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“Hijab has direct link to morality of individu-
als in society.”

Food for thought
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A three-day meeting of Af-
ghan political figures in Vien-
na, Austria, ended on Saturday
in which the participants called
for the formation of an inclu-
sive government in Afghani-
stan through negotiations.

Some Afghan refugees held
a rally in the same city to pro-
test the meeting. In reaction of
the meeting, the Islamic Emir-
ate of Afghanistan (IEA) has
said that the war in Afghani-
stan has been now over and
those participating at the meet-
ing have been tested for the
nation.

Meanwhile, Abdul Haq
Hammad, an Afghan political
analyst, in an interview with
The Kabul Times said those
participating at the Vienna
meeting have repeatedly failed
in Afghanistan in the past 40
years and have no support

Participants of Vienna meeting have
been tested by Afghans, expert

from the nation.
“Participants at the recent

Vienna meeting have repeated-
ly failed in Afghanistan during
the past 40 years. The people
of Afghanistan do not trust and
support them anymore,” Ham-
mad said, adding that the meet-
ing’s participants were mostly
corrupts and notorious figures
who have been involved in
kidnapping, armed robberies
and increasing corruption in
the past 20 years in Kabul, the
capital.

According to him, partici-
pants of the recent Vienna
meeting are known as notori-
ous figures among Afghans as
they left the country and are
now looking for funds from the
enemies of Afghanistan to
stand against the IEA.

Pointing to failed efforts
and mistakes made by the west

in Afghanistan, Hammad said
the west might think of sup-
porting these notorious indi-
viduals, which would be an-
other mistake.

“I think the west is think-
ing of this option and some-
how supporting these individ-
uals, which means they once
again reiterate their failed agen-
da as they failed 20 times to
reach in Afghanistan,” Ham-
mad said, stressing that the
west should perceive Afghan-
istan current reality and that is
the Islamic Emirate govern-
ment representing the Afghan
nation.

He further said that the IEA
was working to address all
problems of the people of Af-
ghanistan, asking the world to
start engaging with the IEA,
help it to stand on its feet and
recognize it as a responsive

side.
According to Hammad, the

west should perceive the cur-
rent situation of Afghanistan
and enter a responsibly en-
gagement with the Islamic Emir-
ate so that an opportunity is
paved for further talks on key
issues. He said it would be
against all principles and inter-
national norms if the IEA was
not recognized and the west
continued to keep the Afghan-
istan foreign assets frozen and
did not want to enter a posi-
tive engagement with the IEA.

Afghan political experts
believe that engagement with
the Islamic Emirate of Afghan-
istan and recognition of Af-
ghanistan current government
can pave the way for compre-
hensive talks on key issues.
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Most of Afghan citizens are
complaining of poor and low-qual-
ity internet data in the country.
Besides, the people are also com-
plaining of the increasing cost of
the internet. Since the Islamic
Emirate of Afghanistan (IEA) take-
over, the country’s telecommuni-
cation companies have not
dropped the cost for the internet
and other communication servic-
es in the country.

In recent years, the Internet
and social networks such as Face-
book, Twitter, Telegram, and Ins-
tagram have seen remarkable use
among Afghans in the country,
where most of the people, even
up to 80 percent of the people
use social media as this has
brought great convenience to the
people.

Using Internet in Afghanistan
has had both positive and nega-
tive impacts on the people as
some of them use it positively,
while some use it negatively. Cur-
rently, most of Afghan youth
spend most of their spare time
using internet and being online in
social media as Facebook, Twit-

ter and Instagram.
Besides these difficulties, the

high cost for the Internet has made
most Afghan citizens to raise their
voice. Each telecommunications
company sets its own price or
cost for the Internet in the coun-
try. The people are asking rele-
vant government institutions to
check with them to which criteria
they distribute the Internet and at
what price.

 “We do pay high cost for us-
ing the internet in the country.
The telecommunication compa-

nies’ words are not equal to their
actions,” said shakiba Rahimi, a
resident of Kabul.

Lutfollah Muhajer, another
resident of Kabul, says the peo-
ple are tired of the telecommuni-
cation companies’ words and
promises for high quality and low
cost for the internet in the coun-
try. He is asking the relevant IEA
institutions to pay serious atten-
tion to addressing this issue.

However, the Ministry of
Telecommunications and Informa-
tion Technology (MoTIT), re-

sponsible for monitoring and con-
trolling private telecommunica-
tion companies and internet net-
works, should cooperate in this
regard and not allow to set their
own prices.

It is necessary that the respec-
tive ministry should address the
increasing complaints of people
in this regard as majority of the
country’s population is facing
with increasing poverty and can-
not afford to pay the high cost for
the internet in the country.

Mohammad Daud

The people of Afghanistan praise the recent efforts by the Is-
lamic Emirate to help the release of Haji Bashir Noorzai from
Guantanamo Bay.

Noorzai, one of the senior members of the Islamic Emirate ar-
rived in Kabul today after being released from the Guantanamo
detention comp.

A gathering was held to announce the release of Haji Bashir
Noorzai, the IEA acting Minister of Foreign affairs Mawlavi Amir
Khan Muttaqi said he was released recently and arrived in Kabul
the other day.

Also, speaking at the gathering here in Kabul on Monday, the
newly released Haji Bashir Noorzai said that his exchange for the
American citizen Mark Frerichs will help resolve problems be-
tween Afghanistan and the U.S.

Haji Noorzai, one of the key members of the Islamic Emirate
spent nearly two decades in prison after being arrested in New
York in 2005, as he was sentenced to life in prison by a U.S.
court.

Dr. Mohammad Naeem, the Islamic Emirate political spokes-
man based in Qatar, also expressed pleasure over his release and
said: “Honorable Haji Bashir Noorzai was released after two
decades of imprisonment and arrived in Kabul today (Monday).”

This is a matter of pleasure that the last Afghan innocently de-
tained by the U.S. is released and joined his family.

All Afghans are happy with the good news and praise the Is-
lamic Emirate of Afghanistan efforts towards the release of the
last IEA member from the U.S. detention center.

Also, such move to release Afghans from other countries deten-
tion and helping them get rid of miseries in other countries, is the
religious and legal responsibility of the Islamic Emirate of Af-
ghanistan (IEA) and in this way, the Islamic system should spare
no effort for the tranquility of the Afghan nation.

On the other side, the U.S.’s recent move to welcome the IEA’s
suggestion for the release of Haji Bashir Noorzai; either in ex-
change or under other legal plan would soften political relation
between the two countries and cause development in other affairs
between the two sides.

Afghanistan is an inseparable member of the international com-
munity, but any country has its own law and regulations, tradition
and style of living and the other side has to respect them.

The Islamic Emirate is stepping up to implement Islamic shar-
ia, under which, neither the Afghan nation nor the world are harmed,
but feel comfort. So, other countries, particularly the U.S. which
has been the key stakeholders in Afghanistan in the past, should go
ahead with good policy and diplomatic relation with Afghanistan.

We, the Afghans, once again welcome the release of the last
Afghan and IEA senior member and are eying good political rela-
tions between the IEA and the world.

Afghans applaud last IEA member
release from U.S. detention

Users complain about high price,
low quality internet


