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K
ABUL: Prime Minis
ter of the Islamic Emir
ate of Afghanistan

Mullah Mohammad Hassan
Akhund in a message issued on
the occasion of the Week of Af-
ghan Red Crescent Society  has
declared the Islamic Emirate’s full
support the aims and humanitari-
an services of Afghan Red Cres-
cent Society (ARCS).

 “The Islamic Emirate of Af-

ghanistan is supporting the aims

and humanitarian services of the

Afghan Red Crescent Society and

praising its work on reduction in

human suffering,” Mullah Moham-

mad Hassan Akhund said.
In his messages, the IEA Prime

Minister called on the country’s
benevolent citizen, national trad-
ers, entrepreneurs and government
employees to financially and spir-

Prime Minister praises ARCS
humanitarian services countrywide

itually support the Afghan Red
Crescent Society so that it can

urgently reach and address the vic-
tims of natural and unnatural inci-

dents in the country.
The Kabul Times

KABUL: Acting Minister
of Information and Culture,
Mawlavi Khairullah Khairkhwa

Reconstruction process of Ahmad
Shah Baba house, Narenj Palace

will be accelerated, minister

KABUL: The Ittihad-ul-Ul-
ama or the Union of the Reli-
gious Scholars in a gathering
held in Turkiye, asked the reli-
gious scholars to play their role
in recognition of the Islamic
Emirate.

The Ulama Union asked
the religious scholars to try
their best to play key role in
widening political, economic
and cultural relation between
the caretaker government led
by the Islamic Emirate of Af-
ghanistan (IEA) and the Islam-
ic countries.

Addressing the gathering
of the religious scholars’
union, spokesman of the Is-
lamic Emirate of Afghanistan
(IEA) Zabihullah Mujahid also

Religious scholars urged to
play role in recognition of

Islamic Emirate
touched on the girls’ education
and said that work was under-
way to arrange principle and
set up principles for the re-
opening of girls’ schools.

Representing the Islamic
Emirate at the gathering of the
Ittihad-ul-Ulama (Religious
Scholars Union) in Turkiye, the
Islamic Emirate spokesman
said that schools for girls in Af-
ghanistan are being held up for
some reasons, including “set-
ting up classrooms, a curricu-
lum, and transportation servic-
es for girls.”

He said male students from
first to the twelfth and girls of
six grades were regularly go-
ing to their schools.

“But schools, for girls of

seventh to the twelfth grades,
are stopped, but not because
we do not want education, we
are preparing their principles,
curriculum, educational places,
and transportation,” said Mu-
jahid.

This is because to make
sure that people mentally allow
their daughters to go to
schools, that their hijab is ob-
served and that what they learn
is valid, because the past cur-
riculum was made by America,
according to the IEA spokes-
man.

“If that system is imple-
mented in Afghanistan, ideas
will change and they will be
against the country,” he not-
ed. The Kabul Times

KABUL: A heavy weapon
and ammunition cache was discov-
ered in the country’s southern
province of Uruzgan, Bakhtar
News Agency reported in its offi-
cial twitter account, the other day.

Wide number of various weap-
ons and ammunition of different
types of arms have been seized
from the cache, in the Khairo
Kariz area of the province, the
agency quoted Mullah Mamur
Amin, a senior official of the pro-
vincial security department as
saying.

The Islamic Emirate is com-
mitted to disarm illegal groups and
seize all illegally used weapons to
ensure security countrywide.

The Kabul Times

KABUL: Construction
project of a road was kicked off
in Afghanistan’s southern
province of Farah, according
to Bakhtar News Agency, re-
porting on his twitter account
on Monday.

The project to build the
road has been said to take up

Construction of a road
kicked off in Farah

during his visit to the coun-
try’s southern Kandahar prov-
ince, vowed to accelerate the

reconstruction process of
Narenj Palace and Ahmad Shah
Baba house, Bakhtar News
Agency reported the other day.

The acting minister asked
the international organizations
enlist the two historical struc-
tures in the world cultural her-
itages and cooperate with the
Afghanistan in the rebuilding
and protection of the histori-
cal Narenj Palace and Ahmad
Shah Baba house, the state-
run agency said.

The acting minister has
also visited the 350-bed coro-
na treatment hospital in Ainu
Mina township of Kandahar
province and enquired the
health condition of the pa-
tients there.

