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FARAH: A charity organiza-
tion in Farah province of has pro-
vided 550 destitute people includ-
ing men and women the chance to
get free vocational training, head
of the organization said the other
day.

The vocational program is for
six months and is implemented in
three stages covering up to 550
men and women, a statement from
the organization quoted Baryalai
Nasrat, head of Razi Social De-

550 men, women receiving
vocational training in Farah

velopment Organization (RSDO)
as saying. The statement quoted
one of the women who used this
program to learn how to sew who
has recently introduced some oth-
er young girls to the entity.

“So far, we have been able to
provide employment opportuni-
ties for about 100 individuals;
however, if the program is broad-
ened, we can raise this number,”
Feriba Sharifi, the tailor said.

  Women enrolled in the pro-

gram to learn tailoring said they
were thankful and asked organi-
zations to provide more tailoring
workshops in Farah province.

“We are 100% happy and sat-
isfied with the jobs here,” said
Feriba, a trainee.

“We ask the institutions to
provide us with more equipment
so that we can improve,” said Shai-
ma, another trainee.

Meanwhile, local officials in
Farah province said that they will
provide job opportunities for
those who have received voca-
tional training.

“The Ministry of Labor and
Social Affairs has tried to facili-
tate the work environment with
the cooperation of partner insti-
tutions so that these students can
earn,” said Shir Mohammad
Haqtalab, the head of Labor and
Social Affairs department of Farah
province. Learning a vocation is
thought to help families become
more financially secure; however,
due to a lack of employment op-
portunities, many women with
vocations are left unemployed
and forced to stay at home, the
statement quoted.

The Kabul Times

PUL-E-KHUMRI: The pro-
vincial Department of Labor and
Social Affairs of Baghlan has said
that the latest survey by a foreign
institution revealed that over
14,000 children are engaged in hard
labor in the province.

The Agency for Technical
Cooperation and Development
(ACTED), with the ministry’s
cooperation, revealed that more
than 14,000 children have been
engaged in hard labor, which is a
thirty percent increase from last
year, according to a statement
from the ministry.

“3,000 of these children are

Over 30% of children involved
in hard work in Baghlan, study

from Pul-e- Khumri, and most of
them are deprived of education,”
said the statement.

The statement quoted the
study interviewing Dil Agha a 10-
year-old orphan who does the hard
work along with two of his broth-
ers to support their family.

“My father has died and I
have two brothers, one of them
jobless and another works in front
of a hotel,” he told those launched
the study.  “I work every day to
find some cashes to buy food,”
said Mohammad, a child worker.

Some of these children said
that besides hard work, they also

go to school, but they are con-
cerned that if the situation con-
tinues like this they will be left
out of education.

“My father sent me here to
work. If he allows me to study, I
will learn,” said Naqibullah, a
worker, as the report quoted.

Meanwhile, officials at the
Labor and Social Affairs Depart-
ment in Baghlan said it considers
giving food packages to the fami-
lies of these children as the only
solution and asked more humani-
tarian assistance from the aid or-
ganizations to the families.

“Children have to learn, and
efforts are ongoing via aid organi-
zations and the government to
help with their families,” said
Nasrullah Parsa, head of Labour
and Social Affairs in Baghlan.

Meanwhile, the United Na-
tions Children’s Fund expressed
concern about the situation of
these children with the arrival of
winter, saying the number of these
children will increase.

The Kabul Times

KABUL: Afghanistan Rail-
way Authority (ARA) has said
that more than 1,000 tons of goods
have been transferred over the last

Hundreds tons of goods transferred
through railway in a week

one week, an official said the oth-
er day. “107,756 tons of goods,
including petroleum and other
materials, have been transferred

KABU: At least nine people
were killed and nine others wound-
ed, in a deadly traffic accident in
the country’s central province of
Daikundi, the provincial police
office said in a statement the oth-
er day. “A Flying Coach-type van

Road crash kills 9 in Daikundi
skidded of the road and fell apart,
leaving nine passengers including
a woman and wounding nine oth-
ers in Kotal-e-Saraspak area of the
province,” said the statement.

