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KABUL: The Islamic Emir-
ate of Afghanistan has denied the
UN Special Rapporteur’s claims
of violation of human rights in
Panjshir province.

“The court will investigate if
there was any question about vi-
olation of human rights in the

Islamic Emirate denies UN Special
Rapporteur’s claims in Panjshir

KABUL: The National Statis-
tics and Information Authority
(NSIA) revenues to be connected
with RMIS system, the office said
in a statement the other day.

The tripartite meeting on sign-

ing Memorandum of Understand-
ing (MoU) for the collection of
revenues in electronic form and the
connection of the Revenue Infor-
mation and Management System
(RMIS) with the billing issue sys-
tem of the National Statistics and
Information Authority was held
the other day.

The meeting was attended by

NSIA revenue to be
connected with RMIS system

the leadership of the Ministry of
Finance, the National Statistics
and Information Authority and
Da Afghanistan Bank.

The Memorandum of Under-
standing was made in compliance

with the Resolution No. 5 of the
cabinet of the Islamic Emirate of
Afghanistan, which states: “It was
decided that transfer of all reve-
nues of government departments
and services should be changed to
banking system.”

The aims of the MoU is to
accelerate the revenue collection
process of the National Statistics

and Information Authority and
simultaneously transferring the
collected revenue to its bank ac-
count in Da Afghanistan Bank.

Also, to bring transparency in
the process of revenue collection

in exchange of services provided
by the National Statistics and In-
formation Administration, accord-
ing to the statement.

The statement added that pre-
venting physically collection of
money and eradicating corruption,
was also one of the aims of the
memorandum of understanding.

The Kabul Times

KABUL: Acting Ambassador
of the Islamic Emirate of Afghan-
istan for Doha, the capital of Qa-
tar Dr. Mohammad Naeem, par-
ticipated in the United Nations
Day 2022 marked in that coun-
try, Afghanistan Embassy to Qa-
tar said in a statement.

Dr. Ahmed bin Hassen Al
Hammadi, Secretary General of
the Ministry of Foreign of Qatar,
Ms. Maryam Bin Abdullah Al
Attiyah, Chairperson of the Na-

IEA acting ambassador for Qatar
attends UN Day 2022 ceremony

tional Human Rights Committee,
Salah Khalid, the UNESCO rep-
resentative for the Gulf in Doha,
officials and representatives of
various departments of the Unit-
ed Nations and officials of the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs of
Qatar have attended the anniver-
sary, the statement said.

 Ambassadors and represen-
tatives of foreign countries, pro-
fessors and academic personalities
and journalists also participated

in this meeting, according to the
statement.

United Nations Day marks
the anniversary of the entry into
force in 1945 of the UN Charter.
With the ratification of this found-
ing document by the majority of
its signatories, including the five
permanent members of the Secu-
rity Council, the UN officially
came into being.

The Kabul Times

KABUL: Government offi-
cials visited the Shah-o-Arus dam
to assess the overall quality after
a widespread concern over the al-
leged cracks of the dam on August
26, the Ministry of Energy and
Water said in a statement the oth-
er day. The ministry said that
work on the Shah-o-Arus dam
construction will be accelerated,
months after concerns over allege

In late August, officials of the
Islamic Emirate and technical team
visited the dam for close evalua-
tion to address the so-called cracks
on the dame that yet has to be

Officials speed up construction
of Shah-o-Arus dam

inaugurated.
According to the statement,

discussions between ministry’s
representatives and Iranian dip-
lomats have been held in an at-
tempt to resolve the Shah-o-Arus
dam’s issues and accelerate con-
struction.

“The otherday, deputy Min-
ister of Water and Energy, Mujib
Rahman Omar met with Iranian
Ambassador and Counselor Has-
san Shirazi, and discussed with
him the remaining work on the
Shah-o-Arous dam and solving the
problems of the dam,” said Akhtar

Mohammad Nasrat, spokesman
of the ministry, as TOLOnews
quoted.

An Austrian company will
create mechanical and electrical
equipment, and “whenever this
company makes this equipment,
it will be transferred to Afghani-
stan and put in the Shah-o-Arus
project.”

“With this equipment, the
project will be completed and put
into use,” said Aminullah Ehsas,
the project manager of the dam.

Meanwhile, Hamidullah
Yalani, former minister of Water

supply agency, highlighted the
importance of such dams in Af-
ghanistan, saying it would help in
agriculture and overall needs of
people.

“The Shah-o-Arus dam or any
other dam that is created in Af-
ghanistan will first have a lot of
positive effects on the people’s
morale and will continue to
strengthen agricultural and water
management,” he said.

Shah-o-Arus dam is a 75m
high concrete gravity dam located
in the Shakardara District of Kab-
ul Province in Afghanistan. It has
a 60m wide three-bay spillway
and is mainly geared towards pro-
vision of irrigation water as well
as flood control and reliable year-
round fresh water supply.

