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“Hijab has direct link to morality of individu-
als in society.”

Food for thought
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I
ncreasing economic prob
lems have caused that
most Afghan families de-

pend on food assistance provided
by national and international or-
ganizations. This comes amid
World Food Program (WFP)’s
continued food assistance to
needy and miserable families in
different areas of Afghanistan.

Most of national and interna-
tional organizations operating in
Afghanistan have informed of in-
creasing poverty and economic
problems in the past one year.
According to the organizations,
unemployed and those who can
find jobs are facing with the worst
economic situation.

A number of people facing
with poverty in the country in
their interviews with The Kabul

Increasing economic problems &
people’s dependency on foreign aids

Times correspondent said that
food assistance was not sufficient
for their families.

They asked for providing food
assistance on monthly basis.

“We hardly find something for
our lunch and dinner as there’s no
opportunity to work; therefore,
we spend the whole day at home
as we have nothing to run a small
business,” said Hussain and Man-
gal, two residents of Kabul.

According to Hussain and
Mangal, the food assistance pro-
vided by the World Food Program
is not sufficient.

Meanwhile, a number of com-
munity leaders of various districts
by complaining of food assistance
distribution process say relevant
organs should pay attention to
maintaining transparency in the

food distribution process.
Nevertheless, officials for the

World Food Program say food dis-
tribution process is being moni-
tored and serious effort is under-
way to distribute food to needy
people in a transparent way. Ac-
cording to WFP, food distribution
process will continue in Afghani-
stan as 4,000 families received
food provided by WFP in Faryab
province last week.

“Food distribution process of
the World Food Program is un-
derway in all areas and districts
of Afghanistan as 4,000 needy
families in Faryab’s Dawlatabad
district have recently received
food assistance from the WFP,”
said Wahidullah Amani, a spokes-
person to the World Food Pro-
gram in Afghanistan.

Amani added that by the end
of 2022, more than 21 million
would receive humanitarian assis-
tance from the World Food Pro-
gram.

According to WFP, more than
15 million people have been pro-
vided with food assistance in the
past one year.

On the other hand, the World
Food Program and Food and Ag-
riculture Organization of the UN
have warned that acute food inse-
curity is likely to deteriorate fur-
ther in 19 countries.

 The two organizations of the
UN said in a report that Afghani-
stan, Ethiopia, Nigeria, South
Sudan, Somalia and Yemen remain
at the highest alert level, “as they
all have populations facing or pro-
jected to face starvation (Catas-
trophe, IPC Phase 5) or at risk of
deterioration towards catastroph-
ic conditions as they have already
critical food insecurity (Emergen-
cy, IPC Phase 4) and are facing
severe aggravating factors. These
countries require the most urgent
attention.”

“Currently, nearly 19 million
people across Afghanistan are ex-
periencing acute food insecurity.
This includes six million people
one step from famine, who liter-
ally do not know where their next
meal will be coming from,” said
Philippe Kropf, head of commu-
nication of WFP Afghanistan.

Earlier, OCHA reported that
more than 24 million Afghans will
need humanitarian aid by the end
of 2022.
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World Food Program (WFP) and Food and Agriculture Organiza-
tion (FAO) of the United Nations have warned that acute food insecu-
rity is likely to deteriorate further in 19 countries, including Afghani-
stan.

The two organizations said in a report that Afghanistan, Ethiopia,
Nigeria, South Sudan, Somalia and Yemen remain at the highest alert
level, as according to the report, they all have populations facing or
projected to face starvation (Catastrophe, IPC Phase 5) or at risk of
deterioration towards catastrophic conditions as they have already
critical food insecurity (Emergency, IPC Phase 4) and are facing se-
vere aggravating factors. These countries require the most urgent at-
tention.

“Currently, nearly 19 million people across Afghanistan are experi-
encing acute food insecurity. This includes six million people one step
from famine, who literally do not know where their next meal will be
coming from,” said Philippe Kropf, head of communication of WFP
Afghanistan.

Talking at the UN General Assembly, some world leaders, also,
expressed concerns over the global food crisis and famine, including
Afghanistan, which has newly emerged from conflicts.

The Ministry of Economy of the Islamic Emirate has said that the
recent droughts, freezing of Afghan assets, and restrictions on the
banking system are the main reason for the economic crisis in the
country.

The Ministry of Economy has assessed the available challenges in
the country in terms of poverty and has planned many projects in
coordination with the relevant ministries.

The OCHA has earlier reported that more than 24 million Afghans
will need humanitarian aid by the end of 2022.

In Afghanistan, food insecurity level has surpassed after U.S. at-
tempt to freeze billions of dollars of the country’s central bank’s as-
sets.

Besides continued droughts, war and poverty destroyed all infra-
structures of the country.

The related organs of the Islamic Emirate should take preparations
before the crisis undermines the poverty-stricken people.

Remote areas, all over the country, should seriously be surveyed
and the drought and poverty-stricken people should be identified and
covered by the aid process.

Honest people should be hired for the distribution programs and all
the aids should be distributed through transparent process.

World countries should also join hand with the Islamic Emirate to
help the Afghans get rid of though hunger and the international com-
munity should stay alongside the Afghans under the strict circum-
stances.

Any move to politicize any issues in Afghanistan would undeniably
victimize the nation only.

Authorities should take precautions before
hunger gets critical in Afghanistan

But Afghan traders expressed concern, saying that Pakistan has
increased tariffs on Afghan commodities.   KABUL: The Pakistani
media reported that the country’s exports to Afghanistan increased to
$95.5 million in August 2022, up 92% from $49.86 million in August
2021, the private tolonews tv channel reported citing the related offi-
cials.

The Nation cited Sajid Ali, Research Associate at the Trade Devel-
opment Authority of Pakistan, as saying that reducing trade barriers,
visa relaxation for exporters, and enhancing economic cooperation would
help achieve new trade between the two countries, the TV said.   Mean-
while, the Afghanistan Chamber of Commerce and Investment (ACCI)
said that the increased facilitation at the crossing points between Af-
ghanistan and Pakistan has caused the increase in imports.  “Because of
the facilities provided at the crossing points and ports between Afghan-
istan and Pakistan, and due to 24/7 services, the exports from Pakistan
to Afghanistan and from Afghanistan to Pakistan have increased,” said
Khairuddin Mayal, deputy head of ACCI, as quoted by the private
media.

Pakistan exports to
Afghanistan increased, report
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