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A
t least 18 tons of dates
have been collected
from the date orchards

in eastern Nangarhar province,
showing 30 percent increase com-
paring to last year during which
13 tons dates had been collected.

Mawlavi Ghulam Rahman
Kazim, director of the Nangarhar
canal, told The Kabul Times cor-
respondent that the date crop had
increased this year compared to
last year.

“Last year, the date orchard
yielded 13 tons of fruit, but this
year the date yield was 18 tons,”
Mawlavi Kazim said, adding that
efforts were underway to double
the dates yield in the province.

He also said that he had
worked on a new mechanism for
the sale of dates, which would al-
low any trader and the general
public to buy dates from the or-

Nangarhar dates yield increased
by 30 pc this year

chard and sell them in the city.
He considered providing fur-

ther agricultural facilities in the
date garden and planting new date
plants as the main reason of in-
creasing dates yield in Nangarhar
province.

According to director of the
Nangarhar canal, around 50 work-
ers are working in the canal and
the native and fresh dates of prov-
ince are exported to the neighbor-
ing provinces and the capital Kab-
ul and other areas.

Mawlavi Kazim further said
that Nangarhar was suitable place
for date cultivation because of the
seasonal and proper climate, add-
ing that they were trying to ex-
tend the date cultivation to other
districts of the province.

“Another new orchard of date
has been renovated this year,
which will put positive impact on

increasing of date yield in the prov-
ince,” Mawlavi Kazim said, add-
ing that the canal project was con-
sidered as a fundamental project
and national investment.

He asked relevant organs to
help and cooperate in renovation
of olive factories in the province,
saying that the Nangarhar canal
needs some equipment and ma-
chineries which need to be pro-
vided by relevant agricultural or-
gans.

According to information of
the Nangarhar canal, the dates
trees have been planted in recent
years in the east part of Jalalabad,
the provincial capital city. It is
said that more than 2,700 date
saplings brought from Saudi Ara-
bia have been planted in 40 hect-
are of agricultural fields in the
province.

Samiullah Momand

Nuristan, one of the 34 prov-
inces, located in the eastern part
of Afghanistan. It is divided into
seven districts as Nurgaram, Du
Ab, Kamdesh, Mandol, Barg-e-
Matal, Parun, Wama, and Wantw-
ygal and is the country’s least
populous province, with a popu-
lation of around 167,000. Parun
serves as the provincial capital.
Nuristan is bordered on the south
by Laghman and Kunar provinc-
es, on the north by Badakhshan,
on the west by Panjshir province.

Their territory, formerly
called Kafiristan, “Land of the
Infidels,” was renamed as
Nuristan, “Land of Light” or “En-
lightenment,” when the populace
was forcibly converted to Islam
from the local polytheistic religion

Nuristan; a touristic province
in eastern Afghanistan

by the Afghan emir Abdul Rah-
man at the turn of the 20th centu-
ry. The territory now forms part
of the Afghan province of
Nuristan. The region was located
in an area surrounded by Buddhist
civilizations which were later taken
over by Muslims. The origin of
the local Nuristani people has
been disputed, ranging from being
the indigenous inhabitants forced
to flee to this region after refusing
to surrender to invaders, to being
linked to various ancient groups
of people and the Turk Shahi
kings.

The Nuristani languages be-
long to the Indo-Aryan subgroup
of the Indo-Iranian branch of the
Indo-European language family.
The Nuristani are nominally Sun-

ni Muslims but continue many of
their traditional ways dating from
before their conquest by the Af-
ghans in 1895–96. Their earlier
record was one of brigandage and
plundering; they were, and still
are, intensely loyal to their own
people and strongly cherish their
independence. They have a clan
organization with village govern-
ment and are now settled agricul-
turists.  The region as a whole has
a most distinctive culture, and al-
though it is possible to establish
certain cultural differences be-
tween the three main valleys, the
Nûristâni share a culture which
gives them a unique position with-
in Afghanistan.

The houses in the highest
northern regions are built of stone

Officials for Ministry of Pub-
lic Health (MoPH) say 1.3 mil-
lion children under – 5 have been
vaccinated in 85 districts of 25
provinces of the country.

A spokesperson to the minis-
try of public health Dr. Sharafat
Zaman has told The Kabul Times
correspondent that 1.4 million
children under – 5 are expected to
be vaccinated in 85 districts of the
country’s 25 provinces.

Meanwhile, the United Na-
tions International Children’s
Emergency Fund (UNICEF) says
it’s teams vaccinated more than
1.2 million children under-5 in
Afghanistan’s 25 provinces last
week.

“In 25 provinces across Af-
ghanistan, the United Nations In-
ternational Children’s Emergency

Measles vaccination drive
covers 25 provinces

Fund (UNICEF) in Afghanistan
vaccinated more than 1.2 million
children under-5 last week. In part-
nership with the World Health
Organization (WHO), this sub-
national campaign will help curb
the recent measles outbreak in the
country,” UNICEF said in a
tweet.

According to the United Na-
tions World Health Organization
(WHO), around 56,000 cases of
measles have been recorded from
Jan – Aug of 2022 in Afghanistan
and nearly 300 children with mea-
sles have lost their lives.

Meanwhile, provincial direc-
tor of public health Dr. Amir
Mohammad Aftab has told The
Kabul Times that some cases were
registered in some districts of
Nangarhar, where control and

emergency teams took urgent ac-
tions.

“Children with measles have
been timely treated in districts
where the measles cases were re-
ported. Besides, measles vaccina-
tion process launched and all chil-
dren under-5 have been vaccinat-
ed in the districts,” Dr. Aftab said.