Construction of the dam has
long been proposed by the Afghan
government. The bidding process
deadline of the dam was on 24
March 2014, in which an Iranian
company known as Tablieh and
Parhoon Tarh JV was chosen as
the main contractor for the
project, according to media.

Its work was to build the
Shah-o-Arus irrigation and hydro-
power project, which included a
rock-filled dam, intake, power-
house, pickup weir with balanc-
ing reservoir and head regulators,
and right and left side main ca-
nals. The Design-Build contract
was awarded to Alborz Sazeh
Company. The Kabul Times

province,” the deputy spokesman
of the Islamic Emirate Belal Kari-
mi said.

The deputy spokesman called
on Richard Bennett to form its
report based on the realities in Af-
ghanistan.

“The rights of all people of

Afghanistan are protected under
the Islamic Emirate If any viola-
tion occurred somewhere and
someone was treated mistakenly,
it will be investigated by the Is-
lamic Emirate,” said the deputy
spokesman.

UN special rapporteur Rich-

ard Bennett said on Twitter that

he has met with scores of stake-

holders including female and male

reps of civil society from several

provinces, during his visit to Af-

ghanistan.

The Kabul Times

KABUL: The Ministry of Hajj and Religious Affairs has asked the residents to avoid hunting animals and birds in the country’s western
Farah province.

“Through religious clerics, the officials of the provincial Hajj and Religious Affairs in Farah, asked the entire residents of the province to not
hunt animals and birds,” said the ministry in a statement released to media.

Residents of Farah welcomed the order and said they were happy for the prohibition of the hunting of animals and birds.
Meanwhile, a Qatari aid institution that breeds and raises wild animals and rare birds released them into the desert in Farah, according to a

media source. Officials of the institution said that the purpose of this work is to prevent the extinction of these animals and birds.
“This institution can prevent the extinction of these animals and return them to the desert,” said Fazal Ahmad, a veterinarian of the Algharrafa

Foundation, as quoted by ToloNews TV. The Kabul Times

Rare animal, birds hunting
prohibited in Farah, official

KABUL: Work project on a
drug addict hospital with the ca-
pacity up to 5,000 patients is due
to be completed in the country’s
capital Kabul, Mawlavi Hayatul-
lah Muhajer Farahi the Deputy
Publication Minister of Informa-
tion and Culture twitted the other
day.

“Up to 90 percent of work

Work on large drug addict
hospital to be completed soon

on the hospital has been done and
the remaining is said to be com-
pleted soon,” said the deputy
minister in his twitter.

The drug addicts would be
provided with various professions
and religious teachings besides
being treatment in the hospital,
said the twit.

After the issuance of a decree

from the IEA Supreme Leader,
drug cultivation, production and
trafficking have been banned in the
country. This is to be noted that
during the paste governments,
hundreds of millions of U.S. dol-
lars have poured in the country,
but the number of addicts in-
creased instead of decrease.

The Kabul Times

KABUL: Praised over by Deputy Prime Minister Mawlavi Abdul Kabir, the political commission meeting of the Islamic Emirate of Afghan-
istan (IEA) was held at the Sapidar Palace, the Arg said in its official twitter account.

In the meeting, the current situation of the country, political developments, strengthening of national unity and how to solve the available
challenges, were discussed and necessary decisions were made.The Kabul Times

Deputy PM Mawlavi Kabir chairs
political commission meeting

“The rights of all people of Afghanistan are protected under the Islamic Emirate If any
violation occurred somewhere and someone was treated mistakenly, it will be investigated by
the Islamic Emirate,” said the deputy spokesman.
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“Hijab has direct link to morality of individu-
als in society.”

Food for thought
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A
fghanistan Ministry of
Foreign Affairs
(MoFA) in a state-

ment has expressed concern that
a U.S. soldier has abducted a mi-
nor girl, whose family had been
killed in the bombardment of U.S.
forces in Afghanistan. The Islam-
ic Emirate (IEA) is making effort
to seek safe and early release of
the baby girl.

According to the MoFA state-
ment, the IEA has received infor-
mation that a U.S. marine soldier
Joshua Mast had abducted an Af-
ghan baby girl in Virginia. He had
been keeping her as his family
member. The family members of
this girl had been killed in the bom-
bardment of U.S. forces in Af-
ghanistan. The U.S. soldier had
separated this girl from her rela-
tives.

This comes after an Afghan
parents accused the U.S. marine
solider for adducting their baby
girl.

The baby girl had been res-
cued two years earlier from the
rubble of a U.S. military raid that
killed her parents and five siblings.
After months in a U.S. military
hospital, she had gone to live with

 Afghan parent accuse U.S. marine
of abducting their baby girl

her cousin and his wife, this new-
lywed couple. Now, the family
was bound for the United States
for further medical treatment, with
the aid of U.S. Marine Corps at-
torney Joshua Mast.

When the exhausted Afghans
arrived at the airport in Washing-
ton, D.C., in late August 2021,
Mast pulled them out of the in-
ternational arrivals line and led
them to an inspecting officer, ac-
cording to a lawsuit they filed last
month. They were surprised
when Mast presented an Afghan
passport for the child, the couple
said. But it was the last name
printed on the document that
stopped them cold: Mast.

