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At the two-day session, the
participants stressed on the im-
portance of exchanging experienc-
es regarding the development of
Primary Healthcare structure in
rural and urban areas, preparing a
roadmap for the development of
primary healthcare structure, im-
provement of emergency re-
sponse plans, joint training, intro-
ducing an affordable package of
services delivery in public sector,
capacity building of health staff
in clinical, diagnostic and manage-
ment levels and holding trainings
for emergencies to introduce the
available system of emergencies

in neighboring countries.
Participants of the meeting

agreed to establish a technical
group to identify and finalize key
communicable diseases areas, es-
tablish and strengthen integrated
surveillance system for early de-
tection and notification encourag-
ing the use of digital tools, and
timely share of communicable dis-
eases surveillance data to ensure
prevention and agile response to
the outbreak and harmonize sur-
veillance indicators, data collec-
tion measures among G5 member
countries.

Samiullah Momand

From P3

The second batch of Saudi re-
lief aid arrived in flood-hit Paki-
stan Wednesday morning, local
media reported, after the Kingdom
operated a relief air bridge to ease
the impact of the devastating
floods that have affected millions
of people.

The second batch arrived in
Karachi’s airport in the presence
of Saudi Arabia’s Ambassador to
Pakistan Nawaf bin Saeed Al-
Malki after the first of such aid
landed in the country Tuesday.

The first airplane carried more
than “90 tons of food, shelter and
health aid, that benefits more than

Second batch of Saudi relief aid
arrives in flood-hit Pakistan

to 9,500 people affected [by the
floods],” the official Saudi Press
Agency (SPA) reported.

The relief assistance to Paki-
stan, which has been reeling un-
der the impact of torrential rains
and glacier melt that have trig-
gered destructive floods, causing
damage estimated at $30 billion,
was sent to the country by the
King Salman Humanitarian Aid and
Relief Center (KSrelief) under the
orders of King Salman bin Abdu-
laziz. Speaking to Al Arabiya at
the airport Wednesday, KSrelief
Pakistan director Dr. Khalid al-
Othmani said that airplane “was

the second batch out of 10 that
seeks to provide assistance to
those affected by the floods in
Pakistan as part of the air bridge
that the Custodian of the Two
Holy Mosques has ordered.”

Al-Othmani added that the
second batch also included 90 tons
of various means of assistance and
shelter aid that will distributed to
the affected areas in coordination
with the Pakistani government.

He also noted that this assis-
tance coincides with land convoys
being launched from Islamabad to
those areas and that carry relief
and shelter aid. alarabiya

New clashes have erupted be-
tween Azerbaijani and Armenian
troops, the Armenian defence
ministry says, a day after nearly
100 soldiers were killed in the
deadliest fighting between the two
neighbours since 2020.

Azerbaijan used artillery, mor-
tar and small arms in its attack on
Wednesday morning, the ministry
said in a statement on Wednes-
day.

“The situation on the Arme-
nian-Azerbaijani border remained
tense,” it added, restating Arme-
nia’s position that Azerbaijan
launched an aggression on its sov-
ereign territory.

On its part, Azerbaijan ac-
cused Armenia, which is in a mil-
itary alliance with Moscow and
home to a Russian military base,

‘Situation tense’: Armenia reports
new clashes with Azerbaijan

of firing mortars and artillery
against its military units.

“Our positions are periodical-
ly being fired against at the mo-
ment,” Azerbaijan’s defence min-
istry said. “Our units are taking
the necessary response mea-
sures.”

Al Jazeera was unable to im-
mediately verify battlefield ac-
counts from either side.

A full-fledged conflict be-
tween Armenia and Azerbaijan
would risk dragging in powers
such as Russia and Turkey and
destabilise an important corridor
for pipelines carrying oil and gas
at a time when fighting in Ukraine
disrupts energy supplies.

The latest hostilities came a
day after the two Caucasus neigh-
bours traded blame for clashes that

erupted along the countries’ bor-
der overnight on Tuesday.

According to Armenia’s Prime
Minister Nikol Pashinyan, Azer-
baijani forces “launched intensive
shelling, with artillery and large-
calibre firearms, against Armenian
military positions in the direction
of the cities of Goris, Sotk, and
Jermuk”.

For its part, Azerbaijan’s dep-
uty foreign minister Elnur Mam-
madov accused Armenia of shell-
ing “employee and civilian infra-
structure”, saying it was a “large-
scale provocation”.

He also said Armenian forces
had fired at Azerbaijani military
positions in the Dashkasan, Kal-
bajar and Lachin regions.

Azerbaijan’s defence ministry
said 50 military personnel died
during the overnight clashes, while
Armenia said 49 of its troops were
killed.

Russia, which is the main
power broker in the Caucasus and
an ally of Armenia through the
Russian-led Collective Security
Treaty Organization (CSTO), said
it had brokered a ceasefire agree-
ment at 9am Moscow time (06:00
GMT) on Tuesday and called on
both sides to stick to the deal.

