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KABUL: The historic palace
of Sultan Mahmood Ghaznavi in
Lashkargah city, the capital of
Helmand province, has been re-
covered from usurpers, the pro-
vincial Information and Culture
Directorate said in a statement the
other day.

The palace has been recovered
through joint efforts of the pro-
vincial government, the provincial
police chief, the provincial Infor-
mation and Culture Directorate
and Lashkargah municipality, ac-

Sultan Mahmood Ghaznavi Palace
recovered from usurpers in Helmand

cording to the statement.
Head of the provincial histor-

ical monuments of Helmand,
Mawlavi Hamdullah Mudassar
said that the ancient area has been
usurped by powerful men for
years.

“We shared the issue of re-
storing the historical palace with
the Ministry of Information and
Culture and they assured that
they will discuss the issue with
the international institutions to
reach a positive conclusion soon”

he said.
Mudassar assured that the

process of cleaning the historical
sites from the usurpers was on-
going and they will retake the his-
torical areas in districts and Lash-
kargah city from the powerful in-
dividuals to be restored and re-
paired.  Helmand is one of the
provinces of the country, with a
lot of historical sites most of them
have been recently recovered from
powerful men.

The Kabul Times

KABUL: The country’s first
pine nuts shipment has been ex-
ported through Lapis Lazuli
Route to the European countries,
Ministry of Commerce and Indus-
try (MoCI) said the other day.

“The first huge shipment of
up to 12 tons of pine nuts worth
400,000 U.S. dollars with stan-
dard packaging has been exported
from Herat to Germany,” the min-
istry wrote on its official Twitter
account.

Afghanistan can transfer its
materials and goods in transit to
Europe through Lapis Lazuli route
from Tour Ghandi in Herat and
Aqeena in Faryab provinces.

The road was opened by
transporting export goods via sev-
eral trucks in Herat in 2018.

First Afghan pine nuts shipment
exported to Europe, ministry

The lapis lazuli route starts from Afghanistan, reaches Turkmeni-
stan, and then continues from Azerbaijan, Georgia, and then reaches to
Turkey and Europe. The Kabul Times

KABUL: Spokesman of the
Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan,
Zabihullah Mujahid during his vis-
it to Turkiye told the conference
of scholars that if the world does
not recognize the Islamic Emirate
of Afghanistan, it is their prob-
lem, but called on the Islamic coun-
tries to support the current Islam-
ic system.

“World governments are influ-
enced by international policies.
They cannot decide independent-
ly, we and you cannot ignore it,
some countries have some decen-
cy, some governments have prob-
lems, but Muslim nations have no
problem, Muslim nations can
support their Afghan brothers as
a nation, as an awareness and as a
human force,” said Zabihullah
Mujahid.

In the conference, religious
scholars from a number of Islamic
countries announced their sup-
port to the Afghans.

Shaikh Tabatabai, referring to
the sovereignty of the Islamic
Emirate, said that no one was
harmed and by announcing its
amnesty. “The Islamic Emirate of

Beside Turkiye other countries can
invest in Afghanistan, IEA spokesman

Afghanistan renewed the memo-
ry of the conquest of Makkah,
while capturing Kabul and other
cities even a single glass was not
broken. This was the biggest or-
derly conquest and civilized move-
ment in modern human history,”
He said.

Meanwhile, Abdul Wahab
Akanji, one of the religious schol-
ars of Turkiye, said that he does
not stand shoulder to shoulder
with Afghans, but considers them
part of them.

“We are standing by you, but
we consider you a part of us. You

are a clear example of sacrifice and
freedom in the whole world, Akan-
ji said adding now is the time to
foil the plots of the enemies,
strengthen the Islamic system and
provide services to the Afghan
nation in return for their efforts,”
he advised. In the conference, in-
vestment in Afghanistan was also
discussed and spokesman of the
Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan
Zabihullah Mujahid, asked
Turkiye and other Islamic coun-
tries that besides Turkiye, others
can also invest in Afghanistan.

The Kabul Times

On October 25, Uzbekistan
delegation from among the repre-
sentatives of the Ministry of
Transport, the Uzaviation Agen-
cy, the State Unitary Enterprise
“Uzaeronavigatsia” Centre,
Uzbekistan Airports JSC, Centre
of Hydro meteorological Service
arrived in Afghanistan to attend a
ceremony dedicated to the com-
pletion of the process of provid-
ing technical assistance to restore
Mazar-i-Sharif International Air-
port named after Mawlana Jala-
luddin Balkhi. It is known that
Uzbekistan makes a huge contri-
bution to the restoration of the
economy, and the formation of the
transport and energy infrastruc-
ture of neighboring Afghanistan.
Both countries are promoting sev-
eral initiatives aimed at further

The Mazar-i-Sharif International Airport
is restored with Uzbekistan’s support

developing mutual trade and eco-
nomic relations and implementing
promising projects.