They didn’t know it, but they
would soon lose their baby.

This is a story about how one
U.S. Marine became fiercely de-
termined to bring home an Afghan
war orphan, and praised it as an
act of Christian faith to save her.
Letters, emails and documents
submitted in federal filings show
that he used his status in the U.S.
Armed Forces, appealed to high-
ranking Trump administration of-
ficials and turned to small-town
courts to adopt the baby, unbe-

knownst to the Afghan couple rais-
ing her 11,000 km away.

The little girl, now 3.5 years
old, is at the center of a high-stakes
tangle of at least four court cases.
The Afghan couple, desperate to
get her back, has sued Mast and
his wife, Stephanie Mast. But the
Masts insist they are her legal
parents and “acted admirably” to
protect her. They’ve asked a fed-
eral judge to dismiss the lawsuit.

The ordeal has drawn in the
U.S. departments of Defense, Jus-
tice and State, which have argued
that the attempt to spirit away a
citizen of another country could
significantly harm military and
foreign relations. It has also meant
that a child who survived a vio-
lent raid, was hospitalized for
months and escaped the fall of
Afghanistan has had to split her
short life between two families,
both of which now claim her.

Five days after the Afghans
arrived in the U.S., they say Mast
— custody papers in hand —
took her away.

The Afghan woman collapsed
onto the floor and pleaded with
the Marine to give her baby back.
Her husband said Mast had called

him “brother” for months; so he
begged him to act like one, with
compassion. Instead, the Afghan
family claims in court papers,
Mast shoved the man and
stomped his foot.

That was more than a year ago.
The Afghan couple hasn’t seen her
since.

“After they took her, our
tears never stop,” the woman told
The Associated Press. “Right
now, we are just dead bodies. Our
hearts are broken. We have no
plans for a future without her.
Food has no taste and sleep gives
us no rest.” Expressing concern
over the matter, the Afghanistan
foreign ministry said that the is-
sue would be taken up with the
U.S. officials to ensure that the
girl was returned to her family.

“The U.S. and its allies have
taken thousands of Afghan peo-
ple out of Afghanistan. They have
been kept in various camps with-
out a clear future,” MoFA said,
calling on the respective countries
to provide human and legal rights
to the Afghan refugees as per the
international laws.

Zarabi

The recent changes in Afghanistan and eruption and continuation
of war in Ukraine have become an undeniable excuse for the mafia
groups to destabilize the price of foreign currencies and raise the
prices of food items.

By each passing day, the mafia networks, under different pretexts
are attempting to raise the prices, such as food staff, fuel and medica-
tions, as they did during the past dark regimes of the so-called repub-
lic.

This is why the people of Afghanistan wholeheartedly welcomed
the Islamic Emirate and supported its return to power everywhere in
the country.

The people openheartedly, announced their support to the forces
of the Islamic Emirate, as they have been fed up with the so long
torture and economic disorders from these mafia networks during the
past corrupt systems.

This is a fact that the Islamic Emirate has done much for the people
and the country over the past more than one year of its return to
power and worked hard for the restoration of countrywide security,
but the nation’s demand and expectation are more than what has been
done.

Besides being happy with sure nationwide security, they expect the
authorities of the current government to help decrease the prices,
stabilize the national currency and provide job opportunities for mil-
lions of people.

They ask the Islamic Emirate to soon arrange an Islamic curricu-
lum for both the ministries of education and higher education and
reopen the doors of schools for thousands of girls across the coun-
try, as they can also take part in building the future of their Islamic
country, alongside their male brothers.

The related officials of the Islamic Emirate should try their best to
prevent any malicious circles interfering in the internal affairs of the
country, in term of politics, economics and other issues and do their
best to foil their conspiracies, before being spread.

There should be high difference between the ways of governance
of the previous so-called republic regimes and the Islamic system,
which is now restored with the cooperation of the Afghan Muslim
nation

More importantly, the poverty-stricken people of Afghanistan are
facing the upcoming harsh winter. They have no enough economic
capability to buy fuel, as the prices have skyrocketed. They can pay
for the medicine of their ailing family members nor are they capable to
pay for their house rent, as most of Kabul citizens are living in rental
houses.

If the related organs of the Islamic Emirate once pay visit to the
Kabul city markets, they can find how many insincere traders are
hoarding food items and primary materials.

So, they should do their best to prevent such unfairness and wrong-
doing of the dealers and arrest them and punish them in accordance
with the law, in order to become an example for others in the future.

Economic mafia still misusing
opportunity to destabilize situation
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Increasing unemployment in
Afghanistan has changed to a se-
rious concern among the people
in the country as the unemploy-
ment has doubled the people’s
problems. Current poverty in the
country has various factors. For
example, increasing unemploy-
ment, dependency to foreign aids,
unfair distribution of humanitari-
an aids, continued drought and
recent floods are a range of fac-
tors that have doubled problems
of the country’s population.