The wounded have been tak-
en to Eskan hospital, where some

of them reported in critical condi-
tion, according to the statement.

Poorly graveled mountainous
roads and reckless driving are
mostly the reason behind road
crashes in Afghanistan.

The Kabul Times

through Turghondi, Hairatan and
Aqina ports,” said the adminis-
tration in a statement.

According to the statement,

774 tons of exports, including
dried fruits and talc powder have
been made during the past one
week, said the statement.

Afghanistan Railway Author-
ity (ARA) ARA is responsible for
legal and regulatory policies gov-
erning rail investment, develop-
ment, and operations. This in-
cludes the regulatory oversight
needed for a safe, efficient, and
reliable rail network.

A new economic corridor has
been created between Afghanistan,
Uzbekistan, China and Kyr-
gyzstan, at the end of a two-day
meeting in Tashkent, in Septem-
ber 9.

The vision of the country’s
railway authority is to enhance
Afghanistan’s economy with a
focus on long-term strategic rail
development to increase domes-
tic economic growth, regional sta-
bility, and promote a positive eco-
nomic environment, which will
foster private investment.

The Kabul Times

KABUL: The committee led
by the Islamic Emirate Deputy
Economic Prime Minister, Mul-
lah Abdul Ghani Beradar would
sell coal for thousands of citizens
in reasonable prices all over the
Kabul city, a statement from his
office said the other day.

The committee is expected to

Coal to be offered in reasonable price to

citizens during winter, Deputy PM Beradar
KABUL: The Islamic Emir-

ate of Afghanistan has denied as
rumors a claim that Deputy Prime
Minister Mullah Abdul Ghani
Beradar Akhund, will meet the
U.S. national security advisor and
the U.S. C.I.A, deputy, ministry
of foreign affairs said in a state-
ment the other day.

Ministry of Foreign Affairs of
the Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan
in a statement rejected the reports
said that they do not give credence
to such arbitrary, baseless, and
false reports and do not cause con-
cern to the public.

The ministry said that the
media should also prove their
commitment to their principles
and not publish baseless reports.

The Kabul Times

KABUL: The country’s act-
ing Minister of Education, Maw-
lavi Habibullah Agha has signed a
Memorandum of Understanding
(MoU) for the construction of
five religious’ schools with Shaikh
Mohammad Toran, head of
Turkiye’s IDIF organization in
Kabul.

The organization IDIF will
build five religious’ schools in five
provinces of the country, each
school will have four classes, a
mosque, potable water reserve
and other necessary accessories.

The Acting Minister of Edu-
cation praised the construction of
these religious schools in the coun-
try and expressed his apprecia-
tion to the “IDIF” charity organi-
zation.

According to Minister of Ed-
ucation the religious schools will
be built in all provinces and dis-
tricts of the country.

The Kabul Times

Deputy PM Beradar meeting with U.S. top
security officials mare Rumor, MoFA

provide up to 400, 000 tons of
coal offering each ton with only
9,000 Afghanis for capital resi-
dents, during the upcoming win-
ter, according to the statement.

The process would be carried
out by the coal price and distribu-
tion monitoring affairs of the Kab-
ul municipality all over the city,

said the statement.
The committee, in coordina-

tion with the state-run gas and
Petroleum Company has also tak-
en precaution for reserving and
controlling the liquid gas prices,
said the statement.

The Kabul Times

Turkiye to
build

religious
schools in 5
provinces
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“Hijab has direct link to morality of individu-
als in society.”

Food for thought
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As repeatedly said, the people of Afghanistan are facing harsh cli-
mate as they are direly in need of foods and fuel and other winter
essentials.

Thousands of people have abandoned their homes and displaced
to other areas, due to poverty, drought and other natural disasters and
resumed life in the capital, where they wait for assistances from the aid
organizations.