 The Kabul Times

to 28 million Afghani (some
325,665. U.S. dollar) which is
paid from the provincial munic-
ipality budget, the agency
quoted Mawlavi Mohammad
Wali Idris, the mayor as say-
ing.

The agency did not make
clear on his brief twitter post

that how long and how wide
the road was.

Road construction process
has been accelerated all over
the country, after sure securi-
ty since the takeover the Islam-
ic Emirate in mid-August last
year.

The Kabul Times

Weapon
cache

discovered
in Uruzgan

KABUL: Nearly 500 people
that most of them are women and
girls are learning carpet weaving,
sewing, embroidery and other
skills to improve their future.

These women and girls said
that living at home made them
unhappy and now they learn to
work and help their families fi-
nancially.

“I want to help my family fi-
nancially and serve our society in
the near future,” said Bibi Gul
Ghani Zada, a Herat resident.

“With the facilities that we
have here i can do something and
make my future, said Masuma

Mercy Corps creates learning
opportunities for 500 men, women

Rezai, a Herat resident.
Most of these women are ed-

ucated but they were jobless and
now this educational program has
made new opportunities for them.

“We can learn good skills here
and can teach them to others in
the future,” said Zahra Moham-
madi, a Herat resident.

“When I started learning here
my mood and morale changed and
now I have hope and motivation
for my future,” said Sadaf Yosufi,
a Herat resident.

Mercy Corps is an American
institute that has provided the
training ground for around 500

women and girls for six months in
Herat, and this institute makes job
opportunities in the private sec-
tor for graduates.

“Nearly 500 persons are
learning here and among them are
200 are women and 300 are men,”
said Merza Mohammad, head of
Labour and Social Affairs in Her-
at.

In the past year, due to eco-
nomic challenges most women and
girls lost their jobs and the eco-
nomic challenges of their families
have multiplied.

Tolonews

The two-day meeting of Is-
lamic scholars in Turkey ended
today with the issuance of an 18-
point resolution.

In the declaration, the respon-
sibilities of the ulama and govern-
ment of the Islamic Emirate of
Afghanistan has been specifically
mentioned, which should be giv-
en full attention.

The resolution states: “The
Islamic world needs qualified and
capable scholars to become a
model of leadership for the Islam-

Islamic world should recognize IEA,
Islamic scholars' statement

ic Ummah, so if our scholars to
be responsive and effective to the
demands of today’s world and
become familiar with spiritual,
intellectual and new technologies
they must receive the necessary
training in special Islamic training
centers; so they can not only re-
frain the Muslim Ummah from
intellectual deviation but also play
the role of leadership for the Mus-
lim Ummah. In the  declaration, it
is stated that the scholars should
strictly prevent the stench of rac-

ism and nationalism and not al-
low this evil phenomenon of West-
erners to grow in the Islamic soci-
ety.

In the resolution, the victory
of the Islamic Emirate against the
“infidel world” has been termed
as “pride” for the entire Ummah
addding that ”The scholars have
the responsibility to strengthen
the relations of the new govern-
ment of Afghanistan with the Is-
lamic world in the political, eco-
nomic and cultural fields as well

as encourage the leaders of the Is-
lamic countries to recognize the
Islamic Emirate.”

The declaration says: Since
the Islamic Emirate has come to
power in Afghanistan in a diffi-
cult economic situation, until it
became stable, the scholars of the
Islamic world should take neces-
sary steps as an important duty
to guide the Muslims of the world.

See P4
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“Hijab has direct link to morality of individu-
als in society.”

Food for thought
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The International Red
Cross and Red Crescent Move-
ment is the world’s largest hu-
manitarian network. The Move-
ment is neutral and impartial,
and provides protection and
assistance to people affected
by disasters and conflicts. 24th
Mizan ’16th October’ is the
start of special Week of the Red
Crescent Movement.

Marking the week of the
Red Crescent is actually cele-
brating the day when a new
page was opened in the histo-
ry of humanitarian aid and as-
sistance in the world. In fact,
the Red Crescent is considered
as a neutral and impartial hu-
manitarian organization in dif-
ferent countries of the world.

