul Times

KABUL: Afghan carpets will
be shown at the China Interna-
tional Import Expo, which is ex-
pected to be held on Friday.

The Union of Carpet Produc-
ers and Exporters said that four
booths are planned for Afghani-
stan and in three of them carpets
will be exhibited, the private Tolo-
news reported.

“Afghan companies will par-
ticipate in this exhibition and three
of these companies are showing
carpets,” said Mohammad Omar
Syori, deputy of the Union of
Carpet Producers and Exporters.

Dost Mohammad is a carpet
seller and said that the participa-
tion of Afghanistan traders in this
exhibition will have a positive
impact on carpet exports.

“One, our industry will pros-
per, two, the economy of carpet
sales will increase. If the econo-
my of our people increases, we
will be able to support several
families by selling one carpet,”
said Dost Mohammad, a carpet

Afghanistan carpets to be exhibited in China

seller.  A number of carpet export-
ers said that currently the exports
directly to European and Ameri-
can countries are facing problems.

“Since the change of govern-
ment and regime, we don’t have
direct foreign flights, there are no
exports, and there are some claims

on television that we have export-
ed carpets…,” said Den Moham-
mad, a carpet seller.

“If our carpets are exported
from Afghanistan and sent abroad,
it will have a positive impact on
our country economically,” said
Ahmad Khan, a carpet seller.

The Union of Carpet Produc-
ers and Exporters said that recent-
ly carpet weavers have been in-
creasing, especially female carpet
weavers, and the government
needs to facilitate opportunities
for selling carpets.

The Kabul Times

Following the defeat of the

Soviet Union, the Taliban Islam-

ic Movement arose from among

the people to rescue the nation,

IEA-MoFA rejects remarks by the Secretary of the Russian
National Security Council Mr. Nikolai Yatrushev attributing the
creation of the Islamic Movement of Taliban to the United States

that struggled for an Islamic sys-

tem in the country by ending feu-

dalism of the 90s & ensuing for-

eign occupation, & attained suc-

cess after a long legitimate strug-

gle.

IEA-MoFA considers discus-

sions on Afghanistan in the up-

coming meeting in Russia with-

out the presence of the repre-

sentatives of the Islamic Emir-

ate as incomplete.
Fortunately, Afghanistan

now has an independent, ac-
countable & legitimate govern-
ment that has managed to es-
tablish effective security, safe-
guarded borders & engaged pos-
itively with neighboring, region-
al & world countries in politi-
cal, economic & security mat-
ters.

 Therefore, the absence of
the Afghan government from
such meetings can have an ad-
verse affect on engagement.

KABUL: The Deputy Prime
Minister of the Islamic Emirate
of Afghanistan for Economic Af-
fairs, Mullah Abdul Ghani Bera-
dar visited Kamal Khan dam con-
struction process in the country’s
southern province of Nimruz, a
statement from his office said the
other day.

The Deputy Prime Minister
also met with the provincial rep-
resentatives and gave them the
necessary recommendations for
further improving the vital
project’s operations, according to
the statement.

“Deputy PM Mullah Beradar
praised the efforts of the authori-
ties for the initiatives and referred
to the Kamal Khan Dam as a cru-

Kamal Khan dam, an important
project, says Deputy PM Beradar

cial project,” said the statement.
Kamal Khan Dam is a hydro-

electric and irrigation dam project
on the Helmand River in Chahar
Burjak District of the province in

south-western of the country.
The hydroelectric plant pro-

duces 9mw of electric power in
addition to providing irrigation to
about 175,000 hectares (some

gional countries including Turkiye
were going ahead as a number of
countries maintained bilateral and
cordial ties with the IEA.

It is worth mentioning that
Zabihullah Mujahid, the IEA
spokesperson, paid a visit to
Turkiye 20 days ago to partici-
pate in a meeting of the Islamic
Ulema Union Conference and met
with the country’s officials and
businessmen and key figures of
some political parties.