With the Islamic Emirate of
Afghanistan (IEA) takeover in
mid-August last year, most inter-
national organizations stopped ac-
tivities. Besides, a range of gov-
ernment institutions as national
assembly and ministry of women
affairs have been cancelled, which
has resulted in increasing unem-
ployment in the country.

Another factor that has dou-
bled unemployment among Af-
ghans is the suspension of most
international organizations in the
country. A large number of Af-
ghans were working at national and
international organizations oper-
ating in various provinces of the

Increasing concern over high
unemployment rate in Afghanistan

country. With suspension of most
of these organizations the people
lost their jobs.

Based on recent report re-
leased by the United Nations De-
velopment Program(UNDP), near-
ly 700,000 jobs have vanished,
reeling from impacts of the COV-
ID-19 pandemic, conflict and
drought. Increasing unemploy-
ment in the country has cut down
the economic development by 20
percent.

In its report, the United Na-
tions Development Program
(UNDP) says a year after the IEA
takeover in Afghanistan, the coun-
try faces “cascading crises” and a
crippled economy that humani-
tarian aid alone cannot address.

The report calculates that the
already-declining licit Afghan econ-
omy lost nearly US$5 billion af-
ter August 2021 and is reversing
“in 12 months what had taken 10
years to accumulate.”

Previously, the World Bank’s
report on Afghanistan had said
that the country’s economy con-
tracted by 20.7 percent in 2021,
adding that the sudden cession of
aid led to dramatic drop in public

spending and aggregate demand,
shrinking household incomes and
reducing consumption. The report
also said that the country’s un-
employment rate started increas-
ing in 2021 and jumped to 13.28
percent.  On the other hand,
UNDP has launched, as part of
the overall UN response to the
crisis in Afghanistan, an area-
based approach to development
emergency initiatives, known as
ABADEI. This means working
directly with Afghans in need at
the community level through
cash-for-work projects, local mar-
ket stimulation, and livelihood
schemes to improve food securi-
ty.  UNDP will also support a
series of programs that facilitate
the rebound of private sector and
financial services, technical and
vocational education, solar pow-
er generation, and health systems
management and service delivery.

“We are grateful for the $300
million in funding provided for our
work on livelihoods as part of the
overall crisis response in Afghan-
istan, but much more is needed
for economic recovery,” UNDP
Resident Representative Abdallah

Al Dardari said. “Afghans are run-
ning out of time and resources.
Afghanistan needs support from
the international community to
bring back to life local markets and
small businesses which are the
backbone of Afghanistan’s econo-
my.”

Meanwhile, a spokesperson
of the ministry of economy by
pointing to continued efforts of
the Islamic Emirate towards cre-
ating job opportunities for the
people stressed that one of the
main goals of the IEA particularly
the ministry of economy was to
create job, reduce poverty and
work for a sustainable economic
development of Afghanistan, add-
ing that agriculture, extraction of
mines and management of the
country’s water would be used for
creating jobs for the people.  It is
worth mentioning that two de-
cades of heavy dependence on in-
ternational aid and imports, a lack
of industrialization and competi-
tiveness, and limited mobility and
connectivity among regions,
among other factors, have hin-
dered Afghanistan’s forward mo-
mentum. Shukria Kohistani

A number of Kabul residents
have asked for resumption of pass-
port distribution process in Kab-
ul, the capital. Almost three
weeks back, the passport depart-
ment stopped distribution process
of the passport in Kabul.

The country’s Ministry of
Interior (MoI) had previously
said that the passport department
has stopped operations due to
some technical problems. Accord-
ing to MoI, the department of
passport is working to bring the
distribution process of the pass-
port as normal once the technical
problems are addressed.

On the other hand, a number
of residents of Kabul particularly
those whose family members are
sick and seeking medical treatment
in neighboring countries say they
are facing with lots of problems
due to not having passports.

Kabul residents ask for
resumption of passport

distribution process

Currently, thousands of peo-
ple have applied to get passports,
but due to some technical prob-
lems, the applicants’ applications
have been in pending. They asked
the passport department for ear-
ly resumption of the passport
distribution process.

Earlier, the passport depart-
ment had announced the suspen-
sion of the distribution of pass-
ports, saying it was considering
bringing positive changes to its
technical and equipment sections
in a bid to provide better services
to clients.

According to officials of the
passport department, as 4 – 5,000
passports are processed and dis-
tributed at the center, most ma-
chines have lost their original qual-
ity over time and needed to be re-
paired or replaced; therefore, the
department planned to suspend

the operation for a period of time.
Kabul residents particularly

those that have submitted their
applications to get passports have
urged the Islamic Emirate to ad-
dress the technical problems as
soon as possible or find another
way of issuing and distributing
passports to those who need them
urgently.

It is worth mentioning that the
Ministry of Interior (MoI) of the
Islamic Emirate has recently ap-
pointed Mawlavi Abdul Karim
Hassib as new head of the pass-
port department. According to a
statement released by the MoI,
Mawlavi Abdul Karim Hassib was
introduced to the employees of
the department last week. This
comes at a time the department is
not working on processing and
distribution of passports.