The Fundamental Princi-
ples are an expression of the

ARCS with 80 years of
humanitarian services in

Afghanistan history

International Red Cross Red
Crescent Movement’s values
and practices. They were de-
veloped based on the Move-
ment’s experience responding
to suffering and needs over the
previous century. The Funda-
mental Principles are at once
operational and aspirational.
They serve both as a guide for
action and as the Movement’s
common identity and purpose.

The Afghan Red Crescent
Society (ARCS), which was
founded to assist vulnerable
people who are affected by
natural and non - natural disas-
ters, expects the people that
during one week of the year
(special week) they should fi-
nancially and spiritually sup-
port and strengthen the orga-
nization so that this institution

can further develop and ex-
pand its humanitarian activi-
ties.

The organization treats a
number of children with ven-
tricular septal defect (VSD),
broken bones and severe
burns every year. Establishing
emergency shelters for feeding
and providing aid, emergency
camps for providing drinking
water and sanitation services,
finding family members who
have suffered, education, pro-
viding a wide range of first aid
and medical care to people in
emergency situations and oth-
ers are parts of the programs
planned and implemented by
the organization.

As a national society in Af-
ghanistan, the Afghan Red
Crescent Society (ARCS) has

responded to disasters in all
over the country since its in-
ception in 1934 through its
humanitarian services consid-
ering the seventh accepted
principles of the movement
(Humanity, Impartiality, Neu-
trality, Independence, Volun-
tary services, Unity, Universal-
ity).

Marking the special Week
of the Afghan Red Crescent is
aimed to give information
about the society’s activities
to the people and collect do-
nations to help people in need.
According to the ARCS’s offi-
cials, the Afghan Red Crescent
Society receives humanitarian
aid from other international or-
ganizations such as the Inter-
national Committee  of the Red
Cross (ICRC) and the United
Nations, but this aid is not
enough in any way.

As partners, the ICRC and
IFRC are the different members
of the Movement support
communities in becoming
stronger and safer through a
variety of development
projects and humanitarian ac-
tivities. The Movement also
works in cooperation with gov-
ernments, donors and other
aid organizations to assist vul-
nerable people around the
world.

It is worth mentioning that
the Afghan Red Crescent So-
ciety (ARCS) has responded
to disasters in all over Afghan-
istan for the past 80 years.

Zarabi

The Afghan Red Crescent Society (ARCS), which was founded to assist vulnera-

ble people who are affected by natural and non - natural disasters, expects the
people that during one week of the year (special week) they should financially and

spiritually support and strengthen the organization so that this institution can

further develop and expand its humanitarian activities.

Negative assertions and rumors from malicious circles are still
spreading that the Islamic Emirate was against girls’ education.

These rumors are mostly spread by certain western countries and
their allies saying that the Islamic Emirate was not planned to reopen
girls’ schools.

Since the return of the Islamic Emirate to power last year, the au-
thorities are making efforts to set up principles, curriculum, educa-
tional sites based on the Islamic Sharia and provide specific covers
for girls and then send them to the education centers. However it takes
longer than expected to reach the goal, because a system which has
begun and resumed work from nil, after long governance of the past
corrupt regimes, is too difficult to arrange all plans simultaneously.

As the spokesman of the Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan Zabihullah
Mujahid stated at a gathering organized by Ittihad-ul-Ulama (Religious
Scholars’ Union) in Turkiye, girls schooling has been held up for
some certain reasons. This doesn’t mean that the Islamic Emirate was
against girls’ education.

As the IEA spokesman noted work was underway on the issue,
and a commission earlier set to address girls’ education, was still busy
in arranging separate classrooms, fair curriculum and transportation
services for girls in the country.

“Male students are going to schools and getting education from
first to the twelfth grades and girls of sixth grades are regularly joining
their schools,” said Mujahid who added schools from seventh to the
twelfth grades, are stopped, however, due to some legal and logical
reasons.

“This is not because we are against girls education, but we are
preparing their principles, curriculum, educational places, and trans-
portation, in order to make sure that people mentally allow their daugh-
ters to be educated, their hijabs are observed and that what they learn
is valid, because our past curriculum was made by America and if that
system was implemented in the country, their ideas will change and
they will be against the country,” the Islamic Emirate spokesman told
the gathering.

