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Ian, a hurricane again after re-
gaining strength, is forecast to hit
South Carolina, where a hurricane
warning was issued for the entire
coast. It left massive destruction
in Florida.

The National Hurricane Cen-
ter warns that Ian could bring a
"life-threatening" storm surge to
South Carolina. Not only that, but
"flooding rains" are "likely across
the Carolinas and southern Virgin-
ia."

And Ian isn't done with Flor-

ida: "Major to record river flood-
ing will continue across central
Florida through next week," the
center predicted.

CBS News confirmed six
storm-related deaths in Florida as
of early Friday morning.

Ian "could be the deadliest
hurricane in Florida's history,"
President Biden said Thursday.

"The numbers are still unclear,
but we're hearing early reports of
what could be substantial loss of
life," the president said after re-

ceiving a briefing from FEMA of-
ficials.

Ian's core was about 145 miles
south-southeast of Charleston,
South Carolina, as of 5 a.m. Fri-
day. It was moving north-north-
east at 9 mph, with maximum sus-
tained winds of 85 mph, the hur-
ricane center said.

Ian is forecast to make land-
fall somewhere near Charleston,
South Carolina, mid-afternoon on
Friday, CBS News meteorologist
David Parkinson said.

But it should "rapidly weak-
en" late Friday and early Satur-
day, the hurricane center said, as
it moves inland across the Caroli-
nas.

On Wednesday, Ian made land-
fall in southwestern Florida as a
major Category 4 hurricane, then
tore across the state. It was one
of the strongest hurricanes ever
to hit the U.S.

People were trapped in
homes. Videos and images showed
devastating flooding. More than
2 million homes and businesses
were without power Friday morn-
ing, according to poweroutage.us.

                              cbsnews

Hurricane Ian heads for South
Carolina after devastating Florida

Dubai’s Expo 2020 Al Wasl
dome will be brought back to life
in spectacular style on Saturday
as the centerpiece of the world fair
is lit up to herald a new era in the
legacy site.

The rebranded Expo City
Dubai is to open on October 1 -
marking one year since the Expo
2020 Dubai welcomed the world
to the emirate, going on to notch
up more than 20 million visits
during its six month-run.

Al Wasl projections will take
place five evenings a week from
Wednesday to Sunday and are
open to all visitors, free of charge.

Expo City Dubai this week
announced a Dh120 one-day pass
that will give people admission to
at least four main pavilions from
Saturday.

The pass will allow visitors
access to the Vision and Women’s
pavilions, which opens on Satur-

Dubai’s Expo 2020 Al Wasl
dome to be brought back to
life as site ushers in new era

day. It will also offer entry to Ter-
ra, the Sustainability Pavilion and
Alif, the Mobility Pavilion. They
reopened in September as part of
a soft launch.

Terra – a world-class example
of sustainable best practice in ar-
chitecture and design – will en-
courage visitors to re-evaluate
their relationship with the envi-
ronment through an immersive
journey through ocean and forest,
while Alif will transport explor-
ers through time and across new
horizons to discover how mobili-
ty has driven human progress
throughout history.

Later this year, the Opportu-
nity Pavilion will become the
Expo 2020 Dubai Museum – a
new addition highlighting the his-
tory and impact of World Expos
and celebrating the success of
Expo 2020 Dubai.

alarabiya

Protests continued in sev-
eral cities across Iran on Thurs-
day against the death of young
woman in police custody, state
and social media reported, as a
human rights group said at least
83 people had been killed in
nearly two weeks of demonstra-
tions.

Mahsa Amini, 22, from the
Iranian Kurdish town of Saqez,
was arrested this month in Te-
hran for “unsuitable attire” by
the morality police that enforc-
es the Islamic Republic's strict
dress code for women.

Her death has sparked the
first big show of opposition on
Iran's streets since authorities
crushed protests against a rise
in gasoline prices in 2019.

“At least 83 people includ-
ing children, are confirmed to
have been killed in (the) #Iran-
Protests,” Iran Human Rights,
a Norway-based group, said on
Twitter.

Despite the growing death
toll and a fierce crackdown by
authorities, videos posted on
Twitter showed demonstrators
calling for the fall of the clerical
establishment in Tehran, Qom,
Rasht, Sanandaj, Masjed-i-Sule-
iman and other cities.

State television said police
had arrested a large number of
“rioters”, without giving figures.

Rights groups said dozens
of activists, students and artists
have been detained and the
Committee to Protect Journal-
ists said on Twitter that it had
learned that security forces had
arrested at least 28 journalists
as of Sept. 29. alarabiya

Iran protests
over young

woman's death
continue, 83
said killed

 He hoped the price of flour would also decrease.
Kandahar municipality has also assured of further decreasing the price of key foods and some other

commodities in the city as they have tasked a committee to control the price of foods in Kandahar markets.
It is worth mentioning that the prices of foods and other key commodities have decreased in the country’s

markets after some trade agreements signed recently between IEA and regional countries.
The Kabul Times
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Russian President Vladimir
Putin has proclaimed the annex-
ation of four partially occupied
Ukrainian regions at a signing cer-
emony in the Kremlin.

Ukraine, Western countries
and the United Nations secretary-
general have denounced the move,
which represents a major escala-
tion in the war that began with
Russia’s invasion on February 24.

