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KABUL: The Supreme Lead-
er of the Islamic Emirate, Mullah
Hibbatullah Akhundzada, has is-
sued an order to review the minis-
tries’ regulations and remove what
he said some cruel articles, a state-
ment from the leader’s office re-
ceived by The Kabul Times said

Supreme Leader orders review in ministries’ regulations
the other day.

“Non-Islamic sharia and cru-
el articles within the regulations
set by the ministries should be re-
moved,” said the statement add-
ing the religious scholars have been
tasked to do the duty.

The Supreme Leader, in the

statement, urged for the full im-
plementation of the Islamic Shar-
ia and that anything should be
managed under the Sharia laws.

The order comes as during the
past administrations, it would take
long to process a document, some-
thing creating headaches for those

referring to the government offic-
es.

Social media users welcomed
the decision made by the IEA Su-
preme Leader and said the review
would help ease the processing of
the documents.

The Kabul Times

KABUL: Russia President
Vladimir Putin has called for com-
pensation of harm done during the
years of U.S.’s occupation of Af-
ghanistan, Tass, a Russian News
Agency reported.

Speaking at the 6th summit of
the Conference on Interaction and
Confidence-building Measures in
Asia (CICA), in Astana, the cap-
ital of Kazakhstan on Thursday,
Putin said in order to normalize
the situation of Afghanistan it is
necessary to jointly work for the
promotion of its economic
growth, the agency said.

“But first of all, we strongly
urge for compensation for the
damage caused to the Afghans
during the years of occupation and
unfreezing the illegally blocked
Afghan funds,” Tass quoted Pu-
tin to stress.  However, he named
no certain country.

Russian President’s assertions
come as Afghanistan suffered
heavy live and property losses
during the former Red Army in-
vasion of the country.

Russian President calls for compensation
during years of Afghanistan occupation

After the return of the Islam-
ic Emirate to power in august
2021, an entity titled ‘Free Mus-
lims Organization of Afghanistan’
called on the Russia as the inher-
ent of the former Soviet Union to
recompense the harms done dur-

ing the Red Army invasion of the
country.

The organization termed the
former Red Army invasion a bru-
tal and the greatest crime of the
century.

President Putin expressed re-

gret over the fact that Afghanistan
“remains one of the most press-
ing security challenges for our re-
gion” and there was a need for joint
cooperation for the revival of its
economy. The Kabul Times

KANDAHAR: Acting Min-
ister of Information and Culture,
Mullah Khairullah Khairkhwa
enquired the health condition of
patients in the country’s south-
ern Kandahar province, the pro-
vincial governor office said in a
statement the other day.

Visiting the Ainu Mina 350-
bed hospital, the acting minister
provided some cashes to the pa-
tients and pledged to provide the
healthcare centers with enough and
standard equipment.

The acting minister thanked
the leadership of the hospital for
doing their duties and asked them
to provide better health services
to the patients in the hospital, the
statement said.

The Kabul Times

Minister Khairkhwa enquires Hospital
patients in Kandahar

KABUL: The Deputy Po-
litical Prime Minister of the Is-
lamic Emirate of Afghanistan,
Mawlavi Abdul Kabir met
with a number of former par-
liamentarians recently re-
turned home, a statement from
his office said the other day.

In the meeting, which was
attended by Shaikh Sha-
habuddin Delawar, head of the
Contact Commission with the
Afghan Personalities, this was
noted that Afghanistan was
the common home of the Af-
ghans and together should

Deputy PM meets with
returning former MPs

construct it, the statement said.
“Our effort is that no Af-

ghan should remain out of the
country and all of them should
return home.

Former government offi-
cials are our brothers and will
be treated kindly in the light of
general amnesty of Amir ul-
Muminin and their problems
would be met,” said the state-
ment quoting the deputy po-
litical prime Minister.

Protection and support of
the current system is the re-
sponsibility of the entire Af-

ghans, Mawlavi Kabir noted.
The returning former

members of parliament spoke
about the current situation
and expressed pleasure of the
wide security and well behav-
ior of the leaders and other
members of the Islamic Emir-
ate. Scores of former govern-
ment officials, including min-
isters and house members
have recently returned home
following the efforts of the
contact commission lead by
Shaikh Shahabuddin Delawar.

The Kabul Times

KABUL: The Islamic Emir-
ate has provided up to 1.2 million
U.S. dollar in cash assistance for
the Afghanistan Cricket Board
(ACB), as it has failed to receive
the fund directly from the Inter-
national Cricket Council (ICC) due
to technical banking problems,
over the past 14 months, the CEO
said Friday.

“As there were numerous ob-
stacles and challenges in the bank-
ing and accounting systems of
Afghanistan, we couldn’t receive

ACB provided with $1.2 mln cash fund

the budget issued by internation-
al Cricket Council (ICC) in the last
14 months,” Naseeb Khan the
CEO of Afghanistan Cricket
Board said on his official Face-
book account.