If the Islamic Emirate was against girls’ education, then it would
have clearly expressed its goal about, but the authorities have repeat-
edly said the issue was under discussion and would take some times
to be finalized.

Under the holy Islamic Sharia, education is a right and an obligation
for both men and women. Without naming specific groups, individu-
als or gender, the holy Islam ordered humane being to learn and get
educated.

Students, their parents and the Afghan society as a whole have to
observe patience and wait for the final decision of the related authori-
ties. They are working on the issue and there is no option other than
reopening schools for girls of all ages.

IEA not against
girls’ education
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The United States Agency for
International Development (US-
AID) has said that it has launched
30 development programs in Af-
ghanistan to bring life-saving as-
sistance to vulnerable communi-
ties. Most of the programs will
benefit the country’s agriculture
and livestock sector.

Based on the USAID recent
report, majority of Afghans de-
pend on agriculture for their live-
lihoods, and therefore the agen-
cy’s deep commitment to the peo-
ple of Afghanistan continues and
its efforts to improve food secu-
rity begin with the men and wom-
en who dedicate their lives to serv-
ing their communities.

This comes amid of increas-
ing poverty in the country as a
number of those who work the

USAID launches development programs
to boost Afghanistan agriculture

whole day on streets to get some-
thing for their children.

 “Government institutions
particularly welfare organization
should have a list from needy fam-
ilies and those who cannot afford
to buy food in market for their
regular assistance so that they do
not go on doors for a piece of
bread,” said Shahgul, a needy
mother begging along with her two
children on Kabul streets.

Like Shahgul, there are hun-
dreds of men and women spend-
ing the whole day to find some-
thing for their children.

The USAID in its recent re-
port has said that the U.S. gov-
ernment has pledged $2.14 billion
to help urgently address the food
crisis in the world this year, but it
is not yet clear how much of the

committed aid will be provided to
Afghanistan needy families.

According to the USAID in-
formation, nearly 23 million peo-
ple do not have sufficient food in
Afghanistan and about 6 million
will face with humanitarian emer-
gency crisis in less than a month.

A number of Afghan econom-
ic experts believe that unfortunate-
ly the people of Afghanistan have
faced with humanitarian crisis for
long years.

“Previous governments and
former rulers have lost most of
opportunities as millions in dol-
lars of foreign assistance have been
embezzled,” said Rafiullah, an
Afghan economical expert.

He added that previous gov-
ernment officials did nothing for
the country’s agriculture sector,

while a large number of the peo-
ple were engaged in agriculture
and raising the livestock, saying
that if attention had been paid to
agriculture and livestock sector in
the past, a large number of people
would now have good life in the
country. He further said that con-
tinued drought has affected the
people agricultural fields and their
livestock but nobody paid any
attention to address their chal-
lenges.

Rafiullah hoped that the Is-
lamic Emirate  of Afghanistan
(IEA) would be able to win the
attention of aid organizations to
help in the country’s agriculture
sector, or the people would face
with server humanitarian crisis in
the country. Afghanistan ranked
109th out of 121 countries in the
Global Hunger Index 2022, much
behind other South Asia neigh-
bors, with the child wasting rate
of 38 percent, the highest in the
region. With a score of 29.9, Af-
ghanistan has a level of hunger that
is serious. Afghanistan is experi-
encing drought, political and eco-
nomic instability, extreme pover-
ty, and the consequences of the
global rise in food and fuel prices
made worse by the war in Ukraine,
which together may result in high-
er stunting rates in years to come,
according to a report by two in-
ternational research organizations.

The Global Hunger Index is
calculated based on four key indi-
cators to gauge and track hunger
at global, regional, and national
levels.  These indicators are un-
dernourishment, child stunting,
child wasting and child mortality.

Shukria Kohistani

D
uring the 2nd Anglo-
Afghan war, the Brit
ish forces destroyed

the only place of the then king-
doms Bala-Hisar along with a
number of historical places in
Kabul. Therefore, in 1880, Amir
Abdul Rahman Khan designated
an area known as “Bagh e Pahla-
wan Mohammad Noor” located in
the northeast of Deh Afghanan of
Kabul for planning and building a
new castle called Arg.

