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MAZAR-I-SHARIF: A key
member of an armed burglar group
has been killed and four others
arrested in a clash with police in
Northern Province of Balkh, late
on Thursday, the provincial po-
lice spokesman, Asef Waziri said
Friday.

Known burglar killed, 4
arrested in Balkh

T
he office of the Dep
uty Prime Minister
for Economic Affairs

of the Islamic Emirate (IEA) has
informed that 17,262 beggars
have been rounded up only
from Kabul city. According to
information of the office of the
deputy prime minister for eco-
nomic affairs, 10,145 beggars
are women of whom only 3,908
were deemed to be deserving,

Over 17,000 beggars rounded
up in Kabul in few months

while the rest are professional
beggars.

Moreover, there are 1,577
of the beggars are men. After
the assessment, only 562 have
been deemed as deserving,
while the rest 1,015 have been
identified as professional beg-
gars. From among 17,262 beg-
gars, there are 5,540 children
of whom 2,230 are needy, while
3,250 are professional beggars.

The office of the deputy
prime minister for economic
affairs said that the beggars
would be biometrically regis-
tered, adding that child beg-
gars would be provided with
education, and beggars who
were unable to work would be
provided with an allowance.

It is worth mentioning that
rounding up beggars from
Kabul city has been started

following the order of the Su-
preme Leader of the Islamic
Emirate of Afghanistan (IEA)
Mullah Hebtullah Akhundza-
da. In a decree, the IEA su-
preme leader instructed the
deputy prime minister to round
up beggars in Kabul city and
with the help of various orga-
nizations, provide them with
shelter and employment oppor-
tunities. The Kabul Times

Officials of the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs of the Islamic
Emirate of Afghanistan say the
country’s acting minister of for-
eign affair Mawlavi Amir Khan
Muttaqi met with Pakistan
Charge d’Affaires to Kabul Ubaid
ul Rehman Nizamani.

According to deputy spokes-
person to the ministry of foreign

Mistreatment of Afghan refugees in
Pakistan unfair, provoking

affairs Hafiz Zia Ahmad Takal,
acting minister of foreign affairs
in his meeting with the Pakistani
Charge d’Affaires to Kabul has
termed mistreatment of Afghan
refugees as unfair, provoking and
harmful for the friendly relations
of the two countries.

Meanwhile, acting minister of
foreign affairs asked for address-

ing existing problems in issuing
Pakistan visas to Afghan nations,
providing facilities and prevent-
ing from delays and obstacles.

In the meeting, Pakistani
Charge d’Affaires to Kabul Ubaid
ul Rehman Nizamani pledged that
he would share the messages and
concerns of the Islamic Emirate
of Afghanistan to relevant author-

ities in Pakistan and assured of
addressing issues in issuing visas
for Afghan nations.

“Pakistan and Afghanistan are
two Muslim countries having
common religious, cultural and
economic sharings,” Nizamani
said, adding that the Pakistan gov-
ernment would not let anybody
disrupt relations between the two
countries.

This comes amid of increas-
ing incidents of mistreatment of
Afghan refugees in different cities
of Pakistan, especially in Sindh’s
Karachi city.

Previously, Afghanistan Min-
istry of Foreign Affairs (MoFA)
in a statement had condemned
mistreatment of Afghan refugees
in neighboring Pakistan, asking the
Pakistan authorities for preven-
tion of such incidents.

Based on reports, Pakistani
police has recently arrested hun-
dreds of Afghan refugees in vari-
ous cities of the country particu-
larly in Sindh’s Karachi city. Be-
sides, reports of mistreatment of
Afghan refugees have been also
published in recent days.

Samiullah Momand

KABUL: Afghanistan defeated Iran 1-0 in their first match of CAFA
U-14 Championship 2022 in Tajikistan on Friday.

Yaser Safi scored the only goal of the game in Hisor Central Stadium.
The 2022 CAFA U-14 Championship is the first edition of the

CAFA U-14 Championship which is organized by the Central Asia
Football Association (CAFA).

Afghanistan, Iran, Tajikistan, Uzbekistan and Turkmenistan – are
competing for the title in the seven-day round-robin event.

Afghanistan will next take on Turkmenistan on coming Monday.
The Kabul Times

Afghanistan defeat Iran 1-0
in CAFA U-14 Championship

KABUL: China’s perma-
nent representative to the Unit-
ed Nations Zhang Jun called
China Calls for firm Support for
Afghanistan’s stability, Ba-
khtar News Agency reported
the other day.

