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KABUL: A cooking oil and poultry feed piant has started operation in Mazar-e-Sharif, the provincial
capital of Balkh. With opening the plant job facilities have been provided to nearly 300 of our countrymen.

According to the plant’s owner, the plant is able to control 80 percent of the country’s markets. He has
said that the plant’s cooking oil and poultry production will soon reach to 100 percent, asking the people to
use their domestic products rather than the imported cooking oil and poultry feed.

According to the plant’s owner, the plant has two mills producing 600 tons of poultry feed within 24
hours. Besides producing cooking oil and poultry, the plant supports with raising animals and promoting of
soybean. The Kabul Times

Cooking oil & poultry feed plant
opened in Mazar-e-Sharif

T
wenty years ago, on
October 7, the U.S.
invaded Afghani-

stan without any logical rea-
son. The cruel attacks result-
ed in the deprivation of the
destitute Afghan people from
a legitimate government and
facing them by heavy difficul-
ties such as martyrdoms, inju-

Statement of the IEA on the occasion
of 21st anniversary of the U.S.

occupation of Afghanistan

ries and migrations.
After 20 years, the brave

people of Afghanistan were
able to end the occupation and
regain their freedom as a result
of their efforts and Jihad (holy
war).

But, today, on the 21st an-
niversary of the U.S. invasion,
we remind that our country is

now cleared of the occupying
forces and our people are now
living in full peace under the
pure Islamic system.

The Islamic Emirate of Af-
ghanistan (IEA) once make it
clear that Afghanistan is not a
threat to other countries nor it
is allowed to abuse our territo-
ry against any other nations.

 Likewise, the Islamic Emir-
ate calls on other countries not
to take a hostile position to-
ward our country nor create
obstacles before the sure se-
curity, stability and economic
progress. The IEA praises the
Jihad and (holy war) and the
efforts of the country’s Muja-
hidin against the U.S. occupa-
tion, pray paradise for the mar-
tyrs of the great battle, imme-
diate recovery for those
wounded, forbearance to
those families lost their dear
ones. Officials, employees and
all the Mujahedeen of the Is-
lamic Emirate of Afghanistan
(IEA) should not forget the
help and support of Allah the
Almighty and be thankful for
it and serve the Islamic system
honestly. Our nation should
thank Allah for being saved
from the great occupation, ap-
preciate the independence, the
governing of Islamic system,
countrywide security and sup-
port the Islamic Emirate.

The Kabul Times

KABUL: The Ministry of
Commerce and Industry of the
Islamic Emirate has said that the
transit of fuel from various inter-
national sources through Iran will
continue for the next four months.

“Oil needed by Afghanistan

Fuel import through Iran to
continue for four months, official

will be imported from Iraq, Saudi
Arabia, the United Arab Emirates
(UAE), Turkmenistan and Rus-
sia,” said Akhunzada Abdul Salam,
a spokesman of the Ministry of
Commerce and Industry.

“Talks between the Minister

of Commerce and Industry and
Iran’s special envoy for Afghani-
stan, Hassan Kazimi Qomi, result-
ed in the extension of the transit
of oil materials from Iran to Af-
ghanistan for four months,” said
Akhunzada Abdul Salam,
spokesman of the Ministry of
Commerce and Industry.

Meantime, the country’s
Chamber of Commerce and In-
vestment said that increase in the
imported oil from other countries
would decrease the price of fuel
in Afghanistan.

“Fuel transit from Iranian ter-
ritory to Afghanistan will help
decrease fuel prices in the coun-
try,” said Mohammad Younus
Momand, the acting head of the
ACCI.

The Kabul Times

KABUL: Hundreds of bottles
of date-expired syrups and hun-
dreds of different medicines have
been seized from Aryana Medical
Complex in district 5 of the capi-
tal Kabul, Afghanistan Food and
Drug Authority said the other day.

 Head of the authority Abdul
Bari Omari said that an investi-
gating from his led administration
has seized hundreds of bottles of
expired syrups and hundreds of

Huge amount of expired
medicines seized in Kabul

illegal medications, including tab-
lets, injections and other similar
medical products, in the Aryana
Medical Complex hospital.

Head of Afghanistan Food and
Drug Authority said on his twit-
ter account that use of the seized
illegal medicines are banned in oth-
er countries, while they are sold
in Aryana Medical Complex on
the people with high prices.