“The Islamic Emirate has pro-
vided the amount of 1.2 million
U.S. dollar for the Afghanistan
Cricket Board (ACB) enabling the
board to easily arrange its domes-
tic tournaments such as Shpagee-
za League, Green Afghanistan
Cup, Ahmad Shah Abdali and

Ghazi Amanullah Khan teams,”
Khan added.

He added that the ACB has
been frequently holding meetings
with the ICC to resolve the issue.

Pointing to the new and main
sponsor of the Afghan National
Cricket Team he said that the Su-
per Cola company has got the
sponsorship rights for the NCT
in IECC Men’s T20i Cricket
World Cup 2022.

Sayed Naseem Sadaat

KABUL: The university en-
trance examination was launched
on Thursday in Kabul, the capital
of the country, where nearly
30,000 students participated in
the program, according to officials.

Abdul Qahar Khamosh, the
acting head of the National Exam-
ination Authority, said that the
results of the exam will be trans-
parently announced.

The exams have been
launched simultaneously in four
universities, with nearly 34,000
high-school graduate students
participated in the long delayed
process, said the official.

“The examinations were held
in two rounds. 14,500 people
were in the morning and more than
14,500 people participate in the
afternoon,” said Khamosh.

According to him, Kabul was
the last province to launch uni-
versity entrance as the govern-
ment decided to hold the test for
33 provinces in one round.

University entrance exams
held successfully in Kabul

Jawidullah, one of the partic-
ipants of the university entrance
examination, said that when he was
a child, he hoped to become an
engineer. “Now, I hope to be se-
lected for this field,” he told the
private Tolonews TV.

The university entrance exam-
ination was better this year com-
pared to the years before,” said a
participant.

The university entrance exam-
ination segregated male and female
students and some of the students
expressed happiness in taking the
entrance examination.

The results of the examination
will be announced within the next
one or two weeks.

“I have prepared a lot. I am
very happy that I got the chance
to take the examination,” a partic-
ipant told the TV.

Nearly 140,000 students took
part in the university examination
this year.

The Kabul Times

KABUL: Nearly 70,000 chil-
dren are deprived of education due
to lack of teachers in Farah prov-
ince of the country, an official said
the other day.

The provincial Education De-
partment of Farah said that near-
ly 70,000 children are deprived of
education for lack of teachers, ac-
cording to the director, Akhtar
Mohammad Zayem.

The province’s tribal elders
called on the Islamic Emirate to
provide education for their chil-
dren.

“We call on the Islamic Emir-
ate to make schools and clinics for
us and to pay attention to this
issue,” Ahmad Shah, a tribal elder
told Tolonews TV.

“We have schools and build-

Lack of teacher
deprives thousands of

children from
education in Farah

ings for schools, but there are no
teachers and education,” said Ab-
dul Samad, a tribal elder.

Several residents in Farah said
that if their children are not pro-
vided with the opportunity to
learn they will face an uncertain
future.

 “They have to study to
progress and to reach the heights
of success,” said shaikh Ahmad, a
Farah resident.

“They have to be educated no
matter if it is religious lessons or
other lessons,” said Abdulraziq, a
Farah resident.

Earlier, the Educational De-
partment in Farah said there is a
shortage of one thousand teach-
ers in this province.

The Kabul Times

KABUL: After the broad-
cast of a TOLOnews report, a
foreign aid organization has paid
the costs to educate students in a
village in Nahri Saraj district of
Helmand Province.

Abdul Qader in Helmand
teaches 200 students for free and
said that this organization named
Team Jak, based in the UK, has
taken financial responsibility for
60 students and two teachers’
salaries.

 “After the broadcast of the
TOLOnews report, a foreign aid

Foreign aid organization financially
supports 60 students in Helmand

organization in cooperation with
UNICEF helped two classes of
60 students, and I teach 200 stu-
dents for free,” said Abdul Qader,
a teacher.

Meanwhile several students
said that without school materi-
als they continue with their edu-
cation, and they are concerned
about the coming winter and that
they don’t have a suitable place.

“I don’t have books, note-
books and pens but still I come to
school to learn,” said Freshta, a
student.

“Weather became cold, and we
don’t have a building and we ask
for classrooms,” said Mohammad
Usman.

Some residents of the village
welcomed this classroom and
asked for a school building for
their children.

“The government has to help
us and make a building for schools
here, there is a thousand students
that are deprived of education,”
said Qahir Khan, a tribal elder.

Meanwhile, the head of for-
eign relations of the Ministry of

Education said that they are try-
ing to improve Afghan children’s
education.

“We are trying to address all
children’s problem so every
child in Afghanistan can be edu-
cated,” said Wahidullah Hashi-
mi, head of Foreign Relations of
the Ministry of Education.

Earlier, the UN Children’s
Fund (UNICEF) said that they
will make local classrooms for
300 thousand students soon in
this province.

Tolonews

Since Afghanistan is an inde-
pendent country and the Islamic
Emirate is a sovereign and self-
willed system and a country com-
mitted to its religious and cultural
principles, it has to run its affairs
in political, cultural, social, eco-
nomic and educational areas by its
own.