He did instruct his eldest son,

Koti Baghcha; a historical &
cultural site in capital Kabul

Habibullah, to take charge of it,
so the Arg ‘the palace’ is located
in the middle of two water streams
of the Kabul River and in a flat
area to the northwest of Murad
Khani, and its first internal build-
ing was named Koti Baghcha,
which was completed in 1887.

After settling in Kabul and
strengthening his position, Amir
Abdul Rahman Khan called engi-
neers and architects from Kanda-
har and Kabul and asked them to
start the construction work on a

new royal citadel near Shirpur.
He, therefore, allocated two

hundred acres of land in the re-
spective area and asked the tasked
architects and engineers to use all
the means to build a strong castle
known as Arg e Shahi in the mid-
dle of Pahlawan Mohammad Noor
garden.

The architects and engineers
finally completed construction of
the Arg, which was developed and
fully completed in very periods
in 30 years.

The Afghan electricity
company ‘Da Afghanistan
Breshna Shirkat’ has informed
of creating a mechanism to col-
lect its debts from former poli-
ticians and powerful people.
An authorized body led by Da
Afghanistan Breshna Shirkat
has been appointed to collect
the company’s debts.

According to officials for
DABS, after a joint meeting
with the appointed committee
of joint representatives, notic-
es were prepared and sent to
the debtors’ properties and
when information about the
debtors’ properties is collect-
ed, the received revenue from
the properties will be sent to

DABS announces
mechanism for collecting

Breshna’s debts
the electricity company’s ac-
count.

Meanwhile, overall infor-
mation has been collected and
notifications given about the
properties where the IEA mu-
jahidin are residing in, accord-
ing to the DABS officials.

In the fourth meeting, the
representatives of the appoint-
ed committee asked the coun-
try’s Ministry of Interior (MoI)
and the General Directorate of
Intelligence (GDI) for cooper-
ation in collecting the DABS’
debts. Both the MoI and GDI
have tasked a unit to cooper-
ate in this regard.

According to DABS, in the
past two weeks, the committee

has identified 329 debtors in
Kabul and notices have been
shared with them. After the no-
tifications, 33 debtors have
shown readiness to pay the
debts.

Besides, in five zones of
the country, 675,033,925 AFG
have been collected from the
DABS’ big debtors, which is a
big achievement.

After collecting a range of
the Breshna’s debts, a consid-
erable progress was made in
the payment of loans to the
neighboring countries from
where Afghanistan is import-
ing electricity.

Kohistani

While it was under construc-
tion, the Amir took up temporary
residence in the Koti Baghcha
(House of the Little Garden) built
in 1884 in the south-west corner
of the Arg complex. This two-sto-
ried house was surrounded by a
garden full of roses on all four
sides.

Protecting eaves resting on
high cast-iron arches were strik-
ing. The central octagonal hall ex-
tended the height of the two sto-
ries, with balconies on the second
floor overlooking four small 12-
foot square alcoves, in one of
which the Amir met visitors seat-
ed on a couch.

All were furnished in western
style, including a German piano.
The entire surface of the interior,
from floor to the domed ceiling,
was richly painted with birds in
flowering bushes and other floral
motifs.  It is not clear when this
was done, but in subsequent
years Koti Baghcha was used for
various purposes such as the
Ministry of Public works. Mod-
ern residential additions were also
added on the south. An Afghan
architect spent five years from
2007 onward on its meticulous
renovation, including the paint-
ings. Souvenir postcard printed in
Paris during the 1920s.

Saida Ahmadi

Officials of the Islamic Emir-
ate (IEA) in a Global Climate
Change Conference held the
other day in Kabul expressed
their concerns about the neg-
ative impacts of climate change
on the country.

In the conference, Zainul
Abiddin Abid, Deputy of Af-
ghanistan National Environ-
ment Protection Authority
(NEPA) said that Afghanistan
climate has suffered from the
past 40 year’s of conflicts and
insecurities, adding that it was
time to jointly work with the
world to address the harms of
the climate change.

Meanwhile, Deputy Prime

Global climate change
conference titled ‘Climate,

Health & Justice’ held
Minister Mullah Abdul Salam
Hanafi by pointing to the cli-
mate change in the country
said people have been hurt by
floods and that rainfall has
been reduced due to climate
change in the west, north, and
northwest  Herat, Farah, Nim-
roz, Badghis, Jawzjan, Faryab
and Balkh provinces of the
country.