Retweeting the report,

Spokesman of the Islamic Emir-
ate of Afghanistan, Zabihullah
Mujahid asked the physicians and
doctors to avoid selling expired
and illegal medicines and have
mercy on the people. “In order to
earn money, we should seek legit-
imate way, not a way to play with
the destitute people lives,” said
Mujahid hoping the Aryana hos-
pital not to repeat the mistake.

The Kabul Times

KABUL: Military delega-
tions from the Islamic Emirate of
Afghanistan (IEA) and Uzbeki-
stan held a joint meeting on secu-
rity and border issues, Bakhtar
News Agency reported the other
day.

The meeting, which was held
in the Hairatan Port of the coun-
try’s northern province of Balkh,

discussed better security of the
joint border, addressing the chal-
lenges, necessary coordination,

strengthening the relations be-
tween the border forces and other
issues, the agency said.

Both sides agreed to address
their problems through dialogue
and to prevent the possibility of

any border violence in the future,
according to the agency.

“In the meeting, the border
commanders of the northern zone

IEA, Uzbekistan military
delegations meet in Hairatan Port

KABUL: Deputy Publication
Minister of Information and Cul-
ture, Hayatullah Muhajer Farahi,
visited Herat province the other
day, according to Bakhtar News
Agency.

During his visit to the prov-
ince, he met with the head and staff
of the provincial Directorate of
Information and Culture.

Mawlana Haqqani, the pro-
vincial Director of Information
and Culture, welcomed Farahi,
shared details about his led direc-
torate and detailed reports on
youth, historical monuments, in-

Deputy MoIC Farahi visits Herat
formation and tourism, with the
deputy minister.

Haqqani said that in order to
further improve the cultural af-
fairs in Herat province, necessary
facilities needed.

For his part, the deputy Min-
ister of Publication said the Min-
istry of Information and Culture
was greatly ignored in the previ-
ous regime.

Farahi, reaffirm once again
that the Ministry of Information
and Culture will make efforts to
restore the former illusion of pub-
lications.

He assured that efforts under
way for the color printing and ex-
pansion of the newspaper “Faqaz
Islam” published in Herat, and he
will take concrete steps to im-
prove the quality of work of Ba-
khtar News Agency.

Meanwhile, Muhajer Farahi
informed about the visit of the
acting Minister of Information and
Culture to Herat in the near fu-
ture and promised to the head of
information and culture of the said
province that problems will be
address closely.

The Kabul Times

KABUL: About 200 female
students from Pul-e-Khumri, the
provincial capital of Baghlan prov-
ince, who failed to attend schools,

University student teaches 200 Baghlan
girls sewing, tailoring skills, media

were provided the chance to learn
the tailoring profession by Angi-
za Hilal Akbari, a student at the
Baghlan University Journalism

Faculty, in cooperation with some
of her friends, Tolonews, one of
the private TV channels reported
the other day.

According to the TV, Akbari
says that the establishment of this
educational facility is aimed at
ensuring the future self-sufficien-
cy of the Afghan girls.

“They are the ones who do
the actual struggle; in this kind of
situation, while the school’s gates
are closed to them, yet they come
to learn again with lots of excite-
ment, interest and optimism,” said
Angiza Hilal Akbari, director of
the educational center, as quoted
by the media outlet.

Meanwhile, some of the girls
being trained in the center said

they are intending in order to
make up some of their studies
after being banned from attend-
ing school.

“Six members of our family
are studying here in the school.
You should think that six people
from one family are left without
a future,” said Asma Niazi, a stu-
dent.

“Here we teach the female
students to learn something and
make money,” said Samina Mo-
hammad, an instructor at the cen-
ter.

Some of the teachers at this
institution asked the Islamic
Emirate to reopen girls’ schools
across the country.

from Afghanistan side, led by the
commander of the 6th border bri-
gade of 209 Al-Fateh Corps,

Mawlavi Mansoor Jawed, and the
border authorities of Uzbekistan,
led by the commander of the bor-

See P4

der brigade, Colonel Khaleeq Naz-
ar Yaldar,” said the agency.

The Kabul Times
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“Hijab has direct link to morality of individu-
als in society.”

Food for thought
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Ministry of Higher Educa-
tion (MoHE) has informed that
open heart surgery has been
successfully performed for the
first time at the Institute of
Chest, Heart and Vascular Dis-
eases of Kabul Medical Scienc-
es University. According to the
MoHE, the series of the open
heart surgery has been now
officially opened.