Amid a severe humanitarian situation that has affected half of the
country’s population, the prices of wood, coal and liquefied gas are
still higher than expected, despite the pledges of the related organs to
control the rates.

Most of Afghans are unable to purchase heating materials and food
items due to economic problems, as their salaries are not enough to
pay for the house expenditures, whether they are government employ-
ees or if they are daily workers, they cannot earn enough money to
pay for ensuring their livelihood.

Now, the price of each 560 kg of coal has reached between 8,000
to 9,000 Afghanis and the price of wood has surpassed 7,000 Afgha-
nis. The price of other fuel such as liquefied gas is not also affordable
for most of the poverty-affected people including the Kabul residents.

In many areas of the capital, a wide number of people have been
witnessed restoring to the selling of their house materials for providing
food and fuel during the upcoming cold winter.

In some remote and mountainous parts of the country, although,
few number of households can collect woods and dried bushes from
the nearby hillsides for heating their houses during winter, but they
face harsh lack of flour, ghee and other needed edible items.

Some countries and aid organizations have recently expressed con-
cern over the current situation in Afghanistan and said the country will
face human tragedy if not paid attention amid harsh winter.

The related organs and the Islamic Emirate at a whole has the re-
sponsibility to address the problems, as high amounts of aids have
arrived and more is expected to arrive the country from the world aids
entities.

As the coal is being exported to the neighboring country of Paki-
stan and this is why the price has surged. So, beside this, the govern-
ment should pay attention to the people economic problems and pro-
vide them fuel with reasonable prices.

On the other hand, the assistances should be distributed transpar-
ently, as the previous process was full of corruption and the assis-
tances have not been distributed to the deserved households.

Nepotism is still a wicked phenomenon spread among the Afghans
and officials of the Islamic Emirate should interfere in the process of
distributing the assistances in order to help the deserved and eligible
people receive the aids.

Afghans need more attention
as hard winter getting nearer Chinese ambassador to

Kabul, Wang Yu, in a meeting
with Deputy Prime Minister of
the Islamic Emirate of Afghan-
istan, Mullah Abdul Ghani Be-
radar has said that China will
soon complete projects that
have been started by China in
Afghanistan. He also assured
of completion of all those
projects that have been finan-
cially funded by the World
Bank and Asian Development
Bank (ADB) and considered as
incomplete projects in the
country.

In the meeting, deputy
prime minister asked China for
participation of Afghanistan in
the country’s One Belt One
Road project. China by expan-

Deputy PM asks for
participation of Afghanistan

in One Belt One Road

sion and implementation of its
One Belt One Road initiative
has signed more than 200 mem-
orandums of understanding
with various countries in the
region.

Access to the wider net-
work of the One Belt and One
Road Initiative will provide two
opportunities: First, access to
markets in China, Central Asia
and parts of Europe with which
Afghanistan currently does
not have trade relations, and
second, the chance to diversi-
fy Afghanistan commercial
products by exporting copper,
iron and other resources to the
countries involved in the One
Belt and One Road Initiative.

Afghanistan is located at

the crossroads of Central Asia
and Southern Asia and has
strategic position for China.

One Belt and One Road Ini-
tiative refers to what was his-
torically called the Silk Road,
stretching from China through
Central Asia. One Road refers
to a “maritime road” which is
to connect the South East Asia
with the Middle East, Europe
and the east coast of Africa.

The concept is elastic with
regard to the countries to be
connected. A number of 65
countries have been men-
tioned as being eligible, but
according to Chinese propo-
nents of the concept, any
country that aspires to be part
of the initiative is welcome to

participate.
The Belt and Road Initia-

tive also aims to help develop
lagging regions in China by
connecting them to Central and
South Asia. 18 western regions
of China have been selected to
participate in the initiative.

Analysts of Afghanistan
issues believe that the Chinese
government has adopted a new
strategy in Afghanistan and
the region and is working to
establish a new order in the
region.

