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KABUL: The Supreme Lead-
er of the Islamic Emirate of Af-
ghanistan, Mullah Hebbatullah
Akhundzada, in a decree has rati-
fied the regulation for prevention
of land-usurpation and restitution
of the usurped land in 4 chapters
and 21 articles.

Meanwhile, the Supreme
Leader has approved a commis-
sion’s regulation in 9 articles to
prevent land-usurpation and res-

IEA forms special commission,
court to prevent land-usurpation

titution of the usurped land.
In the past few years, indi-

viduals and powerful people have
usurped most ‘Sultani’ lands,
public pastures and ‘Waqfi’ lands
in different parts of Afghanistan
and it’s the Islamic Emirate re-
sponsibility to return them; there-
fore, the IEA Supreme Leader has
approved a commission to stop
land usurpation in the country.

According to the decree, act-

ing minister of justice will lead the
commission and acting Minister
of Agriculture, Irrigation and Live-
stock, acting Minister of Urban
Development and Lands, acting
Minister of Public Work and gen-
eral attorney will be the commis-
sion’s members.

According to the first article
of the decree, the respective com-
mission is obliged to exercise the
rules and regulation to restitute

the usurped lands and public pas-
tures and prevent from grapping
the ‘Sultani’ land, public pastures
and ‘Waqfi’ lands in the country.

Based on the 3rd article of the
decree, a special court will be
formed to address cases of the
land-usurpation and make decision
in accordance to the Islamic Shar-
ia. Shaikh Mawlavi Abdul Ghafar
has been named as head of the
special court. The Kabul Times

KABUL: The deputy Prime Minister for Administrative Affairs Mawlavi Abdul Salam Hanafi chaired
the meeting of the administrative commission, the other day, his office said Friday.

In the meeting, issues about creation new municipalities in some districts of the provinces of the
country and report about the distribution of driving documents for the vehicles without documents, were
discussed and needed decisions were made, the statement said.

Also, committees have been asked to investigate legal documents and principles relating to appoint-
ment and dismissal of IEA officials and demand for the formation and budget of the reformatory in
Kandahar province as well as reporting about some other issues including the retail purchase of the
procurement materials, have been discussed and the committees were asked to provide their detailed
reports to the next meetings. The Kabul Times

Deputy PM Hanafi chairs
administrative commission meeting

KABUL: Deputy Prime Min-
ister on Political Affairs, Maw-
lavi Abdul Kabir has met with two
Afghan personalities returned
from Australia and Germany, a
statement from his press office
said Friday.

The two returning Afghan per-
sonalities Eng. Shah Wali Mangal
and Eng. Habiburrahman Mangal

Deputy Prime Minister Mawlavi Abdul
Kabir meets returning Afghan personalities

thanked the deputy Prime Minis-
ter for the restoration of the Is-
lamic Emirate and what the gov-
ernment done for the earthquake
affected people, according to the
statement.

They also shared some of their
problems with the deputy prime
minister.

Meantime, Mawlavi Abdul

Kabir, the Deputy Prime Minis-
ter of the Islamic Emirate for po-
litical affairs said supplying as-
sistance for the Afghans is the
duty of the Islamic Emirate and
assure of government efforts in
transparently distribution of the
aids, the statement said.

The Kabul Times

KABUL: Mullah Abdul
Ghani Berader Akhund, the Dep-
uty Prime Minister for Economic
Affairs of the Islamic Emirate
urged the related organs for taking
measure to control natural disas-
ters, his office said in a statement
the other day.

In a meeting held to mark the
International Day for Disaster
Risk Reduction, the deputy Prime
Minister said: “Natural disaster
is from Allah almighty, but we as
the servants (obedient) have to
take measure to control it,” the
statement said.

He pointed to the recent floods
and its distractions in some prov-
inces of the country including the

Measures should be made to reduce natural
disasters risks, Deputy PM Beradar

country’s southern Paktika prov-
ince and said that the ongoing cli-
mate change and recent natural
disasters have caused heavy and
seasonal rains in Afghanistan and
other parts of the world and re-
sulted in heavy floods and human
and financial losses

The floods also caused severe
earthquakes in the south-east of
the country, where thousands of
people have been affected, ac-
cording to the statement.

Thanking the responsible or-
ganizations for their hard work for
the flood affected families, Bera-
dar said the IEA has tried to help
the affected people and save their
lives.

“We have to take care of the
victims and be fully prepared to
help them in the future, as now
the Islamic Emirate is capable to
deal with such incidents,” the
statement quoted.

The deputy Prime Minister
said that aids are still being pro-
vided to the victims of the earth-
quake in Paktika province, and he
as the deputy PM for Economic
Affairs, has to instruct for build-
ing houses for the quake affected
people in the province.

He instructed the related offi-
cials for providing more facilities
for the construction process of the
houses for earth-quake affected
families. The Kabul Times

KABUL: Five road-building
projects, some of them, launched
few months ago, have been com-
pleted and inaugurated in the
capital Kabul, the Kabul Mu-
nicipality said the other day.