The MoHE and Kabul
Medical University leading
group, professors and officials
of various institutions partici-
pated in the ceremony held the

Open heart surgery
successfully performed at
Kabul Medical University

other day at Kabul Medical
University.

In the ceremony, acting
minister of higher education
Mawlavi Abdul Baqi Haqqani
expressed his elation for the
start of open heart surgery at
the institute at the level of the
state medical sector of the
country and congratulated all
the countrymen.

“Currently, services are
provided to the Afghan peo-
ple at the level of the country,
which have not been provided
in the past few decades. It is a

place of pleasure that despite
the negative publicity,”
Haqqani said, adding that the
MoHE is committed to the peo-
ple as they have now profes-
sional doctors and staff mem-
bers who are in the services of
their countrymen in different
fields.

He asked those doctors
and staff members who have
left the country to return to the
country and serve for Afghan
people.

Acting minister of higher
education appreciated the

former head of the Institute of
Chest, Heart and Vascular Dis-
eases of Kabul University of
Medical Sciences, Dr. Abdul
Mutalib Shinwari, the head
physician and professor of the
institute, Dr. Ahmad Fawad
Wardak and the working team
involved in heart surgery for
successfully performing the
first open heart surgery at the
institute.

In an exclusive interview
with the Kabul Times corre-
spondent, head of the chest
and heart and vascular diseas-
es Dr. Abdul Kabir said the first
open heart operation has been
performed on a resident of
Nangarhar Mansour Khan by
professional medic teams of the
hospital.

The chest and cardiovas-
cular institute of Kabul Medi-
cal University has made signif-
icant achievements after the
Islamic Emirate (IEA) takeover.
According to head of the in-
stitute, if the IEA leadership as
well as national and interna-
tional organizations cooperate
the institute in equipping and
strengthening the institute, the
medics and professional cad-
res of the institute are able to
perform any heart surgeries in-
side the country.

It is worth mentioning that
the chest and cardiovascular
institute has various sections
as adult heart surgery, chest
surgery, CT scan, echocardio-
graphy, ultrasound, ATT, x-ray,
BMD, mammography, lab and
pharmacy.

Samiullah Momand

Acting minister of higher education appreciated the former head of the
Institute of Chest, Heart and Vascular Diseases of Kabul University of
Medical Sciences, Dr. Abdul Mutalib Shinwari, the head physician and

professor of the institute, Dr. Ahmad Fawad Wardak and the working team
involved in heart surgery for successfully performing the first open heart

surgery at the institute.

Women should not be seen as a cheap commodity that men can
only enjoy, as the holy Islamic religion raised their status and respect-
ed them as mothers, sisters, daughters or one of the most important,
valuable and respectable being alongside men in the world.

Relations binding men and women together have existed since the
beginning of humanity as Allah the Almighty has created both men
and women from one couple; Adam and Hawa (Peace Be Upon
Them).

In pre-Islamic times, different religions and cultures treated wom-
en variedly. A Jewish woman was considered unclean and she was
not allowed to eat or drink with others, when she was in her menstrual
period.

The Christians deemed the woman an impure creature who was
not fit to touch the scripture (the bible contained sacred writings of
Christianity), while during the age of ignorance (before the holy Is-
lam), some girls would be buried alive at birth or at a very young age,
as the households believed them the source of shame after being
born.

But Islam came to honor women, raise their status and make them
key member of the community, as clearly shown by the holy Prophet
of Islam Mohammad (Peace Be Upon Him), after Allah the Almighty
sent him as his messenger.

The holy prophet says: Allah the Almighty has instructed us to
treat women kindly and live with them in kindness.

The prophet Mohammad (Peace Be Upon Him) was not only the
husband of Bi Bi Khadija (may Allah be pleased with her) but also a
partner of her business.

Also the holy prophet (PBUH) said: The best amongst you are
those who treats their wives the best, and added “indeed, I am the
best amongst you in treating my wives.”

When women were not allowed to get out of home and work
alongside men like sister and brother, then why the prophet of Islam
did not prevent Khadija al-Kubara from her business, as business
affairs are not impossible, unless to be done outside home.