Afghanistan is considered
as the closest country for Chi-
na after the IEA takeover. On
first days of the takeover, Chi-
na was among countries that
declared its support from the
IEA and asked the world to
support Afghanistan’s newly
established government.

Previously, Chinese ambas-
sador to Kabul had said that
China, as a good neighbor and
partner of Afghanistan, was
trying to expand relations with
the Islamic Emirate in various
fields. He had stressed that
China together with Afghans
would fulfill joint efforts to-
wards maintaining peace, sta-
bility and development of Af-
ghanistan.

Therefore, the Islamic Emir-
ate of Afghanistan (IEA)
should seriously make use of
the existing capacities and po-
tentials in expanding more eco-
nomic and commercial cooper-
ation to improve the economic
situation in the country and in
the region.

Zarabi

Afghanistan is considered as the closest country for China after the
IEA takeover. On first days of the takeover, China was among countries
that declared its support from the IEA and asked the world to support

Afghanistan’s newly established government.
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Afghanistan Food and Drug
Authority has informed of collect-
ing 33 million afghani revenue in
past one year. According to offi-
cials of the Food and Drug Au-
thority, the department has been
able to collect millions of afghani
in revenue in the past one year,
saying that the incomes are in-
creasing by passing each single
day.

“The Food and Drug Author-
ity has been able to register 1156
forms of the country’s traders.
Based on these forms, 10976
items of medicines and 1338
health products have been import-
ed to Afghanistan,” said Javed
Hazhir, a spokesperson of the
Food and Drug Authority.

He said that the price of items
has reached to nearly $600.5 mil-
lion, adding that around 37 com-
panies have been registered in the

past one year.
According to the FDA

spokesperson, the country’s Food
and Drug Authority is responsi-
ble to issue licenses to drugstores,
manage the country’s food and
drug producing affairs, register
companies importing drugs, con-
trol and assess the imported food
and drugs and prevent from im-
porting poisonous, harmful and
illegal food and drugs to the coun-
try.  Hazhir said that the coun-
try’s Food and Drug authority
monitored and audited 470 major
drug stores in Kabul, closed 106
pharmacies operating illegally and
did not have a license, adding near-
ly 300 tons of energy drinks have
been destroyed due to date expi-
ration and poor quality and 18
tons of colored leaves under the
title of green tea were confiscated
in the past one year.

The FDA spokesperson has
said that the authority has been
also able to prevent from traffick-
ing of drugs, saying that the au-
thority was continually working
with owners of companies to im-
port high-quality food and drugs
to the country.

He further said that the coun-
try’s Food and Drug Authority
was strongly supporting domes-
tic products and has held dozens
of meetings with the country’s
businessmen in this regard.

In terms of registration and
issuing license, the Food and Drug
Authority granted and issued li-
censes to 273 wholesale stores,
51 companies and 4 new factories
in the past one year. Besides, the
authority has provided job oppor-
tunities to 1309 pharmacists in
the country.

Samiullah Momand

Afghanistan Food and Drug Authority
collects 33 million afghani revenue

A number of Turkish ula-
ma members during their recent
visit to Afghanistan have met
with the officials of the Islamic
Emirate (IEA) in Kabul. In their
meetings with the IEA officials,
the Turkish ulama have
pledged to convey to the Is-
lamic World the existing oppor-
tunities in Afghanistan.

In a meeting with the Turk-
ish ulama members, the IEA
authorities have briefed them
with overall improved security
situation, proper political en-
vironment, social and economic
development, asking the Turk-
ish ulama to share the messag-
es and positive developments
of Afghanistan with the Islam-
ic world.

In return, the Islamic ulama

Turkish ulamas’ visit to Afghanistan
to boost relations between

Afghanistan & Islamic worlds

KABUL: As many as 14,393
beggars have been collected over
the last few months all over the
capital Kabul, the beggars col-
lecting committee said in a state-
ment the other day.

According to the statement,
9154 of the collected beggars
were female, and evaluation
showed that 3386 of them were
deserving, while 5768 others
have been found professional
beggars.