The IEA has its own princi-

Statement in response to U.S. move to
ban IEA members’ foreign travels

ples, and considers its responsi-
bility and obligation to take care
of all aspects of the live of its peo-
ple and to solve their problems
duly. So, we do not allow anyone
to interfere in any affairs of our
system.

As the Islamic Emirate of Af-
ghanistan (IEA) does not interfere
in the internal affairs of other

countries, it wants the same in-
teraction from other countries in-
cluding its neighbors.

The U.S. doesn’t do this for
the interest of the Afghan nation,
but it is seeking its own interests
and other purposes, under such
excuses.

The Kabul Times

Women education is a mere pretext under which the U.S. banned
travel of the Islamic Emirate members abroad.
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“Hijab has direct link to morality of individu-
als in society.”

Food for thought
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Security has now improved
across Afghanistan and the
country is free and calm, but in
some areas in the country’s
north, Afghans are still suffer-
ing, there are still the cracks of
bullets and smell of explosives
in beautiful valleys.

Yes! They are also parts of
our body, and whenever
they’re in pan, we’re in pan.

But the main question is:
who has created the problems
there and what do they want?

Although it is not possible
to answer this question with
just a few lines as it is a funda-
mental and sensitive question,
I will try to write a brief and
open answer to this question.

Almost 75 years ago when
the then Britain agreed to the
partitioning of India and Af-
ghanistan and Pakistan was
established and left the two
countries (Afghanistan and

Let’s all get together and
work for a united &

developed Afghanistan

India) with an unsolvable dis-
pute regarding the borders,
then at the same time made
plans to partition the East Pa-
kistan (Bengal) and Northern
Afghanistan.

 Two decades later, the
then Great Britain was able to
partition Pakistan but failed to
divide Afghanistan because of
brave and visionary thinking
of Afghan leaders.

As everybody has noticed
in the past two decades dur-
ing which some so-called fig-
ures of the country’s north
were shouting for federalism,
the Islamic Emirate leaders
took a clever step and with the
blessing hands of Mullah Ab-
dul Salam Akhund captured
Kunduz and spoiled the parti-
tion dream of those shouting
for division and federalism
system in the country.

The word division and par-

tition of Afghanistan which is
being echoed by some figures
is not new.

It was started in 1970 and
later the opportunists got more
chances particularly when the
Soviet Union invaded Afghan-
istan. During the respective pe-
riod, Pakistan, U.S. and the
then Soviet Union indirectly
started working for the divi-
sion and partition of Afghani-
stan by installing Sibghatullah
Mujadidi and later Burhanud-
din Rabbani with giving the
defense ministry to Ahmad
Shah Masoud.

There were some others
who were also involved in de-
struction of Kabul. For exam-
ple, Mazari, Sayyaf, Rabbani
and Hekmatyar, Masoud and
Dustom have been all consid-
ered as big killers of the peo-
ple of Kabul during the civil
war in the country.

 It is very interesting that
some of them have been given
the title of National Hero and
Marshal.

Why did these people not
oppose the aggression and
continuation of the western
invasion? Why were they giv-
en a bigger and sweeter por-
tion? Why didn’t they suffer
in the past two decades of U.S.
invasion? Why the invaders
did not aggressively enter
Panjshir? All these questions
are based on; these controver-
sialists only want to divide
Afghanistan.

Those who are shouting
for the division and partition
of Afghanistan should know
that nobody and no groups or
nor tribes would get benefit
from a divided Afghanistan.
Instead, they should work for
a united Afghanistan as all can
hugely benefit from a one and
united Afghanistan.

The Hazara brothers are
our capital, the Tajiks have
decorated and managed all of-
ficers, the Turkmen, the
Uzbeks, the Gujr, the Imaq, the
Pashayee, the Nuristanis and
the Baluchis have made the
country’s lands, valleys,
deserts and mountains beauti-
ful.

The Pashtuns have won
the field, meaning that all tribes
are members of our country;
therefore, let’s get united and
save our country from any di-
vision and partition.  It is a very
good chance to help the cur-
rent system and government as
its honest and pious leaders
are working honestly for a unit-
ed and developed Afghani-
stan.

Now, it’s time to get togeth-
er and get united and work
shoulder to shoulder for a de-
veloped Afghanistan.

Amin Wardak

Two decades later, the then Great Britain was able to partition Paki-
stan but failed to divide Afghanistan because of brave and visionary

thinking of Afghan leaders.

Afghan refugees have long been facing harsh problems in foreign coun-
tries, including the neighboring countries, with the worst, amid growing
migration over the past one year.

Social media, recently showed pictures of many Afghan refugees, bru-
tally tortured, beaten and insulted by some countries’ security officials,
particularly, following another wave of migration from the country.

Afghans leaving in Pakistan struggling with critical problems in the fields
of residence documents, passports, visas, education as well as health and
work, as police often harass them in the neighboring country.