China calls for firm support to
Afghanistan’s stability, development

China’s representative also
called for the acceleration of the
process of investigation into
war crimes committed by for-
eign forces in the country dur-
ing the past two decades.

Zhang Jun on Friday, in the
UN General Assembly held on
Afghanistan situation, he
asked the international com-
munity to work for the stabili-
ty of Afghanistan and to sup-
port it, and to adopt a unified
and strong position regarding
the country.

The Chinese diplomat
urged the UN to step up efforts
on unfreezing the country’s
overseas assets and investi-
gating foreign troops’ criminal
acts in the country, calling for
an objective stance.

He asked the international
community to provide Af-
ghans with an opportunity to
determine their own future,
adding that humanitarian aid
should be precondition of po-
litical.  The Kabul Times

“A group of armed thieves
clashed with security forces in
PD5 of Mazar-i-Sharif city, the
capital of Balkh province, where
their known leader was killed and
four others arrested,” the spokes-
man told media.

Two vehicles and some weap-

ons, have also been seized from
them during the brief clash in the
province, said the statement.

This is the third armed group
of thieves who are killed or ar-
rested over the last one month in
the province.

The Kabul Times

Turkmenistan to extend
contract on electricity
export to Afghanistan
KABUL: Acting Minister of

Energy and Water in a meeting
with Turkmenistan Ambassador
discussed cooperation between
the two countries in energy sec-
tor, the ministry said in a state-
ment the other day. Mullah Ab-
dul Latif Mansour, Acting Minis-
ter of Energy and Water, during
the meeting with Hoja Ovezov,
Ambassador of Turkmenistan in
Kabul, discussed and exchanged
views on the cooperation between

the two countries, the continua-
tion and development of the im-
port electricity program from
Turkmenistan. In the meeting,
Turkmen ambassador assured his
country’s preparation to extend
the Afghanistan electricity import
contract and said that his coun-
try’s cooperation especially in
electricity projects in Khomab and
Qarqin districts of Jawzjan prov-
ince will be implemented.

The Kabul Times

HERAT: Chief of Herat PD5
has been killed in a road accident
in western province of Herat,
Mahmoud Shah Rassouli the pro-
vincial police spokesman con-
firmed on Friday. The incident
happened late on Saturday, after
a car carrying him overturned re-
sulted in his death in Pashton
Zarghoon district of the province,
the spokesman told media.

The reason behind the inci-
dent has been called reckless driv-
ing which often causes death and
injuries. The Kabul Times

Police official killed in Herat road crash

KABUL: Acting Interior
Minister of the Islamic Emirate
of Afghanistan, Khalifa Sirajuddin
Haqqani met with Jacky Martens,
Head of South Asia Bureau of
BBC and his colleagues.

During the meeting, the Act-
ing Minister of Interior welcomed
them and said that the BBC is an
important media outlet at the In-

Media outlets should be
impartial, MoI Haqqani

ternational level.
The interior minister also said:

“We want those International
media outlets to have a wide area
of coverage to be impartial espe-
cially about Afghanistan.”

Khalifa assured them of co-
operation and added that the Is-
lamic Emirate has achieved un-
precedented developments, but

unfortunately, the International
media has given a political color
to some non-political and internal
issues. At the end of the meeting,
Jacky Martens thanked the IEA
interior minister and said that Af-
ghanistan is important to them and
they will try to cover many areas
and developments of the country.

The Kabul Times

KABUL: The United Nation Assistance Mission for Afghanistan UNAMA head Otunbayeva met with regional countries ambassadors for
Afghanistan here in Kabul, the office said on its official Twitter account the day.

In the meeting, she asked the regional ambassadors in Kabul to bolster cooperation in Afghanistan.                                              “The region
plays an important role in trade, energy and delivering vital goods,” UNAMA head said adding more efforts needed from all to help Afghans live
in peace, with economic stability and education for all.

The Kabul Times

UNAMA head meets regional countries
ambassadors for Afghanistan
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“Hijab has direct link to morality of individu-
als in society.”

Food for thought
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The World Food Program
(WFP) says that the European
Union (EU) has contributed 50
million euros to improve the
living conditions of the peo-
ple of Afghanistan. The EU
said that they are committed to
supporting Afghan citizens
who are in need of help now
more than ever.

According to officials of
the World Food Program, Af-
ghans have experienced un-
precedented economic chal-
lenges and natural disasters,
such as earthquakes and
floods, in the past year. Based
on the latest assessment of the
WFP, nine out of 10 Afghan
families are unable to meet their
food needs.

