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Qargha Dam, located in west-
ern part of Kabul city, was built
during the reign of King Moham-
mad Zahir Shah in 1333 solay
year.  The dam was first used for
irrigation, but later it became as a
recreational site for Kabul people.
It has a height of 30 m (98 ft). The
dam length is 1.68 km (1.04 mi)
and top width is 600 m (2,000 ft).
A sluice gate of the dam which
was damaged has since been re-
stored. The reservoir water spread
area behind the dam is 5,000 hect-
ares.

Currently, the dam irrigates
areas as Deh Araban, Badambagh,
Police Academy, Kabul Education
University, Polytechnics Univer-
sity, Afghan Red Crescent Soci-
ety and Baghbala.

The reservoir volume is 32.8

Qargha Dam; historic and
recreational site in Kabul

million m3, and was developed for
the purpose of recreation in the
1950s when Mohammed Daoud
Khan was the Prime Minister of
the country. It is now a popular
picnic location, particularly on
Friday’s when it is visited by a
large number of picnickers. Dur-
ing the Seventh Fiver Plan of the
country, the stored water from the
dam was planned for supplement-
ing drinking water to Kabul city.

Currently, hundreds of peo-
ple from various provinces visit
Qargha on daily basis. In recent
months, the number of visitors
visiting the dam has increased un-
precedentedly. Due to recent rain-
falls in the country, the dam’s
water has increased.

“It’s good time to visit vari-
ous parts of the country as the

security situation has improved
in the country,” said Waisuddin
Aslami, who has come from Her-
at to Kabul to visit Qargha Dam.
He added that water in the Qargha
dam has increased due to recent
continued rainfalls in the country.

Sima Sekandar, a resident of
Kabul, was another visitor visit-
ing Qargha dam. She said she was
excited to visit Qargha even from
childhood.

“When I was a child, I was
very enthusiastic to visit Qargha,
but I could not visit the dam due
to insecurities. Now, with my
family I came to Qargha to see the
dam’s beauty,” Sima said, adding
that she’s very happy upon visit-
ing the dam.

She asked those visiting
Qargha dam to pay attention to

cleanliness and environmental
protection. Meanwhile, officials
of the dam say the dam has been
damaged due to fighting, adding
that an Indian company was ren-
ovating the dam, particularly its
internal canals.

It is worth mentioning that
Qargha is a dam and reservoir at
near Kabul, the provincial capi-
tal. The reservoir and its periph-
eral areas provide recreation facil-
ities such as boating, surfing, golf-
ing, etc. and have a hotel on its
bank.

There is a fishery develop-
ment in the reservoir supported
by a hatchery on its banks. Irriga-
tion and hydropower develop-
ments have also been planned from
the stored waters of the reservoir.

Saida Ahmadi

 Continued rainfalls of the last
few weeks triggered flash floods
that resulted in destroying doz-
ens of residential houses and kill-
ing, wounded hundreds of people
across Afghanistan. On the other
hand, the recent floods also de-
stroyed agricultural fields, or-
chards and agricultural products
in the country.

Most districts of Kabul prov-
ince have been affected by recent
rainfalls and floods. According to
reports, almost all agricultural
products particularly grapes,
plums and peaches have been de-
stroyed, and the agricultural lands
have also been completely de-
stroyed.

Haji Mir Ahmad, a resident of
Kabul’s Shakardara, says contin-
ued rainfalls of the last few weeks
and floods have totally washed
out their agricultural products

Recent floods badly affected
agricultural fields in Afghanistan

particularly grapes. Most of the
farmers have lost their agricultur-
al products during the continued
rains that triggered flash floods in
most parts of the country.

Based on information of the
UN Office for the Coordination
of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA),
more than 100,000 people have
been affected by torrential rains
and flash floods across Afghani-
stan this year, with flooding hit-
ting 30 of the country’s 34 prov-
inces.