According to media reports, Afghan refugees are not allowed to open
bank accounts and their children to get enrolled in schools.

Also, in the neighboring Iran, some media said Afghan refugees were
‘forced into hardest work that Iranians could not do.’

In the neighboring Tajikistan, many Afghan refugees, even with migra-
tion documents, have been forced to leave the country or the security offi-
cials took them out of the country’s border, few weeks ago. The measure
received blame from the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees
(UNHCR).

In Greece, a member of Afghan refugee community, has been reported
by one of the country’s popular and valid private media, Pajhwok Afghan
News as speaking about the problems of refugees in the European coun-
tries and saying: “Afghan refugees living in Europe were in a bad situation
as most of them were imprisoned, drowned in water or forced to return to
their own country.”

Even Greeks hardly found work in their country and for Afghans it was
very difficult to find a job and many refugees were forced to collect papers
and bottles to find one-time meal and even forced into ‘prostitution’, said
the media.

This is not the issue of only one year since the Islamic Emirate’s return
to power, but the challenges have faced by the destitute Afghans over the
last long years, after the formers so-called democratic systems failed to
provide them with work and shelters inside the country.

The problems existed decades ago, mainly due to overspread insecurity,
political and economic problems. But, time has now reached for the Islam-
ic Emirate to try its best to overcome the problems, as the leaders are now
the only responsible to protect and defend the rights of the citizens at home
and overseas, both legally and under the Islamic Sharia.

During the past regimes, the so-called government leaders and politi-
cians only dealt with the Afghans’ bloods, usurped their lands and looted
public properties, but failed to pave ground for them to work and get rid of
poverty at home and the harsh situation worldwide, mainly in Iran and Paki-
stan.

Afghans have the rights to work, get educated, access justice and their
citizen rights respected and this is the basic responsibility of the Islamic
Emirate to help them reach their rights and receive any kinds of services
inside and outside the country.

Also, the entire patriotic Afghans, including professional cadres and
skilled personalities, have to return home and take part in their country’s
reconstruction.

IEA should defend citizen’s
rights to prevent more migration

Low-quality fuel

directly causes air

pollution
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Deputy Ministry of Interior
for counter narcotics has informed
that the ministry has decided to
construct a huge drug treatment
center for more than 20,000 drug-
addicts in Kabul’s Pul-e-Charkhi
area.

Meanwhile, in its recent re-
port the United Nations Devel-
opment Program (UNDP) in Af-
ghanistan has stated that it has
signed an agreement with the Unit-
ed Nations Office on Drugs and
Crime (UNODC) to provide es-
sential medicines and medical sup-
plies for drug treatment.

“Through the 2 M USD part-

nership, UNDP and UNODC will
jointly support the provision of
essential medicine, equipment,
and hygiene kits to 17 drug treat-
ment centers across the country
with a 930-bed capacity across the
north, west, east, and central high-
land regions,” the report reads.

The counter-narcotics depart-
ment of the interior ministry wel-
comed the help of the United Na-
tions Development Program. A
large facility will be built in Kabul
to treat drug addicts, according to
the interior ministry’s counter-
narcotics department, and con-
struction is already under way.

A large number of people par-
ticularly youth have used drugs
for years as they have become
addicted to drugs due to unem-
ployment, poverty and dozens of
other problems. Most of the drug-
addicts spend their days and
nights away from their families in
cold places or warm places. To
find drugs to use, they mostly turn
to begging, or other immoral ac-
tivities.

As security has improved
across Afghanistan and the coun-
try is slowly moving towards per-
manent peace and stability. The
Islamic Emirate leadership is

Afghanistan Ministry of Pub-
lic Health (MoPH) has informed
that 50 percent of the country’s
population is suffering from men-
tal health.

According to the MoPH offi-
cials, one in two Afghans are suf-
fering from mental health in the
country and at least 50 percent of
the country’s population needs
mental services.

“Based on national survey
conducted about mental health in
2018, of each two people, one of
them is struggling with mental

World Mental Health Day; 50%
 of Afghans suffer from mental problem

stress due to several reasons. The
tally is expected to increase,” said
Mohammad Hassan Gheyasi,
deputy minister of health.

He added that it was good that
since 2004, mental health and
psycho-social counseling have
been a major part of health ser-
vices, and many health workers
have been trained in mental health
and it was still going on, as last
year more than two million peo-
ple have received mental health
services mostly through primary
health care.

Dr. Gheyasi further said that
the country’s ministry of public
health was committed to provid-
ing facilities to the population to
get access to regular health ser-
vices, adding that the ministry was
continually working to improve
the quality and fragmentation of
the current health services in the
primary and secondary health
centers of their health system so
that no one should be excluded due
to poverty, stigma, limitations,
geographic or other factors from
mental health services.

Meanwhile, head of the de-
partment of the mental health of
the ministry of public health Wa-
hidullah Afghan said that the num-
ber of patients suffering from
mental illness has increased by 50
percent.