Mohammad Daud

432,434 acres) of agricultural land.
According to evaluation, its

reservoir has the capacity to store
up to 52 million cubic meters of
fresh water. The Kabul Times

Deputy Prime Minister sends congratulatory
message on the occasion

K
ABUL: This year’s
university entrance
exam (locally known

as Kankor) results were an-
nounced Saturday by the Nation-
al Examination Authority at a cer-
emony in Kabul.

In the ceremony, Sulaiman 18,
a citizen of the country’s western
province of Herat was announced
to have won the highest grade,
scoring over 355 on the exam, tak-
ing first position and admitted to
the medical faculty of Herat Uni-
versity.

The Deputy Prime Minister
of the Islamic Emirate of Afghan-
istan for Political Affairs, Maw-
lavi Abdul Kabir, has sent a mes-
sage on the 1401 solar year’s suc-
cessfully held university entrance

exam and congratulated the win-
ners for their success in the pro-
cess. “Participants of tens of thou-
sands of students including boys
and girls in the university en-
trance exam and their enthusiasm
to knowledge, indicates that Af-
ghanistan is going ahead toward a
bright future and self-sufficiency,”
the message read.

The Deputy Prime Minister,
personally congratulated the top
winners of the exam, particularly
Sulaiman who topped the test.

Sulaiman received a warm
welcome at the Sultan Ghiyathud-
din Ghori high school in Herat,
from his teachers and his class-
mates.  He said that he put in two
years of diligent study to accom-
plish this success.

“My two years of hard work
helped me accomplish this suc-
cess,” Sulaiman the top score win-
ner believes.

“Through learning, I want to
make Afghanistan one of the lead-
ing countries in the world,” Su-
laiman told media.

“He would leave the house at
six in the morning to study, and
he would return at eight in the
evening, and he was also studying
at night,” Ghulam Jailani Rayan,
Sulaiman’s father told ToloNews.

Mohammad Shabir, a resident
of Kabul city, came in second
place with 355.328, and Hedayat-
ullah, a Herat resident, came in
third place with 354 marks, ac-
cording to head of the institute.
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“Hijab has direct link to morality of individu-
als in society.”

Food for thought
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The Islamic Emirate of Af-
ghanistan spokesperson Zabi-
hullah Mujahid, who has re-
cently visited Turkiye, in a
news conference in Kabul the
other day said that the Islamic
Emirate (IEA) wanted to have
good relations with all coun-
tries including Turkiye. Speak-
ing to journalists, Mujahid said
that he shared the message of
the IEA with the officials of the
Turkiye and other countries.

“We met with technical
teams in Istanbul about the
technical parts of governance
which are normal in the world,
so our government will be fa-
miliar with it,” Mujahid said,
adding that the IEA delegation
will soon have joint meetings
on customs-related issues,
banking and way of collection
of incomes.

He said that some organi-
zations have pledged to pay
visit to Afghanistan and coop-

IEA wants good & deep
diplomatic relations with world

erate with the country in vari-
ous fields.

According to the IEA
spokesperson, the IEA wants
to have and maintain further
diplomatic relations with
Turkiye and other countries of
the world.

 Mujahid further said that
diplomatic relations with the
countries could pay the way
for recognition of the Islamic
Emirate of Afghanistan.

The Islamic Emirate
spokesperson had traveled
from Kabul to Turkiye to attend
the gathering of the Union of
Scholars and Madrasas
(Ýttihad’ul Ulema).

During his visit to the
country, he met with a number
of political parties, political fig-
ures, representatives of aid or-
ganizations and writers and
scholars in Turkiye.

During his visit to Turkiye,
the IEA delegation led by Zabi-

hullah Mujahid has also met
with Turkish officials to dis-
cuss problems of Afghan refu-
gees and prevention from
forced deportation of Afghan
refugees.

Afghan political experts
believe that Turkiye is follow-
ing a far-regional foreign poli-
cy and can be a good mediator
to help the region in reduction
of challenges in the region.