He asserted that in order to
get rid of the problems of cli-
mate change and environmen-
tal protection, practical pro-
grams were on hand, including
a scientific solution for climate
change including environmen-
tal protection in the education-

al curriculum, stressing that
coordination between the pri-
vate and public sectors were
necessary in this regard.

He added that all should
work to make our homeland
greener, asking the people to
cooperate with the country’s
national environment protec-
tion authority in this regard.

It is worth mentioning that
the problems of climate change
and environmental protection
is a global problem and all
countries of the world particu-
larly industrialized countries,
are facing the challenges.

Mohammad Daud

KABUL: Up to 200 acres of
lands have been reportedly taken
under plantation of thousands of
lemon bushes in the country’s
eastern Laghman province, Ba-
khtar, the state-controlled news
agency reported Monday.

The program has been started
in cooperation with the UN Food
and Agriculture Organization
(FAO) in the Qarghaye district of
the province, where thousands of
lemon bushes are planted by the
provincial agriculture, irrigation
and livestock, directorate accord-
ing to the agency quoting the pro-

Planting lemon bushes begun in Laghman
vincial authority.

“The plants would be culti-
vated in different villages of the
district and maintained and
overseen frequently,” said
Mawlavi Mohammad Wali
Muhsin, director of the provin-
cial Agriculture, Irrigation and
Livestock.

This is to be noted that the
FAO has also provided 12,000
chickens and 120 tons of chick-
en feed to 400 widows in the
district, according to the agen-
cy.

The Kabul Times



AFN

86.75

USD

01

GBP

01

INR

1000

PKR

1000

EUR

01

IRR

1000

AED

01

AFN AFN

1225

AFN AFN

86.50

AFN

2.68

AFN

25.3037598.50

04
facebook.com/thekabultimes twitter.com/thekabultimes info@thekabultimes.gov.af

For government institutions, ministries and ordinary Afghans:

• Annual Subscription Fee: 4,000 AFG
• Six months subscription fee: 2,000 AFG
For domestic companies and non-government organizations (NGOs):
• Annual Subscription Fee: 6,000 AFG
• Six Months Subscription Fee: 3,000 AFG
For schools and universities students:
• Annual Subscription Fee: 2,000 AFG
• Six Months Subscription Fee: 1,000 AFG
For foreign embassies, non-government and international
organizations:
• Annual Subscription Fee: 8,000 AFG
• Six Months Subscription Fee: 4,000 AFG
MoIC Bank Account at Da Afghanistan Bank: 1215361

Mizan 26-1401 Tuesday 18 October 2022 INo: 56- Vol: LIX

The Kabul Times daily is accepting subscribers
for the year 2022

Four prisoners were killed and
61 others were injured during the
fire and clashes that erupted at
Tehran’s Evin prison late on Sat-
urday, Iran’s official IRNA news
agency reported.

The four prisoners died due
to smoke inhalation, IRNA said.

All four dead prisoners were
among those convicted of theft,

Four prisoners killed, 61 injured
in clashes at Iran’s Evin prison

IRNA added. Many political ac-
tivists, journalists, and dual and
foreign nationals are held at Evin
prison.

Only 10 of the injured pris-
oners have been hospitalized, and
of those four are reported to be in
serious condition, IRNA said.

Clashes erupted late on Sat-
urday between inmates and per-

sonnel at the notorious prison in
the capital Tehran leading to a fire,
IRNA previously reported, citing
an unnamed security official.

The official blamed the fire
seen in videos shared on social
media on the prisoners, claiming
they set fire to a warehouse there.

Videos shared on social media
on Saturday showed smoke rising
from the prison. Repeated gun-
fire as well as anti-government
chants could also be heard in the
videos.

Activists expressed concern
that the lives of prisoners were in
danger.

The incident at Evin prison
comes amid ongoing anti-govern-
ment protests that erupted across
Iran since mid-September after
Mahsa Amini, a 22-year-old Ira-
nian Kurdish woman, died in po-
lice custody.

Alarabiya

A mob of a dozen people
hacked to death two Rohingya
community leaders in Bangladesh
as security worsens in camps
housing almost one million refu-
gees.

