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“Hijab has direct link to morality of individu-
als in society.”

Food for thought
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Pakistan Prime Minister Shahbaz Sharif has irresponsibly blamed Af-
ghanistan for becoming a hideout for terrorist groups’ activities, particular-
ly, after the return of the Islamic Emirate to power, one year ago.

“Pakistan shares the key concern of the international community regarding
the threat posed by the major terrorist groups operating from Afghanistan
especially IS-K and Tahrik-e-Taliban Pakistan, as well as al-Qaeda ETIM
and IMU,” this is what Shahbaz Sharif  the prime minister of Pakistan said at
the 77th United Nation General Assembly, about Afghanistan which is mak-
ing strong effort to eliminate all kinds of insurgency including the so-called
Islamic State and other illegal armed activities.

The remarks by the neighboring country’s Prime Minister have not only
caused annoyed the Afghan people who have long suffered war and insur-
gency harbored in Pakistan but sparked reactions from present and former
Afghan politicians.

A statement from the Foreign Ministry of the Islamic Emirate of Af-
ghanistan rejected any terrorist activities in Afghanistan and said that some
countries, including the United States and Pakistan have expressed con-
cerns that threat of terrorism still exists in Afghanistan.

These concerns, according to the ministry’s statement, were based on
inaccurate information and sources as the relevant parties are yet to hand
over the seat of Afghanistan at the United Nations to its “rightful, legal and
political owners, the Afghan government.”

At a gathering here in Kabul, the country’s acting foreign minister Amir
Khan Muttaqi said that there are “biased circles in the world calling Afghan-
istan a terrorist haven.”

Also, former President Hamid Karzai said the remarks are not true.
In a statement, Karzai said that Afghanistan has been the victim of terror-

ism and that terrorist sanctuaries have been operational under the Pakistani
government in the country and have been used against Afghanistan for long
decades.

A political expert, Abdul Haq Hammad also spoke about the accusation
made by Pakistan about Afghanistan and said that Pakistan accuses Afghan-
istan of becoming a haven for militant groups to hide its own fault of train-
ing and growing any types of international terrorist networks and sending to
other countries.

Afghanistan has never been and would never become a safe sanctuary for
the terrorists and no country would be threated from Afghanistan.

Pakistan has long been the main creation center, safe training area and
the key supporter of terrorist bands not only to insecure Afghanistan, but
also, to disturb the world orders and cause insurgency overwhelm nations
in the region.

Let’s start from ourselves, bring change in our thoughts and minds and
our behaviors with our neighbors rather to blame others for our own fault.

Afghanistan, particularly, after the return of the Islamic Emirate has re-
duced the power and number of militants and illegal armed groups to zero,
except some certain areas, where the IEA security forces are still searching
for all types of insurgents.

Control own territory
instead of blaming others

World Tourism Day is com-
memorated each year on 27
September to foster awareness
among the international com-
munity of the importance of
tourism and its social, cultural,
political and economic value.

World Tourism Day was
designated by the World Tour-
ism Organization (UNWTO) in
September 1979, with the com-
memoration to commence in
1980. This date was chosen to
coincide with an important
milestone in world tourism: the
anniversary of the adoption of
the UNWTO Statutes on 27
September 1970.

The day returns to focus
on the future. As the sector’s
recovery gets underway and
building on unprecedented
political and public recognition
for the sector, UNWTO will
highlight the opportunity to
rethink how we do tourism.
This means putting people and
planet first and bringing every-
one from governments and
businesses to local communi-

Importance of tourism & its social,
cultural, political & economic value

ties together around a shared
vision for a more sustainable,
inclusive and resilient sector.

Afghanistan, as an ancient
and historical country having
pre-Islamic and post-Islamic
civilizations, has been the fo-
cus of tourists since long ago
as it’s a mountainous country
connecting the lands of South,
West and Central Asia to each
other.

After the 2nd World War
when tourism was accepted as
an industry by the world, Af-
ghanistan joined the process
as it changed to one of the
world touristic centers after
the 50s of the 20th century.

In early 1958, the tourism
department later considered as
one of the country’s formal
government departments was
created by deceased Abdul
Wahab Tarzi.in 1959, Afghani-
stan tourism department got
the membership of World Tour-
ism Organization.

The country’s tourism de-
partment has then provided all

necessary facilities in the field
of expansion of the tourism in-
dustry in Afghanistan. Be-
sides, it has collected good in-
comes from the tourism indus-
try and introduced Afghani-
stan from the perspective of
history, culture, historical mon-
uments and cultural heritages
to the world.

As Afghanistan has beau-
tiful natural landscapes, beau-
tiful mountains as Pamir, Hin-
du Kush, Baba, Firuzkoh, Siy-
akoh and others, it can attract
tourists from the world. From
its beautiful sceneries, we can
mention Band-e-Amir in Bam-
yan as an example as hundreds
of national and international
tourists visit it annually.

Besides that Afghanistan
has natural sites to visit, it has
many historical monuments
and sites in the country’s dif-
ferent provinces, which have
added to the country’s touris-
tic attractions. For example,
the historic buildings’ archi-
tecture, each of which has its

own characteristics and charm,
can attract the world’s thou-
sands of tourists to visit the
country.

The city of Dahhak, the
city of Gholghulah, and the
Berbar castle in Bamyan, the
Grand Mosque of Herat, the
historical castle of Herat, the
minarets and the tomb of Kh-
waja Abdullah Ansari in Herat,
Balahisar, the tomb of Sultan
Mahmoud, the tomb of Sanai
and... in Ghazni, the holy cloak
and Bagh-e-Baba in Kandahar,
Tangi Shadian and Ziarat Sa-
khi in Mazar can be examples
that can attract both religious
visitors and other tourists.

As the tourism industry is
considered as the most profit-
able industry, it is one of the
basic foundations of the world
economy and the main pillar of
sustainable development in
the 21st century; therefore, its
importance is increasing in
each country by passing each
single day.
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