“This is a time of urgent
need for Afghanistan. The peo-
ple reeling from the effects of
four decades of conflict, cli-
mate hazards, COVID-19 and

EU provides 50 million euro in
assistance to Afghanistan

the social-economic crisis that
have deprived people of their
jobs and livelihoods across the
country in the past year,” said
Raffaella Iodice, EU Charge
d’affaires to Afghanistan.

“People who previously
were able to put food on the
table are now struggling and
turning to humanitarian agen-
cies to help steady them in this
new reality. We are committed
to helping the Afghan popula-
tion, especially the most vul-
nerable. Our investment in
WFP’s resilience programming
is an investment that will have
long-lasting, positive effects
for local communities,” Iodice
added.

According to the WFP,
through WFP’s Food Assis-
tance for Assets (FFA) and
Food Assistance for Training
(FFT) programs, men and
women receive monthly food

rations or cash assistance
while they participate in com-
munity asset projects or in
skills training courses like fruit
and vegetable processing,
marketing and backyard gar-
dening.

Since the start of 2022, EU
funding has helped WFP reach
nearly 427,000 people across 27
out of 34 provinces with such
programs.

The WFP statistics show
with EU funding, 1.4 million
trees were planted, 720 km of
canal were constructed or re-
habilitated, and 11 km of flood
protection walls were built be-
tween January and July this
year.

“The Afghan people need
support in building productive
livelihoods more than ever,”
said Mary-Ellen McGroarty,
WFP Afghanistan Country Di-
rector. “We are extraordinary

thankful to the EU for this lat-
est contribution. It allows WFP
to continue our long-term live-
lihood and resilience work to
help families be better prepared
for and withstand environmen-
tal and man-made shocks.
With skills training, young
people and women, who are
often the only breadwinners of
their families, empowered and
have the means to support
themselves and their families.”

This comes as recent as-
sessments of the World Food
Program say a staggering 9 out
of 10 households cannot meet
their food needs, with those
headed by women particularly
vulnerable. The WFP has re-
cently announced that it needs
$1.1 billion to provide aids to
needy Afghan families during
the winter season.

Shukria Kohistani

T
his is not the first time that Afghan refugees are facing atroc
ity and brutality from Pakistani security forces; they have
experienced a sharp increase in hostility by Pakistani police,

after Tahrik-e-Taliban of Pakistan (TTP) attacked an army police
school in Peshawar in 2014.

Some 145 people, mostly the school children have been killed in
the deadly incident. However, the Pakistani security forces respond-
ed to the attack with strong repressive measures against the Islamic
movement even by introducing military courts to prosecute those be-
hind the fierce incident.

The measures were not only against the domestic suspects, but
also included registration and then repatriation of Afghans living in
Pakistan.

Despite the promise of the neighboring country’s authorities for no
official reprisals against the Afghans living in Pakistan, the hosting
country’s security forces punitive retribution including raids on Af-
ghan refugees’ settlements and resorted to the harassment, detention
and physical violence against the destitute  Afghan refugees.

Following the Pakistani forces crackdown on suspects, fearful Af-
ghans have been made to restrict their movements that led to eco-
nomic hardship and curtailing access to work and education. The
oppressive situation, finally caused thousands of Afghans return home.

According to the Human Rights Watch which has recently, inter-
viewed Afghan men and women in Pakistan, described ‘how the in-
creasingly hostile climate for Afghans in Pakistan had left them feeling
trapped’ as they due to fear of returning to Afghanistan, they have to
tolerate police of raiding their homes and workplace even arrest and
detention.

Once again, the Pakistani security forces resorted to the mass ar-
rest and detention of innocent Afghans, under the pretext of having
no legal migration permit.

Videos have gone viral on social media, suggesting tens of Afghan
refugees massively handcuffed and tightened one with another by
Pakistani police sending them to jails.

Pakistani security forces claim that they have combated terrorism
through their detention measures, but the neighboring country’s au-
thorities should realize that it is not possible to develop the plan by
arresting innocent refugees, most of them documented.

Allowing police reprisals of the innocent Afghan refugees is neither
lawful nor effective in combatting anti-government militancy.

The Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan (IEA) wants to the neighboring
Pakistan not to resort to the arrest and detention of the Afghans as the
move which is completely against neighborhood principles, will wid-
en gaps between the two countries.

Islamabad should remain respectful to the rights of refugees and as
a good and close neighbor, should cooperate with the Islamic Emirate
in providing a good ground for the voluntarily return of thousands of
Afghanistan to their country.