During a ceremony attend-
ed by the Kabul Mayor Maw-
lavi Abdul Rashid, Minister of
Higher Education, Shaikh Neda
Mohammad Nadim, Deputy In-
formation and Culture Minister
Mawlavi Atiqullah Azizi, Ena-
mullah Samangani head of Gov-
ernment Media and Information
Center (GMIC), Belal Karimi
deputy spokesman of the Islam-
ic Emirate and the political mem-
ber of the Islamic Emirate in
Qatar, three of the five projects
have been completed and inau-
gurated.

The inaugurated projects in-
cluded construction of roads in
Bagrami Textile, Karta-e-Naw,
street 15th of Wazir Mohammad
Akbar Khan-Shirpoor which
have been completed from the
direct budget of the Kabul Mu-

Five road-building projects
completed in Kabul

KABUL: Paktika provincial
Directorate of Urban Develop-
ment has opened reconstruction
work on 11 small bridges worth
3.5 million AFG on roads connect-
ing provincial capital to districts.

According to Paktika Gover-

Reconstruction work on small
bridges underway in Paktika

nor Mawlavi Abdullah Mukhtar,
with efforts and initiative of pro-
vincial directorate of urban devel-
opment the reconstruction work
on 11 small bridges on main road
connecting provincial capital to
the province’s districts has been

started and will be completed in
two months.

“11 small bridges that have
been completely destroyed due to
floods in past years and have cre-
ated lots of problems for commut-
ers will be reconstructed with to-

tal cost of 3.5 million AFG,” the
governor said, adding that the
project will be completed in two
months.

Meanwhile, provincial direc-
tor of urban development Maw-
lavi Mohammad Akbar Adel by
pointing to reconstruction of the
small bridges on roads connecting
Sharana, the provincial capital, to
districts said four small bridges
would be reconstructed on a road
connecting provincial capital to
Mutta Khan district, five small
bridges would be on road connect-
ing the provincial capital to Ur-
gun district and two would be on
road connecting the provincial cap-
ital to Yousufkhil district.

He said that the reconstruc-
tion project on the bridges worth
3.5 million AFG would be imple-
mented by Bidar Himat Construc-
tion Company and would be com-
pleted in two months.

It is worth mentioning that
Paktika provincial directorate for
urban development has worked on
other small and big bridges in the
province where the people are
easily commute from the provin-
cial capital to the province’s dis-
tricts.

The Kabul Times

nicipality with the cost of 71 million Afghanis, according to the statement.
Also, work on the building of road the Security Project to Qala-e-Zaman Khan, new connecting road from

Wazir Mohammad Akbar Khan to Qala-e-Musa and Bibi Mahru, has been started, the statement said.
                                                                                                                              The Kabul Times

KABUL: As many as 3,000
displaced families have been fac-
ing harsh winter in Paktia prov-
ince, the Provincial Refugees and
Repatriation Department of Pak-
tia has said the other day.

“As the result of wars and
natural disasters, 3,000 families
have been displaced and now fac-
ing winter,” said the provincial
department as reported by Tolo-

Nearly 3,000 displaced families
facing winter in Paktia, report

news.
According to them, among

these displaced families only 700
families have returned to their orig-
inal areas.

“About 6 or 7 hundred fami-
lies have returned to their original
areas but most of them still live
here,” said Saber Gul Musalah,
head of the Refugees and Repatri-
ation Department in Paktia, as

quoted by the private TV.
Meanwhile, one thousand

families live in a camp in Gardez
city. some of these displaced fam-
ilies said they faced various chal-
lenges, according to the private
media outlet.

Pacha Gul, 80 years old, said
he lives with his sick wife here in
the camp and he is concerned
about the coming winter.

See P4



SATURDAY-OCTOBER 22, 2022Editorial & opinion

“Hijab has direct link to morality of individu-
als in society.”

Food for thought
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The United Nations Assis-

tance Mission in Afghanistan
(UNAMA) Head, Roza Otun-
bayeva, has recently met with a
number of Afghan women’s rep-
resentatives and women rights
activists in Kabul. In her meeting
with the Afghan women represen-
tatives, the UNAMA head
stressed on possibility of provid-
ing the Afghan women and girls to
get access to work and education.

The socio-economic hard-
ships of Afghan women after the
imposition of restrictions on the
education of girls and the work of
women were the center of discus-
sion between the UN official and
the Afghan women representa-
tives.

On the other hand, the Islam-
ic Emirate of Afghanistan (IEA)
has said that the IEA is commit-
ted to respecting the women rights
in framework of the Islamic Shar-

UNAMA insisting on women’s participation
in social & economic sector in Afghanistan

ia. The Islamic Emirate has also
pledged that it will soon pave the
ground for returning of Afghan
girls to school.

Meanwhile, the Islamic Emir-
ate spokesperson, Zabihullah
Mujahid, has recently said that
reopening of high schools for girls
is necessary as the IEA is not
against girls’ education.

The IEA spokesperson
speaking at the gathering of the
Union of Scholars and Madrasas
(Ittihad-ul Ulama) held in Turkey
last week said that the reopening
of the girls’ school was definite,
however he didn’t give a certain
time about its reopening.