Also, 480 of the 1328 males
were found to be deserving, and
848 of them were professional
beggars, from 3911 children,
1752 are deserving and 2103 are
professional beggars, the state-
ment added.

Among the deserving beg-
ging children, there are 56 unac-
companied children and after the
biometrics, unaccompanied beg-

Over 14,000 beggars
collected in Kabul

gar children are admitted to the
care and training center by the
Ministry of Labor and Social Af-
fairs, and are provided with live-
lihood and education.

The deserving beggars are
given continuous cash assistance
by the Islamic Emirate of Af-
ghanistan.

The Kabul Times

A
fghanistan Ministry of
Public Health
(MoPH) has informed

of establishment of a maternity
department within the ministry of
public health to reduce the rate of
maternal mortality in the country.
Officials of the ministry have said
that the newly established depart-
ment to provide standard mater-
nal health services to help reduce
rate of maternal mortality in the
country.

“Our only aim is to provide
the mothers and their children
with standard services to reduce
rate of the maternal mortality in
the country ,” said Qalandar Ebad,
acting Minister of Public Health.

Maternity department
established to cut down
maternal mortality rate

Meanwhile, a number of doc-
tors and midwives consider the
reason of increasing maternal and
child mortality as lack of profes-
sional doctors and lack of wom-
en’s access to health centers in a
number of the country’s provinc-
es.

“The rate of maternal mortal-
ity is high in provinces due to lack
of health centers and professional
doctors,” said Maryam Stanekzai,
a midwife.

She added that most women
gave birth in homes, which added
to rate of maternal mortality in
the country.

According to information of
the World Health Organization

(WHO), in 2002, Afghanistan is
still topped in maternal mortality
rate among countries although the
mortality rate has decreased by
60 percent comparing to a decade
back.

In September, acting minister
of public health had said that 584
mothers have lost their life while
delivering their babies in the past
one year, which is still a high num-
ber in the country.

The country’s ministry of
public health has recently in-
formed of reduction in rate of the
maternal mortality in the country,
saying that continued reduction of
the rate of maternal morality
shows improvement in the minis-

Afghanistan Ministry of
Commerce and Industry has in-
formed of increasing exports of
Afghanistan products to for-
eign countries comparing to
last year. Based on information
of the respective ministry, the
country’s exports volume has
reached this year to $1 billion.

According to the ministry,
Afghan products worth $1 bil-
lion have been exported to for-
eign countries in the past one
year, while the country’s ex-
ports had reached to $800 mil-
lion last year.

“More than $1 billion worth
goods have been exported to
outside in the past one year,”

Effective consequences of
increasing Afghanistan exports

said Nooruddin Azizi, acting
minister of  commerce and in-
dustries. He added that Af-
ghanistan exports were in-
creasing by passing each sin-
gle day, while imports have
decreased comparing to last
year. Acting minister of com-
merce and industry has said
that facilities have been creat-
ed for exports as 98 items of
Afghanistan exporting goods
to China have got customs ex-
emption, adding that nearly 1
million square meter of Af-
ghanistan carpets have been
exported to various countries
of the world in the past one
year.

Azizi further said that ne-
gotiations on trade with lots of
foreign countries were under-
way, adding that a number of
neighboring countries as Tur-
key, China, United Arab Emir-
ate (UAE), Iran, Pakistan,
Uzbekistan and Russia have
shown readiness for invest-
ment particularly on extraction
of mines in Afghanistan.

According to ministry of
commerce and industry, 6,300
licenses have been issued to
domestic and foreign investors
in the country. Meanwhile, the
ministry has said that efforts
towards changing Afghani-
stan to intersectional transit

route in the region are under-
way as commercial goods of
Iran have been transacted to
Tajikistan via Afghanistan.

Meanwhile, the ministry
has also informed of increas-
ing exports to India, saying
that the exports to India have
increased by 25 percent.

The ministry said that more
than 30 tons of commercials
good have been exported to
India from early 2022, valued
at nearly 14 billion afghanis
worth of trade.

