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Introduction
Recently there is huge atten-

tion paid to the export and rising
prices of coal in internal markets.
The topic of export of Afghan
Coal to Pakistan gained hot atten-
tion after the statement of the
Prime Minister of Pakistan, Shah-
baz Sharif, which caused hot dis-
cussions of Afghans in social me-
dia. It is in such a condition that
yet Afghan Government does not
have any contract regarding coal
export with any other country,
instead it is sold out to internal
companies in Afghani currency
and then the aforementioned com-
panies export it to Pakistan.

As, since August 2021 Af-
ghanistan has faced international
restrictions and the international
donations since last two decades
are also declined, so Afghanistan
faced massive economic crises.
Therefore, after the country got
secure, the Islamic Emirate of Af-
ghanistan paid full attention to the
extraction of mines, particularly
coal mines, and the national in-
come has increased with the elim-
ination of administrative corrup-
tion. Yet there are questions about
mining, especially coal mining, to
be answered.

Due to the high quality and
huge amount of the coal sources
with its impacts in the country’s
economy, this topic needs more
discussions and research. In this
article, you will read about the
overview of the global coal con-
sumption, resources of coal in
Afghanistan, recent rising prices
of the coal and role of the coal in
the national economy of Afghani-
stan. At the end, it is discussed
that what should be done regard-
ing the coal extraction and export.

Overview of global coal con-
sumption The value and con-
sumption of coal has increased
with the industrial revolution and
invention of the stream engine.
So, in addition to smelting steel
and iron, there are many large fac-
tories run on coal as it is also used
for electricity production. Based
on the statistics of 2020, about
one third or 35 % of the global
electricity is produced by coal,
which shows that its contribution
to the production of electricity is
greater than all other electricity
production sources. Most of the
required electricity in China, In-
dia, South Africa and Australia is
produced from coal.

 For example, China produc-
es 56 % and India 44 % of their
required electricity from coal.

In addition to the most coal
consuming countries, China and
India are also the most coal pro-
ductive countries. China produc-
es about half of the needed coal of
the world, and it is also the most
coal consuming country around
the world. Australia is the first
most coal exporting country,
which exports one third of the coal
of the world. Indonesia and Rus-
sia are the second and third coal
exporting countries.

The five most coal importing
countries are namely: India, Ja-
pan, China, South Korea and Tai-
wan. Besides the high value of coal
in energy production, it is also
harmful for health. Carbon diox-
ide gas that is produced by the
usage of coal causes climate chang-
es, while the biggest and long term
global challenge is also production
of this gas.

 Furthermore, coal consump-
tion is one of the main sources of
air pollution, which is one of the
challenges to human health that
causes lung and heart diseases,

cancer, and child birth diseases.
Many countries and interna-

tional organizations are attempt-
ing to find substitution for the
usage of coal due to its harm to
the climate change and harm to
human health. Therefore, the UN
Secretary General Antonio Gu-
terres called all the countries to
stop establishing coal-running fac-
tories.

Meanwhile, the Paris Agree-
ment also asked all the countries
to decrease global consumption of
coal to 50% up to 2030 for de-
creasing global warming. In 2021,
UN Climate Change Conference
(COP26) also asked 120 member
countries to gradually decrease
consumption of coal and eliminate
it.

Coal resources in Afghanistan
Though there are not yet spe-

cific mines and minerals surveys
done in Afghanistan; yet the basic
studies show that the country has
huge amount of mines and miner-
als, including coal.

 Basic studies show that there
is a 750 kilometer underground
coal line from eastern Badakhs-
han Province to the western Her-
at Province. Some statistics show
that there are 100 to 400 millions
tons or 3 billion cubic meters coal
in Afghanistan.

Therefore, Afghanistan is the
first country that has enough high
quality coal that is not yet extract-
ed. Long internal wars, political
and security instability, lack of
standard transportation and lack
of proper roads to the coal mines
are some of the reasons that the
coal mines are not yet legally and
professionally extracted. Instead,
it is extracted illegally and unpro-
fessionally.