“Males are educated from the
first to the twelfth grade, and the
girls also attend schools up to the
sixth grade, but from the seventh
to the twelfth grade, the schools
are stopped, and it is not stopped
because we do not want educa-

tion, we are preparing their prin-
ciples, curriculum, educational
places, and transportation, to
make sure that people mentally
allow their daughters to be edu-
cated, that their hijab is observed,
that what they learn is valid, be-
cause our past curriculum was
made by America, if that system
is implemented in Afghanistan,
ideas will change and they will be
against the country,” Mujahid
said.

Afghan political experts be-
lieves that the Islamic Emirate will
pave the ground for girls’ educa-
tion once they complete with their
review on the education curricu-
lum. Of the United Nations As-
sistance Mission in Afghanistan
(UNAMA) head can consult with
the IEA leaders in reopening the
girls’ schools, it will be a great job
of the UN for Afghan women and
girls in the country.

Meanwhile, acting minister of
education, Mawlavi Habibullah
Agha, in his recent visit to Bamy-
an has said that the reopening of
girls’ schools beyond grade six is
being considered. He said that the
problems existing within the edu-
cational sector would be addressed
soon.

“We will make a special mech-
anism for the girls’ schools. We
will not plan it without any mech-
anism as in the previous govern-
ment. The boys and girls were
together. The Islamic system
doesn’t allow it,” he said.

Previously, deputy minister
of the country’s foreign affairs
minister Mawlavi Sher Moham-
mad Abbas Stanekzai had said
that education was compulsory on
each Muslim male and female,
asking the IEA leadership to work
to reopen girls’ schools across the
country.  Zarabi

As a large number of Afghans
have been benefited from UN re-
lief agencies, the United Nations
Office for the Coordination of
Humanitarian Affairs (UN-
OCHA) has said that humanitari-
an aids that have been provided
to 25 million people in Afghani-
stan in the past eight months are
sufficient.

According to UNOCHA, mil-
lions of people who received one
form of assistance will continue
to require multiple rounds of sup-
port over the course of the year

to survive. Currently, there are
more people today in Afghanistan
who rely on humanitarian assis-
tance as the only source of sur-
vival.

In a recent report released by
the UN Office for the Coordina-
tion of Humanitarian Affairs said
that humanitarian partners have
reached close to 25 million peo-
ple throughout 2022 with at least
one form of assistance.

“Between January and Au-
gust 2022, humanitarian partners
reached at least 21.5 million peo-

ple with food and livelihoods sup-
port; 10.8 million people with
access to health care consultations
and treatment; 4.7 million children
and pregnant and lactating wom-
en with support to prevent and
address acute malnutrition; 8.9
million people with water, sani-
tation and hygiene assistance;
491,000 children with access to
education and education materi-
als; 1.5 million people with emer-
gency shelter and household items;
and 5.1 million people with pro-
tection assistance,” the report said.

According to the OCHA re-
port, response was enabled by a
combination of new funding in
2022 (US$1.93 billion) and funds
carried over from 2021 ($542 mil-
lion). However, $2.47 billion (56
per cent) of the $4.4 billion re-
quired to deliver humanitarian as-
sistance in 2022 remains unfund-
ed.

According to a number of Af-
ghan needy people, the aids most
Afghans have received in past
months are not sufficient.

International community aids to
Afghanistan not sufficient, UN

Huge amount of international humanitarian assistances has entered
Afghanistan since the last more than one year of the Islamic Emirate
return to power.

Millions of U.S. dollars in cash and thousands of tons of food-
stuffs of different kinds arrived in Afghanistan and distributed to the
people in various parts of the country.

Generous donations of the world poured into Afghanistan and the
international aid organizations performed their obligation, but the dis-
tribution process faced heavy challenges.

Meanwhile, the Islamic Emirate officials have been asked not to
interfere in distribution process of the assistance, but as seen high
percent of the aids have been distributed unfairly. Even in many parts
of the capital, former chieftains who are still holding the duty, gave
the aids either to their relatives or sold it to undeserved individuals.

After the international demand from the Islamic Emirate for re-
fraining from interfering in the delivery of humanitarian assistance,
government officials kept their impartiality, but the assistances have
not been transparently delivered to the deserved families.

In the wholesale markets of the capital city, hundreds of aid pack-
ages including flour, ghee and other urgent food-items have been
seen piled up and regularly sold to costumers like their own daily
merchandises.

In order to make sure how much of the aids have been wasted or
distributed unfairly, a fact-finding team is appointed to investigate
into the distributed aids and next steps for the aids should be taken
under full control. This will make clear that over 70 percent of the
aids have gone in vain and help the next step for the distribution
process to be transparent and based on justice.

On the other hand, the destitute people of Afghanistan, are now
facing critical poverty, more humanitarian assistance is needed to get
them through the harsh winter ahead.

Despite wide quantity of donations by world charitable organiza-
tions and the world efforts of humanitarian appeal, millions of Af-
ghans still remain grossly uncovered.