Said Ahmadi

O
fficials for Da Afghan
istan Bank (DAB) say
the newly printed Af-

ghan banknotes will soon reach to
Afghanistan.  The country’s cen-
tral bank has informed that the
new Afghan banknotes printed
abroad will be circulated in the
country’s markets once they reach
to the country.

In a press release issued last
week, the central bank of Afghan-
istan said that some developments
had been made in the printing of
the new Afghan banknotes.

“In this way, people of the
country are informed and assured
that the central bank of Afghani-
stan has achieved significant
progress in printing Afghani ban-
knotes according to the plan, and
the stages of the arrival of these
banknotes to the country will be-
gin as per the policy,” the press
release stated.

The sources said that the new
bank notes were issued on the
basis of reasonable monetary pol-
icies of the country, economic
growth and the need for money in

Afghanistan to receive newly
printed banknotes soon

the market, the press release said,
adding that the old banknotes
would be collected from the mar-
ket through a systematic method
and strategy.

The central bank of Afghani-
stan demanded of the citizens to
keep in view the professional
treatment for the protection of the
new banknotes in the length of
deals, and ensure that the new
banknotes did not become old
soon, and fulfill their responsibil-
ity to protect the national invest-
ment. This comes amid of in-
creased demands of newly print-
ed Afghan banknotes in the coun-
try’s markets as the current ban-
knotes using in markets have been
almost out of use because of old
and mutilated banknotes.

A number of Afghan experts
believe that the printing of new
Afghan banknotes is a good
achievement of the Islamic Emir-
ate as most of the current ban-
knotes have been worn-out and
people are facing with problems
in businesses in the country.

“If the newly printed Afghan

banknotes reach to Afghanistan
soon, it will be a good step,” said
Ahmadullah Aziz, a university
lecturer. He asked the people to
protect the newly printed ban-
knotes as it’s considered as the
identity of Afghanistan.

On the other hand, head of Da
Afghanistan Bank Abdul Qahir
Idriss in a meeting with head of
the Indian technical mission in
Kabul has said that central bank
of Afghanistan is committed to
good banking relations with all
countries of the world so that fa-
cilities are made in banking sector
in national and international level.

In the meeting, the Indian tech-
nical mission director has assured
the central bank of Afghanistan of
India’s continued cooperation and
technical support to the bank in
banking sector. Both sides
stressed on cooperation between
the banking sectors of both coun-
tries and said that cooperation in
the technical sector could be use-
ful in the banking sector.

Samiullah Momand

Afghanistan’s  economy  con-
tracted  by about 20 per cent in
2021, according to the World
Bank’s (WB) new  Afghanistan 
Development Update, which
states the Afghan economy is ad-
justing to a “new normal” follow-
ing the Taliban takeover in August
2021.

The World Bank report re-
leased last week points to a sharp
decline in public spending, lower
household incomes, and reduced
consumption caused aggregate
demand to fall. It also highlights
disruptions in the payment sys-
tem and supply constraints fur-
ther hampered private sector ac-
tivities, initially forcing many
businesses to close or scale down
their operations.

“Preliminary statistics on the
Gross Domestic Product (GDP)
show that the  economy  contract-
ed by about 20 per cent in 2021.
Over the past one year, the re-
sumption of off-budget  interna-
tional  support for humanitarian
needs and basic services helped
mitigate some of the negative im-
pacts,” the World Bank report
said.

The report concludes that 
Afghanistan is a much smaller
economy now.

“While there are signs of eco-
nomic stabilization and resilience
of Afghan businesses, the coun-
try continues to face enormous
social and economic challenges that
are impacting heavily on the wel-
fare of the Afghan people, espe-
cially women, girls, and minori-
ties,” said Melinda Good, World
Bank Country Director
for Afghanistan. “Living condi-
tions showed slight improvements
in the past few months, but dep-
rivation remains very high across
the country, and persistent infla-
tion might further erode any wel-
fare gains.”

“The report projects that the
real GDP in 2022 will contract
further, with an accumulated con-
traction of close to 30-35 percent
between 2021 and 2022, before
moving to a low-growth path (2.0
to 2.4 percent) for the next two
years, with no improvement in
per-capita income,” the World
Bank said.

The report says that poverty
is expected to remain widespread,
with over two-thirds of house-
holds in the country struggling to
cover basic expenses.

“Isolation from
the international economy is a
binding constraint to sustained
stabilization.

Afghanistan’s economy contracted
by about 20% in 2021: World Bank

The loss of correspondent
banking relationships has signifi-
cantly impacted  international 
payments, leaving both private
firms and aid organizations reli-
ant on cash shipments and infor-
mal, unregulated, and opaque pay-
ment systems for domestic trans-

actions,” it adds.
Country Director Good said

a range of economic and political
scenarios is possible for Afghani-
stan’s future.