Based on statistics, there are
80 coal mines in 12 provinces of
the country, among which there
are coals extracted from 17 mines
that are used inside the country
and also exported abroad.

Rising coal prices
Since last few months, partic-

ularly while Russia attacked
Ukraine, the prices of oil increased
globally, with which the prices of
coal also increased. One of the
main reasons of the coal rising
prices was that the most coal ex-
porting country, Indonesia, sud-
denly declined coal exports. In
international market the prices of
coal has tripled since the begin-
ning of 2022.

On 3rd January 2022 one ton
coal was sold for 157$ in interna-
tional market, while in 8th Sep-
tember 2022 the price has reached
439$. Due to the mentioned rea-
son, a few months ago the Paki-
stani Prime Minister, Shahbaz
Sharif, ordered increase in import-
ing coal from Afghanistan and stat-
ed that Pakistan will annually save
2.2 billions US Dollars from it,
which has raised huge reactions in
Afghanistan and caused the Af-
ghan Ministry of Finance to re-
vise coal prices.

The rising coal prices in inter-
national market, the increase in
coal exports and tariffs, the rising
oil prices, and the damages and
blockages of the routes because
of floods caused rising coal prices
in internal market.  Based on the
information of the Ministry of
Finance, since 1397 the price of
one ton of exporting coal was 90$
with 20$ tax; but due to the afore-
mentioned reasons lately, the
price including its transportation
increased to 200$ and then to
280$ and taxes increased from 20$
to 30$. The export tariff also in-
creased from 27$ to 60$. In na-
tional level, one ton coal costs
15,000 Afghani up to Kabul. For
example, one ton coal is sold for
6,000 Afghani in Bamyan Prov-
ince, there is 3,600 Afghani tax on
it and the rest is the transporta-
tion cost. Therefore, the price of
one ton coal in Kabul has raised
up to 15,500 Afghani, while last
year at this season, the price of
one ton coal was averagely 9,600
Afghani. Role of coal in the econ-

omy of the country
Coal has many roles in the

economy of countries. On the one
hand, it decline unemployment
rate; on the other hand, it has val-
ue due to energy production, and
also national revenue increases by
exporting coal to other countries.
For example, in 2018 Australia
was the most coal exporting coun-
try, employed 200,000 people in
this sector and added 20 billion
dollars to its national revenue. Sta-
tistics also show that there are
about 3 million Chinese and
300,000 Indian workers working
in coal sector.

In Afghanistan, coal mining
started during King Mohammad
Zahir Shah’s regime and its reve-
nue was added to the national trea-
sury of the country.

 Later on, due to the weakness
of the central government and in-
stability, the government lost its
control over coal mines and in
most of the areas the local war-
lords got control of the coal ex-
traction and the revenue of the
government declined. Based on the
political and security instability
in various regimes, illegal and un-
professional coal mining increased
and continued for last few de-
cades.

Since last year, the Islamic
Emirate of Afghanistan paid con-
siderable attention to the internal
sources of the national revenue.
The latest statistics published by
the governmental institutions
show that national revenue this
year has considerably increased
compared to last year and for the
first time the national budget was
fully funded by domestic reve-
nues. Mining Sector, specially coal
mines, has played crucial role in
the national revenue of the coun-
try. In the past years, the revenue
was gone to mafia due to wide-
spread corruption in this sector.

For example, on 15th Decem-
ber 2015, Integrity Watch Afghan-
istan has released its research
based report about five mines that
the Ministry of Mine and Petro-
leum has given on contract to var-
ious private companies. Based on
the report, political influence, fa-
voritism or nepotism had impor-
tant role in the process of award-
ing mining contracts. It was also
stated in the report that the MPs
and high-ranking governmental
officials are keeping or using most
of the mines for the interests of
themselves, their relatives or oth-
er power holders.