Poverty is still on the rise, prices are still soaring up, the number
of beggars are still growing and migration still continues.

Thousands of disabled people are among millions of poverty-
stricken Afghans, including children are facing harsh winter without
food security.

More aids are now needed for the poverty-stricken Afghans ahead
of critical winter, but the process of distribution should be transpar-
ent either through interfering the related government officials or di-
rectly by the aids organizations.

The Islamic Emirate fully respects the International Humanitarian
Law, but as supporting the nation relates to the government, it should
directly monitor the process and oversee who are the distributers
and who are the receivers of the assistances.

Also, the Islamic Emirate has to stabilize the economy and pro-
vide opportunities for the Afghan men and women employment in
the near future.

More aids needed for Afghans
ahead of harsh winter

See P4
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For
Procurement of Laboratory Equipment for Hydraulics, Hydrology & Water and Sew-

age quality testing laboratory for Kabul Polytechnic University

IFB No: MOHE/1400/G-3263
Ministry of Higher Education invites sealed bids from eligible and qualified bidders

for Procurement of Laboratory Equipment for Hydraulics, Hydrology & Water
and Sewage quality testing laboratory for Kabul Polytechnic University, IFB
No: MOHE/1400/G-3263

Bidding will be conducted through the International Competitive Bidding (ICB) pro-
cedures specified in the Afghanistan procurement law and Procurement Procedure of
Afghanistan, and are open to all bidders from Eligible Sources/Countries as defined in
the Bidding Documents.

Interested eligible bidders may download bid document in English version from
ACBAR Website: www.acbar.org, or obtain by email from address:
saririnasrat90@gmail.com, muahid99@gmail.com or receive by flash memory at the
address given below from 8:00 AM to 4:00 PM on any working day from Saturday to
Thursday

All bids must be accompanied by a Bid Security (Bank Guarantee) mentioned as
below in USD or an equivalent amount in a freely convertible currency.

Invitation for Bids (IFB)

Bid Security (Bank Guarantee) or an equivalent 
amount in a freely convertible currency. 

Valid as per below 

                 10,000 USD 
Bank Security (Bank Guarantee) should be valid for 148 days from bid 

submission deadline  
Pre- Bid meeting shall be held at 11.00 AM on 2022/November/10 (Thursday), Pro-

curement Directorate, Ministry of Higher Education, Kabul-Afghanistan
Bids must be delivered to the address below at or before 11.00 AM (local time) on 23

–November- 2022 (Wednesday). Electronic bidding will not be permitted. Late bids
will be rejected. Bids will be opened immediately after the deadline of bid submission at
the same place of bid submission, in the presence of the bidders’ representatives who
choose to attend in person.

The address referred to above is:
Ministry of Higher Education, Procurement Directorate, Department of Procurement

of Goods & Non Consultancy Services, Kart-e-Chahar, Ministry of Higher Education,
Kabul-Afghanistan.

Telephone:  +93202514078
E-mail: saririnasrat90@gmail.com,

In an alley off  in Kabul, there
is one street called Kocha-e-Kah
Forushi, a well-known name at the
national and international level.
The street is considered as one of
the historical alleys of the coun-
try. It’s said that the alley’s his-
torical oldness goes back to the
reign of Ahmad Shah Durrani.

It is also said that when Ah-
mad Shah Durrani passed away,
his son Timor Shah moved the
country’s capital from Kandahar
to Kabul.

The issue resulted in signifi-
cant changes in Kabul, including

Brief look at Kabul’s
Kocha-e-Kah Forushi

the nomination of some neighbor-
hoods, alleys and streets in this
city.

Therefore, this narrow alley
was named as Kocha-e-Kah Fo-
rushi at that time. The Kocha-e-
Kah Forushi - the “Hay Market”
Kah Farushi is a narrow lane,
lined with ramshackle mud brick
buildings. It is located in a dusty
quarter next to the Old Pul-e-Kh-
ishti Mosque, near the main bridge
across the Kabul River.

 It is one of the oldest quar-
ters of the Afghan capital, Kabul,
where a bazaar that caters espe-

cially to bird-keepers is located.
This part of the city is a war-

ren of tiny lanes where no cars
can penetrate, so the air is filled
only with the melodious sound of
birdsong.

In tiny open-fronted shops,
shopkeepers sell canaries, bulbuls
(nightingales), budgerigars and
other songbirds.

While some shopkeepers here
depend on their earnings to make
a living, others - particularly the
younger men and boys - often see
it as a hobby. Keeping pigeons is
popular - the graceful wheeling

and circling of flocks at dusk is a
common sight in every Afghan
city. Entering Kabul’s bird mar-
ket is like stepping back in time a
hundred years, to a corner of the
city untouched by war or mod-
ernization. Also known as the Al-
ley of Straw Sellers, it’s tucked
away behind the Pul-e Khishti
Mosque, lined with stalls and
booths selling birds by the dozen,
plus the occasional rabbit. King
of all the birds on sale is the kowk
(fighting partridge).

These are prized by their
owners who lavish great care on
them, and keep them in domed
wicker cages that are almost works
of art in themselves.