Pakistani forces mistreatment
of Afghan refugees against
neighborhood principles

“People who previously were able to put food on the table are now
struggling and turning to humanitarian agencies to help steady
them in this new reality. We are committed to helping the Afghan

population, especially the most vulnerable.

Climate Change
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 A number of Kabul resi-
dents by complaining of city
transportation say despite of
relevant organs’ continued
commitments to delivering
standard transportation ser-
vices in the city, no practical
work has been started in con-
nection with providing better
services to Kabul residents.
According to the residents of
Kabul, the people wait hours
in bus-stops for city buses.

They added that lack of city
buses has paved the way for
misuse of private sector as pri-
vate buses take advantage of
people’s obligation and charge
them double taxi-fare.

Urban traffic and transport
is a global problem, especially
in developing countries. Kab-
ul, the capital city of Afghani-
stan, is a city where urban traf-
fic and transport is the major

Kabul residents complain about high
taxi-fair, lack of public transport

problems for the lives of its in-
habitants.  Previously, Kabul
municipality had promised of
addressing the urban traffic
and transport problems, but
despite of increasing in num-
ber of city buses, the people
are still facing with problems
as they need to wait hours for
public transportation to take
them home.   Kabul municipal-
ity says it will soon increase
the number of city buses to
address urban traffic and trans-
port. In previous years, nearly
1,000 buses have been provid-
ed to Afghanistan, while 205
buses are currently operating
in Kabul and a number of prov-
inces.  One of the main causes
of transport problem is the lack
of public transport in the city.
Kabul residents who are al-
ways facing with lack of pub-
lic transport in morning and

evening hours are asking rele-
vant organs to address the
problems.

“I am not happy with cur-
rent urban traffic and transport
in Kabul city, but there’s still
hope of increasing city buses,”
said Zakia Sami, a resident of
Kabul. She asked Kabul munic-
ipality to increase the number
of city buses and control the
taxi-fare to address the prob-
lems of Kabul inhabitants.

She also asked the relevant
organs to work on a compre-
hensive system to make the
urban traffic and transport
standardized. She also asked
the people to pay attention to
maintenance of the city buses.

Rafi, another Kabul resi-
dent, told The Kabul Times
correspondent that increasing
in number of city buses could
address problems of the urban

traffic and transport in the city.
On the other side the govern-
ment revenue will also increase.

Meanwhile, He asked Kab-
ul municipality to do more in
reduction of taxi-fare and in-
creasing the number of city
buses, and so that they could
commute to the city without
wasting too much time.

It is worth mentioning that
Kabul is the only capital city
in the world that does not have
basic urban services such as
water and sewage systems,
gas and heat distribution and,
above all, public transport.
Kabul municipality is now
working to address the peo-
ple’s problems by increasing
the number of city buses. Be-
sides, the municipality is work-
ing to bring considerable
changes in all fields.

Saida Ahmadi

The British army paid
$165,332 in compensation af-
ter the deaths of 64 children in
Afghanistan, a new report
says. British forces have paid
compensation for the deaths of
64 children in Afghanistan, a
toll four times higher than the
16 child deaths publicly ac-
knowledged by the Ministry of
Defense, according to a new
report.

Action on Armed Violence
(AOAV), a United Kingdom-
based charity, found that the
British government paid, on
average, £1,656 ($1,894) in
compensation for each person
killed.

Between 2006-2014, “there
were 64 confirmed child victims
in Afghanistan where the Brit-
ish military paid compensation,
although the number of chil-
dren killed could be as high as
135”.

Additionally, AOAV found
that between April 2007 and
December 2012, there were 38
incidents involving the 64
child deaths.

The average age of a child
killed was six years old, and air
strikes were the most common

UK army killed 135 children
in Afghanistan between

2006-14: Report

cause of death listed. A spokes-
person for the British Ministry
of Defense responded to the
new report, saying: “Any ci-
vilian death during conflict is
a tragedy, more so when chil-
dren and family members are
involved.

“The UK Armed Forces
works hard to minimize that
risk, which regrettably can
never be entirely eliminated.”

“The majority of the 881 fa-
tality claims brought to the
ACO (Allied Commander Op-
erations) were rejected. Just
one-quarter of those received
any compensation.”