And if women were banned from work within an Islamic system,
then why women had been cooperating with Mujahidin (holy war-
riors) during Jihad against mushrekin (polytheists) at the beginning of
Islam? Women had brought water and foods for the Muslim war-
riors, while they were fighting infidels.

Muslim women, according to the holy Islamic order, has the right
to get educated, work for an Islamic system, take part in business
programs and remain instructors and teachers. But the entire affairs
should be carried out in compliance with the sharia ethics including
hijab and keeping themselves away from the sight vicious individuals.

If women had not the right to get educated, then why Allah the
Almighty ordered his holy prophet Mohammad (PBUH) to ‘read’ an
order that included both men and women as Mohammad (PBUH) is
the leader of both Muslim men and women.

If we want to treat women, we have to follow the orders of Allah
the Almighty and his holy messenger about them, with the best way.

Let’s see women as seen by the great prophet of Islam. Let’s treat
women as treated by the holy prophet and behave toward them as the
holy Islam instructed.

Treat women as the holy prophet

Mohammad (PBUH) instructed
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With arriving almost the
cold season of winter, all the
people particularly Kabul resi-
dents are struggling to provide
their families with coal, gas and
wood to keep their families
warm during cold days of the
winter.

Kabul residents are con-
cerned over increasing of pric-
es of fuel, gas and coal, but
they have no other option ex-
cept providing them for win-
ter.

This year, the price of wood
and coal has increased com-
paring to past few months.

The price of 1 ton of wood
has reached to almost $140
which is very high for unem-
ployed and displaced families
and construction workers in

Arriving winter &
increasing problems of
people in Afghanistan

Kabul. Meanwhile, 1 ton of
coal has reached to almost $200
in Kabul markets.

Due to increasing poverty
and unemployment among the
population, majority of people
can’t afford to buy coal and
wood and provide them for
winter. According to the peo-
ple, most families have lost
sources of income as some
people have no salaries and
the economy has gone to al-
most zero.

People are asking relevant
government organs particularly
the Kabul municipality to con-
trol prices of wood, gas and
coal during the cold season of
winter.  According to the peo-
ple, the security has now im-
proved across the country and

all roads are open but why the
price of basic food commodi-
ties as well as the price of coal,
wood and gas is very high.

“We used to buy a kilo of
gas up to 60 AFG last year, but
the price of 1kg of gas has now
reached to almost 80 AFG,” said
Nasir Ahmad, a government
employee.  He said we did pur-
chase a sack of flour with 1,900
AFG last year, while the price
of one sack of flour has jumped
to almost 2,500 AFG.

Meanwhile, a typical bun-
dle of firewood, weighing
around 1,500Afg, costs the
equivalent of just a few dollars.
For families waiting for basic
food commodities from any
welfare or humanitarian orga-
nizations the whole month,

purchasing wood, gas and coal
with high price is so difficult.

Also for families teetering
on the edge, the most recent
of the World Food Program
(WFP) report indicated that
more than 90 percent of Af-
ghans may face abject poverty
by the end of 2022 — even this
price can be out of reach.
Work is scarce, and Afghan
families are often large; it’s not
uncommon for a single bread-
winner to support 10 or more
people, from newborn babies
to elderly grandparents. This
comes amid of continued world
sanctions on Afghanistan,
which has put negative im-
pacts on the country’s eco-
nomic situation.

Mohammad Daud

 Kabul city is famous among
foreign visitors for its Chicken
Street where everything antique
and suspicious can be found, ex-
cept chickens. The street was once
a place for killing chickens and big
market of chickens and eggs.

During 1960s, the street was
named as Chickens Street, but by
passing years the street gradually
changed to market for selling an-
tiques, artworks, oriental rugs and
different precious stones.

The two blocks long, the
street has now 3,500 small and
big shops selling jewelry, an-
tiques, knickknacks, artworks,
oriental rugs and carpets, leather
and precious stones and rings.

Until 2007 when hundreds of
foreign visitors used to visit Kab-
ul, the Chicken Street witnessed
increasing number of customers
buying antiques, artworks and
different Afghanistan-made rugs
and carpets.

Kabul Chicken Street with
no considerable customers

Ahmad Esazada, who has
spent years of his life on Chicken
Street, says insecurities increased
following security incidents after
2007 and the street started to lose
its foreign customers. After 2014
when the U.S. troop withdrawal
started from Afghanistan, the
street lost majority of its custom-
ers.