Consistent with the UN-
OCHA’s report, in addition to the
250 people who were killed by
the recent floods, over 100,000
Afghans have been harmed by
flooding in various parts of the
country.

As compared to the previous
year, when the total number of
flood-related fatalities was 147,

there has been a significant in-
crease of 75% in the flood death
toll this year.

According to UNOCHA,
85,000 people have received some
form of assistance, including food,
tents, medical attention, water,
sanitation, hygiene kits, and oth-
er essential items so far.

With almost 23 million Afghan
people benefitting from at least
one form of humanitarian aid de-
livered, the UN office’s Humani-
tarian Response Plan for Afghan-
istan seeks to provide relief aid to
at least 22.1 million people this
year.

Meanwhile, acting Minister of
Foreign Affairs of the Islamic
Emirate of Afghanistan (IEA)
Mawlavi Amir Khan Muttaqi last
Thursday, appealed to the inter-
national community and humani-
tarian agencies to assist those in

Afghanistan who have been im-
pacted by recent natural catastro-
phes, claiming that the IEA can-
not provide for the victims on its
own.

The eastern, central, south-
ern, and western regions of Af-
ghanistan have all seen heavy

rains that have resulted in flash
floods and landslides that have
killed and displaced people and

destroyed homes.
A drought and an earthquake

that killed more than 1,000 peo-

ple in June are just two of the dev-
astating natural disasters that Af-
ghanistan has experienced this

year in addition to the recent flash
floods that have hit Kandahar,
Logar, Khost Kunar, and Nangar-

har the hardest.
Mohammad Daud

The concepts of indepen-
dence and freedom are particular
value to all peoples of the world.
Each of them, thanks to this great
blessing, chooses his own path of
development, determines his own
destiny, boldly strives for great
heights.

The acquisition in 1991 by
the firm will and courage of the
Uzbek people of the state inde-
pendence of the Republic of
Uzbekistan, undoubtedly, became
a great, unforgettable event in the
thousand-year history of our
country, the value and significance
of which will only increase with
time.

Therefore, the multinational
people of Uzbekistan celebrate
the Independence Day of the Re-
public of Uzbekistan with great
joy and pride.

The people of Uzbekistan
meet this sacred date, the 31st an-
niversary of our independence,
with great achievements and gran-
diose plans. Undoubtedly, these
years will take a worthy place in
the glorious history of the coun-
try as a period of laying a solid
foundation for a new stage in the
development of Uzbekistan, a
period of unprecedented achieve-
ments.

Because, despite various dif-
ficulties, the problems that have
accumulated over the past years
in all areas have been successfully
resolved over the past five or six
years thanks to the implementa-
tion of large-scale reforms.

The fair policy of the leader
of the country and the creativity
of the Uzbek people are the rea-
sons for the grandiose transfor-
mations in every sector of life and
activity of the state and society
in such a short historical period.

Reforms in Uzbekistan are
carried out primarily in the inter-
ests of the individual, and the prin-
ciple “It is not the people that
serve the state bodies, but the
state bodies must serve the peo-
ple” has taken root in the life of
the state and society and has be-

 Uzbekistan marks
Independence Day

come a golden rule. Each of the
compatriots must realize that it is
not easy to establish a measured
sustainable development, maintain
peace and tranquility, and effec-
tively pursue a pragmatic, open
foreign policy in a period of in-
tense competition between coun-
tries.

The Uzbek people are
achieving these successes thanks
to the fair policy of the head of
state, who thinks first of all about
the interests of the people, and
the joint worthy work of compa-
triots.

The democratic reforms car-
ried out in the country, the posi-
tive changes taking place in the
life and consciousness of the
Uzbek people contribute to fur-
ther strengthening the atmosphere
of harmony and friendship be-
tween representatives of different
nationalities and religious confes-
sions, and knowledge of the es-
sence of the ongoing work to en-
sure a peaceful life in society in-
creases the sense of ownership
among compatriots and inspires
them to achieve higher goals.