From 2001 until the return
of the Islamic Emirate to power
in mid-August 2021, Turkiye
was present in the framework
of US-led NATO forces in Af-
ghanistan, but throughout this
period, Turkiye tried to prevent
Turkish forces from engaging
in active war against the Af-
ghan people.

During the last ten years,
Turkiye has established
schools in different parts and
cities of Afghanistan with the
expansion and development of

Turkish schools in the coun-
try to provide the Afghan stu-
dents with educational and
learning services.

 Besides, printing numer-
ous books in the country, cre-
ating cultural centers and li-
braries, etc., are other practical
activities of Turkiye in Afghan-
istan.

The friendly relations be-
tween Afghanistan and
Turkiye have a cultural and
civilizational background and
the strategic and effective co-
operation of the two countries
in economic, scientific, social
and educational fields is ex-
panding by passing each sin-
gle day.

Over the past few decades,
hundreds of thousands of Af-
ghan citizens have paid visits
to Turkiye as students, work-
ers and refugees have lived in
different cities of that country.

Zarabi

“Afghanistan is a place forgotten by God,” this is U.S. President
Joe Biden’s worst remarks about proud Afghanistan and its brave
nation.

U.S.’s Biden once again brazenly remarked about our country and
our nation saying this is a place forsaken by God, as one year ago, he
said they had not come to Afghanistan for a “nation building” pur-
pose.

In San Diego of the U.S., Biden, during his speech on Friday, said
that he had visited every part of Afghanistan and in his opinion, the
country was a God-forsaken place.

‘Many of you have gone to Afghanistan.’ I have been to every part
of it. This is a place forgotten by God.”

As media reported, nearly two years ago, the U.S. said Afghanistan
should have been described as a place of failure of the great powers
and that ‘it is not possible for the people of this country to unite.’

In response to Biden who has lost his wisdom and often shakes
hand with invisible persons, should be said that Afghanistan is the
territory of brave nation and heroes and has never been and would
never be forgotten by Allah the almighty, the real lord of the two worlds,
but you have lost your wisdom to see a real independent and free-
dom-loving nation and their territory God-forsaken.

Also, this is a clear fact that the U.S. is identified worldwide, partic-
ularly by the Afghan people that it had not come to Afghanistan for
nation-building but occupied the country for destruction, murder, caus-
ing discord among various tribes and strengthening corruption just for
seeking its own interests.

All knows how the situation of Afghanistan was before the U.S.
invasion and how is it now?

The U.S. and its allies, during their long occupation of the country
even did not support its Afghanistan-based puppet regimes; the two
rounds corrupt and scandalous so-called republics who looted the
country’s property and there was no one to take them accountable,
but the U.S. who encouraged them and fueled patricide and blood-
shed. The U.S. is correct that it had not come for a nation-building
purpose in Afghanistan, but had come for nation-subversion and de-
struction.

Also, the U.S. and its other western partners, after 20 years of
occupation, left Afghanistan facing harsh economic crisis, migration
and many other problems.

If they recognize Afghanistan under the Islamic system, this is not
only in the interest of our nation but also, in their own interest.

So, Afghanistan is not a country for Biden and Biden-like people to
give opinion. This country has its own possessors, supporters and
real owners and there is no need for others to give advice.

Afghanistan’s
misfortune is from U.S.

Mines
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Agricultural Researches
Department of the Ministry of
Agriculture, Irrigation and
Livestock (MAIL) held its 8th
Annual Reporting Workshop
with participation of deputy
minister of agriculture, Irriga-
tion and livestock Mawlavi
Sadr Azam, deputy minister of
agriculture for finance and ad-
ministrative affairs Mawlavi
Fazil Bari Fazli, deputy minis-
ter of agriculture for irrigation
and natural resources Mawlavi
Baz Mohammad Faizan, a num-
ber of directors of the ministry,

Increasing agricultural products
help boost economic development

university lecturers and stu-
dents in Kabul.