Currently coal is playing cru-
cial role in the national revenue of
the country and every week there
are more than 200 million Afghani
revenue added to the treasure of
the government from coal extrac-
tion. Based on the statistics of the
Ministry of Finance, in 7 months,
since September of 2021 up to
March 2022, collectively there is
about 1,8 million tons coal export-
ed to other countries, specially to
Pakistan, that its customs based
value is over 16 billion Afghani
and there is 3,9 billion Afghani
revenue gained from it. It is in such
a condition that last year at the
same time, since September 2019
to March 2020, the exported coal
value was just one billion Afghani
and it had only 244 million Af-
ghani revenue for the government.

Meantime, based on the infor-
mation of the officials of the Min-
istry of Mine and Petroleum, cur-
rently there are around 100,000
people working in coal’s extrac-
tion that plays an important role
in declining unemployment rate,
and if this sector is managed prop-
erly, it will have positive impacts
for employment opportunities in
the country.

What should be done?
For more efficiency and de-

velopment of the coal sector,
there should be some actions, in-
cluding the below ones, taken:

To be continued
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B
agh-e Babur is locat
ed on the slopes of
Kuh-e Sher Darwaza,

(Sher Darwaza mountain)
southwest of the old city of
Kabul. The garden is arranged
in 15 terraces along a central
axis in east west direction. From
the top terrace, the visitor has
a magnificent vista over the
garden and its perimeter wall,
across the Kabul River towards
the snow-covered mountains.

Created by the founder of
the Mughal dynasty, Zaheer-
uddin Muhammad Babur
(1483-1530), after his conquest
of Kabul in 1504, Bagh-e Babur
is one of the earliest surviving
Mughal gardens. The king was
a passionate gardener and per-
sonally designed and super-
vised at least 10 gardens in his
capital Kabul.

They are described in the
Babur-name, but the historical
name of Bagh-e Babur is not
known. Excavations revealed
that Babur did not design his
garden on an empty plot: ruins
of a monumental building dat-

Bagh-e-Babur; Afghanistan
historic & recreational park

ing to the 3rd century BC and
traces of a subsequent occu-
pation to the 15th century
made it necessary to clear the
ground before a large terraced
garden with a different orien-
tation could be landscaped at
this very spot.

For political reasons,
Babur had to move east and
conquered northern India in
1526; he died in Agra in 1530.
Throughout his years in the
flat, dusty plains of India he
missed his home country and
thus wished to be buried in
Kabul. His body was trans-
ferred to Bagh-e Babur by his
widow around 1544.

The texts do not provide a
reason why out of all gardens
he chose this one. However,
remains of older tombs with
brick vaults and stone cists
excavated underneath the
tomb platform revealed that the
area was already used as a cem-
etery, possibly by his Timurid
kin -a finding which might pro-
vide a context for his choice.

As the tomb garden of the

founder of the Mughal dynas-
ty, Bagh-e Babur became a
place of veneration, a symbol,
and hence gained superior im-
portance among Babur’s gar-
dens: For nearly 150 years, his
heirs, especially Jahangir (r.
1605-1627) and Shah Jahan (r.
1627-1658), paid their respects
to his burial place and spon-
sored ambitious building pro-
grams to preserve and beauti-
fy the garden according to
contemporary taste.

With the completion of the
rehabilitation in 2006 and the
implementation of the institu-
tional management plan within
the framework of the MoU in
2008, Bagh-e Babur is the only
carefully managed public space
in Kabul that offers recreation-
al facilities to the citizens.

The Islamic Emirate of Af-
ghanistan (IEA) says that the
Babar Garden is equal to the
UNESCO standards and they
expect that this garden will
soon be registered in the list
of world cultural heritage.

According to the garden’s

officials, Bagh-e-Babur is a
masterpiece of human ingenu-
ity, a part of human values, an
important historical and cultur-
al site, and it has met all condi-
tions of UNESCO as it has 500
years of history, better in terms
of beauty, environment and
ecosystem; therefore, this gar-
den should be registered as a
cultural heritage.