According to Janbaz, a Kabul
resident, in the past, most of the
real Kabulis including Alam Maj-
noon, working for Kabul munici-
pality at that time, and Haji Mo-
hammad Azim, known as a local
Mullah calling in Pul-e-Khisti
Mosque, lived in this alley.

On the other hand, Gul Ra-
him, one of the shopkeepers of
the Kocha-e-Kah Forushi, says
the alley might be one of the few
neighborhoods in Kabul that has
not been affected due to past so-
cial, political changes and civil
wars in the city as most of old
houses built in both sides of the
alley are still remained unchanged.

There are dozens of streets
and alleys which go back to old
history and Kocha-e-Kah Forushi
is one of these alleys. Most na-
tional and international visitors
pay visit to these alleys.

Saida Ahmadi

The United Nations Popula-
tion Fund (UNFPA) has an-
nounced the establishment of 18
new family health centers in the
earthquake-hit areas in Paktika in
the country southeast, in an ef-
fort to expand its services for
women, girls, and children.

The establishment of the fam-
ily health centers has been an-
nounced in a tweet by the UNF-
PA’s representative in Afghani-
stan.

In a tweet, Dr. Aleksandar
Sasha Bodiroza, the United Na-
tions Population Fund (UNFPA)
representative in Afghanistan said
that 18 new family health centers
had been set up in the earthquake-
hit areas in Afghanistan southeast-
ern province of Paktika.

“The 18 family health centers
will provide 24-hour care for preg-

UNFPA launches family health
centers in earthquake-hit Paktika

nant women and babies in addi-
tion to providing other life-saving
maternal, reproductive and new-
born services,” Dr. Alexsandar
said.  Following a deadly earth-
quake in Paktika province four
months ago that killed over a thou-
sand people, residents have com-
plained about a lack of basic
health services. Although some
health national and international
agencies have temporality provid-
ed health services to the families
affected by the earthquake in the
province, the people particularly
women still do not have access to
healthcare services in the earth-
quake areas in the province.

Establishment of new family
health centers for the population
particularly those affected by re-
cent earthquake in Bermal, Gay-
an and nearby districts will bene-

fit hundreds of families in the
province.

Meanwhile, the World Food
Program (WFP) reported that the
earthquake destroyed approxi-
mately 2,100 houses in Gayan and
Barmal districts of Paktika prov-
ince, as well as the Spera district
of Khost province.

According to WFP report,
1000 houses were destroyed in
Gayan district, 300 houses in Pa-
ktika province’s Barmal district,
and 800 other residential houses
in Khost province.

The destruction of residential
and other service structures made
essential services inaccessible to
the affected people, and it was
even reported that the quake-af-
fected region could be the site of a
disease outbreak.

Mohammad Daud

The sixth CICA forum was
held against the background of the
aggravation of the international
situation in the Eurasian space.
The forum was attended by about
50 delegations from participating
countries and observers as well as
international and regional organi-
zations. The leaders of Uzbeki-
stan, Kazakhstan, Azerbaijan,
Iran, Kyrgyzstan, Pakistan, Pal-
estine, Qatar, Russia, Tajikistan,
Turkey, Belarus as well as the
Vice-Chairman of China and the
Vice-President of Vietnam partic-
ipated. Following the forum, the
Astana Statement on the Trans-
formation of the CICA was adopt-
ed.

Participants were talking
about raising its status and turn-
ing it into an authoritative inter-
national organization. Kuwait has
also become a new member of the
organization.

Speaking at the forum, the
President of the Republic of
Uzbekistan Shavkat Mirziyoyev
noted that «new geopolitical real-
ities have a negative impact on the
stability of the entire Asian re-
gion. The crisis phenomena di-

The forum on confidence-
building measures in Asia

rectly affect the states of Central
Asia and hinder our efforts to deep-
en economic integration».

According to the leader of
Uzbekistan, the situation in Af-
ghanistan requires special atten-
tion, which, against the back-
ground of other acute internation-
al problems, has begun to fade into
the background. It is necessary to
develop common, coordinated
approaches to interaction with the
Interim Government of Afghani-
stan. The President suggested
considering the possibility of a
joint appeal by Asian countries
to the UN General Assembly with
an initiative to form a high-level
international negotiating group to
prepare and coordinate with the
Afghan authorities an algorithm
for step-by-step fulfillment of the
obligations of the parties.

Another important security
challenge is the broad expansion
of radical ideas, the active involve-
ment of young people in extrem-
ist organizations by destructive
forces. As co-chairman of the
CICA Youth Council, Uzbekistan
proposed to launch a new format
– the Dialogue of Generations,

designed to promote better under-
standing between people of dif-
ferent ages, joint search for solu-
tions to the most pressing prob-
lems of youth. «We are ready to
hold the first such meeting within
the framework of the Youth Lead-
ers Forum in Samarkand in April
2023», – President Shavkat Mirz-
iyoyev noted.

The President called the ad-
aptation of our economies to the
negative consequences of the glo-
bal crisis a key issue on the sum-
mit agenda.