Currently, customers of any
sort are thin on the ground. Most
of the shops once had dozens of
customers on daily basis have
now zero customers at any given
moment. Most customers are now
Afghan visitors who sometimes
come from provinces and visit
Kabul.

Shopkeepers of antiques and
jewelry street are asking the Is-
lamic Emirate to pay attention to
the worst condition of the Chick-
en Street.

“If the IEA does not pay par-
ticular attention to the antiques

selling market, the street will soon
change to home of restaurants and
beverages selling shops,” Essaza-
da said.

In most dozens shops in both
lanes of the Chicken Street, almost
anything can be found carved from
lapis lazuli, a semiprecious, deep
blue gemstone native to Afghani-
stan. Globes of the world, tables,
crockery, necklaces of thousands
of beads are all typically sold by
their weight in lapis.

Hardly anyone is left on
Chicken Street who can remem-
ber when it sold chickens, it was
so long ago.

 Most shopkeepers started
their business in 1975, and re-
called a few chicken shops in
those days, when it was a poor
neighborhood in the center of the
city, but later tourist booms drove
rents up and chickens out.

Saida Ahmadi
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Afghan advertisement
Afghanistan Telecommunication Regulatory Authority, now invites expression of interest from

eligible and qualified firms and companies to indicate interest in providing the services (External
Audit of the financial statement of ATRA and TDF for the years 1398, 1399 and 1400)

The (REOI) and (TOR) can be accessed through ATRA  formal websites(www.atra.gov.af)  and
by sending to emails ,which are given below, or can visit to the contracts  department in 13th floor of
MCIT’building Muhammad jan khan watt,in order,to receive the soft copies.

The interesting documents can be delivered in accordance (TOR) and (REOI) requirements to
the contracts procurement department in 13th floor MCIT building for 14 days as of advertisement
/ realizing date .

The interested consultancy firms ,who submit their EOI soft documents to the emails which are
given below they must submit the hard documents within 7 days after valid date,Otherwise,they
will be disqualified.

REQUEST FOR EXPRESSIONS OF INTEREST(REOI)

Procurement Entity Afghanistan Telecommunication Regulatory Authority

Funded By ATRA FUND.

Item Description/Ref No.
External Audit of the financial statement of ATRA and TDF

for the year 1398, 1399 and 1400,

ATRA-NCB-1401-02

Deadline For EOI

Submission

for 14 days as of advertisement / realizing date

Address for Submission Of

EOIs

Procurement Directorate 13th Floor MCIT Building

Muhammad Jan Khan Watt Kabul Afghanistan

,And consultants can Submit EOI through emails as well

,which are given below.

REOI & TOR are available at www.atra.gov.af

‘In case of any problems in downloading,may obtain the

same by sending e-mail at the address given below

email addresses: m.habibi@atra.gov.af.,

mbaharsafi@gmail.com , s.hussainkhil @atra.gov.af

World Post Day is celebrated
each year on 9 October. The event
was declared by the 1969 Univer-
sal Postal Congress in Tokyo as a
means to mark the anniversary of
the Universal Postal Union’s
(UPU) creation in 1874.

The purpose of World Post
Day is to bring awareness to the
Post’s role in the everyday lives
of people and businesses, as well
as its contribution to global social
and economic development.

As a result, the UPU’s mem-
ber countries are encouraged to
organize their own national activ-
ities to celebrate the event, includ-
ing everything from the introduc-
tion or promotion of new postal
products and services, to the or-
ganization of open days at post
offices, mail centers and postal

Universal Postal Union considered as 2nd
old international organization in world

museums.
The theme for 2022 World

Post Day is “Post for Planet.”
There are so many elements of
daily business that Posts are al-
ready making more sustainable to
ensure a greener planet for future
generations. It would be impossi-
ble to portray them all these initi-
atives in one poster, so this year’s
artwork represents a simplified
visual message on the Post’s con-
tribution to an environmentally
sustainable future.

As the central image, the plan-
et Earth features a clear distinc-
tion between night and day. Aside
from representing contrast, night
and day also represent continuity
and evolution. On our spinning
Earth, things are never idle; they
are constantly moving and chang-

ing.
The Post has a presence ev-

erywhere on our planet. In this
sense, dashed lines illustrate the
connection between distant re-
gions, where the Post can reach
those in even the most remote
places on our planet to offer a
wide range of services to every-
one.