It is worth mentioning that
currently, the number of those
visiting the garden has de-
creased due to increasing pov-
erty and unemployment, while
thousands of people used to
visit the garden in the past. In
addition, several cultural
events are organized in the pre-
mises. The garden is a highly
integral part of the cultural and
social life. Secondly, the de-
mand for such a facility is im-
mense. The success of the gar-
den as a public space is depen-
dent on a management that
secures -apart from the neces-
sary maintenance of the plants
and buildings -cleanliness,
safety and privacy.

Saida Ahmadi

No society in the world is
empty of vicious, selfish and
mercenary people. The nations
whose affairs are controlled by
nasty people, would never see
welfare and tranquility.

For the past 20 years, the
system of governance was
controlled by same alienated
people in Afghanistan, where
a real humanity has lost its main
character and efforts contin-
ued to support the aliens’ oc-
cupation.

An average level of 300 Af-
ghans lost their lives and cor-
ruption has reached to its
height.

However, the occupation
ended after the Islamic Emirate
returned to power. A powerful
central government estab-
lished, countrywide security
ensured and corruption de-
creased to its lowest level.

Each of them is a great
blessing and achievement. The
Afghan nation should be
grateful for this and support
their Islamic system with all
powers.

Some narrow-minded peo-
ple still dream power and try to
make the country go towards
instability and destruction
once again, as few number of
drug traffickers, mafia leaders,
warmongers and so-called Af-
ghans gathered and consult-
ed on how destabilize Afghan-
istan once again.

Although the statement is-
sued by them called for a polit-
ical solution, but this is still an

Notorious features, warmongers
still dreaming power

attempt to deceive the Afghan
nation, as over the past year,
after the return of the Islamic
system, the Islamic Emirate re-
peatedly offered talk and dia-
logue to every Afghan includ-
ing them, and it was rejected.

On the other they had de-

mands which were impossible
to accept.

Such actions and demands
by them have no effect other
than making them more isolat-
ed and defamed

Such actions and activities
of theirs have no effect other
than making them more ill-
famed among the people, as
during the years of occupation,
they left a very bad history.

They shed blood of tens of
thousands of innocent Af-
ghans and committed unfor-
givable crimes against the na-
tion.

The Afghan nation is ex-
pecting no good from them, as
for the past 20 consecutive

years, they drank the nation’s
blood and stole their proper-
ties.

In order to reach their vi-
cious goals, they are trying
hard to use Afghans under one
name or another, but these ef-
forts will not prove effective
and the nation will say ‘NO’
with one voice to them.

Following their meeting,
Afghans living in Austria

staged a massive protest
against them and called the
meeting a project and conspir-
acy against Afghanistan.

Western media tried hard to
cover the meeting and once
again deceive the Afghans but
faced hatred from the Afghan
people who foiled these vi-
cious effort and openly op-
posed it.

Many times, they ex-
pressed their demands for the
division of the country and
restoration of a decentralized
system in Afghanistan and
they are still continuing to work
for their goals.

 But the Islamic Emirate will
not let anyone even to think
for division idea and is respon-
sible for the protection of high
national interest.

It seems that they will nev-
er abandon their anti-Afghan
ideas and personal interests,
but the Afghan nation must
reject them and raise their voic-
es against them.

Likewise, the caretaker
government led by the Islamic
Emirate should also try to bring
the nation closer to itself and
do not ignore their legitimate
demands and also take con-
structive steps in terms of in-
teraction with the world, to
overcome such efforts being
made by these malicious and
infamous individuals and re-
petitive people and lead the
country towards lasting peace
and stability.

Atta Mobariz

Likewise, the caretaker govern-
ment led by the Islamic Emirate

should also try to bring the nation
closer to itself and do not ignore

their legitimate demands and also
take constructive steps in terms of
interaction with the world, to over-

come such efforts being made by
these malicious and infamous indi-
viduals and repetitive people and
lead the country towards lasting

peace and stability.


