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Pakistan cuts down tax on
Afghanistan fresh fruits

At the upcoming SCO sum-
mit in Samarkand, one of the
key topics could be the resto-
ration of the Afghan economy.
After the sudden complete
withdrawal of foreign troops
from Afghanistan, the role and
importance of the SCO in nor-
malizing the situation in that
country increased significant-
ly. In this regard, the initiative
of the President of Uzbekistan
Shavkat Mirziyoyev to hold
regular high-level meetings in
the SCO-Afghanistan format
with the involvement of the Or-
ganization’s observer states:
Azerbaijan, Armenia, Turkey,
Cambodia, Nepal, Egypt, Qa-
tar and Saudi Arabia in the dia-
logue is of particular relevance.
as well as international organi-
zations.

The effectiveness of this
format is proved by the inter-
national conference held in
Tashkent in July 2022 on the
topic “Afghanistan: security

Tashkent as a negotiating

platform on Afghanistan

and economic development”,
which was attended by dele-
gations from more than twen-
ty foreign countries and inter-
national structures.

The conference demon-
strated the openness of
Uzbekistan’s foreign policy
and the relevance of resolving
the issue of restoring the his-
torical interconnectedness of
the regions of Central and
South Asia. One of the large-
scale projects that contribute
to the revival of the Afghan
economy, the development of
trade between a significant
number of states of the West
and the East and the change in
the geopolitical landscape of
the region as a whole could be
the construction of the Mazar-
i-Sharif – Kabul - Peshawar rail-
way with access to the Paki-
stani port of Gwadar.

This idea was voiced by
the President of Uzbekistan.

The “Tashkent platform”

has already proved its effec-
tiveness and can further be-
come a platform for negotia-
tions and discussions of key
groups of issues on Afghani-
stan, such as security, preven-
tion of threats of extremism and
terrorism, the creation of an
inclusive government, ensur-
ing human rights and free-
doms, socio-economic recov-
ery, implementation infrastruc-
ture, humanitarian projects.

The further development
of the situation in Afghanistan,
its return to modern world eco-
nomic relations and interna-
tional relations, as well as sta-
bility in the region, will depend
on finding mutually acceptable
solutions on these issues, pri-
marily by the SCO member
states.

Shukhrat Kobilov,
Chief Researcher of the In-

ternational Institute of Central
Asia

If the United Nations Edu-
cational, Scientific and Cultur-
al Organization (UNESCO) and
the Islamic Emirate of Afghan-
istan (IEA) do not take neces-
sary steps towards renovation
and protection of Ghor’s Jam
minaret, with the arrival of com-
ing winter and rainfalls the min-
aret will fall to the ground.

The 65m-tall Minaret of
Jam is a graceful, soaring struc-
ture, dating back to the 12th
century. Covered in elaborate
brickwork with a blue tile in-
scription at the top, it is note-

Minaret of Jam; a historic
monument in Afghanistan

worthy for the quality of its
architecture and decoration,
which represent the culmina-
tion of an architectural and ar-
tistic tradition in this region. Its
impact is heightened by its
dramatic setting, a deep river
valley between towering
mountains in the heart of the
Ghor province.

Local officials of the infor-
mation and culture department
for Ghor have told The Kabul
Times correspondent that cur-
rently most parts and stones
of the historic minaret have

been damaged, all steps and
protective walls surrounding
the minaret have been de-
structed and the minaret has
inclined to one side.

According to the local of-
ficials, there’s no budget for
the restoration and renovation
of the minaret. The local offi-
cials are asking UNESCO to
take necessary steps toward
the protection of minaret.

The Minaret of Jam is one
of the few well-preserved mon-
uments representing the ex-
ceptional artistic creativity and

mastery of structural engineer-
ing of the time. Its architecture
and ornamentation are out-
standing from the point of view
of art history, fusing together
elements from earlier develop-
ments in the region in an ex-
ceptional way and exerting a
strong influence on later archi-
tecture in the region.

A civil society activist
Bano Begam in Ghor has said
they are extremely worried
about the collapse and fall of
the world’s largest clay mina-
ret due to floods, storms and
heavy rains.

“Unfortunately, no consid-
erable attention has been paid
to the protection and renova-
tion of the minaret in the past
20 years as the historical struc-
ture is located in a deprived
province in the west of Af-
ghanistan,” Mrs. Begam add-
ed.

She asserted that all civil
activists and researchers in
Ghor are asking the UNESCO
and relevant organizations to
take all necessary measures for
the protection and restoration
of the minaret, or most parts of
the minaret will collapse and
fall to the ground with the ar-
rival of winter and rainfalls

According to local officials
and cultural figures, the previ-
ous government used to prom-
ise to restore and take neces-
sary steps towards the reno-
vation of the country’s histor-
ical minarets and sites, espe-
cially the Minaret of Jam but it
never came true. They say now
it is necessary that urgent and
necessary steps should be tak-
en for the restoration and pro-
tection of the minaret.