The dominant color featured
in the design is green, which is
often first associated with ecolo-
gy or nature. But green also rep-
resents growth and renewal. In
psychology, green is often inter-
preted as a color associated with
optimism, and in this case, it al-
ludes to new beginnings. Whether
while delivering parcels and let-
ters, or financial services, social
and health services, or humanitar-

ian aid, Posts are working to de-
liver more sustainably. The 2022
World Post Day design encourag-
es Posts to continue leading by
example in this pursuit.

In Afghanistan, the Afghan
Post has been delivering postal
services across the country for
more than a century. The Afghan
Post, which is an active member
of the Universal Postal Union
(UPU) and EMS Cooperative, is
safely and rapidly delivering its
postal services through its 463
post offices to the world coun-
tries and all provinces inside the
country.

Currently, the Afghan Post is
distributing documents, higher
education certificates and pass-
ports through its 16 post offices
to the people in Kabul city. Be-
sides, passports are distributed to
the people through its provincial
post offices in all provinces of the
country.

The Afghan Post is delivering
postal services to mostly govern-
ment institutions.

It has also the capacity to de-
liver postal services to other pri-
vate institutions and individuals
in the country. Its services are
cheap; therefore, the people usu-
ally prefer to refer the Afghan Post
to send or receive their documents.

According to officials of the
Afghan Post, the Afghan Post is
making effort to keep maintenance
of good relations with post offic-
es of other countries in the world.

It is worth mentioning that
postal services were started for
the first time during the kingdom
of Amir Shir Ali Khan in 1870s.
The current Afghan Post is now
making effort to deliver standard
postal services worldwide.

Zarabi
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Armenia and

Azerbaijan agree

to civilian EU
mission

alongside border
The European Council on Fri-

day said Armenia and Azerbaijan
have agreed to a civilian EU mis-
sion alongside the countries’ bor-
der, where the worst fighting be-
tween the two ex-Soviet states
since 2020 killed more than 200
people late last month.

It also said the next meeting
of a border delimitation commis-
sion will take place in Brussels
by the end of October.

The agreement was reached
after Azeri President Ilham Aliyev,
Armenian Prime Minister Nikol
Pashinyan, French President Em-
manuel Macron and European
Council President Charles Michel
met in Prague on Thursday on the
margins of the first gathering of
the European Political Communi-
ty.

“Armenia and Azerbaijan con-
firmed their commitment to the
Charter of the United Nations and
the Alma Ata 1991 Declaration
through which both recognize each
other’s territorial integrity and
sovereignty,” the European Coun-
cil said in a statement.

The civilian European Union
mission will start in October for a
maximum of two months.

“The aim of this mission is to
build confidence and, through its
reports, to contribute to the bor-
der commissions,” the Council
said.

The conflict between Arme-
nia and Azerbaijan is linked to
decades-old hostilities over con-
trol of the Nagorno-Karabakh re-
gion, internationally recognized as
part of Azerbaijan but until 2020
largely controlled by the majority
ethnic Armenian population.

Alarabiya

Ukrainian strike on bus in
Kherson region kills at least five

At least five people were
killed and as many injured after
Ukrainian forces shelled a bus in
the Russian-controlled part of
Ukraine’s southern Kherson re-
gion, Russia’s TASS news agency
reported on Friday.

Russian-installed authorities

in the region said the strike took
place as the bus drove civilians
across a bridge near the village of
Darivka. Reuters was not able to
independently verify the report.

Videos shared by the Russian
armed forces news outlet Zvezda
showed the burnt out wreckage

of what appeared to be the chas-
sis of a bus and a badly-damaged
van behind it with smoke pouring
out its front compartment.

“Ambulance crews promptly
arrived at the scene and provided
emergency medical treatment to
the victims,” a Telegram channel
run by the Russian-installed
health authorities said.

The Daryivskiy bridge, which
spans nearly 100 meters (yards),
is one of the only Russian-con-
trolled crossings across the Inhu-
lets river, a tributary of the vast
Dnipro. The bridge is strategical-
ly important as it joins two Rus-
sian-occupied areas of the region
and is just 20 kilometers (12
miles) north-east of Kherson city.

It has come under shelling at
least twice and Ukrainian forces
said in August they had put it out
of action. Alarabiya

North Korea carries
out sixth missile

launch in two weeks
North Korea fired another two

ballistic missiles on Thursday -
the sixth such banned launch in
less than two weeks.

