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Fuel leak ruins NASA’s
second attempt at

launching Moon rocket

N
ASA has aborted a
second launch at
tempt for its giant

Moon rocket because of yet an-
other fuel leak.

Mission managers called off
preflight operations on Saturday,
about three hours before the
2:17pm EDT (18:17 GMT) lift-
off time targeted for the Space
Launch System (SLS) rocket and
its Orion capsule from Cape
Canaveral, Florida.

The previous attempt on
Monday was also marred by es-
caping hydrogen, but those leaks
were elsewhere on the 98-metre
(322-foot) rocket, the most pow-
erful ever built by NASA.

The latest setback could de-
lay the inaugural flight of NASA’s
Moon-to-Mars Artemis pro-
gramme for weeks, if not months.

The uncrewed test flight,

aimed at launching the capsule to
the Moon and back, was to have
marked the inaugural voyage of
both the SLS and Orion a half-
century after the last Apollo lu-
nar mission, the forerunner of the
Artemis program.

The countdown was scrubbed
after Kennedy Space Center tech-
nicians made three failed attempts
to fix a “large” leak of supercooled
liquid hydrogen propellant being
pumped into the rocket’s core-
stage fuel tanks.

Officials said the leak was too
tricky and time-consuming to fin-
ish troubleshooting and fix on the
launch pad before the current
launch period allotted to the mis-
sion expires on Tuesday.

This means the earliest oppor-
tunity to try again would come
during the next launch period that
runs September 19 to 30, or dur-

ing a subsequent October window,
an associate NASA administrator,
Jim Free, told reporters at a late-
afternoon briefing.

The spacecraft will now be
rolled back into its assembly
building.

NASA Administrator Bill Nel-
son stressed that safety is the top
priority, especially on a test flight
like this where everyone wants to
verify the rocket’s systems “be-
fore we put four humans up on
the top of it”.

Launch-day delays and mal-
functions are not uncommon in
the space business, especially for
new rockets such as NASA’s SLS,
a complex vehicle with a set of
pre-liftoff procedures that have
yet to be fully tested and re-
hearsed by engineers without a
hitch.

Aljazeera

Pakistan appeals for more
aid as flood death toll rises
Pakistan has appealed to the

international community for an
“immense humanitarian re-
sponse” to devastating flooding
that has killed at least 1,265 peo-
ple.

Federal Planning Minister
Ahsan Iqbal called for an “im-
mense humanitarian response for
33 million people” affected by
monsoon rains that triggered the
floods.

The request came as planes
carried supplies to the impover-
ished country across a humanitar-
ian air bridge.

International attention to Pa-
kistan’s plight has increased as the
number of deaths and homeless
have risen. According to initial
government estimates, the rain and
flooding have caused $10bn in
damage.

“The scale of devastation is
massive and requires an immense
humanitarian response for 33 mil-
lion people. For this I appeal to
my fellow Pakistanis, Pakistan
expatriates and the international
community to help Pakistan in
this hour of need,” he said at a
news conference on Saturday.

Multiple officials and experts
have blamed the unusual monsoon

rains and flooding on climate
change, including United Nations
Secretary-General Antonio Gu-
terres, who earlier this week called
on the world to stop “sleepwalk-
ing” through the deadly crisis. He
will visit Pakistan on September
9 to tour flood-hit areas and meet
officials. Earlier this week, the UN
and Pakistan jointly issued an
appeal for $160m in emergency
funding to help the millions of
people affected by the floods,
which have damaged more than

one million homes.
Pakistan’s National Disaster

Management Authority
(NDMA), in its latest report on
Saturday, counted 57 more deaths
from flood-affected areas. That
brought the total death toll since
monsoon rains began in mid-June
to 1,265, including 441 children.

Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif’s earlier appeal for aid re-
ceived a quick response from the
international community, which

sent planes loaded with relief
goods.

That French plane’s arrival
followed the ninth flight from the
United Arab Emirates and the first
from Uzbekistan. Those flights
were the latest to land in Islama-
bad overnight.

Patel said the relief goods sent
by France included medicine and
large dewatering pumps to reduce
water levels. He said France has
also sent a team of doctors and
experts.

Australia
government

favors boosting
temporary

skilled
migrants’ pay

The Australian government
favors lifting the income thresh-
old for some temporary migrants,
Skills and Training Minister Bren-
dan O’Connor said on Sunday, as
it works to tackle widespread
shortages of workers.

The issue of skilled migration
was a focus at this week’s gov-
ernment jobs summit where Prime
Minister Anthony Albanese urged
compromises between employers
and unions to tackle the country’s
key economic challenges.

The government announced
on Friday it would lift its intake
of permanent migrants to 195,000
this financial year, up by 35,000,
to help businesses with staff
shortfalls and ease reliance on
short-term workers.