 He called for preventing the
strengthening of protectionism
and the introduction of new re-
strictions that destabilize global
markets; as well as strengthening
interconnectedness in the Asian
region, primarily through the cre-
ation of production and logistics
chains and transport corridors that
effectively connect Central Asia
with South and East Asia as well
as the Middle East.

The President proposed to
use the potential of innovation
transfer more fully, actively stim-
ulate digitalization, the develop-
ment of «cloud» technologies, ar-

tificial intelligence.
Ensuring food security is a

global problem: most of the coun-
tries of our continent are the main
importers of food and are acutely
aware of the consequences of the
food crisis.

The paradox is that our coun-
tries are also the world’s leading
food producers. In this regard, the
Head of our State proposed new
approaches to overcome problems
in the field of food security, in-
cluding the formation of sustain-
able food production schemes and
optimal chains of their delivery,
the harmonization of technical reg-
ulations for the growth of intrar-
egional trade, the creation of an
integrated food security monitor-
ing system in Asia. «These issues
will be discussed at an internation-
al conference under the FAO,
which will be held in Uzbekistan
in 2023», – President Shavkat
Mirziyoyev said.

Obid Hakimov
Director of the Center for

Economic Research and Re-
forms under the Administra-
tion of the President of the Re-
public of Uzbekistan

Afghanistan Ministry of Public Health has informed of opening a new emergency services section at the Infectious Diseases Hospital in Kabul.
In the opening ceremony held last week on Tuesday, acting minister of public health Qalandar Ibad by pointing the importance of opening the new
emergency services section at the Infectious Diseases Hospital in Kabul said the 20-bed emergency section has been budgeted by the World Health
Organization with total amount of $400,000.

He said that the new emergency services section was still lacking some equipment, hoping that the section would be equipped soon so that
medics in the section would not face with any shortage of medicines and equipment.

On the other hand, a representative of the World Health Organization (WHO) assured of providing necessary equipment for the new
emergency services section.  “We will continue our aid to—and cooperation with—the Infectious Diseases Hospital. We will provide equipment
and other necessary items for the identification of infectious diseases,” said Mohammad Omar Mashal, who talked on behalf of WHO Afghanistan
in the gathering. Expressing happiness about opening of the new emergency services section at the Infectious Diseases Hospital, local medics of
the hospital said that they were happy over continue improvement in the quality of the hospital’s medical procedures.  According to the World
Health Organization officials, as there were no such facilities previously at the Infectious Diseases Hospital and the hospital would refer the
patients to other hospitals; therefore, WHO considered it as its responsibility to cooperate in this regard.

It is worth mentioning that the country’s ministry of public health is working closely with the WHO and other health agencies as well as a
number of countries to help build the capacity of Afghan local doctors working at the country’s government hospitals. Samiullah Momand

New emergency services section opened
at Infectious Diseases Hospital in Kabul
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Jordan has rejected a comment
made by the Dutch ambassador
on the country’s media licensing
policy and freedom of speech
ranking.

The Arab nation’s Ministry of
Foreign Affairs and Expatriates
issued a statement rejecting Dutch
envoy Harry Verweij’s comment
during a courtesy meeting with
Jordan’s minister of information
affairs.

The Jordanian statement
claimed that the Dutch ambassa-
dor “interfered” in the application
of a broadcast license application
that is reportedly still under legal

Jordan rejects comments made
by Dutch ambassador on media

freedom, UAE raises protest

consideration, even as the appli-
cant is neither Dutch nor Jordani-
an.

The Dutch delegate said in a
tweet: “…An opp. to discuss is-
sues of common concern, incl the
media scene in Jordan. Stressed
our strong bilateral relationship,
& I shared our concerns on Jor-
dan’s declining international rank-
ing on freedom of speech.”

The Jordanian ministry state-
ment said the matter of broadcast
license is being “dealt with ac-
cording to laws and regulations and
with absolute transparency.”

The ministry added that the

country is open to dialogue and
that such matters must be dealt
with through the appropriate dip-
lomatic channels of communica-
tion.

The statement also touched
upon long-standing friendship the
Arab nation shares with the Neth-
erlands.

Meanwhile, the United Arab
Emirates Ministry of Foreign Af-
fairs and International Coopera-
tion summoned the Dutch ambas-
sador to the UAE to protest the
interference.

The ministry reportedly “in-
formed him of the UAE’s strong
protest and denunciation of the
interference of his country’s am-
bassador to the Hashemite King-
dom of Jordan in Jordan’s inter-
nal affairs.”

“The ministry affirmed the
UAE’s solidarity with the
Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan and
expressed its strong protest
against the irresponsible state-
ment breaching diplomatic norms
that was made by the Dutch am-
bassador on October 19, 2022,”
the statement added.

 alarabiya

Islamabad, Pakistan – Paki-
stan’s election commission, in a
unanimous decision, has found
former Prime Minister Imran
Khan guilty of “corrupt practic-
es” and disqualified him from be-
ing a member of parliament.