It is worth mentioning that
October 10th marks World Men-
tal Health Day. War and econom-
ic challenges are considered as the
main reasons for increasing men-
tal stresses among the country’s
population.

Samiullah Momand

C
hil Zena ‘Forty Steps’,
also Chehel Zina, is a
mountainous outcrop

at the western limit of the city of
Kandahar. Forty stone steps lead
to the top of the outcrop, hence
its name. It gives a commanding
view on the city of Kandahar.

Chil Zina was located on the
northern side of the old citadel of
Old Kandahar, destroyed by Na-
dir Shah Afshar of Persia in 1738.
The carving of the staircase was
commissioned by the Emperor
Babur. Chil Zina later received
numerous inscriptions about the
conquests of Babur (1526-1530),
apparently carved by his son
Hamayun.

The original Islamic and Indi-
an architecture used in construct-
ing this arch or porch has given it
beauty. The geographical location
of this arch is located in a green
place and close to the Arghandab
River, which has added to the
beauty of this historical place.

Chel Zina, key tourist &
cultural  area in

Afghanistan’s Kandahar

Another name for this arch is
“Forty Steps.”

This historical monument,
also referred to as “Pish Tagh” by
Afghan scholar Farooq Ansari,
was built by Zahiruddin Moham-
mad Babar, the founder of the
Babri dynasty 13 Shawwal 928,
after the second conquest of Kan-
dahar. It ended in 953 lunar years
after a 25-year hiatus.

The fences and shutters on
both sides of the shrine were built
during the reign of Amanullah
Khan and by order of his wife,
Queen Suraya. Although this
building is not very old in terms
of historical records compared to
other antiquities of Kandahar, it
is a very beautiful area overlook-
ing the river “Arghandab,” and
most of the gardens and agricul-
tural fields are spectacular, mem-
orable places.

According to my calculations,
in 25 years, 80 stonecutters have
completed the work of Zena with

different intervals, and there the
inscriptions named “Ferdows
Makani Babarshah,” “Mirza Ka-
mran,” “Mirza Askari,” and “Mir-
za Handal” who were the owners
of sugar It is written. Because the
king was not present, the names
of his sons and the owners of
Kandahar are engraved.

It is also well known for the
discovery of the Indian Emperor
Ashoka’s Kandahar Bilingual
Rock Inscription on the moun-
tainside, which is still located on
in an open-air compound on the
mountainside.

The presence of this inscrip-
tion at Chil Zina helped confirm
the presence of Greek popula-
tions in the vicinity in the 3rd cen-
tury BCE, as well as the extent of
Ashoka’s control, which is there-
fore thought to have incorporated
Kandahar and its region of Ara-
chosia.

Saida Ahmadi

The first Mining and Met-
als International Expo was held
last week in Kabul, the capital.
The expo was aimed to intro-
duce the country’s products
and absorb domestic and for-
eign investment in the coun-
try’s mining sector.

According to officials of
the Ministry of Mines and Pe-
troleum, the Mining and Met-
als International Expo was or-
ganized for the first time in Af-
ghanistan from Oct 11-13. In
the expo, the country’s domes-
tic products were exhibited. For
example, various metals, previ-
ous stones, handicrafts, rugs
and carpets, jewelries and var-
ious minerals were put in 40
boots for exhibition.

In the expo, a number of Af-
ghan national traders asked the
Islamic Emirate to address chal-
lenges facing the traders and
pay the way for their visits to
the United Arab Emirate (UAE)
to expand their mutual trade

Mining & Metals International Expo held in Kabul
with the respective country.

“In current situation in
which the security has im-
proved across the country, fur-
ther investment should be ab-
sorbed on mining sector to
provide more job opportunities
for the people,” said Naqibul-
lah, head of Roby Expo. He said
organizing such expos could be
productive for absorption of
more investment on the coun-
try’s mining sector.

Meanwhile, Khanjan
Alokozay, deputy of Afghani-
stan Chamber of Commerce and
Industries (ACCI), told partic-
ipants in opening ceremony of
the expo that holding such ex-
pos was important as the min-
ing sector could play vital role
in creating job opportunities
and helping the country reach
self-sufficiency.

Alokozay asked the Islam-
ic Emirate (IEA) to create a per-
manent expo for investors in-
side the country and provide

more facilities for investors
particularly the Afghan inves-
tors living abroad to invest in
the country.

In the opening ceremony
of the expo, deputy minister of
mines and petroleum Shaikh
Hasamuddin Sabiry asked all
investors to return their home
and do invest inside Afghani-
stan.

 Based on the information
of the ministry of mines and
petroleum, contracts for extrac-
tion of most of the country’s
mines have been signed with
some big and small companies,
while some are under bidding.

He said that the ministry of
mines and petroleum has pre-
vented from illegally extracting
of mines in the country, add-
ing that the ministry was mak-
ing efforts to go with profes-
sionally extracting of the coun-
try’s mines.