“While all scenarios depend on
continued off-budget aid from the
international community, a more

upside and sustainable trajectory
requires actions by the interim
Taliban administration to unlock
much-needed economic integra-
tion and domestic opportunities
for the private sector to create jobs
for the Afghan people,” she add-
ed. Monitoring Desk

Kabul municipality has recently put and installed stalled carts for street venders in various parts of the
city to sell their goods. The municipality has initiated this to prevent from corruption and to bring order in
the city. The step is considered as positive towards collecting revenue. In the past, the street venders were
roaming with their carts to sell their stuffs and the municipality could not collect their revenue regularly.

Now, the Kabul municipality and all other relevant departments are working hard to prevent from
embezzlement of the country’s incomes;
therefore, the daily and annual revenue
of each department within the Islamic
Emirate are increasing by passing each
single day.

Nevertheless, streets venders and for
those installed stalled carts have been
distributed are complaining of high rent-
ing rate of the carts, claiming that the
municipality collects from 4,000 – 6,000
afghani per month, which is very high
for a street vender. They have asked the
Kabul municipality to review the rate.

“The tax in which we pay for our
installed stalled cart is very high and we
cannot pay it. We’re asking the munici-
pality to review their decision,” said a

local street vender.
He said that the security has improved and they were happy about their business, but the high tax on

them has put most street venders in concern.
   Lal Pacha, another street vender in Kot-e-Sangi area, says he has been selling his stuffs on streets for

years to win bread for his family, but now the rent of these installed stalled carts is very high and they
cannot afford to pay it.

 He hoped the Kabul municipality would reconsider and review the decision. Since the Islamic Emirate
of Afghanistan (IEA) takeover, a large number of people have turned to working on streets. Kabul munic-
ipality has decided to bring order in many areas of Kabul city; therefore, they have installed stalled carts for
street venders to do their businesses. Now, the municipality has asked the street venders to pay tax on time.

The recent move of the municipality has been welcomed by most of residents of the city.
                                                                                                             Mohammad Daud

Kabul municipality installs
stalled carts to collect revenue
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Meta Platforms said it has
fixed an issue with its messaging
service, WhatsApp, after users
across Europe, Asia, and the Unit-
ed Kingdom were not able to use
the application for hours.

At around 0750 GMT on
Tuesday, outage reporting site
Downdetector showed over
68,000 users reporting problems
with the app in the United King-
dom. Problems were reported by

WhatsApp back online
after global outage

19,000 people in Singapore and
15,000 people in South Africa, as
well.

“We know people had trou-
ble sending messages on What-
sApp today. We have fixed the
issue and apologise for any incon-
venience,” a spokesperson for
WhatsApp parent company
Meta Platforms said.

The company did not disclose
the reason for the outage.

WhatsApp has become a crit-
ical means of communication for
households and businesses. When
WhatsApp had an hours-long out-
age last October, it hit trading of
assets from cryptocurrencies to
oil, before traders switched to al-
ternative platforms such as Tele-
gram.

WhatsApp’s latest outage
came during the festive season in
India – its biggest market by user
count – when people use the plat-
form even more than usual to send
season’s greetings. Shares of
WhatsApp-parent Meta Plat-
forms fell 0.7 percent to $128.85
in premarket trading following the
outage.

The company had not sent
any fresh updates as users in Asia,
India and the United Kingdom
started seeing some connections
come back online.

#Whatsappdown was trend-
ing on Twitter, with more than
142000 tweets and hundreds of
memes flooding the internet.

aljazeera

At least nine people have died
after Cyclone Sitrang slammed
into Bangladesh’s southern coast,
snapping communications and
power links and destroying hous-
es, officials said.

“Nine people have died, most
by trees falling including three
from one family in (the eastern
district of) Cumilla,” Jebun Na-
har, a government official, told
AFP news agency.

The cyclone – the equivalent
of hurricanes in the Atlantic or
typhoons in the west Pacific –

made landfall in southern Bang-
ladesh late on Monday but author-
ities managed to get about a mil-
lion people to safety before the
monster weather system hit.

The cyclone barrelled in from
the Bay of Bengal early on Mon-
day with winds gusting up to
88km/h (55mph) and a storm
surge of about three metres (10ft)
that flooded low-lying coastal ar-
eas.

Power and telephone links
have been largely cut and coastal
areas plunged into darkness, offi-
cials said.

“It was terrible, it looked like
the sea was coming to grab us,”
Mizanur Rahman, a resident of
Bhola district, told Reuters after
communications were restored in
his neighbourhood.

“We spent a sleepless night,
all we could do was pray.”

People evacuated from low-
lying regions such as remote is-
lands and riverbanks were moved
to thousands of multi-storey cy-
clone shelters, Disaster Manage-

Cyclone Sitrang lashes
Bangladesh, killing nine

ment Ministry secretary Kamrul
Ahsan told AFP.

“They spent the night in cy-
clone shelters,” he said.

Heavy rains lashed much of
the country, flooding cities such
as the capital, Dhaka, Khulna and
Barisal – which witnessed 324
millimetres (13 inches) of rainfall
on Monday.

