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“Hijab has direct link to morality of individu-
als in society.”

Food for thought
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The Shanghai Cooperation
Organization (SCO) will hold its
22nd summit in the historic Uzbek
city of Samarkand from Sep 15-
16. At the event, the leaders of
the SCO member countries will
come together for the first time in
three years in a face-to-face for-
mat.

The Islamic Emirate of Af-
ghanistan (IEA) says Afghanistan
has yet to be invited to the sum-
mit.

“The Islamic Emirate has al-
ways had good relations with the
members of the Shanghai Coop-
eration Organization (SCO). We
hope this summit has good results
so there will be progress via nego-
tiations and diplomatic coopera-
tion regarding the issues within the
Islamic Emirate,” said Bilal Kari-
mi, deputy spokesman for the Is-
lamic Emirate.

Uzbekistan President Shavkat
Mirziyoyev, who’s currently pe-
riodic chairperson of SCO, said
that Afghanistan is an integral part
of the larger SCO space, adding
that all members of the SCO were
their strategic partners, friends and
closest neighbors.

“The Afghan people need
good neighbors and their support
now more than ever. It is our mor-

SCO summit to discuss Afghanistan
political & security situation

al obligation to extend a helping
hand, to offer them effective ways
of overcoming the years-long cri-
sis by promoting socio-economic
growth of the country, its inte-
gration into regional and global
development processes,” he said.

For Afghanistan, it is a good
opportunity to make efforts to
play a key role in paving the way
for connecting the Central Asian
countries to the South Asian coun-
tries.

The construction of the inter-
Afghan corridor can bring big

changes in the region and it can
change to a symbol of multilateral
cooperation between countries in
the region. It is also important to
understand that by implementing
joint infrastructure projects such
as the Tirmaz-Mazar-e-Sharif-
Kabul-Peshawar railway, we not
only solve social, economic, and
transportation problems but we
also contribute significantly to
ensuring regional security.

The SCO is made up of Chi-
na, Russia, India, Pakistan, as well
as four central Asian countries-

Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan,
Uzbekistan, and Tajikistan. SCO
is known as the world’s largest
and most populous regional insti-
tution, covering approximately
60% of the area of Eurasia, 40%
of the world population, and more
than 30% of the global GDP.

According to SCO Secretary-
General Zhang Ming, many coun-
tries are interested in joining SCO.
Iran is likely to sign a Memoran-
dum of Obligations to join the
Shanghai Cooperation Organiza-
tion (SCO) as a member.

 Belarus has also applied for
membership. In addition, memo-
randums on granting dialogue part-
ner status will be signed with
Egypt, Qatar and Saudi Arabia.
The approval of applications for
partner status is also expected
with Bahrain and the Maldives.

During the Summit held this
week on Thursday and Friday, the
leaders are expected to review the
organization’s activities over the
past two decades and discuss the
state and prospects of multilater-
al cooperation. Topical issues of
regional and global importance are
also expected to be discussed at
the meeting.

Zarabi

Afghanistan Industrialists
Union has informed of a 40 per-
cent decrease in domestic produc-
tion. This comes amid of contin-
ued blockage of the assets of the
Afghan people by the United
States. According to the Afghan
Industrialists Union, due to con-
tinued banking restrictions and the
low purchasing power of the peo-
ple, the domestic production lev-
el has decreased by 40 percent in
the country.

In the past years, the exports
of Afghanistan’s domestic prod-
ucts to neighboring countries and
the region had reached more than
20 items, but after the fall of the
previous government, the exports
of some goods were stopped for a
period of ti\me.

With all challenges and prob-

Efforts underway to address
challenges facing Afghan industrialists

lems facing the manufacturing
companies in the country, Af-
ghanistan has recently started ex-
porting steel bars to Pakistan.
Nevertheless, exports of Afghan-
istan domestic products some-
times take days due to problems.
Afghan traders consider the de-
crease of exports to Pakistan as
problems in ports followed by
increasing customs tariffs by the
Pakistan side.

Afghan economists believe
that continued restrictions on the
Afghanistan banking system is
one of the reasons for the decrease
in domestic production in the
country. According to the experts,
if the assets belonging to Afghan-
istan are not released soon, the
economic crisis will be greater for
both Afghan investors and the or-

dinary people of Afghanistan.
In recent months, a number of

manufacturing companies operat-
ing in Afghanistan have been
closed due to financial problems.
Experts are asking the Islamic
Emirate of Afghanistan to pay at-
tention to the problems and chal-
lenges facing the country’s indus-
trialists. Based on information of
the Afghanistan Industrialists
Union, more than 4,000 small and
big manufacturing companies were
operating in Afghanistan in the
past, but a number of the compa-
nies have ceased their operations
due to various problems in the
country.

In recent months, a number of
companies have resumed opera-
tion in the country. It is hoped
that some other manufacturing

companies will also resume their
operation in the country.

Afghanistan Industrialists
Union and owners of manufactur-
ing companies operating in Af-
ghanistan hope that the Islamic
Emirate of Afghanistan addresses
the challenges and problems fac-
ing the country’s manufacturing.

Although the Islamic Emirate
of Afghanistan (IEA) has recent-
ly said that it is making effort to
invite Afghan traders and inves-
tors to invest in the country. The
IEA officials say a number of Af-
ghan investors have recently re-
turned to Afghanistan. It is hoped
that all the manufacturing compa-
nies that have ceased their opera-
tion in the past one year will re-
sume their activities in the coun-
try. Shukria Kohistani

Reports recently said dozens of people affiliated with the so-
called resistance front have been killed following a series of
deadly clashes with the security forces of the Islamic Emirate in
the country’s mountainous Panjshir province.

Three of their commanders have also been reportedly among
the dead and according to fresh reports, over one hundred others
have also been arrested during the mop-up.

The IEA security personnel had no option unless to resort to
the launch of clearance operations all over the province, where a
group of rebels use the strategic province to disturb security of
the civilians.

They have long been frustrated with intense insurgency in dif-
ferent parts of the province.

Earlier this month, a report said that tens of gunmen associated
with the destructive bands have been perished during the IEA
security forces in many parts of Panjshir province and other neigh-
boring areas.

Some certain boyish individuals, with no Islamic education
and no sense of patriotism, want to continue opposing the Islamic
system, even, after the return of the Islamic Emirate to power in
the country. But this is intolerable for the Islamic Emirate nor for
the nation to abandon a small part of the country insecure with a
handful malicious individuals.

With the interference of some enemy circles, beyond the coun-
try’s borders, they did nothing, except to incite some unwise and
illiterate people to war against the Islamic system.

They should realize the fact that the people of Afghanistan can-
not tolerate bloodshed and fratricide anymore and those who are
still persisting in war, spread fear and dread among the Afghans
and want to disturb security to reach their spiteful aims, would
be tracked down and eliminated everywhere in the country.

Thousands of Afghan youths have lost their lives and thou-
sands of others injured over the past more than two decades of
wars in the country. The long wars destroyed the country, left
thousands widowed, orphaned and set the nation mourning at their
loved ones.

Countries of the region, particularly those bordering Afghani-
stan should respect neighborhood norms and avoid fueling war
and bloodshed in the country.

The people of Afghanistan have the right to live in peace and
security like other nations in the world. Afghanistan wants to
develop in any field and has the right to improve economically,
culturally and socially.

Stop bloodshed,  Afghans feed
up with long fratricide