Meanwhile, acting minister
of commerce and industries of

the Islamic Emirate of Afghan-
istan (IEA) Nooruddin Azizi
informed of holding Afghani-
stan Previous Stones Expo in
the United Arab Emirate in near
future.

Recalling of Afghans’ tal-
ents and competency in invest-
ment in other countries, acting
minister of commerce and in-
dustries said the Afghan
Alokozay Company was pro-
ducing the best beverages in
Europe, adding that Afghan in-
vestors have invested dozens
of billions dollars in UAE,
showing their competency in
investment in other countries.

It is worth mentioning that
Afghanistan mineral resources
are estimated more than $9 tril-
lion in value. Local companies
as well as some foreign com-
panies have been investing
millions dollar doing mines ex-
ploration and extraction in var-
ious parts of the country.

Shukria Kohistani

The National Federation of
the Blind celebrates White
Cane Awareness Day every
year on October 15.

For blind people, the white
cane is an essential tool that
gives us the ability to achieve
a full and independent life. It
allows us to move freely and
safely from place to place—
whether it’s at work, at school,
or around our neighborhoods.

While it was not uncom-
mon throughout history for
blind people to use a stick or
cane to navigate, society large-
ly didn’t accept that blind peo-
ple could travel by ourselves
until recently.

In the 1960s, the National
Federation of the Blind became
a leader in fighting for the
rights of the blind and in pio-
neering innovative training
programs using the white cane.
At our urging, the United
States Congress adopted a
joint resolution in 1964 desig-
nating October 15 of each year
as White Cane Safety Day and
recognizing that white canes
enable blind people to travel
safely and independently.

While the white cane does
keep blind people safe, it is also
a tool that blind people use to
explore and navigate their en-
vironment. For this reason, the
White Cane Safety Day has

The number of blind people to
increase to 115 million in 30 years

shifted over time away from
safety, and toward indepen-
dence and equality.

To emphasize the shift in
focus from safety to indepen-
dence, and to continue to use
the white cane as a symbol,
each country has chosen to
refer to this day as White Cane
Awareness Day.

A study by a group of ex-
perts shows that the number
of blind people will increase to
nearly 115 million people by
2050. In addition, in 2050, pres-
byopia will affect about one
billion people over 55 years of
age in the world.

Most of the people suffer-
ing from blindness or visual
impairment are and will be res-
idents of South Asian coun-
tries now and in the future, and
women with more than 54 per-
cent are affected more than
men.

After South Asia, the re-
gions of East Asia, Southeast
Asia, and then other regions
of this continent and the con-
tinent of Africa will face such
problems more than other parts
of the world. The increase in
population and the increase in
the proportion of elderly peo-
ple in the total population are
the main factors of these
changes.

In Afghanistan, based on

official statistics released by
relevant government organs,
there are more than 500,000
blind people mostly women in
Afghanistan. It also says that
1,000 people lose the sight of
at least one of their eyes every
year.

High blood pressure, heart
diseases and diabetes, micro-
bial eye diseases, delay in the
treatment of eye diseases, mar-
riages within the family and
heredity are among the factors
that make a person suffer from
blindness.

The life of this segment of
the society, which naturally
faces many challenges and
needs the attention of those in
charge. From problems in edu-
cation, livelihood, financial
and spiritual life matters and
their social status, they are in
trouble and need that all
should work for them. Disabil-
ity is a limitation and should
be supported by disability pol-
icies, laws and strategies so
that the government can use
of their capacity for the devel-
opment of society.

The white cane is the flag
of independence of a blind per-
son. White Cane Day is not a
day of pity. It is the day to rec-
ognize the independence and
rights of the blind.

Zarabi

working to somehow eliminate the
cultivation of poppy and fight
narcotics in the country. The IEA
has introduced saffron and soy-
bean as alternative for cultivating
poppy in various parts of the
country particularly the southern
zone. It should be said that ban-
ning poppy cultivation in the
country has made drug-traffick-
ers to somehow encourage people
not to cultivate poppy and tell
them to cultivate saffron and soy-
abean, so that they can use it to
make money and make a lot of
profits. Mohammad Daud

Drug addicts treatment hospital
to be built in Kabul
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Nine rockets landed around
the Iraqi capital’s Green Zone,
home to government buildings
and foreign missions, accord-
ing to a military statement, as a
parliament session was about
to begin that was meant to
elect a new president.

Several members of the se-
curity forces were injured in
Thursday’s attack, the state-
ment added without giving fur-
ther details, but a security offi-
cial told AFP that ten people
were injured as a result of the
attack.

He added that one of the
projectiles fell near parliament.

According to a Reuters
witness and parliament sourc-
es, at least three rockets land-
ed in the Green Zone.

There was no immediate
claim of responsibility.

Similar attacks took place
last month as the parliament
was holding a vote to confirm
its speaker.

Rocket attacks on the
Green Zone have happened
regularly in recent years but
they are normally directed at
Western targets by Iran-
backed militia groups.