Another notable example of
such initiatives is the technical
assistance provided for the re-
opening of the Mazar-i-Sharif In-
ternational Airport. As is known,
on behalf of the President of
Uzbekistan, last year the techni-
cal condition of this airport was
studied by an interdepartmental
commission consisting of repre-
sentatives of the Ministry of
Transport, the Uzaviation Agen-
cy, the State Unitary Enterprise
“Uzaeronavigatsia” Centre,
Uzbekistan Airports JSC, the
Centre of Hydro meteorological
Service of the Republic of Uzbeki-
stan and the necessary practical
measures have been taken.

At the conference, held in
Mazar-i-Sharif, Afghanistan’s
Balkh province, it was noted that
the project to provide technical
support for servicing the airport’s
activities was implemented in stag-
es, and in a short time, the airport
began to serve four domestic and
one international flight per week.

During the solemn event, held
at a high organizational level, the
UzA team also got acquainted
with the potential and conditions
created at the airport, as well as
the quality of passenger service.
It should be noted that over the
past period, large-scale activity
was carried out by relevant min-
istries and agencies of the coun-
try. In particular, the provision of
air traffic services and radio tech-
nical flight support has been
achieved. In terms of maintenance,
the runway, aircraft turn lanes,
and parking markings have been
completely updated. In addition,
the National Electric Grid of
Uzbekistan JSC brought the elec-
trical and lighting supply of the
territory to the level of modern
requirements.

Representatives of the Afghan
side noted that this initiative,
based on strengthening fraternal
ties, is perceived as a logical con-
tinuation of Uzbekistan’s efforts
to strengthen friendly and mutu-
ally beneficial relations with neigh-
boring countries.

See P3

KABUL: The cabinet meet-
ing of the Islamic Emirate was held
with Prime Minister Mullah Mo-
hammad Hassan Akhund on the
chair, a statement from Arg said
the other day.

The meeting resolved that the
appointed committee should care-
fully review the joint counter drug
procedure and after clarifying their
Sharia aspects, a report should be
submitted to the Prime Minister
office.

A delegation led by Deputy
Prime Minister on administrative
affairs Mawlavi Abdul Salam Ha-
nafi, included high-ranking offi-
cials of the Ministries of National
Defense, Finance, Interior and the
General Directorate of Adminis-
trative office, was assigned to re-
view the activities of the state-
owned slaughterhouse and the
procurement of meat for the de-
fense and security organs and
share their report to the prime
minister, according to the state-
ment.

The Economic Commission
has been said to review the issues
of establishing a fund to support
the growth of private sector, the
proposed plan to provide facili-
ties during the export process, and
the procedure for the production
of tomato paste and tomato plant-
ing by the Ministry of Commerce
and Industry and to submit the
report to next cabinet meeting for
further discussion.

In the cabinet a committee
under the chairmanship of Shaikh
Al-Hadith Noorul Haq Anwar

Cabinet meeting to
review drugs trafficking

General Director of the Adminis-
trative office was assigned to re-
view the loans of all canceled de-
partments in detail, as well as the

report of the Ministry of Mines
and Petroleum regarding the Amu
Darya oil field and its demand re-
garding re-contracting of the area

has been confirmed and that the
ministry has to take the necessary
measures in this regard.

The Kabul Times

KABUL: At least six

people  charged with differ-

ent criminal activities have

been arrested by the police

in PD 21, Kabul police

spokesman said Tuesday.

Khalid Zadran Kabul po-

lice spokesperson confirmed

the arrest and said that the

arrestees have been in-

volved in various criminal

activities and that police

based on a tip off, launched

search operation in the Kab-

ul city’s PD 21.

The detainees have con-

fessed to their crimes and

their files have been sent to

the relevant organs for fur-

ther investigation, he add-

ed.

After the takeover of the

country by the Islamic Emir-

ate hundreds of criminals

have been arrested and

broth to justice.

The Kabul Times

6 arrested
for

criminal
charge in

Kabul

KABUL: Acting Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan, Mawlavi Amir
Khan Muttaqi called on Afghan politicians to return home and resume living under honor and dignity,
Bakhtar News Agency reported.

In a video tape, Muttaqi reacted to the recent Afghan political figures coalition and said that the
members of these organizations “bear slavery for some money,” said the state-run agency.

Meanwhile, two officials of former administration, who are currently on the run, have formed a new
political party, said the statement quoted by the agency.

FM Muttaqi reacts to
new political coalition

See P4
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“Hijab has direct link to morality of individu-
als in society.”

Food for thought
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O
fficials for the minis
try of commerce and
industry of the Islam-

ic Emirate of Afghanistan (IEA)
has informed of reopening of air
corridor between Afghanistan and
India.

According to officials of the
ministry of commerce and indus-
try, a trade agreement has been
signed between Afghanistan and
India. Based on the agreement,
from now on, Afghan traders can
continue their trade with India via
the air corridor.

“We are working to increase
trade and exports of Afghanistan
products to India through air cor-
ridor comparing to previous
years,” said Abdul Salam Jawad,
a spokesperson to the ministry
of commerce and industry.

Air corridor between
Afghanistan & India reopens

Jawad said that last year,
30,000 tons of cotton, handicrafts
and other items were exported
from Afghanistan to India, adding
that it was good for Afghanistan
to have trade agreements with In-
dia.