Meanwhile, officials of the
Chamber of Commerce and In-
vestment said that most ex-
ports to India are fresh fruit and
dry fruit. Most of the commer-
cial goods are exported via
Wagga port to India.

On the other hand, the
country’s Chamber of Com-
merce and Investment consid-
ered reduction of imports as
lack of demand in the country’s
markets and lowering the peo-
ple’s incomes. According to the
ACCI information, Afghan trad-
ers have imported commercial
goods worth $3 billion from
outside.

“Due to political changes
and lack of demand in market
as well as low incomes of the
people, Afghanistan imports
have reduced significantly in
the past one year,” said Khan-
jan Alokozay, deputy of Af-
ghanistan Chamber of Com-
merce and Industries.

Afghanistan mostly ex-
ports fresh fruits, dry fruits,
carpet, herbal plants and pre-
cious stones to various coun-
tries of the world.

Shukria Kohistani

try’s standard services to the coun-
try’s mothers and children.

Officials for the ministry of
public health are working to build
capacities of the country’s medi-
cal sector as the country is facing
with lack of professional medical
cadres, nurses and midwives.

Currently, there are some
problems in provinces where there
are no specialist female doctors,
and most health centers face a lack
of specialist female doctors. The
ministry of public health is work-
ing to build the existing number of
doctors and medics’ capacities so
that they can train other medics
in the country’s provinces.

Saida Ahmadi

members of Turkey have
pledged to convey the message
about the proper security and
existing opportunities to the
Muslim World. Such meetings
of the Turkish ulama members
with the IEA authorities are
considered as significant as
they can pave the way for Is-
lamic countries to recognize
the Islamic Emirate of Afghan-
istan.

Afghan analysts also be-
lieve that recent meetings of
the Turkey ulama members
with high-ranking officials of
the Islamic Emirate can help
boost relations between Af-
ghanistan and the Islamic
world.

“After long years, a strong
government has been estab-

lished in Afghanistan, where
the government is ruling on 100
percent soil of the country,”
said Nasir Hijran, a university
lecturer.

He said that it was time that
the world particularly the Is-
lamic countries should take a
step further to recognize the
Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan
as a legal government of the
country.

It is worth mentioning that
the Turkish ulama members
during their visit to Kabul have
met with high-ranking officials
of the IEA including acting
Minister of Interior, Sarajuddin
Haqqani and foreign affairs
minister Amir Khan Muttaqi.

Mohammad Daud
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Head of Iran’s IRGC warns
protesters: ‘Today is last day of riots’

The commander of Iran’s
Revolutionary Guards Hossein
Salami warned protesters that Sat-
urday would be their last day of
taking to the streets.

“Do not come to the streets!
Today is the last day of the ri-
ots,” he said.

Iran has been gripped by pro-
tests since the death of 22-year-

old Kurdish woman Mahsa Ami-
ni in morality police custody last
month.

They have turned into a pop-
ular revolt by furious Iranians
from all layers of society, posing
one of the boldest challenges to
the clerical leadership since the
1979 revolution.

Rights groups have said at

Russia accuses UK navy personnel of
blowing up Nord Stream gas pipelines

Russia’s defense ministry said
on Saturday that British navy
personnel blew up the Nord
Stream gas pipelines last month,
directly accusing a leading NATO
member of sabotaging critical
Russian infrastructure.

The defense ministry did not
give evidence for its claim. It said
that “British specialists” from the
same unit directed Ukrainian
drone attacks on ships of Russian
Black Sea fleet in Crimea earlier
on Saturday that it said were large-
ly repelled by Russian forces, with
minor damage to a Russian mine-
sweeper.

“According to available infor-
mation, representatives of this

unit of the British Navy took part
in the planning, provision and
implementation of a terrorist at-
tack in the Baltic Sea on Septem-
ber 26 this year - blowing up the
Nord Stream 1 and Nord Stream 2
gas pipelines,” the ministry said.