According to provincial direc-
tor of public health for Nangar-
har, the first measles vaccination
campaign was conducted in Jalal-
abad city, Behsud and Pachirag-
am districts, which targeted
(1,8775) children under-5, while
the second campaign has been
implemented recently in four dis-
tricts of the province as Chapar-
har, Hesarak, Surkhrod and Lalpu-
ra, targeting nearly 72,000 chil-
dren-5.

Nangarhar provincial direc-
torate of public health is planning
to launch another measles vacci-
nation drive with close coopera-
tion of the World Health Organi-
zation (WHO) in all districts of
the province to curb the measles
outbreak in the province.

With continued efforts of the
provincial health directorate, the
measles outbreak has been low in
the province as the dead cases
caused by measles have been con-
siderably low and currently the
cases have decreased.

It is worth mentioning that
4778 measles cases have been reg-
istered in the past six months in
Nangarhar province, where 29
children have lost their lives.
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or clay, but in the forested regions
they are mainly of wood, often
(to save space) with multiple sto-
ries and arranged in step like ter-
races on the mountain slopes. The
small enclosed fields (often no big-
ger than an ordinary floor space),
mostly lying in steep, narrow
mountain valleys, are cultivated
by the women, while the men hunt
or tend livestock. The main crop
is wheat, supplemented by bar-
ley, corn (maize), millet, and peas.
Grapes and mulberries are grown
in the lower areas. Livestock con-
sists mainly of goats, with some
cattle and a few sheep in the up-
per, wider valleys. There are no
horses. There are 211 schools in-
cluding two high schools, 117 ele-
mentary schools, and 92 second-
ary schools in Nuristan province.
Besides, there are also 20 religious
Madrasa, two agricultural voca-
tional high schools, and three
teachers training institutes in the
province.

Most of the areas of Nuristan
are covered by forest, but it has
less agricultural lands. The forests
of the province have walnut, pine
nut and trees of oak, shisham,
willow, sycamore, semi-sycamore
and other trees. There are fresh
fruit orchards in Nurgram district
of the province. Some people of
the province are engaged in live-
stock farming.

Recently, a large number of
foreign and domestic tourists have
visited different parts of Nuristan
province. According to local offi-
cials, efforts are underway to at-
tract more tourists to the prov-
ince.  Saida Ahmadi

*  If there are actions taken
for professionalizing coal mining,
modern machinery is brought for
it, the roads to the mines are con-
structed and there are profession-
al teams hired for extraction, it will
have positive economic impact on
the country and both the govern-
ment and the nation will gain more
profit from it.

 Up to now the coal are ex-
tracted illegally and unprofession-
ally that not only causes casualty
for extracting labors, but also caus-
es wastage of coal while extrac-
tion.

*  Transit and trade with oth-
er countries have direct link with
the security condition of the coun-
try, because of which currently our
transit and trade has increased.
This opportunity also has vital
role in the coal sector exports and
the Afghan Government should
try to find international market(s)
for its coal. Currently Afghan Coal
are exported to Pakistan. Pakistan
is purchasing Afghan Coal for two
huge electricity production facto-
ries Sahiwal (Punjab) and Hub
(Baluchistan), which is 15,000
tones coal per day. But Pakistan
is importing 70% of its needed
coal from South Africa that costs
it so high. Meanwhile the most
coal consuming country in the
world, China, is our neighboring
country. Lately, India and China
has shown interests for purchas-
ing Afghan Coal. So, if there is
considerable attention paid to the

management of the coal export, and
in addition to Pakistan, there are
other international markets found,
as the result the national revenue
will increase.

*  Afghanistan is currently im-
porting about 78% of its needed
electricity from the neighboring
countries, which requires a huge
amount of budget and sometimes
faces technical issues, and cuts the
importing electricity from the
neighboring countries.

If there is attention paid for
production of electricity from coal
inside the country, so our depen-
dency on the electricity of the
neighboring countries will also
decline gradually; because indus-
trial development is impossible
without electricity and currently
one of the challenging issue for
industries in the country is short-
age of enough electricity, as the
result of which most of the facto-
ries are closed and some of them
are forced to take their investments
abroad.

– Although, currently the cor-
ruption in mining sector is banned,
yet there are fundamental actions
needed to be taken for preventing
corruption.

The Ministry of Mine and
Petroleum must amend the Min-
ing Law because there is nothing
in it about mining corruption.
Meanwhile the mines that were
specified earlier to be given on
contract by the provincial direc-
torates should be centralized

again, so warlords and mafia
would not be able to gain control
over those mines. In addition, the
bidding process of mining should
be competitive and open, so ev-
eryone will know that based on
which conditions they have gained
the contract and based on which
conditions they were not able to
win it. Furthermore, all the con-
tracts that the Ministry of Mines
and Petroleum has given out
should be publicly shared.

– Finally yet importantly,
another issue is raising prices of
coal in internal markets of the
country. As winter is coming, the
public is suffering from poverty,
so there is demand that the gov-
ernment should work on a plan
for decreasing the prices of coal in
internal markets so the public will
be able to afford purchasing coal.
Therefore, the government should
provide subsidy for public and
factories in purchasing coal.

 For example, during King
Mohammad Zahir Shah’s regime
the government was giving one
ton coal with special discount to
teachers and governmental offi-
cials. Selling out coal in internal
markets with lower price by the
government will provide employ-
ment for more people. In contrast,
the coal should be exported to oth-
er countries with the internation-
al prices.
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Coal: the main source of the
national revenue of Afghanistan

If there is attention paid for production of electricity from coal inside
the country, so our dependency on the electricity of the neighboring
countries will also decline gradually; because industrial development
is impossible without electricity and currently one of the challenging
issue for industries in the country is shortage of enough electricity, as
the result of which most of the factories are closed and some of them are
forced to take their investments abroad.