Today, when contradictions,
national and religious conflicts are
intensifying between some coun-
tries, public diplomacy becomes
extremely important. One of the
main directions of our inter-par-
liamentary cooperation is the pro-
vision of peace and stability in all
states, the strengthening of the
ideas of humanism and the expan-
sion of friendly relations between
countries and peoples.

In particular, cooperation
with such international structures
as the Inter-Parliamentary Union,
the CIS Inter-Parliamentary As-
sembly, the Parliamentary Assem-
bly of the Organization for Secu-
rity and Cooperation in Europe
has been strengthened.

 A number of international fo-
rums and conferences were held
together with them.

 As an example, such large fo-
rums as “Global inter-parliamen-
tary cooperation in achieving sus-

tainable development goals”, held
in Bukhara, and “The role of par-
liament in ensuring interethnic
harmony and interreligious toler-
ance”, organized in Samarkand
with the participation of the gen-
eral public and religious figures,
can be cited. .

Speaking about international
relations, it is also worth noting
with satisfaction that the activi-
ties of 25 inter-parliamentary
groups and two commissions have
been organized.

In particular, the work of the
Inter-Parliamentary Joint Com-
mission with the Federal Assem-
bly of Russia was resumed, a
friendship group with Uzbekistan
was formed in the US Congress.
Our cooperation with the Parlia-
mentary Assembly of Turkic
Speaking Countries and other in-
fluential international parliamen-
tary structures is expanding.

The foundation of the third
Renaissance is being successfully
laid in the country, the construc-
tion of New Uzbekistan is under-
way. Our people are confidently
moving to great heights.

 Large structures erected in
recent years in different parts of
our country show how high the
aspirations of Uzbekistan are,
how great the creative potential
of our people is.

The feeling of pride in the
hearts of millions of our compa-
triots grew even more after the
grand opening of the international
tourist center “The Great Silk
Road”, built in Samarkand on the
direct idea and initiative of the
head of state.

Any person will be surprised
and excited by the “Eternal City”
complex, a large square in its vi-
cinity, beautiful modern buildings,
a great heritage, the result of re-
search by representatives of the
Ulugbek school of astronomy - a
magnificent amphitheater symbol-
izing “Zidji Jadidi Kuragony”

To be continued

The Islamic Emirate of Af-
ghanistan (IEA) has increased the
airport service fee for both domes-
tic and international flights in the
country.

Deputy Minister of Trans-
port and Civil Aviation for Oper-
ation Ghulam Jailani Wafa has told
The Kabul Times correspondent
that as of September 1, 2022, the
price of international tickets has
increased by $20 and the price of
domestic flights has increased by
$5 at four international airports
in Kabul, Kandahar, Herat and
Mazar-e-Sharif.

“The passenger tax, which is
minor proportionally, was added
to cover the costs of the ground

IEA increases service
 tax at airports

services here, which are provided
by the GAAC company, which is
a service company,” Wafa said,
adding that it’s common in all in-
ternational airports in the world.

It is said that with this in-
crease, the tax of every passenger
who travels abroad will reach six-
ty-five dollars.

In past, such services had been
sponsored by some international
donors, but now the Islamic Emir-
ate has no choice, except to find a
way to earn it.

Some people reacted to this
decision of the Islamic Emirate of
Afghanistan and said that it was a
right decision, but some people
were not happy with the new de-

cision.
Hazrat Gul, a resident of Kab-

ul city, says the IEA has recently
imposed taxes on domestic and
foreign flights, which is a good
decision as people in the rest of
the world pay taxes to the gov-
ernment, instead the governments
provide them with mutual servic-
es. He asked the IEA to provide
the people with more services in
the country.

Since 2013, the airport service
tax in Afghanistan has been rising,
and now all those traveling are re-
quired to pay for the security,
maintenance, and development of
the airport.

Samiullah Momand