Britain’s defense ministry de-
clined immediate comment when
asked by Reuters about the Rus-
sian claim.

A sharp drop in pressure on
both pipelines was registered on
September 26 and seismologists
detected explosions, triggering a
wave of speculation about sabo-
tage to one of Russia’s most im-
portant energy corridors.

Reuters has not been able to

verify any of the conflicting claims
about who was to blame for the
damage.

Russia has previously blamed
the West for the explosions that
ruptured the Russian-built Nord
Stream 1 and Nord Stream 2 pipe-
lines on the bed of the Baltic Sea.

But Russia had not previous-
ly given specific details of who it
thinks was responsible for the
damage to the pipelines, previous-
ly the largest routes for Russian
gas supplies to Europe.

Pipeline mystery
Sweden and Denmark have

both concluded that four leaks on
Nord Stream 1 and 2 were caused
by explosions, but have not said

who might be responsible. NATO
Secretary General Jens Stolten-
berg has called the damage an act
of sabotage.

Sweden has ordered addition-
al investigations to be carried out
into the damage done to the pipe-
lines, the prosecutor in charge of
the case said in a statement on
Friday.

The Kremlin has repeatedly
said allegations of Russian re-
sponsibility for the damage were
“stupid” and Russian officials
have said Washington had a mo-
tive as it wants to sell more lique-
fied natural gas (LNG) to Europe.

The United States has denied
involvement.

The Nord Stream 1 and Nord
Stream 2 pipelines have a joint
annual capacity of 110 billion cu-
bic meters - more than half of
Russia’s normal gas exports vol-
umes.

Sections of the 1,224-kilome-
ter (760-mile) long pipelines,
which run from Russia to Germa-
ny, lie at a depth of around 80-
110 meters.

Russia said Ukrainian forces
attacked ships from the Black Sea
Fleet in Sevastopol, the biggest
city in Russian-annexed Crimea,
in the early hours of Saturday.

“Nine unmanned aerial vehi-
cles and seven autonomous ma-
rine drones were involved in the
attack,” the defense ministry said.

Alarabiya

Somalia president: At least 100
people killed in car bombs

At least 100 people were
killed and 300 injured in two car
bombs that exploded outside the
education ministry in Somalia’s
capital Mogadishu on Saturday,
the country’s president said in a
statement early on Sunday.

“Our people who were mas-
sacred ... included mothers with
their children in their arms, fathers
who had medical conditions, stu-
dents who were sent to study,
businessmen who were struggling
with the lives of their families,”
President Hassan Sheikh Moha-
mud said after visiting the site of
blast.

No one immediately claimed
responsibility for the attack, al-
though the president blamed the
Islamist group al-Shabaab. Al-Sha-
baab typically avoids claiming re-
sponsibility for attacks that re-
sults in large numbers of casual-
ties.

The first of the explosions hit
the education ministry near a
busy junction in Mogadishu. The
second occurred as ambulances
arrived and people gathered to
help the victims.

The blast wave smashed win-
dows in the vicinity. Blood cov-
ered the tarmac just outside the

building.
The attack took place at the

same place as Somalia’s largest
bombing, which killed more than
500, in the same month in 2017.
In that blast, a truck bomb explod-
ed outside a busy hotel at the K5
intersection, which is lined with
government offices, restaurants
and kiosks.

Mohamud said the number of
victims could rise. He had in-
structed the government to pro-
vide immediate medical assistance
to the injured, some of whom were
in serious condition.

Alarabiya

S Korea in
national

mourning
after deadly
Halloween

crowd crush
South Korean President Yoon

Suk-yeol has declared a period of
national mourning following a
deadly Halloween crush in the
country’s capital, Seoul, as dis-
traught relatives flocked to the
city’s hospitals searching for their
missing family members.

“This is truly tragic,” Yoon
said in a statement on Sunday,
hours after some 151 people were
killed in a crowd crush in Seoul’s
Itaewon district.

“The government will desig-
nate the period from today until
the accident is brought under con-
trol as a period of national mourn-
ing,” he said.

