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KABUL: A petroleum station
owner, Haji Dil Agha has been
praised for his positive works for
the nearby greenery, a statement
from the Kabul Municipality said
the other day.

Mawlavi Habib Rahman
Mansoor, the deputy Kabul May-
or for cultural and social affairs
appreciated Haji Dil Agha, the
owner of Five Star Oil Stations,
in the 17th Municipality District,
where he has constructed a park
with 650 meters in Tahya-e-Mas-
kan, a vicinity north of the capital
Kabul, the statement said.

The park, according to the
statement, is covered by various
flowers and the ground grown
with grasses and let up with doz-
ens of colorful bulbs.

Petroleum station owner praised
for nearby environment greenery

The deputy Kabul mayor called on the entire citizens to work for the greenery of the capital as he said
this was a need to have a green, clean and florescent environment in the country’s capital. The Kabul Times

Officials of the Ministry of
Information and Culture of the
Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan
(IEA) say that no journalist has
been killed in the country since
the Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan
(IEA) takeover on 15 August
2021.

Briefing to journalists and
participants on their accomplish-
ments of the past one year, acting
Minister of Information and Cul-
ture Mawlavi Khairullah Khairkh-
wa said that no journalist has been
killed in the past one year in the
country. He said that the minis-
try of information and culture was
trying to address problems and
challenges facing the media and
journalists in the country.

“Currently, there are 219 me-
dia outlets operating across the
country. The Ministry of Infor-
mation and Culture (MoIC) is try-
ing to help address some challeng-
es and problems facing journalists
and media in the country,” Maw-
lavi Khairkhwa said.

Pointing to achievements of
the MoIC in the past one year,
the officials of the ministry of in-
formation and culture said that in
the past year they have been able
to activate the Media Violation
Commission; they revived the
Bakhtar News Agency and still
managed to examine 80 books, in
which 150 topics were against the
principles of Islam.

“80 books and 150 book ti-
tles that were in conflict with the
religion of Islam were examined,
44 licenses were renewed and ex-
tended, the legislative documents
of the Ministry were revised and
the video media monitoring de-
partment was also created in the
structure of this ministry,” said
Hayatullah Muhajir Farahi, Dep-
uty Publication Minister MoIC.

According to deputy minister

Currently, 219 media outlets operational in
the country, Minister Khairkhwa

of publications, expanding the ac-
tivity of Bakhtar News Agency,
which is one of the oldest state
media outlets in the country, is a
big step for this ministry. Current-
ly, Bakhtar News Agency (BNA)
has publications in several domes-
tic and foreign languages.

Also, the Deputy Minister of
Information and Culture for Pub-
lication Affairs Hayatullah Mu-
hajir Farahi enumerated the activ-
ities of his led office and as saying
in the past years, the department
of Newspapers and Magazines,
including Shariat, The Kabul
Times, Hewad, Anees dailies and
Watandaran magazine have wide-
ly developed.

He said within the Afghan
advertising, the department of
newspapers has published news
and reports in Pashto, Dari and
English languages in the past year.

It has also regularly published
magazines in Uzbek, Pashaye,
Nuristani, Balochi and Turkmen
languages. Also, for the enrichment
of newspapers, they have pub-
lished religious, political, econom-
ic, cultural, social, scientific and
literary articles, news and reports.

Up to 7,931,000 afghani as
revenue has been deposited to the
budget of the Islamic Emirate.

According to him, Bakhtar
Agency has published about 64,
344, 000 news, reports, inter-
views, analysis, video reports and
other news topics.

Pointing to the preservation
and renovation of the country’s
historical monuments, Deputy
Minister of Art and Culture of the
MoIC Mawlavi Atiqullah Azizi
said that in the past year, much
had been done to preserve or ren-
ovate historical monuments in the
country.  According to the depu-
ty of art and culture of the minis-
try of information and culture, in
the last twenty years, despite the
influx of billions of dollars, basic
work was not done to preserve
historical monuments.

