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Powerful earthquake strikes
off eastern Papua New Guinea

A 7.6 magnitude earthquake
has struck off eastern Papua New
Guinea, causing damage to build-
ings and spreading panic among
residents.

The United States Geological
Survey said the quake struck at a
depth of 61km (38 miles), about
67km (41 miles) from the eastern
town of Kainantu on Sunday
morning.

It issued a tsunami warning,
but subsequently said the threat
“has now passed”. But it did, how-
ever, note that there could still be
“minor sea level fluctuations in
some coastal areas”.

There were no immediate re-
ports of casualties.

Papua New Guinea residents
took to the social media sharing
images and videos of cracked
roads, damaged buildings and cars,
and items falling off supermarket
shelves.

Video of damage to a univer-
sity in the eastern highland town
of Goroka showed large cracks
appearing in walls and window
awnings falling during the quake.

Locals in Lae and Madang,
closest to the epicentre, told the
AFP news agency that the shak-
ing was much more vigorous than

previous quakes.
“Very strong, everything was

like sitting on a sea – just float-
ing,” said Hivi Apokore, a worker
at the Jais Aben Resort near
Madang.

Earthquakes are common in

Papua New Guinea, which sits on
the Pacific Ocean’s “Ring of Fire,”
a hotspot for seismic activity due
to friction between tectonic
plates.

A magnitude 7.5 quake rocked
the country’s remote mountain-

ous highlands in 2018, killing more
100 people and damaging thou-
sands of homes.

In neighbouring Indonesia in
2004 a 9.1-magnitude quake trig-
gered a tsunami that killed 220,000
throughout the region.

Greek Coast Guard fires at vessel in Aegean
Sea escalating tension with Turkey

T
urkey said the Greek
Coast Guard fired on a
ship in international

waters in the northern Aegean Sea,
marking another potential escala-
tion of tension between the
NATO countries on Saturday, as
Greek Prime Minister Kyriakos
Mitsotakis accused its neighbor
of “bullying.”

Two Greek boats opened fire
on a Comoros-flagged vessel
named Anatolian, state-run Ana-
dolu Agency reported, citing the
Turkish Coast Guard. The vessel
had 18 personnel and there were
no injuries, Anadolu said.

The vessel wasn’t emitting a
signal, according to a Greek ship-
ping ministry official, so the Greek
Coast Guard requested it stop to
be boarded. The captain refused

the control and sped off, prompt-
ing the Coast Guard to fire warn-
ing shots in the air and not at the
vessel, said the official, request-
ing anonymity as details have not
yet been made public.

The incident serves as a re-
minder that tensions continue to
percolate in the region. Ahead of
next year’s elections, Turkish Pres-
ident Recep Tayyip Erdogan has
stepped up criticism of what Tur-
key calls a growing Greek mili-
tary buildup on islands close to
its coastline as well as Western
military support to Athens, with
which Ankara has long-running
territorial disputes.

Speaking late Saturday at the
Thessaloniki International Fair in
northern Greece, Mitsotakis ad-
dressed the general situation, say-

ing Greece would not bow to
threats.

Mitsotakis called on Turkey
to stop with its “unhistorical ar-
guments” and said that Greece
says “no, Mr. Erdogan,” to his
country’s threats. “Bullying
yok,” the premier said, using the
Turkish word “yok” meaning that
aggressive rhetoric should stop.

Greece has repeatedly called
on Turkey to stop questioning its
sovereignty over the Dodecanese
-- a group of islands off the Turk-
ish coast including Rhodes and
Kos -- that were ceded to Greece
by Italy following World War II.
Turkey argues that Athens must
comply with a 1947 peace treaty
that allows only a small contin-
gent of Greek soldiers on the
Dodecanese. Alarabiya

UAE H1 tourism revenues
top $5 bln: Vice president

The UAE tourism revenues were 19 billion dirhams ($5.17 billion) in the first half of 2022, UAE vice
president said on Sunday in a tweet.

Numbers of hotel guests rose 42 percent year on year to 12 million, and the expectations is for “a strong
tourism recovery in the upcoming winter season” said Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum, who is
also the UAE’s prime minister and ruler of Dubai.

Air pollution cancer breakthrough
will rewrite the rules

The team at the Francis Crick
Institute in London showed that
rather than causing damage, air
pollution was waking up old dam-
aged cells.