Al Jazeera’s Tanvir
Chowdhury, reporting from Bar-
isal in southwest Bangladesh, said
the tidal surge in the wake of the
cyclone has inundated coastal ar-

eas and destroyed farmland and
fisheries.

“The government was suc-
cessfully able to evacuate nearly
700,000 people on Monday
evening to the cyclone shelters,”
he said from Barisal, about 30km
(18 miles) from the coastline in
the south.

“There’s no electricity in the
southwest belt, including the Bar-
isal city. This comes at a time when
there is a power crisis in the re-
gion,” Chowdhury said.

“The internet and communi-
cation links are disrupted,” the Al
Jazeera correspondent said, add-
ing that it will take some time to
know the exact extent of the dam-
age.

No major damage was report-
ed in refugee camps in southeast
Bangladesh, where more than a
million ethnic Rohingya refugees
from neighbouring Myanmar are
living in crowded shelters.

About 33,000 Rohingya refu-
gees from Myanmar, controver-
sially relocated from the mainland

to a storm-prone island in the Bay
of Bengal, were ordered to stay
indoors and there were no reports
of any casualties or damage, offi-
cials said.

In the neighbouring eastern
Indian state of West Bengal, thou-
sands of people were evacuated
on Monday to more than 100 re-
lief centres, officials said, but
there were no reports of damage
and people were returning home
on Tuesday.

Cyclone Amphan, the second
“super cyclone” ever recorded
over the Bay of Bengal, which hit
in 2020, killed more than 100 peo-
ple in Bangladesh and India, and
affected millions. aljazeera

Saudi Arabia and the US will
likely work out their current
problems, JPMorgan Chase
CEO Jamie Dimon and Saudi
investment minister Khalid al-
Falih said on Tuesday.

Addressing deteriorating re-
lations after a recent OPEC+ de-
cision to cut oil supply, al-Falih
characterized tensions as a
“spat” that both sides will re-
cover from.

“We’ve been through a lot,
but long term we’re solid al-
lies…,” he said during a sepa-
rate panel. “We’re going to get
over this recent spat which I
think was unwarranted and was
a misunderstanding, hopefully.”

Dimon added that the long-
time allies are likely to resolve
their issues.

“Saudi Arabia and the US
have been allies for 75 years. I
can’t imagine any allies agreeing
on everything and not having
problems… I’m comfortable
that folks on both sides will work
it through,” he said during the
sixth edition of the Future In-
vestment Initiative (FII) summit
in Riyadh. alarabiya

Saudi Arabia
and US will

likely work out
problems:
JPMorgan

CEO and Saudi
minister

At least six Palestinians have
been killed and 21 wounded after
Israeli forces raided several areas
in the occupied West Bank, Pal-
estinian officials said.

Early Tuesday morning, large
numbers of Israeli forces stormed
the city of Nablus and were spot-
ted by Palestinian security forces
and armed fighters, according to a
spokesperson for the Palestinian
Fatah movement.

According to the Palestinian
health ministry, five Palestinians
were killed by Israeli fire. One of
those killed was unarmed, Pales-
tinian health and security officials
said.

Their names are: Ali Khaled
Antar, 26; Mishal Baghdadi, 27;
Wadee al-Hawah, 31; Hamdi
Qayyem, 30; and Hamdi Moham-
ed Sharaf, 35.

The ministry later reported
that another Palestinian youth,
Qusay al-Tamimi, was killed dur-
ing confrontations with Israeli
forces in the village of Nabi Saleh
near the city of Ramallah, home
to the headquarters of the Pales-
tinian Authority in the occupied
West Bank.

A spokesperson for the min-
istry told Al Jazeera that Tamimi
was 19 years old.

The Israeli military said only
that their forces were operating in
Nablus but gave no further details.

Six Palestinians killed by Israeli
forces in occupied West Bank

Palestinian President Mah-
moud Abbas is establishing “ur-
gent contacts in order to stop this
aggression against our people” in
Nablus, his spokesperson Nabil
Abu Rudeineh said in a statement.

“All of this will have danger-
ous and destructive consequenc-
es,” Abu Rudeineh said on Pales-
tine TV.

The Palestinian Red Crescent
reported that the Israeli army pre-
vented its medical crews from en-
tering the al-Qaryoun neighbour-
hood to evacuate the injured.

Palestinian sources said Israeli
snipers were positioned on the
rooftops of houses and buildings
overlooking Nablus’ city centre
and used drones to fire missiles.

In a later development, Israeli
forces bombed a civilian vehicle
in the Ras al-Ain area, which re-
sulted in the death of a Palestin-
ian whose charred body arrived at
Rafidia Hospital.

Armed confrontations were
continuing in and around the Old
City of Nablus in the north of the
occupied West Bank, said Al
Jazeera’s Nida Ibrahim, reporting
from Ramallah.

“We are hearing local sources
calling this a ‘scene from hell’.
We’re hearing that large numbers
of Israeli forces have been pushed
inside the city,” Ibrahim said. Nab-
lus has been besieged by Israeli

forces for more than two weeks
already, she added.