Police spokesman Faruk
Ahmed said the Rohingya leaders
were killed late on Saturday at
Camp 13, calling it one of the
worst attacks in recent months.

 “More than a dozen Ro-
hingya miscreants hacked Maulvi
Mohammad Yunus, 38, who is the
head majhi of Camp 13. They also
killed Mohammad Anwar, 38, an-
other majhi. Yunus died on the

Two Rohingya camp leaders
killed in Bangladesh

spot and Anwar died at a hospi-
tal,” said Ahmed.

“Majhi” is a term for a Ro-
hingya camp leader.

A senior officer of an elite po-
lice unit tasked with security in
the camps blamed the killings on
the Arakan Rohingya Salvation
Army (ARSA), an armed group
fighting the military in Myanmar.

“These are targeted killings by
ARSA. The internal clashes in
Myanmar are impacting the secu-
rity situation in the camps,” he
said, speaking on condition of an-
onymity.

The squalid settlements have

seen escalating violence in recent
months, with gangs trying to as-
sert control over drug
trafficking and intimidate the ref-
ugees’ civilian leadership through
killings and abductions.

Bangladesh has housed Ro-
hingya refugees in a vast sprawl
of camps since they fled a mili-
tary crackdown in Myanmar in
2017 that is now the subject of
a genocide investigation at the
United Nations top court.

Gangs have long fought turf
wars for control of the drug trade,
centred on “yaba” methamphet-
amine pills, but the police chief of

the Bangladeshi district of Cox’s
Bazar said there was an escala-
tion taking place. Aljazeera

France has started sending
natural gas to Germany as part of
its pledge to ensure EU energy

France begins direct gas shipment
to Germany: Operator

solidarity as Russia reduces ex-
ports after its invasion of Ukraine,
the French network operator said

Thursday.
GRTgaz began modifying its

pipeline networks months ago to

be able to send gas to Germany,
whose economy relies heavily on
Russian exports that Moscow has
slashed in response to Western
sanctions. For decades, the French
network was designed only to re-
ceive gas from eastern Europe.

“It’s historic, the first time
France is going to deliver gas di-
rectly to Germany — up to now
we were sending it to our neigh-
bour via Belgium,” GRTgaz’s
managing director Thierry Trouve
told AFP.

Volumes of gas equivalent to
around 31 gigawatt-hours per day
began flowing early Thursday.

The connection has a maxi-
mum capacity of 100 GWh/day,
which would be the equivalent
output of four nuclear reactors,
or 10 percent of the total liquid
natural gas France imports each
day. French President Emmanuel
Macron and German Chancellor
Olaf Scholz agreed in September
to an energy cooperation deal that
would see France send gas to its
neighbour if the Ukraine crisis
dragged on.

The supply would allow Ger-
many to produce more electricity
that in turn could be sent back to
the French grid during peak hours,
since around half of France’s 56
nuclear reactors remain offline for
maintenance or safety checks.

“If we did not have European
solidarity and an integrated, unit-
ed market right now, we would
have serious problems,” Macron
said in a televised interview
Wednesday. His government is
urging people to cut back on heat-
ing and other energy use as winter
approaches to avoid the risk of
shortages that might require ra-
tioning. Alarabiya

T
urkey’s president has
been criticised for link
ing the deaths of 41

miners in an explosion to “des-
tiny”, saying such accidents
“will always be”.

Recep Tayyip Erdogan’s
comments triggered protests in
Istanbul, with some describing
the accident in northern Turkey
as “a massacre”.

Relatives of the dead claim
they reported being able to smell
gas for more than a week.

Friday’s blast at the facility
on the Black Sea also left 28 in-
jured.

Mr Erdogan made the re-
marks during a visit to the site in
Bartin province on Saturday.

“We are people who believe
in the plan of destiny,” he told
reporters, as he was surrounded
by rescue workers. Such acci-
dents “will always be, we need

Russia’s invasion of Ukraine
and rising inflation have pushed
some four million children into
poverty across Eastern Europe
and Central Asia, according to the
United Nations children agency.

“Children are bearing the
heaviest burden of the economic
crisis caused by the war in
Ukraine,” UNICEF said on Mon-
day.

The conflict “and rising infla-
tion have driven an additional four
million children across Eastern
Europe and Central Asia into pov-
erty, a 19 percent increase since
2021”, it said.