Moscow oversaw an earlier
ceasefire deal in November 2020
to end Armenia and Azerbaijan’s
war over Nagorno-Karabakh and
deployed nearly 2,000 peace-
keepers to the region as part of
the agreement.

The 2020 conflict, which
killed more than 6,500 people in a
little over six weeks, saw Azer-
baijan win back swaths of territo-
ry in and around Nagorno-Kara-
bakh that had been controlled by
ethnic Armenian forces backed by
Yerevan since an earlier war in the
area ended in 1994. aljazeera

Ramallah, occupied West
Bank – Two Palestinian men and
one Israeli soldier have been
killed during an exchange of fire
in the northern occupied West
Bank near the city of Jenin.

The Palestinian men were
identified on Wednesday as Ah-
mad Ayman Abed, 23, and Ab-
dul Rahman Hani Abed, 22.

The two men were from the
village of Kufr Dan on the west-
ern outskirts of Jenin and had
reportedly engaged in armed
clashes with Israeli forces at the
Jalama (Gilboa) military check-
point north of the city in the
early hours of Wednesday.

The Israeli army said it had
been carrying out “a suspect ar-
rest procedure, during which the
suspects shot at the fighters”.

“[A major] was killed over-
night during operational activi-
ty adjacent to the Gilboa Cross-
ing during an exchange of fire,”
the army added.

The Fatah movement iden-
tified the two Palestinian men
as being members of its armed
wing, the al-Aqsa Martyrs Bri-
gades. One of the men worked
as a Palestinian Authority (PA)
intelligence officer.

Israeli forces have stepped
up operations ahead of the
UEFA Champions League foot-
ball game between French club
Paris Saint Germain and Mac-
cabi Haifa, which will take place
less than 70 kilometres (45
miles) away from Jenin.

Aljazeera

Two Palestinians,
one Israeli soldier

killed in Jenin
shoot-out

Rescue teams in Jordan have saved a victim in their 50s who was trapped under the rubble of a collapsed
building for more than 20 hours in the capital Amman, police said on Wednesday.

It was not made clear whether the person rescued was a man or woman.
The victim was the eighth person to be recovered from the ruins of a four-story residential building that

collapsed on Tuesday, police said on Twitter on Wednesday afternoon.
A total of five people died as a result of the collapse, police added, while a further 14 people have been

injured, according to a statement from security spokesman Amer al-Sartawy.
Several survivors are still believed to be stuck under the rubble while a major search and rescue operation

continues.
An eyewitness told AFP that rescue workers, some digging by hand, had been able to communicate with

at least three trapped people.
Government spokesman Faisal Shboul told the al-Mamlaka state television channel that ten people,

several of whom were still alive, were believed to be trapped in the debris.
Relatives are waiting at the site in downtown Amman while emergency services toil to free their loved

ones.
Hatem Jaber, head of the civil defense service, said Wednesday that “more than 300 civil defense person-

nel have taken part in the search for those trapped under the rubble.”
Rescue teams “will not rest” until all have been accounted for, he said.
Authorities cordoned off the area on Wednesday morning and police stopped residents from approaching

it, according to an AFP correspondent.
The site is in the neighborhood of Jabal al-Weibdeh, one of the city’s oldest, which is home to a large

number of expatriates.
Several government ministers including Prime Minister Bisher al-Khasawneh inspected the site on Tues-

day.
Deputy Prime Minister Tawfiq Kreishan told state television the building collapsed in part due to the

fact that it was “old and dilapidated.”
The public prosecutor’s office has opened an investigation into the collapse, a judicial source told AFP.
alarabiya

Rescue teams save man trapped
under rubble for 20 hours in

Amman building collapse

Iranian funded health
facilities to be...

The United Nations should
respect the opinions and beliefs
of people from all over the world
and do not take a position equal
to the mood of certain countries.

The continuation of such ac-
tions will severely damage the rep-
utation of this organization and it
will become clear that it looks at
international issues only through
the lenses of some countries.

Zabihullah Mujahid
Spokesperson of the Islam-

ic Emirate of Afghanistan

IEA
spokesman’s

assertions
regarding the
UN special...
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KABUL: A coordination meeting was held between Afghanistan
and Pakistani media representatives here at the Government and Media
Information Center (GMIC) in Kabul the other day.

Both sides emphasized on strengthening bilateral coordination to
help reflect the truths and realities.

Spokesman of the Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan, Zabihullah
Mujahid welcomed the Pakistani media men and said that such visits
would help strengthen relations between the two countries’ media
and create interaction and cooperation between the two sides’ media
as well as provides the ground for reflecting the truths.

Representing others, Salman Jawid and Sayed Waqas of Pakistan
said that both countries have commonalities in many fields and there
was a need for a coordinated relation between the two countries
media.

Some other government and private media representatives from
Afghanistan also spoke about the issue and emphasized on the two
countries media coordination and relations for reflecting the fact and
truths. The spokesman of the Islamic Emirate also promised to send
a team of the country’s media persons aimed for the strengthening
cooperation level, to Pakistan on an appropriate time.
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Afghanistan, Pakistan media representatives
urge for close coordination to reflect realities