“We’ve seen Israeli forces
closing down the city because
they say that they’re interested
in tracking down a group calling
itself the Lions’ Den”, Ibrahim
said, adding that the group recent-
ly claimed responsibility for a
shooting that killed an Israeli sol-
dier.

Ibrahim Younes, media coor-
dinator for the Palestinian Youth
Movement, told Al Jazeera that
the Lions’ Den group had emerged
out of youth in the city who had
taken up arms to defend the city
from incursions by Israeli forces,
and the group then became more
formalised and adopted a name.

“To understand the perspec-
tive of Palestinian youth in the
West Bank you have to look at a
situation where there’s 800,000
settlers who are illegally occupy-
ing a great percentage of the land
there,” Younes said.

“You have constant, daily at-
tacks on Palestinian youth,
whether they’re crossing check-
points, whether they’re walking
to school or to work,” he said.

“Obviously there’s going to be
a lot of popularity among youth
in the West Bank when a group
says that they are not going to
accept the presence of these set-
tlers on their land,” he added.

Sunak pledges to fix Truss’ ‘mistakes’ after
becoming third UK PM in seven weeks

Rishi Sunak officially became
Britain’s third prime minister in
seven weeks on Tuesday, saying
“mistakes were made” by his pre-
decessor as he sought to bring sta-
bility to the UK after months of
political and economic turmoil.

He was appointed by King
Charles III at Buckingham Palace
in London shortly after Liz Truss
tendered her resignation to the
monarch following a shambolic
50-day tenure which shook Brit-
ain’s economy to its core.

Sunak becomes the first per-
son of color and the first Hindu to
lead Britain after winning a fast-
tracked Conservative Party lead-
ership contest on Monday. At 42,
he is also the youngest person to
take the office in more than 200
years.

After being invited to form a
government by the King, Sunak
returned to Downing Street where
he made a speech aimed at allevi-
ating some of the concerns of the
public and laying out aspects of
what his premiership will look
like.

In his first speech as Britain’s

new prime minister, Sunak said
the nation was in “profound eco-
nomic crisis,” before paying trib-
ute to Truss.

“I admired her restlessness to

create change. But some mistakes
were made. Not borne of ill will
or bad intentions. Quite the op-
posite in fact, but mistakes none-
theless,” he said. “And I have been

elected as leader of my party, and
your prime minister in part, to fix
them. And that work begins im-
mediately.”

Sunak highlighted his experi-
ence as finance minister during the
pandemic to illustrate how he in-
tends to tackle the challenges
ahead.

“You saw me during Covid
doing everything I could to pro-
tect people and businesses, with
schemes like furlough. There are
always limits, more so now than
ever. But I promise you this: I will
bring that same compassion to the
challenges we face today,” he said.

“The government that I lead
will not leave the next generation
– your children and grandchildren
– with a debt to settle that we
were too weak to pay ourselves. I
will unite our country, not with
words but with action.”

Conservative Party leadership
candidate Rishi Sunak leaves his
campaign office, in London, Sun-
day, Oct. 23, 2022.

Can Rishi Sunak end the cha-
os and restore Britain's credibili-
ty?

Sunak added: “I will work day
in and day out to deliver for you.
This government will have integ-
rity, professionalism and account-
ability at every level.”

Earlier Tuesday, Truss deliv-
ered her outgoing speech at the
Downing Street podium before
making the short car journey to
Buckingham Palace.

A partial solar eclipse will
be visible in the United Arab
Emirates, as well as in other
parts of the world, on Tuesday.

Those who do not want to
witness the solar eclipse outside
can watch it from the comfort of
their own homes and offices.

Here’s how and where you
can watch the celestial event.

The International Astrono-
my Center will broadcast the
eclipse live on Facebook, Twit-
ter and YouTube.

The UAE’s Astronomy
Center will also run a live broad-
cast of the celestial spectacle on
its YouTube channel.

In the UAE, the solar eclipse
is expected to begin at 2:42 p.m.
and end at 4:54 p.m. It will reach
its maximum at 3:52 p.m., when
observers will be able to see the
Moon eclipse 35 percent of the
Sun’s surface.

The eclipse will also be vis-
ible from Europe, Western Sibe-
ria Central Asia, Western Asia,
South Asia and from the north-
east of Africa, but not in North
America. At its maximum point
in Russia, 82 percent of the Sun
will be covered, and it will ap-
pear around 15 to 30 percent
eclipsed in Western Europe.

Solar eclipses are celestial
events that can occur about ev-
ery 16 months and can last up to
seven and a half minutes depend-
ing on the Earth-Sun-Moon ge-
ometry, the European Space
Agency said. Solar eclipses take
place when the Sun, Moon and
Earth are in partial or complete
alignment. The Moon blocks
light coming from the Sun and
subsequently casts a shadow on
Earth, with the eclipse becom-
ing visible to anyone within this
shadow, the European Space
Agency said. alarabiya

How and
where to watch

partial solar
eclipse from
UAE today
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