Saida Ahmadi

The Minaret of Jam is one of the few well-preserved monuments repre-
senting the exceptional artistic creativity and mastery of structural

engineering of the time.

P
akistan had recently
increased taxes on
the import of fresh

fruits from Afghanistan. Many
vehicles of the Afghan traders
loaded with fresh fruits re-
mained stranded on the border
due to the increasing tax. The
issue inflicted heavy financial
losses on Afghan traders.

Afghanistan Chamber of
Commerce and Investment
(ACCI) says exports of fresh
fruits to South Asian countries
have been recently low due to
the lack of flights through air
corridors, and currently, Paki-
stan is considered as the only
market for the country’s agri-

cultural products. There were
also complaints from Afghan
traders saying that the Paki-
stan side has increased the tax
on Afghan fresh fruits enter-
ing the country.

Khanjan Alokozai, a mem-
ber of the board of directors of
the Chamber of Commerce and
Investments, said that they
mostly export fresh fruits to
South Asian countries partic-
ularly India and Pakistan, add-
ing that the main problem was
that there were no air corridors
for any exports. Previously,
25,000 tons of fresh fruits had
been exported to foreign coun-
tries through air corridors. For

the time being, which we can
use through the air corridors
every year from twenty to twen-
ty-five years.

However, the embassy of
Afghanistan in Islamabad said
that the issue had been dis-
cussed with the Pakistani offi-
cials. The government of Paki-
stan has agreed to decrease the
taxes.

In a Tweet on Friday, Af-
ghanistan embassy to Islama-
bad said that Pakistan had de-
creased the taxes which had
been increased on the fruits im-
ported from Afghanistan.

According to the embassy
of Afghanistan, the officials of

the Afghanistan embassy in
Islamabad and Afghan consu-
late generals in Quetta and Pe-
shawar had discussed the is-
sue of the increased customs
duties on the fruits of Afghan-
istan at the Chaman and
Torkham border crossings.

A delegation headed by the
trade attaché at the embassy,
Mufti Abdul Hakim Hakimi met
the officials of the trade minis-
try of Pakistan.

The officials of the minis-
try said that the increase in the
customs duties on Afghan
fruits was a general decision
and that Afghanistan would be
exempted from this decree.

The additional damage on
imported goods of Afghan trad-
ers at Karachi port and the new
policy for the issuance of vi-
sas to drivers at the Torkham
and Chaman borders were also
discussed in the meeting.

Based on information of
the Afghanistan Chamber of
Commerce and Investment,
during the period of 2021, ex-
ports of Afghan products to
Pakistan reached to more than
$3 million, while the amount has
increased as Afghanistan’s
coal is exported to Pakistan.

Following the increase of
customs tax by Pakistan on Af-
ghanistan fresh fruits, the ex-
porting fruit from the country
to Pakistan has stopped.

The exports and imports
between the two countries
have always faced issues.

 However, the Islamic Emir-
ate of Afghanistan (IEA) and
previous governments of Af-
ghanistan and Pakistan have
not addressed the issues so far.

Shukria Kohistani

KABUL: A helicopter of the country’s national army crashed leaving three people including
pilot, co-pilot and a crew martyred and five others injured in the capital Kabul, late on Saturday, a
statement from the national defense ministry confirmed.

The crash, according to the statement of defense ministry took place due to technical problems
Saturday afternoon.

It was a Black Hawk helicopter and had crashed after taking off for training and fell into the
compound of Kabul Military University, multiple sources said.

The Kabul Times

3 air-force members martyred in
Kabul helicopter crash

KABUL: At least five civil-
ians sustained deep or slight
injuries due to two back-to-
back blasts that rocked Dasht-
e-Barchi area, a vicinity west-
ern edge of Kabul city late on
Saturday evening, Kabul po-
lice spokesman Khalid Zadran
confirmed.

“Explosive devices placed

Blasts leave 5 civilians
injured in Kabul

on two bicycles went off in
Dasht-e-Barchi locality on Sat-
urday evening, inured five per-
sons,” Zadran said.

The official, however,
didn’t provide more details,
saying investigation has been
initiated into the incident and
the perpetrators will be identi-
fied and brought to justice.

In the meantime, Interior
Ministry spokesman Abdul
Nafi Takor in his twitter account
said, few persons have been
slightly injured in the two
blasts.

No group or individual has
so far claimed responsibility
for the incident.

The Kabul Times