Iain Overton, executive di-
rector of Action on Armed Vio-
lence, said: “The number of
children killed following Brit-
ish military action in Helmand

should give pause for thought.
“War invariably leads to

death and modern war will al-
ways bring civilian casualties,
but not reporting on such
deaths – however much it
might be a source of regret and
horror to the soldiers involved
in the killings and however ac-
cidental such deaths were –
would be an omission of re-
sponsibility and an erosion of
truth.

 “This report hopes to give
some details to the often-for-
gotten children killed in war
and, in some way, to send a
warning to future Westminster
politicians who might consid-
er sending troops into battle,”
Overton said. Monitoring desk
Mohammad Daud

Climate change is devastat-
ing vulnerable populations
across the globe with those liv-
ing in conflict situations
across the Middle East and
wider world facing a “ticking
time bomb” if international ac-
tion is not taken, the director-
general of the International
Committee of the Red Cross
(ICRC) told Al Arabiya English
on the sidelines of COP 27.

Robert Mardini, the ICRC’s
director-general, said on
Wednesday the organization
is seeing the severe com-
pounding effects of growing
climate risks and armed conflict
from Afghanistan to Somalia,
Mali to Yemen, and Palestine
to Israel. He said when climate
change and conflict combine,
the consequences are disas-
trous and worsen an already
dire humanitarian situation.

“The clock is ticking, time
is of the essence,” said Mardi-
ni. “Without action, there will
be more devastation, more hu-
man suffering, and more acute
food shortages. Our work in
these places helps people cope
with the climate crisis.

“But humanitarian actors
cannot respond alone to the
multitude of challenges. With-
out decisive financial and po-
litical support to the most frag-
ile countries, the suffering will
only worsen.”

Climate change a ‘ticking
time bomb’ for people in

conflict zones: ICRC

COP27 - being staged in
Egypt - aims to tackle the glo-
bal burden of climate change.
However, Mardini said too lit-
tle is being done to protect the
countries that need the help
the most.

“If you look at what is hap-
pening up close at places al-
ready affected by conflict - this
is where the most pressing of
priorities should be. These are
the places that need more cli-
mate action and more climate
financing.”

Of the 25 countries most
vulnerable to climate change
and least ready to adapt and
“absorb the shock” of global
warming, the majority are also
experiencing armed conflict,
said Mardini.

In many of these locations,
people lack access to basic
healthcare. When climate
shocks occur in countries with
limited food, water and eco-
nomic resources, people’s
lives, health, and livelihoods
are threatened.

Somalia has suffered
through an erratic cycle of
droughts and floods in recent
years, exacerbating an already
dire humanitarian situation fur-
ther complicated by three de-
cades of armed conflict. Peo-
ple have limited time to adapt
because the shocks are so fre-
quent and severe.

Humanitarian organiza-
tions have also been respond-
ing to flooding in South Sudan
and across the Sahel; devas-
tating cyclones in Madagascar
and Mozambique; and severe
drought in the Horn of Africa.
The climate crisis worsens
health and humanitarian crises.

 “Decision-makers - those
who decide the allocation of
climate finance – consider it
too risky to invest in those
places. We invite them to re-
consider the risks of not in-
vesting. The human cost of
this will be disastrous if we do
not act.”

Mardini said the ICRC is
alarmed by the current reality
and projections for the future.
Its teams, he said, have seen
droughts, floods, insect
plagues and changing rainfall
patterns which can all jeopar-
dize food production and peo-
ple’s means of survival.

More extreme and power-
ful weather events such as cy-
clones are destroying essential
health infrastructure. Chang-
ing patterns of deadly diseas-
es such as malaria, dengue and
cholera are challenging hu-
manitarian responses. Conflict
and violence increase the need
for emergency health assis-
tance while also limiting the
capacity of health facilities.

Monitoring desk

AA 2881

Afghan Advertisement

The United Nations World Food Programme (WFP) is the world’s largest humanitarian agency, fighting hunger worldwide. WFP

has been present in Afghanistan since 1963 and curently maintains its Country Office at Dreshak Hotel/ Baron Compound  loated

on Hawashinasi Road.  WFP is planning to establish a creche/kindergarten in its Country Office for the childern of national

employees below age of seven.

Through this EOI WFP invites all  service providers with the verified administrative, technical, and financial capacity to provide

the Creche and Kindergarten Services to WFP office located at  Baron Compound, Kabul, Afghanistan.

Interested companies can request for registration form stating clearly the EoI number through below email address

afg.vendormgtprocurement@wfp.org  Eligibility to be short listed for tender purposes will be determined  as per below criteria.

 be a registered entity with the government of Afghanistan; (legally registered to do business).

 have at least 3 years of proven experience in creche/kindergarten services. Experience with iNGOs or UN agencies

would be an advantage.