Alarabiya

Nine rockets land around
Iraq’s Green Zone

Ukraine’s ambassador to Sau-
di Arabia praised the Kingdom on
Thursday for voting in favor of a
UN resolution that condemned the
purported Russian annexation of
Ukrainian territories.

Last month, Russia pro-
claimed its annexation of four par-
tially occupied regions in Ukraine
- Donetsk, Luhansk, Kherson and
Zaporizhzhia - after staging so-
called referendums.

Saudi Arabia was one of 143
UN member states that voted for
the UN resolution on Wednesday,
which also called for the immedi-
ate reversal of Russia’s annexation
declaration.

In a tweet from Anatolii Pe-
trenko, Ukraine’s ambassador to
Saudi Arabia, the envoy thanked
the Kingdom for its vote.

“Grateful to #SaudiArabia for
its steadfast position and support
of the #UNGA Resolution ‘Terri-
torial Integrity: Defending the
Principles of the UN Charter.’ Your
voice was heard loudly and clear-
ly,” Petrenko said.

The tweet was reposted by
the official account for Ukraine’s
embassy in Saudi Arabia.

The countries that voted
against the resolution were Syria,
Nicaragua, North Korea and Be-
larus. Another 35 countries ab-
stained from the vote. Alarabiya

Ukraine
thanks Saudi

Arabia for
UN vote
against
Russia

annexations

Thousands of people in
southeastern Australia have been
told to leave their homes after two
days of incessant rain caused dams
to overflow and rivers to burst
their banks.

Large parts of Victoria state,
southern New South Wales and
the northern regions of the island
state of Tasmania have been
pounded by an intense weather
system with some seeing more
than a month’s worth of rain since
late on Wednesday, according to
officials.

“[This] has led to widespread,
major flooding … with some riv-
ers experiencing record flooding
and this is only going to continue
to move downstream and get
worse,” Bureau of Meteorology
forecaster Dean Narramore told
Australian public broadcaster
ABC television.

Victoria, Australia’s second-
most populous state, was the
worst hit with the western Mel-
bourne suburb of Maribyrnong
swamped by the rising waters.

Floods force thousands from their
homes in southeastern Australia

Footage on social media
showed people wading through
knee-deep water with their pets
and some being rescued in boats.

“It’s far from over, we’ll see
waters rise,” Victoria Premier
Daniel Andrews told the ABC.
“We’ll see more and more waters
continuing to rise, more and more
houses being inundated, more and
more communities being closed
off.” The Victorian government
was preparing to reopen a COV-
ID-19 quarantine centre to shel-
ter those whose homes were un-
inhabitable, he added.

“This has been a very, very
significant flood event and it’s far
from over.”

The ground floor of the An-
glers Tavern, a pub on the banks
of the Maribyrnong River, was
almost completely under water on
Friday morning.

Near-record flood levels were
expected later on Friday evening
in the towns of Shepparton and
Murchison, north of Melbourne,
with the state’s three major dams

already spilling over or about to.
Victoria is usually spared se-

rious floods, but Margaret Cook
of the University of the Sunshine
Coast said September was wetter
and cooler than usual, “which
meant the ground was already sat-
urated in many areas. Colder
weather means less water evapo-
rates.

Together that made the state
primed for floods,” she wrote in
the Conversation.

Northern parts of Tasmania
— an island state south of Victo-
ria — were also preparing for sig-
nificant floods.

Mass evacuation orders were
issued, while heavy rains forced
the closure of some 120 roads.

“Lives are at risk from flood-
waters,” Tasmania’s emergency
service said in a statement.

In New South Wales, the coun-
try’s most populous state, an
evacuation centre was set up af-
ter torrential rain hit Forbes, about
390km (240 miles) west of Syd-
ney, on Thursday evening.

A few months ago, a box was
left outside the door of 34-year-
old Yu Ting Xu’s* apartment in
Beijing. Inside, there was an elec-
tronic monitoring wristband and
a demand that she wear the wrist-
band at all times as part of the
fight against COVID-19 in her
residential area.

While telling her story over
a video call, Yu shuffles about in
the background. When she re-
turns to her screen, she is hold-
ing up the wristband, which
looks like a smartwatch but has
a plain white plastic surface in-
stead of a display.

 “I have never put it on,” she
said.

“I have accepted lockdowns,
forced COVID-19 tests and
health codes, but this thing feels
like surveillance just for the sake
of surveillance.”

The wristband was the last
straw for Yu who is among an
increasing number of citizens
concerned about the motivation
for the Chinese authorities’ ex-
pansive use of COVID-19-relat-
ed technology.

As China doubles down on ‘zero-
COVID’, some have had enough

“I am afraid that the COVID-
19 strategy is starting to be about
controlling Chinese people in-
stead of fighting COVID-19,” she
told Al Jazeera.

Just a few days before
Yu received the wristband, thou-
sands of residents in central Chi-
na had used social media to organ-
ise a protest outside a bank in
Zhengzhou.