UNICEF drew its conclusions
from a study of data from 22 coun-
tries.

Russian and Ukrainian chil-
dren have been most affected since
Moscow attacked its neighbour in
February.

“Russia accounts for nearly
three-quarters of the total increase
in the number of children living in
poverty due to the Ukraine war
and a cost-of-living crisis across
the region, with an additional 2.8
million children now living in
households below the poverty
line,” UNICEF found.

The blow to Russia’s econo-
my from Western sanctions has
combined with its large popula-
tion to produce the outsize effect.

“Ukraine is home to half a
million additional children living
in poverty, the second largest
share,” UNICEF added.

Russia war in Ukraine pushes 4
million children into poverty: UN

Romania followed closely be-
hind, with a further 110,000 chil-
dren living in poverty.

“Children all over the region
are being swept up in this war’s
terrible wake,” said UNICEF re-
gional director for Europe and
Central Asia, Afshan Khan.

Bottom of Form
“If we don’t support these

children and families now, the
steep rise in child poverty will
almost certainly result in lost
lives, lost learning, and lost fu-
tures.”

The poorer a family is, the
greater the proportion of its in-
come it must spend on food and
fuel, leaving less for children’s
healthcare and education, the agen-
cy explained.

They are also “more at risk of
violence, exploitation and abuse”.

This could well translate into
an additional 4,500 children dy-
ing before their first birthdays, and
an additional 117,000 children
dropping out of school this year
alone, UNICEF said.

It called for a range of mea-
sures to tackle the issue, includ-
ing providing universal cash ben-
efits for children and protecting
social spending, especially for the
most vulnerable children and fam-
ilies.

“Austerity measures will hurt
children most of all – plunging
even more children into poverty
and making it harder for families
who are already struggling,” said
Khan. “We have to protect and
expand social support for vulner-
able families before the situation
gets any worse.”

Aljazeera

Turkey mine deaths: President Erdogan
criticised over ‘destiny’ comments

to know that too”, he added.
However, he added that he

didn’t want to see “deficiencies
or unnecessary risks”, according
to Euronews.

But the comment angered
many. Opposition leader Kemal
Kilicdaroglu demanded to know
“in which century we are living?”.

“Why [do] the mine accidents
happen only in Turkey?” he said.

Emin Koramaz, who leads the
Union of Chambers of Turkish
Engineers and Architects, dis-
missed the idea the blast could be
described as an accident, alleging
on Twitter that the miners had
been sent “hundreds of metres un-
derground without taking the nec-
essary precautions, without in-
spection and without creating safe
conditions”.

Media caption,
Watch: Drone footage shows

smoke billowing from the mine

The official cause of the
blast is not yet known. Author-
ities said Turkish prosecutors
have launched an investigation
into the cause of the explosion,
with preliminary findings sug-
gesting it was caused by fire-
damp, a term referring to meth-
ane forming an explosive mix-
ture in coal mines.

Angry families suspect gas
may have played a role. The fa-
ther of a man in his early 20s
who died in the explosion told
Pakistan’s Associated Press that
his son had also reported smell-
ing gas for 10 days.

In the village of Makaraci,
which lost four men, a tearful
woman told Mr Erdogan at her
brother’s funeral: “President,
my brother knew, he said there
was a gas leak 10, 15 days ago.
He said ‘they will explode us
soon’. BBC

In the resolution, the schol-
ars of the Islamic world are
stressed to prevent all kinds of
corruption in the Islamic soci-
ety and to use the opportunities
to prevent their people from the
evil ways.

In the resolution, women’s
freedom has been mentioned as
a conspiracy of the West and it
says that technology and mod-
ernization should not be the rea-
son for new generation’s religious
deviation. It is worth noting that
this meeting was attended by
Zabihullah Mujahid, the spokes-
man of the Islamic Emirate of Af-
ghanistan, Mufti Mohammad
Akbar Azimi, the head of the first
department of the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs, and Waliullah
Shaheen. On the part of Afghan-
istan, the spokesman of the Is-
lamic Emirate, Zabihullah Mu-
jahid, spoke in detail; and en-
couraged the scholars of the Is-
lamic world to unity and breifed
to the participants about Afghan-
istan. BNA

Islamic
world should

recognize
IEA,...
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