“If Russia and Kazakhstan
face problems in wheat produc-
tion, better if we want a trade
agreement with India and use the
country as an alternative for im-
porting wheat,” Jawad said, add-
ing that effort is underway to have
such an agreement with Canada
too. Afghanistan is a country
which has a top geo-economical
position among the countries of
the Central Asia, Far East, South
Asia and the Middle East. It has
lots of opportunities to create
corridor with countries in the re-

gion for transiting the electricity
and gas energy and exporting and
importing trade goods. Therefore,
establishing any type of econom-
ic relationship with Afghanistan
is considered very important and
vital for all countries in the region.

India, considered as one of the
important countries in the region,
has provided Afghanistan with
more than $3 billion during the last
20 years. The people of Afghani-
stan and India have a historical
friendship that has created a
strong desire for friendship, co-
operation and harmony between
the two neighbors in the region.

India-Afghanistan Friendship
Salma Dam and the completion of
Chabahar Port for the traders of
the two countries show the New
Delhi’s determination for the re-

construction and economic devel-
opment of Afghanistan. Con-
struction of Zaranj-Delaram road,
some electricity substations, fruit
and vegetable cold stores and
some other projects are examples
of India’s assistance to Afghani-
stan in the past 20 years.

In the current situation of hu-
manitarian aid, India has provid-
ed Afghanistan with 20,000 tons
of wheat and medicines.

Reopening air corridor be-
tween Afghanistan and India
comes as India is the second larg-
est market for Afghan products
and is one of Afghanistan’s larg-
est trading partners. Afghan offi-
cials hope that from now on com-
panies of the two countries will
boost their trade via the air corri-
dor. Zarabi

Afghanistan is a country which has a top geo-econom-
ical position among the countries of the Central Asia,
Far East, South Asia and the Middle East.

N
o country has so far recognized the Islamic Emirate of Af
ghanistan (IEA), even the Islamic system has undergone
nearly fifteen months of its governance.

This is while, the Islamic Emirate has fulfilled all what have been
called its requirements for recognition, most importantly, ensuring
security and fighting corruption.

There is no reason for the international community for not recogni-
tion the Islamic Emirate, as it has control all over the country’s territo-
ry, including ensuring nationwide security, fighting both financial and
administrative corruption.

National legitimacy has now been done, apart from other to ask the
Islamic government to do so, as any system understand what it do for
its nation.

Some vicious groups are spreading and fueling propaganda among
all over the world and disturb the public minds that the Islamic Emir-
ate was against girls’ education or not ready to allow women rejoin
their government offices.

Journalists around the world have to visit Afghanistan, but accu-
rately, fairly and exactly provide report about the situation in Afghan-
istan, if they are doubted about.

Girls of 6 grades are regularly going to their schools, universities
are open to both boys and girls, women are joining their offices and
paid salaries on a monthly basis.

No one complain about corruption, theft, robberies or other crim-
inal activities, as during the two so-called republic systems, people
have become tired of widespread insecurity, corruption, armed theft,
target murders and corruption in the country.

The international community should not excuse lack of inclusive
government or the closing of girls’ schools as a reason for not recog-
nition of the Islamic Emirate.

Afghanistan has now found its main service providers, and the
takeover of the Islamic Emirate after the collapse of the false Islamic
republic, the leader and politicians of which have all been corrupt and
agents of the aliens.

The system is inclusive and more would be done for more inclu-
siveness. Also, providing an Islamic sharia based education curricu-
lum are underway to open schools for the girls of all ages, as the
Islamic Emirate promised.

Changes in the system, based on the people interest in most parts
of the country, have been done and in order to appoint eligible and
skilled individuals in the professional posts, the government asks all
Afghan veterans and experienced cadres living abroad to return to
their country and serve their people.

So, besides having political presence and wide engagement with
the Islamic Emirate, the international community, particularly Afghan-
istan neighbors, Islamic countries and other friendly governments
should recognize the Islamic system as well as avoid interference in
its internal affairs.

IEA recognition a must to widen
work for war-ravaged Afghans
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Afghanistan Money-changers
Union has expressed concern over
smuggling of dollar to neighboring
countries. According to the union,
the U.S. dollar smuggling to neigh-
boring countries particularly Pa-
kistan and Iran has recently in-
creased.

Officials of the union say
smuggling of U.S. dollar out of the
country will damage the country’s
economy, asking for preventing of
its smuggling outside of the coun-
try.

“Smuggling the U.S. dollar out
of Afghanistan can put negative
impact on both Afghanistan’s
economy and Afghani currency,”
said Abdul Rahman Zirak, depu-
ty of Afghanistan Money-chang-
ers Union.

He added that unfortunately,
the U.S. dollar was illegally smug-
gled from Afghanistan to Iran and
Pakistan, asking relevant organs
particularly the country’s central
bank and all security organs to
prevent from smuggling of the
U.S. dollar out of the country.