 Have proven strong capacity, expertise and certified staff to look after multiple children under the age of seven.

 Financial standing as evidenced by submitting the last two years audited accounts or its

equivalent.                                                                                                .

 have a reputation for honesty and integrity in its area of operation.

 demonstrate existence of gender and protection related policies against sexual exploitation and abuse.

 Company accepts WFP’s payment terms.

 Registration form is fully completed and signed by company authorised official.

All supporting documents requested above shall be prepared and sent by email to afg.vendormgtprocurement@wfp.org. After

evaluation and short listing process, WFP will only inform eligible companies and organizations to submit their offers for

service provisions. Closing date for requesting & resubmitting the evaulation form is 22 November, 2022 23:00 hours local

time.

World Food Programme

EXPRESSION OF INTEREST (EOI) No. AFG22EOI006 for Kindergarten Services

Closing on 22 November 2022 at 23:00 hrs (Kabul Time)

Between 2006-2014, “there were 64

confirmed child victims in Afghanistan

where the British military paid compen-

sation, although the number of children

killed could be as high as 135”.
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Ukraine seeks naval drones to
counter Russian attacks from sea

Ukrainian President Volody-
myr Zelenskyy has backed a fund-
raising campaign to help Ukraine
build a naval drone fleet to pro-
tect cities against Russian missiles
launched from warships on the
Black Sea.

United24, an initiative Zelen-
skyy launched to raise charitable
donations following Russia’s in-
vasion in February, said Ukraine
needed 100 drones operating from
the sea, each of which costs 10
million hryvnias (around
$274,000).

The fundraising site said that
since the invasion began, Russian
has launched over 4,500 missiles
into Ukraine and “every fifth
strike came from the sea”.

“We must defend the waters
of our seas and peaceful cities from
Russian missiles launched from
ships,” Zelenskyy wrote on the
Telegram messaging app on Fri-
day.

“Naval drones will also help
unblock the corridor for civilian
ships transporting grain for the
world,” he said.

Since launching its full-scale
invasion of Ukraine, Russia has
carried out missile strikes from
ships in the Black Sea and from
Crimea, the peninsula Moscow
seized from Ukraine in 2014 and
which is home to the Russian na-
vy’s Black Sea Fleet.

Russia has also used aerial
drones, including Iranian-made so-
called “kamikaze” models, to at-
tack Kyiv and key infrastructure
across the country.

Russia started blockading
Ukraine’s Black Sea ports soon

after the February invasion, in-
cluding blocking the vital interna-
tional export of grain. Three
Ukrainian ports were unblocked
under a deal brokered with Russia
in July by the United Nations and
Turkey to help ease a global food
crisis.

Russia later suspended its
participation in the grain deal af-
ter what it said was a Ukrainian
attack on three of its Black Sea
Fleet vessels late last month from
a combined force of aerial and na-
val drones. Moscow later returned
to the deal, which is due to expire
next week.

“I am sure that millions of
people will support this impor-
tant area of Ukraine’s defence,”
Zelenskyy wrote of the naval
drone fundraising campaign.

Ukraine has not confirmed or
denied it was behind the October
air and sea drone attack on the
Russian fleet, which a statement
posted on the United24 website
said was the first such strike in
the months-long conflict carried
out exclusively by unmanned de-
vices.

“Russia has lost its once-un-
deniable advantage on the water,”
the statement on United24 said.

In July, Zelenskyy launched
an “Army of Drones” appeal for
private cash to buy a fleet of mil-
itary-grade aerial drones from
countries around the world for use
in the war against Russia.

Aljazeera

Four wounded
in shooting

near Canada
college

A shooting that sent four peo-
ple to hospital and another gun-
related incident forced thousands
of students at two Montreal area
colleges to go into lockdown on
Friday.

Four people who had been
shot sought refuge at the college
and were later taken to hospital
with non-life-threatening injuries.

The college, which is attend-
ed by nearly 10,000 students and
faculty, remained locked down
into the evening as police swarmed
the area in search of the shooter.

Mayor Stephane Boyer
tweeted that a police operation
was “underway”, while television
footage showed parents of stu-
dents crowding the roads around
the college after they rushed to
the scene.

Earlier, a 19-year-old man
wearing a bulletproof vest was
arrested at a junior college 40 ki-
lometers (25 miles) south of Mon-
treal and charged with allegedly
uttering threats.