Pyongyang on Wednesday
described its recent blitz as "just
counteraction measures" to joint
US and South Korean military
drills.

On Tuesday Pyongyang fired
a missile over Japan, prompting
the US to call an emergency UN
Security Council meeting.

At the meeting the US accused
Russia and China of protecting the
North from stronger sanctions.

By opposing further sanc-
tions Moscow and Beijing had
given Pyongyang "blanket protec-
tion", the US ambassador to the
UN said. The Chinese and Rus-
sian representatives said increased
dialogue was better than punish-
ment.

For the past two months the
US, South Korea and Japan have
been holding a series of combined
exercises as they practice how to
defeat and deter a North Korean
attack. These drills have antago-
nised North Korean leader Kim
Jong-un, who sees them as proof
his enemies are preparing for war.

In its statement the North ac-
cused the US of "escalating the
military tensions on the Korean
peninsula".

On Wednesday the US, Japan

and South Korea carried out fur-
ther drills, which they said were a
response to Tuesday's launch.
The US said there was "no equiv-
alency" between a banned missile
test-fire and security drills.

The US also redeployed its
aircraft carrier the USS Ronald
Reagan near the Korean peninsu-
la.

South Korea and Japan said
the first of Thursday's missiles,
launched at about 06:00 local time
(21:00 GMT) flew about 350km
(217 miles) with a maximum alti-
tude of around 100km, while the
second missile had a flight range
of about 800km at an altitude of
around 50km.

The recent flurry of launches
is strongly reminiscent of the pe-
riod leading up to its last nuclear
weapon test in 2017.

Back then, as is happening
now, the North tested missiles,
there was no dialogue with the US,
and Pyongyang fired two missiles
over Japan.

What are North Korea's nu-
clear capabilities?

Satellite imagery shows that
the North has been restoring tun-
nels at their nuclear testing site,
which they had claimed to have
destroyed in 2018 during a short-
lived diplomatic rapprochement
with the US under President
Trump.

Imran
Khan: ‘This
government

will push
Pakistan to
the brink’

Islamabad, Pakistan – Imran
Khan, the former prime minister
of Pakistan, has attacked the gov-
ernment over its handling of the
economy and has once again called
for swift elections in the country.

“The problem is this govern-
ment will push Pakistan to the
brink. What if the economy tanks
and we default? It will be beyond
all of us,” Khan said on Thursday
during an interaction with Al
Jazeera and other foreign media
outlets in capital Islamabad.

Pakistan’s already struggling
economy was further racked by
unprecedented floods this sum-
mer, with the government estimat-
ing the total loss at $30bn.

However, Pakistan was bat-
tling dwindling foreign exchange
reserves and a nose-diving curren-
cy even before the floods that
killed more than 1,700 people and
destroyed homes, roads and rail
networks.

According to a World Bank
report, Pakistan’s poverty rate is
likely to rise between 2.5 and 4
percentage points due to the
floods. Nearly 20 percent of its
220 million people are already
below the poverty line.

On Wednesday, the Asian
Development Bank announced a
$2.5bn package for the flood-hit
country, days after the World
Bank pledged $2bn in aid. In late
August, the International Mone-
tary Fund announced a $1.17bn
bailout package.

Khan said the economy will
be a challenge for the next govern-
ment, which he was confident of
forming.

“I don’t know at what stage
will we inherit the economy. But
I expect a very grave situation, far
worse than the state of economy
we took over back in 2018,” the
cricketing icon-turned-politician
said. Aljazeera

Eid-Milad-un-Nabi or Eid-
e-Milad marks the birth of the
Prophet Mohammad (PBUH).
The day is marked in Kabul and
all other provinces of Afghan-
istan by holding ceremonies,
recitation of the Holy Quran
and hearing to tradition of the
Prophet. In gatherings, reli-
gious ulamas invite the people

Marking of Milad-ul-Nabi with
start of history of freedom

to follow the Sunna and tradi-
tion of the Prophet of Islam.

The Day is considered an
important day for Muslims all
across the world as it is a re-
minder of the kindness, com-
passion and teachings of the
Prophet of Islam. The teaching
of Prophet Mohammad (PBUH)
proves to be valuable to the

community.
This day is observed on

the 12th day of Rabi-ul Awwal,
the third month of the Islamic
calendar. The festival is marked
differently by the Muslims.
Most Muslim community cel-
ebrates this auspicious day on
the 12th of the Islamic month
of Rabi-ul-Awwal.