Meanwhile, Afghan money-
changers by expressing concern
over smuggling the U.S. dollar out
of the country say smuggling the
dollar to neighboring countries can
have negative impacts on the coun-
try’s economy.

“Smuggling the U.S. dollar out
of Afghanistan can put negative
impact on both the economy of
Afghanistan and payments bal-
ance in the country as Afghani-
stan is an importing country;
therefore, smuggling the U.S. dol-

Increasing concern over U.S. dollar
smuggling to neighboring countries

lar out of the country will result
in raising the price of goods Af-
ghan traders are importing from
outside,” said Shahwali, an Afghan
money-exchanger in Kabul.

Ordinary Afghans also con-
sider smuggling the U.S. dollar out
of the country as harmful for the
country’s economy.

They believe that increasing
unemployment rate, price rocket-
ing of goods, reduction in the val-
ue of the Afghani currency and low
demand for purchasing and sell-
ing are the main losses of smug-
gling the dollar to neighboring
countries.

They are asking relevant or-

gans particularly the ministry of
interior and General directorate of
Intelligence to prevent from smug-
gling of the U.S. dollar out of the
country.  With rising the concern
over smuggling the U.S. dollar, the
ministry of interior has informed
of arresting several individuals in-
volved in smuggling dollar in bor-
der areas to Pakistan and Iran.

“All police forces have been
seriously instructed to prevent
from smuggling the foreign curren-
cies particularly the U.S. dollar out
of the country,” said Abdul Nafi
Takor, a spokesperson of the min-
istry of interior.

He said a number of individu-

als have been recently arrested in
bordering areas for smuggling the
U.S. dollar out the country.

Meanwhile, Abdul Latif Naz-
ari, Deputy Minister of Econo-
my, said smuggling the U.S. dol-
lars out of Afghanistan could have
negative impacts on the country’s
economy, asking relevant organs
to pay attention for prevention
of smuggling of the foreign cur-
rencies abroad.

It is worth mentioning that
Afghanistan’s Central Bank
‘DAB’ injects U.S. dollars to the
local markets each week to ensure
the stability of Afghani.

Shukria Kohistani

Officials of the Islamic Emir-
ate of Afghanistan say the IEA is
committed to reopening of girls’
schools across the country. The
IEA has reiterated its promise to
reopen secondary schools for
girls, closed for more than 400
days.

The Islamic Emirate of Af-
ghanistan (IEA) says that accord-
ing to Sharia, they are committed
to maintaining the women’s rights
as they are working on the curric-
ulum and uniforms of girls’

schools, but due to economic and
security problems and unfavorable
conditions, girls’ schools have
been closed and by addressing the
respective problems schools will
reopen across the country.

Meanwhile, in his recent visit
to Bamyan, the newly appointed
acting minister of education,
Habibullah Agha, said that high
school girl students will be able to

IEA reassures reopening
girls’ schools countrywide

return to the classrooms as soon
as they implement a special mech-
anism.

“We will not plan to reopen
girls’ schools without any mecha-
nism as in the previous govern-
ment the boys and the girls were
together. The Islamic system does
not allow it,” acting minister of
education said, adding that the
education ministry is working on
a particular mechanism for re-
opening the girls’ schools across
the country.

This comes after high-ranking
officials of the Islamic Emirate
spoke about the importance of
education for both boys and girls
in the country. Recent remarks of
the IEA officials in connection
with reopening of girls’ schools in
the country are giving hopes to
students that secondary schools
will reopen soon, once the prob-
lems in the sector are addressed.

On the other hand, with girls’
middle and high schools continue
to be closed in Afghanistan, a num-
ber of women’s rights activists,
parents and female students have
once again asked for reopening of
girls’ schools in the country.

Despite of continued insis-
tence of the Afghan people and
the international community, un-
til now the Islamic Emirate of Af-
ghanistan has not taken the nec-
essary steps to reopen girls’
schools across the country. Fe-

male students from 7th – 12th
grade are hoping and waiting to
hear the news of reopening of the
schools across the country.

The parents of the female stu-
dents say that the keeping the
doors of the school closed has not
only deprived the students from
getting education, but has also
made them suffer from mental ill-
nesses. Saida Ahmadi

The Mazar-i-Sharif International Airport is...
From P1

3,500 needy families in Herat have received food donations and coal to heat their homes from an
Afghan aid organization called the Ahmad Shah Faqiri Charity, the organization said.

Officials of the organization said they have helped families in other provinces as well.
 “3,500 needy families who have a card with them will receive help from our side,” said Ahmad Shah

Faqiri, head of the charity foundation.
Needy people expressed concern about the increase in poverty and unemployment.
Khadijah is a woman receiving aid who lost her husband last year and has come with her two children

to receive help from this foundation.
She said because of economic challenges she cannot take care of her children.
 “There is nothing in our home to eat since I lost my husband; I am faced with economic challenges,”

said Khadijah. There are thousands of women and men who came for food to last them a few days. They
said that because of unemployment the poverty has increased.

 “Due to poverty and economic challenges, I cannot sleep until midnight,” said Abdulghafor, a needy
man.   “My daughter is sick, and we have no money for her treatment and there is nothing to eat,” said
Shakila, a needy woman.