Students and staff at the
Cegep Saint-Jean-sur-Richelieu
told local media they were ordered
to barricade themselves in class-
rooms and turn off the lights for
most of the day, while a police
operation unfolded outside.

“At the beginning we were
very scared,” student Alejandra
Montequin told Canadian broad-
caster Global News. “It was very
tense, people were talking to their
parents.”

Quebec Public Security Min-
ister Francois Bonnardel said in a
Twitter post that the students in
Saint-Jean-sur-Richelieu had “ex-
perienced a difficult situation to-
day.” “I’m relieved at the turn of
events,” he said, adding that he
would wait for the results of the
police investigation “to fully un-
derstand what happened.”

Alarabiya

Saudi Arabia progresses with its 2030
climate action plan: Energy Minister

Saudi Arabia on Friday un-
veiled its progress on its Saudi
Green Initiative (SGI) under
which the Kingdom plans to plant
more than 600 million trees, pro-
tect 30 percent of the country’s
land and sea from climate change
and build the world’s green hy-
drogen plant.

Energy Minister Prince Abdu-
laziz bin Salman discussed the
updates at the country’s SGI fo-
rum on the sidelines of COP27 in
Sharm el-Sheikh, Egypt.

Inaugurated in October 2021
by Crown Prince Mohammed bin
Salman, SGI is a roadmap for Sau-
di Arabia’s climate action, paving

the way for the Kingdom’s plan
to reach net zero emissions by
2060.

Over the past year, Saudi Ara-
bia has accelerated the pace of its
climate action.

Saudi Arabia has revealed up-
dates on its three Saudi Green Ini-
tiative (SGI) targets on the first
day of the Saudi Green Initiative
(SGI) Forum– held in Sharm el-
Sheikh in tandem with COP27.
(Supplied)

The Kingdom has increased
the number of trees its will plant
to more than 150 million from the
initial goal of 450 million by 2030,
state news agency SPA reported

Saturday.
The country’s pledge to re-

duce emissions by 278 mtpa by
2030 through the Circular Carbon
Economy (CCE) approach is also
on track, the forum heard.

In line with the Kingdom’s
ambition to achieve 50 percent
power generation capacity from
renewables by 2030, 13 new re-
newable energy projects with a
total capacity of 11.4GW, at an
estimated investment value of
US$ 9 billion (SAR 34 billion),
are under development.

The projects, once operation-
al, are set to reduce around 20
million tons of CO2e per year.

Supporting delivery of the
SGI emissions reduction target
and the Kingdom’s ambition to
become the world’s foremost low-
cost producer and exporter of
clean hydrogen, the world’s larg-
est green hydrogen plant is under
construction and set to start pro-
ducing up to 600 tons per day in
2026. Alarabiya

Cruise ship with 800 Covid
cases docks in Sydney

A holiday cruise ship carry-
ing about 800 passengers with
Covid-19 has docked in Sydney,
Australia.

The Majestic Princess cruise
ship arrived at Circular Quay, hav-
ing sailed from New Zealand.

About 4,600 passengers and
crew were aboard the ship when
it docked - meaning around one in
five had Covid.

The outbreak is reminiscent of
the Ruby Princess cruise ship
Covid outbreak of early 2020,
where at least 900 people tested

positive and 28 died.
Marguerite Fitzgerald, the

president of cruise operator Car-
nival Australia, said a large num-
ber of cases started to be detected
about halfway through the 12-day
voyage.

All cases were either asymp-
tomatic or mildly symptomatic,
she said.

Staff would be assisting all
guests who have tested positive
"with accessing private transport
and accommodation to complete
their isolation period", she said.

The ship will soon depart for
Melbourne.

Asked about comparisons be-
tween the Majestic Princess and
the Ruby Princess - which also
belongs to the same operator - Ms
Fitzgerald said: "Since then, we
as a community have learnt a lot,
a lot more about Covid."

The outbreak comes as Covid
cases rise across Australia.

In New South Wales, 19,800
new cases were detected in the
seven days to Friday.

BBC

CO2 pollution from fossil fuels
to hit all-time high this year

Carbon dioxide emissions
from fossil fuels, the main driver
of climate change, are on track to
rise one percent in 2022 to reach
an all-time high, according to sci-
entists.

The Global Carbon Budget
report, released on Friday during
the United Nations COP27 cli-
mate summit, laid bare the gap
between the promises govern-
ments, companies and investors
have made to cut planet-warming
emissions in future years, and
their actions.

