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“Hijab has direct link to morality of individu-
als in society.”

Food for thought
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The Ministry of Hajj and Is-
lamic Affairs (MoHIA)of the Is-
lamic Emirate of Afghanistan has
announced that the government
will return the remaining cash to
the Afghan pilgrims.

Briefing to reporters and pil-
grims in a session held early this
week, acting minister of hajj and
Islamic affairs Shaikh Noor Mo-

IEA to return remaining
cash to Hajj pilgrims

hammad Saqib said that the Islam-
ic Emirate of Afghanistan had col-
lected $4130 from every Afghan
pilgrim during the hajj season.
However, the cost of hajj was low-
er than the fees collected from pil-
grims.

“The ministry of hajj and Is-
lamic affairs had collected $4,130
from each pilgrim during the hajj

season. From the respected
amount, $3,614.63 had been
spent; therefore, the remaining
amount will be returned to the
pilgrims,” Shaikh Saqib said.

He said that the ministry
would return $515 to every pil-
grim in Kabul and provinces, add-
ing that the hajj operation was
completed properly.

It is worth mentioning that the
country’s ministry of hajj and Is-
lamic affairs had collected a total
of $53 million from over 13,000
pilgrims this year, but only $46
million was spent. It’s the first
time that the government has re-
turned the remaining cash not
spent in the hajj season.

Samiullah Momand

Hundreds of undocument-
ed Afghan refugees including
women and children have
been kept in detention in Kara-
chi city of Pakistan for the past
two months.

Ministry of Foreign Affairs
of the Islamic Emirate of Af-
ghanistan (IEA) has confirmed
that nearly 300 undocumented
Afghan refugees have been
detained by Pakistani police.

According to the Ministry
of Foreign Affairs (MoFA), the
officials of Afghanistan embas-
sy in Islamabad are in talks with
Pakistani officials over the re-
lease of around 300 Afghans
detained by Pakistani police for
not having legal documents.

Hundreds of undocumented Afghan
refugees still in Pakistani detention

“Some of the 300 undocu-
mented Afghan refugees de-
tained recently have been now
freed and the decision to re-
lease others will be taken in the
future. I can say that there are
some individuals who are tak-
ing advantage of this issue
and collect money under the
title of helping these detain-
ees,” said Zia Ahmad Takal, a
spokesman of the ministry of
foreign affairs.

Based on reports, there are
three types of Afghan refugees
living in Pakistan. The number
of those having legal docu-
ments for living in the country
has reach to 1.3 million.

The number of those hav-

ing identification cards has
reached to 800,000, while the
number of undocumented Af-
ghan refugees has reached to
nearly 1 million.

Currently, Afghan refugees
are facing with various chal-
lenges and problems in Paki-
stan and other neighboring
countries.

 Afghan refugees mostly
undocumented Afghans are
deported to Afghanistan. In
recent months, a large number
of Afghan refugees have been
deported from Turkey, Iran,
Tajikistan and Pakistan.

Immigration is considered
as one of the legal rights of
human beings and anyone can

migrate to any part of the coun-
tries of the world but with spe-
cial criteria and according to
international conventions.
Countries do not have the
right to expel immigrants by
force.

 Afghanistan has topped
in migration of its citizens to
foreign countries. The phe-
nomenon of migration has im-
posed heavy human and eco-
nomic losses on the people of
Afghanistan.

Currently, more than three
million of Afghan refugees are
living in Pakistan.

 The Office of the United
Nations High Commissioner
for Refugees (UNHCR) in Pa-
kistan has said that it can help
the undocumented Afghan
refugees in case they face with
any problems in the host coun-
try.

It’s worth mentioning that
the United Nations High Com-
missioner for Refugees (UNH-
CR) is considered as the only
international organization op-
erating to support refugees and
asylum seekers in the world.

The Islamic Emirate of Af-
ghanistan (IEA) is working
with UNHCR and Pakistani
government to find ways for
solution of problems and chal-
lenges facing the Afghan refu-
gees in Pakistan.

Zarabi

Years needed to train and offer a skilled and professional cad-
re to the society. In Afghanistan, a country, the newly emerged
from war, after the Islamic Emirate returned to power one year
ago, we are in dire need of professional cadres. Therefore, the
Islamic Emirate set up a contact commission to help Afghan per-
sonalities, including experienced mentors, educated youths, uni-
versity professors, economists etc. to return home and take part
in development of the country.

Unfortunately, in a recent sad incident, three of the country’s
crewmembers including two pilots lost their lives and five oth-
ers sustained deep injuries, after a helicopter, they were flying
crashed inside the military university in Kabul.

The incident has reportedly happened during a training ses-
sion, overseen by the country’s ministry of national defense, late
on Saturday.

The pilots of the country are of the national assets and hun-
dreds of thousands of dollars have been spent to train them well
to serve the country.

Dozens of the country’s pilots fled to some neighboring coun-
tries, such as Tajikistan and Uzbekistan, after the former regime,
backed by the U.S. was overthrown by the mujahidin of the Is-
lamic Emirate in mid-August last year. However, some of them
returned home amid efforts by the contact commission for the
return of Afghan personalities.

This is the crucial responsibility of the country’s security or-
gans, particularly, the ministry of national defense to appoint ex-
perienced mentors to avoid the loss of lives of skilled pilots and
other air force members.

While training pilots during the training sessions, a member-
instructor should be alongside the newly trained pilots, while
flying the planes, particularly the helicopters.

All the country’s educated trainers, experienced pilots and
crewmembers are asked to return home and take part in the
strengthening of the country’s air forces.

The country is now secure and there is no threat for the Af-
ghans who have left their country with no reason but based on
empty claims and propagandas of some malicious circles.

Other countries will not become homes for millions of Af-
ghans who have the feeling of patriotism and most importantly,
no one has forced even an ordinary Afghan to leave their country.

Last year some 140 pilots and many of co-pilots were unfortu-
nately flown out of the country and then to Abu Dhabi in the Unit-
ed Arab Emirates, and their final destination in the U.S. All of
them – if are real Afghans – should return home and rejoin their
duties.

Afghanistan needs them and they must love their country and
their nation.

Enough trainings needed to
avoid air force members loss