The World Food Program recently said that more than 90 percent of people in Afghanistan do not have
access to enough food. tolonews

Aid group says 3,500 needy Herat
families received food, coal

One of our, all of our, fondest
childhood memories is the aroma
of homemade naan baking, filling
our sparsely furnished diaspora
homes with comfort. What we
lacked in material possessions
paled against the deeper nourish-
ment of healing through food.

Naan-e-Afghani (Afghan
bread) is a huge part of our cui-
sine and sustenance, as plentiful
as wheat is in Afghanistan – from
the flaky, irresistible naan-e-
roghani for breakfast to the round
and oblong lavash breads studded
with nigella and sesame seeds that
accompany most meals.

In the many naanwayis (bread
bakeries) of Afghanistan, the flat-
breads bake on the walls of tradi-
tional vertical tandoors until they
become golden. The naanwahs
(bakers) sit on platforms around
the top of the tandoor, kneading
and shaping the dough and pass-
ing it along to be plastered onto
the hot tandoor walls for baking.
With intuitive ease born of long
experience, the naanwahs use a
pointed metal rod to effortlessly
peel the naan from the tandoor wall
just at the point when it is slight-
ly crusty on the outside, and soft
and pillowy inside.

Afghan naans are nearly al-
ways flatbreads, a simple mix of
flour, water, oil, salt and leaven –
kneaded into an elastic dough and
left to rise before shaping and bak-
ing. If you are making flatter naans,
you use less leaven, like a par-
atha, to make a runny dough that
can be poured on a heated iron
skillet.

Naan was still an everyday
thing to smell wafting through our
refugee homes, baked in our moth-
ers’ electric ovens, not in the tan-
doors of naanwayis. Kebab was
not.

As children, helping our moth-
ers marinate the pieces of chicken
and lamb the night before an event
carried with it a sense of excite-
ment – knowing the next day
meant a day trip or a back yard
barbecue with family and friends.

Yearning for
Afghanistan, in one meal

Kebab is a familiar word to
many, and in Afghan cuisine, it has
many variations – from skewers
of meat cooked over hot coals to
fried chapli kebabs that are com-
mon street food, to elongated
shami kebabs, to kebab-e-degee,
which is cooked in a pot. But it is
not an everyday food.

In a traditionally subsistence-
and agriculture-based culture,
meat was a rarity, to be eaten spar-
ingly, on special occasions – with-
out waste. Kebab is a treat to mark
everything from birthdays to com-
munal gatherings.

For us, they meant gatherings,
marked by uncles in the back
yards and parks of Australia and
Canada flipping skewers and fan-
ning coals as they discussed the
dismal politics of the homeland.

What was ‘home’?
We are two Afghan-born

women who have lived for decades
– since we were toddlers – as di-
aspora on opposite sides of the
world. We are also cousins, who,
like so many generations of Af-
ghan families separated through
unrest, have spent our lives apart.

Durkhanai, after spending
time in a refugee camp in Paki-
stan, arrived in Melbourne, Aus-
tralia with her nuclear family in
1987. From there, they moved to
settle in the smaller town of Ade-
laide, where they connected with
a small group of Afghan families

arriving in Australia – that group
has since grown.

Mina arrived in Vancouver,
Canada with her parents in 1984,
a time before social media when
the reality of displacement meant
they had no way to know if they
even had any family in Canada.
Eventually, her grandparents, and
many of her aunts, uncles, and
cousins who left Afghanistan
would move from various coun-
tries and settle near each other in
Toronto.

Our families became refugees
during Afghanistan’s communist
era when the Cold War struggle
for global dominance between
then-Soviet Russia and the Unit-
ed States unfolded as a great dev-
astation – a spiritual and physical
exile Afghanistan never complete-
ly recovered from with echoes that
reverberate through to the present
traumas in the country.

On a collective level, the un-
rest led to a fragmentation of Af-
ghan identity and a dilution of our
intellectual histories and cultural
knowledge. On an individual lev-
el, our displacement as children
often presented itself as a “clash”
of cultural norms, a challenge un-
til we were better aware and able
to reconcile these disparities in a
way that led to a fuller sense of
identity.

How to make a kebab right
Naan and kebab meant con-

versations, laughter and compli-
ments on the food, while breaking
through the gender barriers of men
cooking. It encapsulated the gre-
gariousness that defines Afghan
culture, in the communal rituals
of preparation and eating togeth-
er. Marination is essential for a
good kebab, and everyone has their
own secret way. And different
kebabs are made using different
marinades, depending on how
they will be cooked. But we can
let you in on some of the basics
for a simple skewered kebab.

Composite photo with chick-
en kebab on thin naan the left,
skewers of kebab served next to
naan in the middle, and soft chick-
en kebab on the right

Blend a mix of onion, garlic
and chillis in a food processor,
then strain it and keep only the
liquid for the marinade. Spice it
up with ground coriander, black
pepper, salt, and a little oil. Taste
your marinade and when it tastes
a bit stronger than you want the
meat to taste, it is ready to be
poured over top of your pieces of
meat or chicken. Mix well to make
sure everything is coated, then let
your kebabs-to-be rest overnight.