 Speaking to participants at
the workshop, deputy minister
of agriculture and livestock
Mawlavi Sadr Azam said agri-
cultural researches were need-
ed; therefore, agricultural ex-
perts, university lecturers and
researchers were asked to work
in this regard so that they
would have a developed agri-
culture in future.  Meanwhile,
deputy minister of agriculture,
irrigation and livestock for fi-
nance and administrative

Mawlavi Fazil Bari Fazli by
stressing on importance of ag-
ricultural researchers said the
country’s economic develop-
ment depended on agriculture,
but researches were needed for
development of agriculture in
the country.  General director
of agricultural researches of
the ministry Mawlavi Nasrat-
ullah Talha by briefing related
to the aim of holding the work-
shop said experts and re-
searchers were making effort to
further develop the country’s
agriculture and livestock by in-

troducing various agricultural
products, controlling diseases
and delivering better services.

The three-day workshop of
the ministry’s agricultural re-
searchers department was held
in Kabul to reflect the depart-
ment’s activities in practical
researches, livestock, animal
and plant diseases, introduc-
tion of various systems of irri-
gation and new varieties of
agricultural products and intro-
duction and promotion of new
systems and technology.

Shukria Kohistani

The office of the Deputy
Prime Minister for Economic Af-
fairs of the Islamic Emirate (IEA)
has informed that more than
14,000 beggars have been round-
ed up only from Kabul city. Ac-
cording to information of the of-
fice of the deputy prime minister,
9,154 beggars are women, while
1,228 of the beggars are men. The
office said that most of the beg-
gars were the professional beg-
gars, while a small number of them
were deemed as needy.

The office of the deputy prime
minister said that the beggars
would be biometrically registered,
adding that child beggars would
be provided with education, and
beggars who were unable to work
would be provided with an allow-
ance.

Thousands of beggars rounded
up from Kabul so far

The move has been welcomed
by Kabul residents and considered
it as good step and asked the Is-
lamic Emirate to expand the ini-
tiative to other big cities of the
country.

“I am feeling happy when I
see the beggars sitting beside roads
and streets are rounded up from
the city,” said Nasruddin, a resi-
dent of Kabul. He said that it was
difficult to compare those deemed
to be needy from those who were
professional beggars.

Saifuddin, another resident of
Kabul, says most of the street
beggars are professional robbers
as it is seen many times that beg-
gars rob or snatch mobile sets from
women on Kabul streets. He wel-
comed the initiative and asked for
continuation of rounding up beg-

gars in other parts of the country.
After rounding up thousands

of beggars from Kabul city, it is
difficult to find a single beggar on
streets and roads in the country.
Hope the move is expanded to
other cities of the country.

It is worth mentioning that
rounding up beggars from Kabul
city was started following the or-
der of the Supreme Leader of the
Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan
Mullah Hebatullah Akhundzada.
In a decree, the IEA supreme lead-
er instructed the deputy prime
minister to round up beggars in
Kabul city and with the help of
various organizations, provide
them with shelter and employ-
ment opportunities.

Mohammad Daud

Nangarhar Mamli Garden
Canal project worth 4.7 million
AFG has been completed. Ac-
cording to head of Nangarhar
River Zone Sayed Fazil Ahad
Hashimi told The Kabul Times
that Mamli Garden project fund-
ed by the United Nations De-
velopment Program (UNDP)
has been completed by Islamic
Relief Organization with close
coordination of the province’s
river zone department.

 Based on the project, 5 km
canal of the Mamli Garden has
been renovated and complet-
ed. Besides, construction of
700m protective wall, cleaning
of the canal with length of 5km
and construction of 14 small
bridges have been part of the
project.

With implementation of the
project, 5,000 acres of agricul-
tural fields are now irrigated
and more than 10,000 people
have been benefited.

 Besides, 1,400 people
have got opportunities to work
in the project.

Nangarhar Mamli Garden
Canal project completed

“Mamli Garden is in Nan-
garhar’s Khogyani district, lo-
cated 42 km far from Jalalabad
city. It was first built during
Shah Jahan almost 400 years
ago. Mamla was a daughter of
Shah Jahan,” Hashimi said,
adding that the garden has
changed to a tourist site as it
was reconstructed during Amir
Habibullah Khan.