The celebration of Eid-e-
Milad is one of the ways Mus-
lims pay tribute, respect, hon-
or, and shower their love to-
wards the last prophet of Is-
lam Mohammad (PBUH).

Different people observe
the day in different ways.

The Muslim people of Af-
ghanistan usually mark the
birthday of the Prophet of Is-
lam by holding sessions and
gatherings in which ulamas and
religious figures talk about the
life of the Prophet.

The Prophet Mohammad
(PBUH) was born in Makkah
on 12 Rabi-ul-Awwal.

 By his 6th birthday, Mo-
hammad (PBUH) was an or-
phan and was raised by his
uncle Abu Talib and his grand-
father Abdul-Muttalib. He
learned about business from
his uncle and earned a reputa-
tion as a trustworthy trader.

It was not until Mohammad
was 40 years old that he was
commanded by the angel Gab-
riel, who carried God’s mes-
sage, to declare God’s oneness
and to shun the idolatry of his
tribesmen.  Over the following
20 years, his preaching of the
Qur’an which was revealed to
him would establish one of the
world’s great religions, Islam.

Around the Islamic world,
Mohammad’s birthday is cele-
brated with religious lectures
and recitals of verses from the
Quran, in mosques decorated
with lights to mark the occa-
sion.  Saida Ahmadi

US aircraft carrier in new drills
as North Korean tension simmers

The nuclear-powered aircraft
carrier USS Ronald Reagan has
launched a new round of naval
drills with South Korean warships
in response to North Korea’s lat-
est launch of ballistic missiles and
the flying of warplanes near the
South Korean border.

The Reagan aircraft carrier and
its battle group returned to wa-
ters near the Korean peninsula and
began two days of drills on Fri-
day aimed at bolstering South
Korean and United States defence
capabilities, South Korea’s Joint
Chiefs of Staff said in a statement.

“We will continue to strength-
en our operational capabilities and
readiness to respond to any prov-
ocations by North Korea through
joint drills,” the joint chiefs said

in a statement on Friday.
The US naval strike group had

already participated in missile
defence exercises with warships
from Japan and South Korea fol-
lowing North Korea’s launch of a
ballistic missile on Tuesday that
overflew part of Japan.

On Thursday, Pyongyang
launched two more short-range
ballistic missiles into waters off
its east coast and later flew eight
fighter jets and four bombers in
formation just dozens of kilome-
tres from the inter-Korean border.

South Korea’s air force scram-
bled 30 military planes in re-
sponse to what is believed to have
been the largest deployment of
North Korean warplanes near the
South Korean border.

The US Department of De-
fense said that in response to
North Korea’s “provocative ac-
tions” this week, the Ronald Re-
agan carrier strike group had been
joined in the Sea of Japan by Jap-
anese and South Korean navy de-
stroyers to conduct ballistic mis-
sile defence exercises.

“These exercises send a clear
message of allied unity,” Penta-
gon Press Secretary Air Force
Brigadier General Pat Ryder said
on Thursday, adding that the US,
Japan and South Korea would be
“resolute against those who chal-
lenge regional stability”.

North Korea said earlier this
week that it had launched the bal-
listic missile over Japan in re-
sponse to the US carrier group’s
earlier training with South Kore-
an navy ships.

The North’s foreign ministry
said on Thursday that the US na-
val redeployment posed “a seri-
ous threat to the stability of the
situation on the Korean peninsu-
la and in its vicinity”.

Pyongyang has long viewed
joint US-South Korean military
exercises as preparations for in-
vasion and the latest drills will like-
ly be met with a response from
North Korea.

Aljazeera

However, the deputy of the
Baghlan Department of Educa-
tion said that all facilities are in
place for the province’s girls’
schools to reopen. “We also hope
that girls’ schools from the sev-

enth grade up to the twelfth grade
will be reopened in Baghlan prov-
ince,” said Sarajuddin Sadat, dep-
uty of the Baghlan department of
education was quoted by the TV
as saying. According to the

Baghlan department of educa-
tion’s figures, the province has
more than 50 high schools for
girls, with close to 100,000 fe-
male students. However, this
number has now dropped.

The Kabul Times
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