At the ceremony on Friday,
Putin said Russia has “four new
regions”, calling the residents of
Ukraine’s occupied Donetsk, Lu-
hansk, Kherson and Zaporizhia
regions “our citizens forever”.

“This is the will of millions
of people,” he said in the speech
before hundreds of dignitaries at
the St George’s Hall of the
Kremlin.INTERACTIVE Which
Ukrainian regions is Russia annex-
ing-

The signing ceremony comes
three days after the completion
of Kremlin-orchestrated “referen-
dums” in the four regions, which
are largely or partly occupied by
Russian or Russian-backed forc-
es.

Moscow’s proxies in the oc-
cupied regions have claimed ma-
jorities of up to 99 percent in
favour of joining Russia. Western
governments and Kyiv have dis-
missed the hastily organised votes
as breaching international law, and
charge they were coercive and
wholly unrepresentative.

Earlier on Friday, the Krem-
lin warned that Ukrainian attacks
against any of the annexed regions
would be considered aggression
against Russia itself. In his speech,
Putin said Russia would defend
its new territory with all the means
at its disposal.

The exact details of Russia’s
annexation remain unclear but it
appears that Russia is laying claim
to about 109,000sq km (42,000sq
miles) of Ukrainian territory, or
about 18 percent, in addition to
Crimea, which Russia annexed in

Putin announces Russian annexation
of four Ukrainian regions

2014.
If Russia could establish con-

trol over the whole area it claims,
Putin would have annexed about
136,000sq km (52,510sq miles) or
more than 22 percent of Ukraine,
whose borders Russia recognised
in a treaty after the fall of the So-
viet Union.

On Thursday, UN chief An-
tonio Guterres told reporters that
“any decision to proceed with the
annexation of Donetsk, Luhansk,
Kherson and Zaporizhia regions
of Ukraine would have no legal
value and deserves to be con-
demned”.

He called the annexation a
“dangerous escalation”.

Moscow has already taken a
series of steps in what observers
call efforts to “Russify” the an-

nexed regions, a process that is
most advanced in the occupied
parts of Donetsk and Luhansk,
where it has handed out hundreds
of thousands of Russian pass-
ports to residents since 2019 and
almost completely replaced
Ukraine’s hryvnia currency with
the Russian rouble.

In the occupied areas of all
four regions, access to Ukrainian
TV and mobile phone networks
has been cut and only Russian
channels and telecoms providers
are available.

Schools previously teaching
the Ukrainian curriculum are be-
ing forced to adopt a new Russian
one.

Meanwhile, the pro-Russian
separatist regions in Donetsk and
Luhansk have their own flags,

which will soon be replaced by
Russia’s, while billboards on
streets in Kherson and Zaporizhia
hail their future as part of Russia.

In the speech, Putin urged
Ukraine to cease military action
and return to the negotiating ta-
ble.

The Ukrainian government
has pledged to recapture all the
lands seized by Russia and said
Moscow’s decision to annex the
territories had destroyed any
prospect of talks.

Putin further decried the
West’s backing of Ukraine in the
conflict as an attempt to turn Rus-
sia into a “colony” and “crowds
of slaves”.

“After the collapse of the
USSR, the West decided that the
world would forever have to put
up with its dictates,” Putin said
on Friday, referring to the Soviet
Union.

“The West expected that Rus-
sia would not be able to cope with
such dictates and fall apart … but
Russia has been reborn and
strengthened.”

Still, Patrick Bury, a senior
lecturer in security at the Univer-
sity of Bath in the United King-
dom, noted the speech – which
seemed “more aimed at the global
audience” – did not contain any
specific ultimatum to Ukraine in
terms of the region, nor did it con-
tain any “mention of nuclear es-
calation”.

The omissions allay some
concerns of a more immediate
threat from Russia, he told Al
Jazeera. aljazeera

KABUL: A total of 70 art
works have been displayed in
Kabul, in a bid develop the coun-
try’s national culture and to help
girls over six grades grow their tal-
ent, after one year of their schools’
closure.

Displaying the artwork of
women, according to the exhibi-
tion’s organizers, quoted by Tolo-
news tv, was essential for the de-
velopment of the nation’s culture
and art.

Some of the participants in the
exhibition are female students
above sixth grade who turned to

70 art works displayed in Kabul
painting after being denied an ed-
ucation.

“When our schools closed, we
sought to expose our art to peo-
ple in another way—the art of
painting and drawing,” said Zain-
ab, a painter.

“The arts sector needs sup-
port. We ask the current adminis-
tration to work with and support
us in the arts,” stated painter
Rameen.

The exhibition’s goal, accord-
ing to Mohammad Sami Sirat, di-
rector of the Expert Art Center, is
to inspire women and promote

painting culture.
“This exhibition is being held

to highlight artistic abilities, par-
ticularly those of females, while
schools are closed. They are look-
ing for both education and the arts.
Fortunately, they learn quickly.
The purpose of this exhibition
was to highlight their creativity
and the works they produced,”
said Sirat as quoted by the pri-
vate tv. Many female students
have turned to artistic endeavors
or handicrafts since the closing of
girls’ schools above sixth grade.
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Mazar-e Sharif, Afghanistan: Blue Mosque and shrine of Sazrat Ali