For our picnics and camping
trips, large containers of these
marinated meats were packed into
coolers, ready to thread onto skew-
ers to be cooked on portable grills.
Naan prepared earlier in the day
would be cut and bagged, ready to
wrap around freshly made kebabs
– one of the greatest unions in
Afghan cuisine.

As the scent of roasting ke-
babs enveloped us, the prepara-
tions for eating would begin.
Laughter and chatter were all
around as we opened the bags of
bread, releasing the scent of fresh-
ly baked naan-e-Afghani. Some of
the mothers would start whipping
together the accompaniments,
mixing yoghurt, cucumber and
mint for one dip; blending up a
chutney of mint, coriander, chilli,
garlic, vinegar and live juice.

  Monitoring Desk

“First of all, I would like to
express my gratitude to the hos-
pitable President of Uzbekistan,
who constantly supports the
long-suffering Afghan people”, the
Deputy Minister of Foreign Af-
fairs of the Interim Government
of Afghanistan, Sher Mohammad
Abbas Stanikzai said. – I highly
appreciate the efforts of your
Head of the state to stabilize the
situation in Afghanistan, ensure
security, and promote peace talks.
At the initiative of Shavkat Mirz-
iyoyev, the activity of the com-
pletely disabled Mazar-i-Sharif
International Airport was revived.
The runways have been over-
hauled. A remote control system
was put into operation. The ex-
ternal power supply of the air-
port has been radically improved.

A document was signed at the
event on the commissioning of the
completed airport facilities and
the acceptance of the necessary
equipment for the restoration of
activities.

It was noted with satisfaction
that trade and economic relations
between the countries of the re-
gion are developing at an active
pace.

Over the past nine months, the
volume of mutual exchange of
goods and services between our
countries amounted to 3.1 million

tons. In addition, the trans-Afghan
corridor made it possible to trans-
port goods from the countries of
North and Southeast Asia to the
south.

It is reasonable that the Ter-
mez– Mazar-i-Sharif – Kabul –
Peshawar railway project will
strengthen the partnership. Ac-
cording to experts, this project is
of strategic importance for the re-
construction of Afghanistan and
the development of the entire re-
gion as a whole.

“Our countries have always
been united by the similarity of
language, a common sacred reli-
gion, and spiritual values”, the
Minister of Transport of the Re-
public of Uzbekistan, Ilkhom
Mahkamov said. – The jointly
implemented measures to restore
the activities of the Mazar-i-Sharif
Airport will become an important
step towards promoting the eco-
nomic development of Afghani-
stan, ensuring the safety of flights
from this land and further improv-
ing the efficiency of the airport.

The visit of the Uzbekistan
delegation to the blessed city of
Mazar-i-Sharif continued with
participation in the opening cere-
mony of the airport’s power sup-
ply control center. After the min-
isters of transport of the two coun-
tries cut the traditional symbolic

red ribbon, the participants were
informed about the available tech-
nologies.

Over the past year, experi-
enced specialists working at air-
ports in Uzbekistan have been
attracted to this airport in Afghan-
istan. With their help, defects and
shortcomings on the airport run-
ways, turn lanes and aircraft han-
gars were eliminated.

Lighting and signaling devices
on the runways were also repaired.
As a result, the airport is now
ready to receive flights even at
night and in adverse weather con-
ditions. Another important point
is that practical assistance was
provided for the full preparation
for the autumn-winter season.
Uzbekistan provided such sup-
port to the fraternal Afghan peo-
ple by supplying technical equip-
ment to the Mazar-i-Sharif Air-
port. In a word, relations between
Uzbekistan and Afghanistan,
which have a long history, are be-
ing intensified in the political part-
nership and the economy, based
on a common culture, customs,
and traditions. Now domestic and
foreign flights from the Mazar-i-
Sharif Airport have revived again.
This, in turn, will make a signifi-
cant contribution to the economic
and social development of the re-
gion.
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Saudi Arabia has put into ef-
fect Tuesday a decision that
would only allow World Cup
Hayya card holders to enter neigh-
boring Qatar, the Kingdom’s Gen-
eral Directorate of Passports an-
nounced.

The decision was implement-
ed on Tuesday and will remain
into effect until December 23, the
directorate said in a statement.
Entering “land and air borders into
Qatar for those wishing to watch
World Cup matches and events is
limited to having the Hayya card
and the passport registered at the
Hayya platform, with the excep-
tion of Qatar citizens and carriers
of Qatari ID.”

Hayya card is a personalized
document required by everyone
attending the matches. Having a
ticket to the World Cup is a pre-
requisite to acquiring a Hayya
card.

The directorate added that for
the occasion of the World Cup,
which is happening for the first
time in the Middle East, it has
boosted border controls with hu-
man capital and technology to fa-

Saudi Arabia puts into effect
decision allowing Hayya card

holders to enter Qatar

cilitate the journey into Qatar.
The directorate also noted

that those who have any inquiries
they can call 911 for any informa-
tion or check the ‘Here For You’
platform that was launched last
week.