Mawlavi Azizi added that
work on registration and protec-
tion of the rest of the historical
monuments of the country was
underway as 012 military units
have been formed and deployed
in the relevant areas to protect the
historical sites.

Introducing hundreds of
young people to private universi-
ties to get free higher education
and signing contracts with more
than 30 universities are considered
as other achievements of the
MoIC. Samiullah Momand

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs, under the IEA’s foreign policy
of non-interference in the affairs of countries and the establishment of
good and diplomatic relations with the world, has tried to turn Af-
ghanistan into a connecting point between the world and regional
countries from a challenge to an opportunity, in order to restore the
position of Afghanistan in all economic, political and cultural areas.

According to the Muttaqi, up to 10,000 passports have been
distributed to the Afghans living in Dubai and Jeddah, 10,000 certifi-
cates of non-criminal liability, 1,500 visas to foreign nationals, laying
the groundwork for the return of 800,000 Afghan immigrants, simpli-
fying administrative processes and setting up archival documents of
the ministry over the last one year.

Also, the ministry has started the necessary coordination with
the concerned countries to attract investment in the mining, water and
energy sectors and restart national, infrastructure and regional projects,
which will lead to the economic development and self-sufficiency of
the country.

 The Kabul Times

New chapter opened in IEA...
From P1

BAMYAN:  A child has been
found and helped rejoin his fami-
ly, after 39 days in abduction in
the country’s central Bamyan
province, an official said Tuesday.

Mujibullah son of Mohammad
Anwar who was abducted 39 days

Child rejoins families after nearly 40
days in captivation in Bamyan

ago by a man Farooq and was hid-
den in a restaurant in the prov-
ince, was found safe and returned
to his family.

He said that Mujibullah along
with four other children was found
during the morning by some gov-

ernmental officials in the prov-
ince, Abdul Rauf Ruhani, head of
the provincial criminal investiga-
tion department of the province
said.

Mohammad Anwar, the father
of the child added that his son was

abducted 39 days ago, on the sec-
ond street of Taimani by a person
named Farooq.

This is while, the fate of four
more children abducted earlier is
unclear.

The Kabul Times

Residents in the GCC must
continue to have regular booster
jabs to combat the spread of the
“highly unpredictable” and evolv-
ing COVID-19 virus, Pfizer’s
Middle East chief has told Al Ar-
abiya English.

Patrick van der Loo, Pfizer’s
regional president for Africa and
the Middle East (AfME) region,
said while there “is a strong, glo-
bal desire to move beyond the
pandemic, loosen restrictions, and
return to a sense of normalcy”,
COVID-19 remains a clear and
present threat to worldwide na-
tions.  As people spend more time
indoors as the weather grows cold-
er and as schools reconvene, a
potential surge in new infections
is a real threat, he said in an inter-
view on Tuesday.

“The reality is that the virus
continues to evolve and remains
highly unpredictable,” he said.
“Many countries around the
world have experienced a rise in
case rates, showing that govern-
ments must remain vigilant and be
prepared to address the potential

Booster jabs in GCC remain ‘critical’ to beat
‘unpredictable’ COVID-19: Pfizer chief

risks.” “As the fall/winter season
approaches we encourage people
to protect themselves and stay
healthy. Since the beginning of the
pandemic, we set out to develop
a vaccine to help protect our com-
munities from serious illness, and
vaccination remains the first line
of defense and one of the best tools
we have to help prevent COVID-
19.”

Despite the rollout of effec-
tive COVID-19 vaccines to help
prevent infection, severe disease,
and hospitalization, large por-

tions of the global population re-
main unvaccinated or not fully
vaccinated, said van der Loo.