Meanwhile, two irrigation
canals have been recently con-
structed with the total cost of
10 million afghani in eastern
Nangarhar province with fi-
nancial support of the United
Nations Development Program
(UNDP).

Local officials say thou-
sands of acres of land will be
irrigated after construction of
the two canals. According to
Agriculture and Livestock di-
rector Mawlavi Abdul Sattar
Mohammad the two canals
were constructed in Ghanikhel
and Moman Dara districts with
UNDP financial support.

Construction of the 800-

meter-long canal in Ghanikhel
consumed 5.5 million afghanis
and the project took three
months to complete. The ca-
nal had a 1250-meter long pro-
tective wall and three culverts
and nearly 500 people worked
in the project.

The official said the con-
struction of the Hazarnaw ca-
nal in Moman Dara district took
three months to complete. Ten
culverts were also construct-
ed as part of the 240 meters long
canal that consumed 4.3 million
afghanis. Beside construction
of the new canal, the old 2,100
meter canal was also de-silted.

As many as 500 people
were busy on work during the
construction of the canal that
would bring under irrigation
1250 acres of land.

Officials say efforts are be-
ing made to execute such
projects in order to prevent
drought and increase the level
of agricultural production in
Nangarhar.

Samiullah Momand

From P1

At the ceremony to an-
nounce the results of the exam,
Abdul Qader Khamosh, the
acting head of the National
Examination Authority, said
that students who received
high grades but were unsuc-
cessful in their selected fields
would be introduced to other
faculties that had space for
them.

According to him, if there
are any complaints, they will
be registered and addressed
duly.

Following are the remain-
ing top scores of the universi-
ty entrance exam results as

ToloNews the private TV chan-
nel reported:

Mohammad Zia, a resident
of Ghazni province, received
353.93 and was admitted to the
medical faculty of Kabul Uni-
versity of Medical Sciences
(Abu Ali Ibn Sina).

Mohammad Aziz, a resident
of Kunduz province, received
353.72 and was admitted to the
medical faculty of Kabul Uni-
versity of Medical Sciences
(Abu Ali Ibn Sina).

Mansour Baik, a resident of
Kabul province, received
353,497 and was admitted to the
medical faculty of Kabul Uni-

versity of Medical Sciences
(Abu Ali Ibn Sina).

Sayed Mohsen, a resident
of Balkh province, received
352.14 and was admitted to the
medical faculty of Balkh Med-
ical University.

Najibullah, a resident of
Bamyan province, received
352 and was admitted to the
medical faculty of Kabul Uni-
versity of Medical Sciences
(Abu Ali Ibn Sina).

Mustafa, a resident of Kab-
ul province, received 352 and
was admitted to the medical
faculty of Kabul University of
Medical Sciences (Abu Ali Ibn

Sina).
Mohammad Abdullah, a

resident of Kabul province re-
ceived 352 and was admitted
to the medical faculty of Kabul
University of Medical Scienc-
es (Abu Ali Ibn Sina).

The top 10 participants in
this year’s university entrance
exam do not include any female
candidates.

86,000 of a total of 140,000
boys and girls joined this
year’s university entrance exam
passed in the test.

Saida Ahmadi

University entrance
exam results...

PUL-E-KHUMRI; Two road
crashes have killed three com-
muters in northern Baghlan
and another in Faryab provinc-
es late on Friday, officials said
Saturday. “Three people were
killed and 17 others wounded,
after a passenger van skidded
of the road and plunged into a
ditch due to intense foggy
weather in Salang-e-Shamali
area of Baghlan province,” Safi-
ullah, a senior provincial traf-
fic official told media.

Hours later, elsewhere, in
Malkhan area of the province,
a corolla-type car’s collision
with a head-on trailer, claimed
one life and injured five oth-
ers, according to Qari Nazir
Abedi, head of the provincial
traffic department.