The ‘Here For You’ platform
aims to facilitate the journey of
those who will travel from Saudi
Arabia for the 2022 Qatar World
Cup. It details the requirements
needed for those wishing to travel
to Qatar by land or air for daily
trips or long-term stays.

It was announced in October
that those who have Hayya Cards
can also now enter Saudi Arabia
without paying a visa fee, which
allows for 60 days of travel with-
in Saudi Arabia beginning ten days
prior to the FIFA World Cup.

Paul Arnold, managing direc-
tor of Sovereign PRO Partner
Group (Sovereign PPG) Saudi
Arabia, explained to Al Arabiya
English, the requirements to enter
Saudi Arabia with a Hayya Card.

“To enter Saudi Arabia under
the Hayya Card, one must have a
valid FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022

Hayya Card prior to entry into
the Kingdom. You will not have
to have entered or traveled via
Qatar prior for this to be valid so
long as you have the Hayya Card
before entry.

“Travel into Saudi Arabia if
you do not hold a Hayya Card
will operate as usual. Depending
on your nationality and the docu-
ments you possess, you can ap-
ply online or with the relevant
embassy for either a Visa on Ar-
rival, E-Visa or Visa through Em-
bassy.”

Arnold said the benefit for
FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022
Hayya Card holders is a ‘free’ pass
into Saudi Arabia, where one might
usually require additional visas for
entry.

“It is a great initiative by the
Saudi government to encourage
travellers to tag Saudi Arabia onto
their trip on route to or from the
World Cup. Available flights be-
tween Doha and both Saudi air-
ports in Riyadh and Jeddah will
increase during this period to al-
low easier and more flexible travel
options.” alarabiya

The pace of development in the 3D printing industry will likely
impact the “sophistication and production” of these weapons, Inter-
pol warned.

Although the production of 3D-printed weapons is currently
limited to small arms and light weapons (SALW), it is expected that
the capabilities of this technology and the quality of printing materi-
als will evolve and lead to more powerful and sophisticated weap-
ons. 

“There are already some impressions of weapons of a military
nature with appreciable fire potential. The evolution of printing ma-
terials will impact the increasing sophistication and production of
these weapons and the threat they represent,” the Interpol spokes-
person added. 

Experts are concerned about how fast 3D-printing technology is
evolving, as several countries worldwide still do not have legal frame-
works to prohibit or limit the creation of these weapons. 

“We are facing a serious threat if legal measures are not taken to
control the production of printers and printing materials necessary
for their use,” he said. 

“The software that allows for the production of these types of
weapons should, as far as possible, be banned from the market,” he
added, explaining that this could prove difficult because the weapons
are often sold in parallel markets. It includes selling on the darknet
and in closed forums that can be difficult for law enforcement to
access.  alarabiya

3D-printed weapons: Interpol
and defense experts warn of

‘serious’ evolving threat 

Polling stations across Den-
mark have opened in a national
election expected to change the
Scandinavian nation’s political
landscape, with new parties
hoping to enter parliament and
others seeing their support
dwindle.

Neither the centre left nor
the centre right is expected to
capture a majority, which is 90
seats in the 179-seat Folketing
legislature. That could leave a
former prime minister who left
his party to create a new one
this year, in a kingmaker posi-
tion with his votes being need-
ed to form a new government.

More than four million Dan-
ish voters can choose among 14
parties. Domestic themes have
dominated the campaign, rang-
ing from tax cuts and a need to
hire more nurses to financially
support Danes amid inflation
and soaring energy prices be-
cause of Russia’s all-out war in
Ukraine.

At least three politicians are
vying to become prime minis-
ter. They include Prime Minis-
ter Mette Frederiksen, who
steered Denmark through the
COVID-19 pandemic and
teamed up with the opposition
to boost Danish defence spend-
ing in the wake of Russia’s in-
vasion of Ukraine, and two cen-
tre-right opposition politicians
– Jakob Ellemann-Jensen, the
Liberal leader, and Søren Pape
Poulsen, who heads the Conser-
vatives.

“We are fighting to the end.
It will be a close election,” Fre-
deriksen said after voting north
of Copenhagen. “I am optimis-
tic but I am not sure of any-
thing.” A former Liberal leader,
Lars Løkke Rasmussen created
his new centrist party in June.

                      aljazeera

Denmark votes
in elections
expected to

change politi-
cal landscape

Greek authorities have
launched a search and rescue op-
eration for dozens of refugees who
are missing after a boat they were
travelling on from Turkey over-
turned and sank in rough weather.

The vessel capsized overnight
on Monday between the islands
of Evia and Andros.

The coastguard said on Tues-
day that nine people, all men, had
been found on an uninhabited
rocky islet in the Kafirea Straits
between the two islands, which
lie east of the Greek capital, Ath-
ens.