Khan’s Pakistan Tehreek-e-
Insaf (PTI) party immediately
rejected Friday’s ruling and called
on supporters to take to the
streets.

Faisal Fareed Chaudhry, part
of the PTI’s legal team, told Al
Jazeera they were awaiting the
detailed verdict before filing an
appeal to the Islamabad High
Court. He also said they planned
to question the commission’s
scope to deliver such a verdict.
“We will challenge their jurisdic-
tion, their mandate in issuing this
decision,” he said.

The case against Khan was
filed in August by a member of
the Pakistan Muslim League
Nawaz (PMLN), contending that
the former prime minister had
bought gifts given by foreign dig-
nitaries from the state gift depos-
itory (also called Toshakhana) but
did not disclose the assets in the
declarations submitted to the
commission.

Speaking to reporters after the
verdict,  PTI leader Fawad
Chaudhry called the commission’s
decision “embarrassing” and a
“slap in the face” of Pakistan’s
people.

“This verdict is not an attack
on Imran Khan only. It is an at-
tack on Pakistan’s constitution
and its people,” he said.

Khan, who was removed from
his office in April through a par-
liamentary vote of no confidence,
has accused the commission of
bias, and has singled out its chief,
Sikandar Sultan Raja, of prejudice
against him and his party.

After the removal of his gov-
ernment, Khan has been holding
rallies across the country, de-
manding early polls. His narrative
has won him large swathes of sup-
port, as the PTI won big in by-
polls which took place in July and
October.

The Toshakhana controversy

Pakistan election
commission disqualifies
former PM Imran Khan

erupted last year when it was dis-
closed that Khan and his wife
Bushra Bibi bought gifts from the
Toshakhana and later sold them
in the market at discounted rates.

The PTI, which was the gov-
erning party at the time, had ini-
tially expressed reluctance to re-
veal the details of the gifts given
to Khan, claiming it could poten-
tially jeopardise Pakistan’s foreign
relations.

The gift depository is a gov-
ernment department created in the
1970s, which stores gifts given to
rulers, lawmakers, government
officials and functionaries by
heads of states and other foreign
dignitaries.

Toshakhana rules state that all
gifts must be submitted to the
department. However, they can
later be bought. While selling the
gifts is not strictly illegal, many
consider it unethical and morally
wrong.

The case filed against Khan
said the former prime minister had
received a total of 58 boxes con-
taining various items during his
time in office.

PMLN petitioner Mohsin
Nawaz Ranjha said the former
prime minister was legally re-
quired to declare all assets belong-
ing to him, his wife and depen-
dents to the commission at the end
of every financial year.

The reference argued that fail-
ing to do so rendered Khan “dis-
honest” and thus disqualified him
from participating in parliamen-
tary politics for life under the Pa-
kistani constitution.

Khan was also accused of “de-
liberately” hiding the gifts that he
bought from Toshakhana, but lat-
er confessed to having sold these
gifts, without disclosing the de-
tails to the commission.

In a landmark ruling five years
ago, the Supreme Court declared
then Prime Minister and PLMN
chief Nawaz Sharif “dishonest”,
resulting in his removal from the
office as well as being barred from
parliamentary politics for life.

Aljazeera

Ukrainian and Israeli officials
have held talks about Kyiv’s re-
quest for Israel to provide air de-
fence assistance, days after Rus-
sia allegedly deployed Iranian “ka-
mikaze” drones as part of a new
wave of air raids on the war-torn
country.

Ukrainian foreign minister
Dmytro Kuleba said on Thursday
he had spoken on the phone to
Israeli Prime Minister Yair Lapid
and “discussed in detail” the pro-
vision of air and missile defence
systems and technology.

Israel, Ukraine discuss air defence
systems after drone strikes

“I informed him [about the]
unspeakable suffering, loss of life,
and destruction caused by Rus-
sian missiles and Iranian-made
drones,” he tweeted.

Lapid’s office said in a state-
ment on Thursday that the Israeli
prime minister had expressed

“deep concern” over the military
ties between Russia and arch foe
Iran.

Ukraine this week accused
Russia of using four Iranian-made
drones to bomb Kyiv and said its
air defences have shot down 223

Iranian drones since mid-Septem-
ber.

The Kremlin said it had no
knowledge of its army using Ira-
nian drones in Ukraine and Tehran
said the claims that it is providing
Russia with weapons are “base-
less”.

European Union countries,
however, said they had found ev-
idence supporting Kyiv’s claim
and on Thursday adopted sanc-
tions on Iran over its provision of
drones to Russia.

The phone call between Kule-
ba and Lapid came two days after
Ukraine stepped up appeals for
Israeli help with air defence sys-
tems to intercept Iranian drones
and ballistic missiles.

In the request, Ukraine also
demanded that Israel train its forc-
es in operating the systems, Ax-
ios reported.

Israel has walked a delicate
diplomatic line since the start of
the Russian invasion in late Feb-
ruary, seeking to preserve ties with
Moscow.

While condemning Russia’s

move, it has limited its assistance
to humanitarian relief, citing a de-
sire to ensure the wellbeing of
Russia’s Jews and to continue
cooperation with Moscow over
war-ravaged neighbour Syria.