Fire officials said most of the
victims were women and young
people in their 20s and included
19 foreigners from Iran, Uzbeki-
stan, China and Norway.

A further 82 people were also
injured, 19 of them seriously.

The Yonhap news agency
called the disaster, which hap-
pened shortly after 10pm local
(13:00GMT) when a huge crowd
thronged a narrow alley near the
Hamilton Hotel, the deadliest
such incident in South Korean his-
tory.

It happened at the first Hal-
loween celebrations in Seoul in
three years, after the country lift-
ed COVID-19 restrictions and
social distancing. Tens of thou-
sands of partygoers, wearing
masks and Halloween costumes,
had reportedly gone to Itaewon
for the event.

The cause of the crush was
not immediately clear, though
some local media said it happened
after a large group of people
rushed to a bar in the area after
hearing an unidentified celebrity
visited there. Aljazeera

Gas tanker explosion in Baghdad
kills nine, wounds many

A gas tanker has exploded
in the Iraqi capital, Baghdad,
killing at least nine people and
injuring several others, securi-
ty forces said.

The explosion, which was
heard across much of Baghdad,
happened near a football field
in an eastern part of the city
on Saturday night and sent
shrapnel into residential build-

ings and into the pitch.
“The explosion is an acci-

dent and not an act of terror-
ism,” he added.

Most of the victims were
amateurs playing football in
their neighbourhood stadium,
the Reuters news agency re-
ported.

Medical sources gave a
higher casualty toll to the AFP

news agency, with one saying
12 people had been killed.

An AFP correspondent
said the windows of nearby
buildings were blown out and
vehicles in the area were dam-
aged.

“It felt like we were suffo-
cating,” he added. “Our doors
and windows were blown
out.”

Iraq’s recently-elected
president, Abdul Latif Rashid,
promised there would be an in-
vestigation to identify those
responsible for the accident.

Safety standards in the
transport and construction
sector are frequently flouted in
Iraq, and accidents are a com-
mon occurrence.

In April 2021, more than 80
people died in a hospital fire in
Baghdad, after badly stored
oxygen bottles exploded.

Aljazeera

least 250 protesters have been
killed and thousands arrested
across Iran.

On Friday, video footage on
social media showed protesters
calling for the death of Supreme
Leader Ali Khamenei and the Basij
militia, which has played a major
role in the crackdown on demon-
strators. BBC

Philippines storm Nalgae kills
dozens in floods and mudslides

A severe tropical storm has
killed at least 45 people in the
Philippines, unleashing floods and
landslides in southern provinces,
officials say.

Storm Nalgae caused the most
havoc in Maguindanao province,
on Mindanao island. There is ex-
tensive flooding in and around the
city of Cotabato.

Nalgae is sweeping north,
where the capital Manila expects
torrential rain.

Rescuers pulled many bodies
from thick mud after landslides.
The storm winds are gusting at
up to 95km/h (59 mph).

The Coast Guard has sus-
pended ferry services in much of
the archipelago, where many peo-
ple travel by boat daily. The Coast
Guard is evacuating many people
to shelters.

Heavy rain began on Thurs-

day and the storm is expected to
reach its peak this weekend. The
storm has also forced some
schools to close and buses to stop
running.

Earlier on Saturday officials
gave a death toll of 72, but that
has been revised down.

The Philippines typically ex-
periences 20 typhoons or tropi-
cal storms annually. They come
from the Pacific Ocean, and Nal-
gae is not a particularly strong one
- it is, however, very large, cover-
ing much of the country, and very
wet.

Some areas have recorded their
highest ever daily rainfall. Flash
floods and landslides are always
one of the greatest dangers in the
Philippines, with its unstable ge-
ography and deforested moun-
tains.

Warnings have been issued

over possible mudslides on the
slopes of the biggest volcanoes.

The emergency services are
well practised in responding to big
storms, but the huge volumes of
water have made rescuing strand-
ed people difficult. BBC
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