A man along with two of
his children also sustained crit-
ical injuries in a similar incident
at about 4:30 local time Friday,
in Shirin Tagab district of
northern Faryab province, eye-
witness said.

The wounded have been

Road crashes kill 4,
injure 25 in Baghlan

taken to the nearby health cen-
ter, according to the officials.

Reckless driving and poor-

ly built roads are mostly
blamed for being behind the
deadly accidents that often

claim the lives of travelers in
the mountainous country.

The Kabul Times
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UAE President

Sheikh Mohamed

bin Zayed to
attend COP27 in

Egypt
The United Arab Emirates’

President Sheikh Mohamed bin
Zayed Al Nahyan will attend the
COP27 UN climate conference in
Egypt, the official Emirates News
Agency WAM announced on Sun-
day.

The UN climate conference
will kick off on Sunday and will
run until November 18 in the
Egyptian coastal town of Sharm
el-Sheikh.

High-level experts, govern-
ment officials, heads of state and
key decision-makers from 190
countries will gather in the Red
Sea resort city to address threats
posed by climate change. The
meeting aims at seeking ways to
mitigate the increase in the global
average temperature to well be-
low 2 Degrees Celsius above pre-
industrial levels and to pursue ef-
forts to limit the temperature in-
crease to 1.5 Degrees Celsius
above pre-industrial levels.

More than 35,000 people, in-
cluding around 90 heads of state,
are expected to participate in the
conference.

The COP27 conference
comes at a time when taking ac-
tion has become absolutely nec-
essary.

A recent survey found that
concern about climate change
shrank across the world over the
past year, with less than half of
those questioned believing it
posed a serious threat to their
countries in the next 20 years.

Despite the shrinking con-
cern, the ecological bill of climate
change is growing globally.

Another study, conducted by
the Institute for Economics and
Peace in 228 countries and terri-
tories, found that 750 million peo-
ple globally are now impacted by
climate change, undernourish-
ment, and rising inflation rates
brought on by Russia’s war in
Ukraine which already had a huge
impact on global food security.
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US privately urging Ukraine to be
open to talks with Russia

The US is privately encour-
aging Ukraine to signal an open-
ness to negotiate with Russia, the
Washington Post reported, as the
State Department said Moscow
was escalating the war and did not
seriously wish to engage in peace
talks.

The newspaper cited un-
named sources as saying the re-
quest by American officials was
not aimed at pushing Ukraine to
the negotiating table, but a calcu-
lated attempt to ensure Kyiv
maintains the support of other
nations.

US and Ukrainian officials
acknowledged that Ukrainian Pres-
ident Volodymyr Zelenskyy’s ban
on talks with Russian President
Vladimir Putin had generated con-
cern in parts of Europe, Africa and
Latin America, where the war’s
effects on costs of food and fuel

are felt most sharply, the Post
said.

“Ukraine fatigue is a real thing
for some of our partners,” it quot-
ed an unnamed US official as say-
ing.

Zelenskyy signed a decree on
October 4 formally declaring the
prospect of any Ukrainian talks
with Putin “impossible” but leav-
ing the door open to talks with
Russia.

The White House National
Security Council had no immedi-
ate comment on the accuracy of
the report.

A State Department spokes-
person responded: “We’ve said it
before and will say it again: Ac-
tions speak louder than words. If
Russia is ready for negotiation, it
should stop its bombs and mis-
siles and withdraw its forces from
Ukraine.”

“The Kremlin continues to
escalate this war. The Kremlin has
demonstrated its unwillingness to
seriously engage in negotiations
since even before it launched its
full-scale invasion of Ukraine.”

The spokesperson also noted
remarks by Zelenskyy on Friday,
in which he said: “We are ready
for peace, for a fair and just peace,
the formula of which we have
voiced many times.”

In his nightly address to the
Ukrainian people on Friday, Ze-
lenskyy added: “The world
knows our position. This is re-
spect for the UN Charter, respect
for our territorial integrity, respect
for our people.”