The survivors, who were
picked up by a coastguard patrol
boat, told authorities there had

Dozens missing after refugee
boat sinks off Greek islands

been a total of about 68 people on
board the sailing boat when it sank,
and that they had initially set sail
from Izmir on the Turkish coast.

Authorities were initially
alerted by a distress call in the
early hours of Tuesday from pas-
sengers saying the boat they were
on was in trouble, but they did
not provide a location.

Weather in the area was par-
ticularly rough, with gale-force
winds. The coastguard said a heli-
copter, a coastguard patrol boat
and two nearby ships were par-
ticipating in the search and rescue
operation.

A separate search and rescue
operation was also ongoing since

Monday off the coast of the east-
ern Aegean island of Samos for
eight people reported missing af-
ter an inflatable dinghy carrying
refugees and migrants overturned.

Four survivors were rescued
on Monday from that incident. A
coastguard aircraft and patrol boat,
two nearby ships and a vessel
from the European Union’s bor-
der agency Frontex were partici-
pating in the search, authorities
said.

The incident came after at
least 27 people drowned earlier
this month in two separate sink-
ings. In one, 18 people died when
a boat that had set sail from Tur-
key sank off the eastern Aegean

island of Lesbos, while in the oth-
er, a yacht carrying about 100
people sank in a gale, killing at
least nine and leaving six missing.

The Greek coastguard has
said it rescued about 1,500 peo-
ple in the first eight months of
this year, compared with fewer
than 600 in 2021.

But deaths continue to mount
as thousands of people fleeing
conflict and poverty in Africa,
Asia and the Middle East and in
search of safety and better lives
continue to attempt to enter the
EU via Greece and other member
states.

EU countries, many of which
have opened their borders to
Ukrainians fleeing war, have been
criticised for their double stan-
dards in dealing with the refugees
from elsewhere.

Most of those attempting to
enter the bloc make the short but
often perilous crossing from the
Turkish coast to nearby Greek
islands in inflatable dinghies. Oth-
ers attempt to circumvent Greece
in overcrowded sailboats and
yachts heading straight to Italy.

More than 3,000 refugees and
asylum seekers died or went miss-
ing last year while trying to reach
Europe via Mediterranean and
Atlantic sea routes, according to
the United Nations refugee agen-
cy (UNHCR). aljazeera

President Vladimir Putin has
said Russia is suspending - but
not ending - its participation in a
major deal that allows safe pas-
sage to vessels carrying Ukraini-
an grain exports.

Moscow pulled out of the
UN-brokered agreement on Sat-
urday, alleging that Ukraine had
used a safety corridor in the Black
Sea to attack its fleet.

The UN says there were no
ships inside the corridor that night.

Ukraine has not claimed re-
sponsibility for the attack.

Ukrainian President Volody-
myr Zelensky said the deal would
be honoured and accused Russia
of "blackmailing the world with
hunger" - a claim Russia denies.

Despite the fallout, three ves-
sels loaded with grain left Ukrai-

Ukraine war: Putin suspends
Black Sea grain exports deal

nian ports on Tuesday, the UN-
led co-ordination centre said.

"The movement of these ves-
sels has been agreed by the Ukrai-
nian, Turkish and UN delega-
tions... The Russian delegation has
been informed," the Istanbul-
based centre told the AFP news
agency.

On Monday, 12 ships con-
taining 354,500 tonnes of food,
including grain, sailed from
Ukraine, the country's infrastruc-
ture ministry said. This constitut-
ed a record volume of exports
since the grain deal began, said a
spokesperson for Odesa's military
administration quoted by Reuters.

One of the vessels carrying
40,000 tonnes of grain was des-
tined for Ethiopia, where "the real
possibility of mass starvation"

existed, the ministry added.
How much grain has been

shipped from Ukraine?
After Russia invaded Ukraine

in February, its navy imposed a
blockade on Ukraine's Black Sea
ports, trapping about 20 million
tonnes of grain meant for export
inside the country, along with other
foodstuffs such as maize and sun-
flower oil.

But in July, a deal between
Ukraine and Russia was brokered
by Turkey and the UN, agreeing
to resume grain exports through
the Black Sea ports.

On Monday, however, Presi-
dent Putin said the deal was being
suspended, citing the "massive"
drone attack on its fleet in Crimea
that he alleged Kyiv was respon-
sible for. bbc

Mohammad Sarwar Danesh,
the former vice president of Af-
ghanistan, founded a party called
“Afghanistan Justice and Free-
dom” and Mohammad Hanif At-
mar, the ex-foreign minister of ex-
administration, with a number of
other politicians, founded a move-
ment called “National Peace and
Justice Movement”.

Muttaqi asked the politicians
to return to Afghanistan and start
living under the shadow of honor
and respect.

The Islamic Emirate, by form-
ing a liaison commission, is striv-
ing to bring back those high-rank-
ing officials of the former admin-
istration who intend to serve the
country, so that they can pursue
their patriotic goals under the roof
of the Islamic Emirate’s support.

According to the agency, since
the formation of the commission
of liaison with Afghan figures the
commission has been able to bring
back a number of former officials
to the country.

The Kabul Times
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