Staff shortages have been ex-
acerbated recently by a blowout
in visa processing times in Aus-
tralia, which has left about a mil-
lion prospective workers stuck in
limbo https://www.reuters.com/
business/australia-needs-workers-
million-are-stuck-door-2022-08-
31.

Speaking on ABC television,
O’Connor said the government
would examine raising the Tem-
porary Skilled Migration Income
Threshold, which has been at
A53,900 since 2013.

“I think there has to be a lift-
ing of that measure,” he said, with-
out commenting on whether the
cap should be hiked to A$65,000
in line with the center-left Labor
Party’s policy before it took gov-
ernment following May’s general
election.

“These are complex issues and
we need to work out how we deal
with each sector,” O’Connor add-
ed. Staff shortages, in both high-
skilled and lower pay industries
like aged care, bit hard after COV-
ID-19 pandemic closed Australia’s
borders for nearly two years, and
a lot of holiday workers and for-
eign students left. Alarabiya

At least four Israeli injured after their
bus came under fire: Israeli media

At least four Israelis were in-
jured Sunday after their bus came
under fire in the occupied West
Bank, Israeli media reports.

Israeli daily Haaretz said that
the shooting took place in the Jor-
dan Valley, near the Israeli settle-
ment of Hamra. It added that Is-
raeli police arrested two people
suspected of opening the fire on
the bus.

Haaretz, citing an Israeli army
spokesperson, said that the bus
was shot at from a truck. The dai-
ly added that the suspects poured
gasoline on the bus after it
stopped, attempting to ignite a
fire.

The Islamic Emirate of Af-
ghanistan (IEA) has asked the in-
ternational community to provide
the country with $322 million aid
to address people affected by re-
cent natural incidents in the coun-
try. The demand was raised in a
conference held last Thursday in
Kabul. Organized by the Minis-
try of Foreign Affairs (MoFA),
the conference was attended by
representatives from United Na-
tions agencies and other NGOs
based in Afghanistan.

Hundreds of people have
been killed and wounded due to
recent flash floods hit most prov-
inces as Paktia, Logar, Maidan
Wardak, Parwan, Ghazni, Zabul
and Kandahar. The flood-hit fam-
ilies are still asking for aid from
the IEA and donor organizations.

Mustafa, a resident of Par-
wan, has told The Kabul Times
correspondent that his house has
been destroyed by recent floods
and he lost everything. He said
his children have been wounded
and had not shelter to live, asking
for aids.

Shah Anwar, a resident of
Logar’s Mohammadagha district,
says he has witnessed a very dan-
gerous flood in his district this
year.

“Dozens of residential hous-
es and agricultural fields have been
destroyed in most districts of
Logar. Although it is very diffi-

IEA holds fundraising conference
for flood-affected people

cult for us to return to our home
area, there is no other choice as
we have to start life from the be-
ginning,” Shah Anwar said, add-
ing that the international organi-
zations should provide them with
more aids as they don’t have any
shelter to live.

Afghan economists say that
there is no doubt that floods and
earthquakes are two destructive
phenomena that have recently
killed a number of Afghans, and
on the other hand, thousands of
acres of land, residential houses,
livestock, and roads have been
damaged. They asked all non-gov-
ernment organizations involved in
providing aids and welfare works
to take necessary steps to pro-
vide aids to the recent flood-af-
fected families in the country.

Meanwhile, acting Minister of
Foreign Affairs Mawlavi Amir
Khan Muttaqi in the fundraising
conference by pointing to recent
floods that have hit most prov-
inces of the country said almost
200 people dead, 300 others
wounded, 12,000 houses de-
stroyed or damaged, more than
9,000 livestock dead and thou-
sands of agricultural land de-
stroyed.

Muttaqi said that during op-
erations more than 20,000 people
were rescued from flood waters
and temporary shelters were pro-
vided. He said while the recent

floods and earthquake in June were
a challenge for the IEA, the Islam-
ic Emirate was able to assist vic-
tims with its limited resources.

“With the help of aid organi-
zations we have provided food and
non-food items to more than
100,000 affected people across
the country,” Muttaqi said, add-
ing that the IEA also built mobile
clinics and camps for the earth-
quake victims, and permanent
shelters were built for more than
1,000 people affected by this di-
saster.

According to the country’s
minister of foreign affairs, with the
help of the WFP, the IEA was able
to provide assistance to more than
six million people across the coun-
try. “We called on the international
community and international aid
organizations to help those affect-
ed in the earthquake and flash
floods. Today Afghans need your
help more than any other day,”
Muttaqi said, adding that the
IEA’s government is newly estab-
lished and put all its efforts into
rescuing people and delivering aid.

Previously, the UN Office for
the Coordination of Humanitari-
an Affairs (OCHA) in a report said
that more than 100,000 people
have been affected by torrential
rains and flash floods across Af-
ghanistan this year, with flood-
ing hitting 30 of the country’s 34
provinces. Shukria Kohistani