US National Security Advisor
Jake Sullivan said during a visit to
Kyiv on Friday that Washington’s
support for Ukraine would remain
“unwavering and unflinching” af-

ter Tuesday’s midterm congres-
sional elections.

The US announced $400 mil-
lion worth of additional security
assistance for Ukraine, including
refurbishing T-72 tanks from the
Czech Republic and missiles for
HAWK air defenses that could be
used against Russian drones and
cruise missiles.

The new assistance brought
the amount of US military aid sent
to Kyiv to more than $18.2 bil-
lion since the invasion.

In the latest sign of Russia’s
retreat in one of the most bitterly
contested areas in Ukraine, Putin
publicly endorsed the evacuation
of civilians from parts of
Ukraine’s southern Kherson re-
gion on Friday.

This appeared to be the first
time Putin has endorsed the evac-
uations personally, although
Moscow has been ferrying peo-
ple out of an area it controls in
Kherson on the west bank of the
Dnipro River.

Last week Russia said the
evacuation zone would also in-
clude a 15-kilometers (10-mile)
buffer area on the east bank.

Kyiv says the measures have
included forced deportations of
civilians, a war crime, which Rus-
sia denies.
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Five killed in suicide bombing
at Somalia military camp

A suicide bomber has deto-
nated his explosives near a mili-
tary training camp in Somalia, kill-
ing at least five people and wound-
ing 11 others, according to the
state-run SONNA news agency.

The attack on Saturday at the
camp in the Somali capital, Mog-
adishu, was claimed by the al-Sha-
bab armed group and comes a
week after twin explosions in the
capital that left at least 116 dead.

SONNA said the attack hap-
pened at the camp’s entrance and
quoted Rageh as saying that So-
mali troops “thwarted the bomb-
er” from reaching his target.

Earlier on Saturday, Adan
Yare, another military official, told
the AFP news agency that the as-
sailant targeted the Xero Nacnac
training camp for army recruits.

“There were some casualties

inflicted on both civilians and the
new recruits,” he said, adding that
investigations were ongoing.

Witnesses reported seeing
several ambulances arrive at the
scene of the attack.

There was no official state-
ment from the government about
the attack.

Al-Shabab, an al-Qaeda-allied
armed group fighting in Somalia
for more than a decade, is seeking
to topple the country’s central
government and establish its own
rule based on a strict interpreta-
tion of Islamic law. Its fighters
were driven out of the Somali cap-
ital in 2011 by an African Union
force. But it still controls swathes
of Somalia’s countryside and has
stepped up attacks since Presi-
dent Hassan Sheikh Mohamud
took office in May and pledged

an “all-out war” against the group.
On Friday, the Somali minis-

try of information said the army
had killed more than 100 al-Sha-
bab fighters in an operation in cen-
tral Hirshabelle state.

Last Saturday, fighters carried
out twin car bombings targeting
the education ministry in the dead-
liest assault on the country in five
years. The attack took place at
the same junction where a truck
packed with explosives blew up
on October 14, 2017, killing 512
people and wounding more than
290, the deadliest attack in Soma-
lia.

In August, the group launched
a 30-hour gun and bomb attack on
the popular Hayat hotel in Mog-
adishu, killing 21 people and
wounding 117.

Aljazeera

Italy gives safe port to vulnerable
refugees on board Humanity 1

Italy has allowed a rescue ship
carrying 179 refugees and migrants
to enter a port in Sicily and begin
disembarking children and sick or
“vulnerable” people, according to
rescue workers and an Italian leg-
islator.

But the far-right government
of Prime Minister Giorgia Melo-
ni continued to refuse on Sunday
to respond to requests for safe har-
bour from three other ships car-
rying nearly 900 people and
stranded in nearby waters amid
rough weather.

The Humanity 1, run by Ger-
man charity SOS Humanity, said
it was told by Italian authorities
to come to the port of Catania to
land minors and people needing
medical attention, but challenged
the government’s move to distin-
guish “vulnerable” refugees and
migrants, saying all of the people
on board were rescued at sea and
that alone qualified them for a safe
harbour under international law.