Emissions from oil, fuelled by
the rebound in aviation after the
COVID-19 pandemic, will prob-
ably rise more than two percent
compared with last year, while

emissions from coal – thought by
some to have peaked in 2014 –
will hit a new record.

“Oil is more driven by the re-
covery from COVID, and coal and
gas are more driven by events in
Ukraine,” Glen Peters, research
director at CICERO climate re-
search institute in Norway, told
the AFP news agency.

Global CO2 emissions from
all sources, including deforesta-
tion, will reach 40.6 billion tonnes,
just below the record level in 2019,
the report by more than 100 sci-
entists showed. About 90 percent
of that is the result of burning fossil
fuels.

The data suggests the rise is

consistent with underlying trends
and deeply worrying, said Peters,
a co-author of the study.

“Emissions are now five per-
cent above what they were when
the Paris Agreement was signed”
in 2015, he noted.

The new figures show just
how dauntingly hard it will be to
reduce emissions fast enough to
meet the Paris goal of capping glo-
bal warming at 1.5 degrees Cel-
sius (34.7 degrees Fahrenheit)
above preindustrial levels.

Heating beyond that thresh-
old, scientists warn, risks trigger-
ing dangerous tipping points in
the climate system.

BBC

Iran charges 11 people over the killing

of Basij paramilitary member
Iran has indicted 11 people

over the murder of a Basij para-
military force member during a
ceremony last week in honor of a
slain protester, a judiciary official
said Saturday. The incident hap-
pened on November 3 in Karaj,
capital of Alborz province, when
mourners were paying tribute to
Hadis Najafi at the cemetery to
mark 40 days after she was killed
in the city.

Her death on September 21
came five days into nationwide
protests that erupted after the
death in police custody of Mahsa
Amini, following her arrest for an
alleged breach of Iran's hijab dress
rules for women.

Eleven people, including a
woman, had been summoned and
charged over the killing of Basij
member Ruhollah Ajamian, said
Alborz province’s judiciary chief
Hossein Fazeli Harikandi.

The indictments followed an
investigation launched after imag-
es posted on social media net-
works showed “a group of rioters
assaulting and killing” Ajamian,
the judiciary’s Mizan Online
website quoted him as saying.

“Rioters attacked this securi-
ty officer, who was unarmed,
stripped him naked, stabbed him
with knives, beat him with brass
knuckles, stones, and kicks, and
then dragged his naked and half-

dead body on the asphalt street
and between cars in a horrific man-
ner,” Harikandi added.

Some face charges of “corrup-
tion on earth,” one of the most
serious offences under Iranian law
which is punishable by death.

They are also accused of seri-
ous disturbance of public order
leading to murder, gathering with
the intention to commit crimes
against the country's security, and
propaganda against the state.

Amini, 22, died on Septem-
ber 16 in the custody of the mo-
rality police three days after fall-
ing into a coma, sparking street
violence across the Islamic repub-
lic.

Erdogan says Republican Senate control
would help Turkey’s F-16 buy: Media

Turkey’s effort to complete
its purchase of F-16 jets would
be “much easier” if Republicans
end up controlling the US Senate,
President Recep Tayyip Erdogan
was quoted by Turkish media as
saying on Saturday.

NATO member Turkey re-
quested in October to buy 40
Lockheed Martin Corp F-16 fight-
ers and nearly 80 modernization
kits for its existing warplanes, and
technical talks continue between
the two sides.

US Congress would need to
approve any final sale, present-
ing a hurdle for Ankara given the
nations’ sometimes strained dip-

lomatic ties and skepticism among
some US lawmakers.

“My hope is that the next
month is filled with some good
news and we progress in a very
positive direction on the F-16 is-
sue,” state-run Anadolu and other
media quoted Erdogan as telling
reporters on a flight from Uzbeki-
stan.

“If the Republicans claim the
few seats they need in Senate,
things will be much easier for us.”

Incumbent Democrat Mark
Kelly’s Friday win in Arizona left
Democrats one seat short in the
battle for control of the US Sen-
ate after Tuesday’s elections, with

two more races to be decided.
While the F-16 purchase has

critics and supporters in both par-
ties, Bob Menendez, Democratic
chair of the Senate Foreign Rela-
tions Committee, could stand in
the way given his repeated criti-
cism of Turkey’s human rights
record under Erdogan.

Erdogan said in September
that he had received “positive”
feedback from two US senators
he met in New York on their po-
tential support for the F-16 sale.
Erdogan’s spokesperson said re-
cently the purchase could be com-
plete by early next year.

Aljazeera
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