“Even among those who are
fully vaccinated and boosted, in-
fections from COVID-19 can still
occur,” he told Al Arabiya English.
“For patients with one or more
risk factors for progressing to se-
vere disease, it’s critical to have
treatments available to prevent
hospitalization and serious ill-
ness.  As health systems world-
wide continue to experience the
impact of COVID-19 – from

workforce shortages to the im-
mense toll on the mental welfare
of healthcare workers – the pan-
demic continues to create and ex-
acerbate challenges, said van der
Loo. “From where we stand, we
still need collective responsibili-
ty, and a highly coordinated and
collaborative action by public and
private stakeholders to pull
through vaccination and make
treatments available to those that
need them.” As many governments
develop ‘living with COVID-19’
strategies, efforts to reduce the
ongoing impact of the pandemic
will be crucial to successfully
manage the pandemic long-term,
transforming it into a manageable
endemic disease, said van der Loo.

“We believe that the best
hedge against the spread of the
omicron variant or any new vari-
ant that emerges from the contin-
ued spread is getting all eligible
people fully vaccinated with the
first one or two-dose series and
one or more booster doses as rec-
ommended.” “Even countries with
high vaccination rates and relative-
ly stable infection rates may ex-
perience significant surges in
COVID-19 cases, morbidity, and
mortality.  Therefore, leveraging
an oral treatment as a complemen-
tary tool to vaccination is impor-
tant.”

In August the US Food and
Drug Administration authorized
the retooled COVID-19 booster
shots of Pfizer/BioNTech that tar-
get the currently dominant BA.4/
BA.5 omicron subvariants of the
coronavirus, with van der Loo
saying, from the onset of the pan-
demic, Pfizer recognized that “a
dual approach of prevention and
treatment was critical to control
COVID-19.”  “Vaccination is the
first line of defense to prevent hos-
pitalization and death.

 Treatments complement vac-
cination efforts and, by helping
to protect against severe illness
caused by breakthrough infec-
tions, help address gaps in vac-
cine uptake and the emergence of
new variants.”

He asked the scientific, ed-
ucational and research institu-
tions to cooperate with the Is-
lamic Emirate by publishing
scientific-research articles in
the fight against seditious cir-
cles.

“Foreign pressures in the
economic sector is one of the
country’s challenges said Mu-
jahid adding that experts
should search for solutions of
the blocked money”.

Addressing the confer-
ence, he said that religious ed-
ucation can save the country
and that students should main-
tain their religious beliefs.

Meanwhile, Acting Minis-
ter of Higher Education, Abdul
Baqi Haqqani, said the aim of
holding the conference was to
discuss the opportunities pre-
sented by the Islamic Emirate
and to address the current
challenges.

Dr. Sayed Usman Aziz,
Dean of Kabul University while
speaking in the conference
said in the past year, several
scientific-research seminars
and conferences have been
held by educational institu-
tions on fighting natural disas-
ters, environmental protection
and other fields.
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Activists and relatives of
Lebanese and Syrian migrants and
refugees stranded on board a sink-
ing boat near the island of Malta
have said that a third child has died
on the vessel, and that they have
lost contact with it.

The international activist net-
work Alarm Phone said on Tues-
day that the last contact with the
roughly 60 Lebanese and Syrians
had been overnight.

The migrants and refugees
had told their relatives and volun-
teer groups by satellite phone that
they had been without food, wa-
ter and baby formula for several
days.

They also said that a third
child had died on board due to
dehydration, according to the rel-
atives. The vessel left from the
northern Lebanese city of Tripoli
about 10 days ago. The passen-

‘Third child’ dies on migrant ship
stranded in Mediterranean Sea

gers, headed for Italy, include Syr-
ian refugees and Lebanese from
the country’s north.

The passengers have urged
European coastguards to rescue
them.

Alarm Phone tweeted that it
continued to alert authorities but
that they “refuse to inform us if
any rescue efforts have been un-
dertaken”.

By signing up, you agree to
our Privacy Policy

“End this cruel non-assis-
tance,” the group said.

Malta has also not given per-
mission to a commercial cargo
ship to rescue the stranded mi-
grants and refugees, the network
said. The Maltese authorities have
not immediately responded to re-
quests from the Associated Press
news agency for comment on the
boat.

People’s
welfare top
priority...