Italy’s only Black legislator in
the lower chamber, Aboubakar

Soumahoro, met the Humanity 1
at the Catania port and decried the
government’s closure of ports to
non-governmental organisation
(NGO) ships as a “shame”.

“Right now, in the port of
Catania there is a selective disem-
barkation underway,” Soumahoro
said on Twitter. “Worn bodies of
castaways already exhausted by
cold, fatigue, trauma and torture
are considered objects by the gov-
ernment of Giorgia Meloni.”

Interior Minister Matteo Pi-
antedosi said on Friday that the
Humanity 1 would be allowed in
Italian waters only long enough
to disembark minors and people
in need of urgent medical care. The
measure was approved after Ger-
many and France each called on
Italy to grant a safe port to the
refugees and migrants, and indi-
cated they would receive some of
the asylum seekers so Italy would
not bear the burden alone.

No such provisions have been
offered to the other three ships.
The Norway-flagged Geo Bar-

ents, carrying 572 refugees and
migrants, and the German-run
Rise Above with 93, entered Ital-
ian waters east of Sicily this week-
end to seek protection from
storm-swollen seas, but without
receiving consent from Italy or a
response to repeated requests for
a safe port.

The Ocean Viking, operated
by the European charity SOS
Mediterranee, with 234 refugees
and migrants on board, remained
in international waters south of
the Strait of Messina. Its requests
for a port also went unanswered.

“We have been waiting for 10
days for a safe place to disembark
the 572 survivors,” said Juan
Mattias Gil, head of mission for
the Geo Barents, which is operat-
ed by Doctors without Borders.
Media adviser Candida Lobes told
Al Jazeera that water was being
rationed and food supplies were
also dwindling. Due to overcrowd-
ing, respiratory and skin infections
were also spreading, she said.
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FAIZABAD: At least three

Landslide claims 2 lives in
Badakhshan province

people have died in a landslide trig-

gered by the latest heavy rainfalls
in northern Badakhshan province,
Muezuddin Ahmadi, the provin-
cial information and culture direc-
tor confirmed Sunday.

“The landslide occurred in
Waro suburban vicinity of May-
may district of the province, kill-
ing two people and critically
wounding another,” Ahmadi told
media.

One body has been recovered
and another still missing, the offi-
cial said.

Torrential rainfalls causing
floods and hill-slides are blamed
for leaving heavy live and proper-
ty losses across the mountainous
country.

The Kabul Times

COP27: 'Watershed moment'
as UN climate summit begins
The UN's annual climate

change summit opens on Sunday
with hosts Egypt billing it as the
world's "watershed moment" on
climate action.

More than 120 world lead-
ers are heading to the Red Sea
resort of Sharm el-Sheikh.

About 30,000 people will at-
tend the two-week summit,
known as COP27, though some
activists are staying away over
concerns about Egypt's rights
record.

The past year has seen ex-
treme weather regularly linked to
climate change.

The summit will open with

welcome speeches from the UN's
new climate change chief, Simon
Stiell, and Egyptian Foreign Af-
fairs Minister and COP27 Presi-
dent-Designate Sameh Shoukry.

Mr Stiell was previously a
senior government official in
Grenada, the low-lying Caribbe-
an nation where climate change is
an existential threat.

Mr Shoukry said last week
that the conference would be "the
world's watershed moment on cli-
mate action".

There will also be key ad-
dresses from diplomats and sci-
entists including Hoesung Lee,
chair of the IPCC, the United

Nations body for assessing the
science related to climate change.

COP27 will really begin in
earnest on Monday with a World
Leaders' Summit, when heads of
state and government leaders de-
liver five-minute addresses out-
lining what they want from the
meeting.

PM Rishi Sunak is expected
to urge world leaders to move
"further and faster" in transition-
ing to renewable energy.

He will also tell leaders not
to "backslide" on commitments
made at last year's COP26 sum-
mit in Glasgow.
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