One of the world's leading ex-
perts, Prof Charles Swanton, said
the breakthrough marked a "new
era".

And it may now be possible
to develop drugs that stop can-
cers forming.

The findings could explain
how hundreds of cancer-causing
substances act on the body.

The classical view of cancer
starts with a healthy cell. It ac-
quires more and more mutations
in its genetic code, or DNA, until
it reaches a tipping point. Then it
becomes a cancer and grows un-
controllably.

But there are problems with
this idea: cancerous mutations are
found in seemingly healthy tissue,
and many substances known to

cause cancer - including air pollu-
tion - don't seem to damage peo-
ple's DNA.

So what is going on?
The researchers have pro-

duced evidence of a different idea.
The damage is already there in our
cell's DNA, picked up as we grow
and age, but something needs to
pull the trigger that actually makes
it cancerous.

The discovery came from ex-
ploring why non-smokers get lung
cancer. The overwhelming major-
ity of lung cancers are caused by
smoking but still, one in 10 cases
in the UK is down to air pollu-
tion.

The Crick scientists focused
on a form of pollution called par-
ticulate matter 2.5 (known as
PM2.5), which is far smaller than
the diameter of a human hair.

Crucially, the researchers were
able to stop cancers forming in
mice exposed to air pollution by

using a drug that blocks the alarm
signal.

The results are a double break-
through, both for understanding
the impact of air pollution and the
fundamentals of how we get can-
cer.

Dr Emilia Lim, one of the
Crick researchers, said people
who had never smoked but devel-
oped lung cancer often had no idea
why.

"To give them some clues
about how this might work is re-
ally, really important," she said.

"It's super-important - 99%
of people in the world live in plac-
es where air pollution exceeds the
WHO guidelines so it really im-
pacts all of us."

But the results also showed
mutations alone are not always
enough to cause cancer. It can need
an extra element.

Aljazeera

Foreign politicians Michael
Roth and Gregor Gysi in conver-
sation with moderator Markus
Feldenkirchen

Left-wing politician Gregor
Gysi criticizes the fact that West-
ern sanctions against Russia also
affect the local population.

“It can’t be our goal that the
Russian population is doing bad-
ly,” said the foreign policy
spokesman for the left-wing par-
liamentary group in the SPIEGEL
top-level discussion with moder-
ator Markus Feldenkirchen and
the chairman of the Foreign Af-
fairs Committee, Michael Roth
(SPD).

The foreign policy spokes-
man for the left-wing parliamen-
tary group in the Bundestag called
for some areas to be exempted
from the sanctions.

“I would continue to deliver
certain machines if they are im-
portant for a huge industrial com-
pany that would otherwise have
to lay off ten thousand people,”
said Gysi.

He warned that the sanctions
would result in “counter-respons-
es” from Russia, for example in
the energy sector.

Roth is pushing for more sanc-
tions

Roth, on the other hand, de-
fended the existing measures and
called for an extension.

“I’m for more sanctions, not
fewer sanctions,” said the SPD
politician.

He introduced stricter restric-
tions, especially for the Russian
elite.

“We have to completely un-
dermine these people who have
become rich and powerful in Pu-
tin’s slipstream,” said Roth.

He cannot accept that oli-
garchs can continue to buy luxury
apartments in London and Berlin,
for example.The Limited Times

Gysi doesn’t
believe in
Ukrainian
victory and

calls for easing
of sanctions

against Russia

At least 11 Iranian pilgrims and
their driver killed in Iraq crash

Pakistan cuts down tax on
Afghanistan fresh fruits

Eleven Iranian pilgrims and
their local driver died Sunday in
central Iraq when their minibus
collided with a truck, a health of-
ficial said. The vehicle carrying the
pilgrims slammed into the parked
truck in Babil province south of
Baghdad, provincial health au-
thorities spokesman Ahmed al-Ji-

bouri told AFP.
“Eleven Iranians died on im-

pact, along with their Iraqi driv-
er,” he said, adding that four other
pilgrims were in critical condition.

He said a fire had erupted, and
that the driver of the truck had
been taken in for questioning.

Conflict, neglect and endemic

corruption have left oil-rich Iraq’s
infrastructure, including roads and
bridges, in disrepair. Many roads
are full of potholes and are
plunged into total darkness at
night. But officials also say speed,
mobile phone use and driving un-
der the influence contribute to
crashes. Alarabiiya
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