Many had been unable to ac-
cess their bank deposits at the
city’s Yu Zhou Xin Min Sheng
Village Bank since April with the
bank claiming that the problem
was due to “system upgrades”.

Fed up with months of excus-
es, the depositors planned to pro-
test in front of the bank’s head-
quarters. But the day before, thou-
sands of depositors suddenly
found their smartphones buzzing
and the health codes on their com-
pulsory COVID-19 apps turning
from green to red.

Colour changes usually hap-
pen when the holder has visited a
COVID-19-infected area or been
designated a close contact with
someone with the virus, and it

means that the individual must
quarantine immediately.

There had not been a regis-
tered COVID-19 outbreak in the
province, and the health codes
of the family members who ac-
companied the many depositors
to the protest remained green.

Beijing has said technology
such as the app and wristband
are crucial to its zero-COVID
strategy and its commitment to
stamping out the virus, but the
red health codes in Zhengzhou
and the electronic wristbands in
Beijing have contributed to grow-
ing scepticism about the govern-
ment’s motives.

When the health code sys-
tem was implemented in early
2020, rights groups, including
Human Rights Watch, warned
such digital tools risked breach-
ing the human rights of any Chi-
nese citizen with a smartphone.

In the first two years of its
operation, those early warnings
were largely drowned out by
thundering applause at the ap-
parent success of the zero-COV-
ID policy. Aljazeera

Deadly Indonesia football stampede
caused by tear gas: Minister

A football stampede in In-

donesia that killed more than
130 people was caused by tear
gas, the country’s security
minister has said.

A team of government offi-
cials, and football and securi-
ty experts had launched an in-
vestigation to determine the
main cause of death in one of
the world’s worst stadium di-
sasters, which occurred after a
match at Kanjuruhan Stadium
in East Java on October 1.

Coordinating Security

Minister Mahfud MD on Fri-
day said footage from 32 secu-
rity cameras revealed the inci-
dent was more harrowing than
previously known.

The findings, detailed in a
124-page list of recommenda-
tions, have been handed to the
president.

A separate team was still in-
vestigating the toxicity of the
chemical compound used, but
whatever the result, it could
not “diminish the conclusion

that the massive [number of]
deaths was mainly caused by
tear gas”, Mahfud said.

The crowd control measure
is banned for use in stadiums
by the world football govern-
ing body, FIFA.

The fact-finding team
found the police personnel on
duty had no knowledge of the
prohibition of tear gas, which
it said was fired “indiscrimi-
nately” and the officers had
employed “excessive” mea-
sures.

Investigators concluded
that the Indonesian football
Association (PSSI) had been
negligent by ignoring regula-
tions and called for the resig-
nation of its chairman and ex-
ecutive committee.

They added that match or-
ganiser PT Liga Indonesia Baru
had also been negligent.

Indonesian authorities and
the PSSI have faced mounting
questions and criticism over
the incident.

The police and the military
said they were investigating
dozens of their officers in rela-
tion to the incident. The police
have sought to play down their
role in the tragedy, emphasis-
ing that narrow doors in the
overcapacity stadium, exacer-
bated the crush.

At least six people, includ-
ing three police officers, have
been charged over the deadly
incident.

Earlier this week, the PSSI
announced it had formed a
joint task force with FIFA to
improve crowd control and
safety measures.

The rare intervention by
the sport’s governing body
comes as Indonesia is due to
host the FIFA under-20 World
Cup next year.

Japanese yen
touches 32-year low
against US dollar

The Japanese yen touched a
32-year low against the US dollar
after official figures showed that
prices had risen faster than ex-
pected in America.

The yen fell to 147.66 against
the US dollar before regaining
some ground.

Japanese Finance Minister
Shunichi Suzuki said the govern-
ment will take "appropriate ac-
tion" against the currency's vola-
tility.

In a rare move last month, Ja-
pan spent almost $20bn
(£17.6bn) to prop up the coun-
try's struggling currency.

"We cannot tolerate excessive
volatility in the currency market
driven by speculative moves.
We're watching currency moves
with a strong sense of urgency,"
Mr Suzuki told reporters after
attending a G7 finance meeting in
Washington, DC.

That move came after the yen
hit a fresh 24-year low against the
dollar, marking the first time that
Japanese authorities had inter-

vened in the currency market since
1998.

However, analysts have
warned that interventions like this
would have little effect as long as
Japan's interest rates remain far
lower than those in the US.

The Japanese currency has
come under increasing pressure in
recent months, mainly due to the
very different approach taken by
the Bank of Japan (BOJ) in com-
parison with the US Federal Re-
serve. On Thursday, official fig-
ures showed that consumer pric-
es in the US rose more than ex-
pected last month in a sign that
the inflation fight in the world's
largest economy is far from over.

Inflation, the rate at which
prices rise, was 8.2% in the 12
months to September, down from
8.3% in August.

Rising consumer prices in the
US are being closely watched as
the Federal Reserve's efforts to
cool inflation push up the value
of the dollar as well as global bor-
rowing costs. BBC
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