On Wednesday, Israeli de-
fence minister Benny Gantz reit-
erated Tel Aviv’s position that it
would not sell weapon systems
to Ukraine.

According to a statement by
his office, however, Gantz had
asked Ukraine “to share informa-
tion about their needs for air de-
fence alerts”.

Israel would be able to “as-
sist in the development of a life-
saving civilian early-warning sys-
tem”, the statement said.
Ukraine’s ambassador had asked
for systems that would shoot
down the drones instead.

Russia warned on Monday
that an Israeli move to bolster
Kyiv’s forces would severely
damage relations between Mos-
cow and Tel Aviv.

aljazeera

Indonesia has asked the
Netherlands – the country’s
former colonial ruler – to return
eight collections of historical arte-
facts from its museums, includ-
ing the bones of “Java Man”, the
first known fossils of the Homo
erectus species from which hu-
mans are believed to have
evolved.

The artefacts, which are clas-
sified as “looted” by Jakarta, in-
clude statues from Java’s ancient
Hindu kingdom of Singhasari,
personal items belonging to an
Indonesian national hero, and the
bones excavated in Java in the
19th century by Dutch paleoan-
thropologist Eugène Dubois,
which became known as Java
Man.

“The main purpose is to re-
turn the items and produce
knowledge,” Bonnie Triyana, an
historian and a member of the
Indonesian team working on the
repatriation, told Reuters on Fri-
day.

Bonnie said the team’s main
focus was state-owned collec-
tions in national museums, in-
cluding the Netherlands’ Natu-
ralis Biodiversity Center, which
houses the Java Man femur and
skull. The request was filed in
July, Bonnie said.

“These artefacts are a sign
of a much bigger event,” he said.

As a colony of the Nether-
lands between 1800 and 1949,
Indonesia was known as the
Dutch East Indies and was an
important source of wealth for
the Dutch owing to the exploita-
tion of natural resources and the
trade in spices, precious metals
and minerals.

Indonesia seeks
return of
‘looted’

artefacts from
Netherlands

 They are asking for increas-
ing the aids.

“It’s so challenging and diffi-
cult if you do not have anything
to eat or have not shelter to live
especially when one has family.
Everyday my children want me
to provide them with food, but I
cannot provide them with food
and shelter,” said Mir Hamza, a
resident of Kabul living along with
other displaced families.

He said that there were many
families that have been displaced
due to continued drought and were
now living in Kabul, adding that
all the displaced families were liv-
ing in a bad situation as they could
not find enough food for their chil-
dren.  Most families have received

aids once and now that winter is
arriving, it is hoped international
welfare organizations work to
provide these families with
enough food and shelter. Current-
ly, majority of Afghan families
have been now dependent to aids
provided by UN agencies and oth-
er welfare organizations in the past
one year. Most families struggling
to survive hope the aids will in-
crease and continue in coming
months.

On the other hand, Swedish
Committee for Afghanistan (SCA)
is working to provide economic
opportunities for those poor fam-
ilies living in districts and the
countryside.

“Providing economic oppor-

tunities and loans for families liv-
ing in suburbs, loans to people
with disabilities and launching ca-
pacity building programs for these
people are part of programs of the
Swedish Committee for Afghani-
stan so that they can make use of
their resources and boost their
economy,” said Sayed Mohsin
Hashimi, head of programs of
SCA.  Like SCA there are other
international organizations that
are working to help Afghans. Be-
sides, the Islamic Emirate of Af-
ghanistan (IEA) leadership is also
working to boost the country’s
economic situation by implement-
ing small and big projects in the
country.

 Shukria Kohistani

International community aids to...
From P2

“I am concerned about the
coming winter, I have no money,
people help us,” said Bacha Gul,
a displaced person.

“Some people help us to eat
for a few days and then there is
nothing to eat and donor organi-
zations and governments do not
help us,” said Spina, a displaced
person.

“Winter is coming, and peo-
ple are helpless,” said Talib Gul, a
displaced person.

Not just in Paktia but in other
provinces, displaced people face
various challenges and are con-
cerned about the coming winter.

The Kabul Times

Nearly
3,000

displaced...
From P1

Boris Johnson, the man oust-
ed as UK prime minister by his
own government just three
months ago, has emerged as an
early front-runner to be the next
prime minister.

His replacement Liz Truss
crashed and burned after 45 days
in the job, announcing her resig-
nation after being forced to ditch
most of her policy programme
after it spooked the financial mar-
kets. Mr Johnson won the 2019
general election - and under the
British constitution the party in
power can change leader without
another election.

Ms Truss was elected by
Conservative Party members,
who may get the final say in this
latest contest, if two contenders
remain after MPs have voted.

A second Johnson premier-
ship would be an extraordinary
turnaround even for a politician
who has made miraculous come-
backs before. The last time any-
one returned to the office of prime
minister after losing the leadership
was 140 years ago when William
Gladstone returned to lead the
Liberal Party. bbc

Could Boris
Johnson

really make
a comeback?
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