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T
he United Nation’s
Food and Agriculture
Organization (FAO)

has informed of the U.S. aid to
the people of Afghanistan, saying
that the U.S. Agency for Interna-
tional Development’s (USAID)
aid to Afghanistan will boost food
production in eight provinces of
the country.

According to a statement re-
leased by the UN’s Food and Ag-
riculture Organization (FAO), the
U.S. Agency for International
Development’s new $80 million
grant to Afghanistan will boost
food production which will gen-
erate more income for the coun-
try and revive rural markets.

The statement has said that
the projects set to be launched in
Nimroz, Ghor, Daikundi, Jaw-
zjan, Badakhshan, Nuristan, Pak-
tika and Parwan provinces.

“Agriculture is the backbone
of Afghanistan’s economy, peo-
ple’s livelihoods, food production
and food security. Almost half of
the total population face acute
food insecurity, hunger on a daily
basis, reaching over 70 percent in
many rural areas. USAID’s gen-

U.S. to provide $80 mln
 aid to Afghanistan

erous support will help Afghani-
stan’s farmers to begin seeing be-
yond the current crisis and start
laying foundations for future re-
covery” the FAO’s Representa-
tive in Afghanistan Richard Tren-
chard said.

The five-year contribution
from USAID will support the
country’s urgent need for emer-
gency intervention, to help farm-
ers and build more climate-smart
and resilient livelihoods through
an increase in the production of
nutritious foods and fostering an
environmentally friendly practic-
es, the statement from the UN’s
FAO added.

The UN agency is also imple-
menting an unprecedented human-
itarian program to protect rural
livelihoods of more than nineteen
million people across 34 of Af-
ghanistan’s provinces this year
during this difficult time.

The FAO said it will create
some producer groups to enhance
linkages to local markets and cre-
ate micro financing opportunities
which will target various products
including dairy, crops, and live-
stock and provide people with

tools such as micro solar dryers,
and zero-energy cold storages,
among other equipment.

Recent earthquakes, flash
floods and droughts have added
to the economic problems and
poverty of people in the country.
Many Afghan citizens believe that
if the aids are delivered on time to
the people facing with severe eco-
nomic crisis, it will somehow
manage the crisis.

Shah Zaman, a resident of
Kabul, says unfortunately the
people are facing with humanitar-
ian crisis in the country as the
majority of people have lost their
employment and on the other hand
recent natural incidents as earth-
quake and flash floods have add-
ed to the people’s increasing pov-
erty.  Flash floods in the country
in the past one year have resulted
in killing more than 521 people
and wounding 726 more including
children and women, according to
officials of the Commission for
Disaster Management. The com-
mission has said that more than
20,000 homes have been de-
stroyed in the past one year.

Kohistani

Recent flash floods have re-
sulted in killing dozens of people
and destroyed agricultural fields
and residential houses in various
parts of the country. Officials
have estimated that hundreds cat-
tle heads have been lost to rains
and floods this season.

Officials for the state minis-
try for natural disaster manage-
ment say unfortunately a large
number of people have been af-
fected by flash floods in the past
one month, adding that the Islam-
ic Emirate has provided the recent
flood and earthquake-hit families,

Recent floods inflected human & financial losses in Afghanistan

but these aids are insufficient.
The officials asked the inter-

national community to provide
humanitarian aid to the people of
Afghanistan, particularly those hit
by recent floods in the country.

“Due to recent flooding, 194
people have been martyred and
260 others wounded. Besides,
12,020 residential houses have
been destroyed,” said Mawlavi
Sharafuddin Muslim, deputy min-
ister of disaster management.

He estimated that 9,000 cat-
tle heads have been lost to rains
and floods in various parts of the

country. Pointing to aid to the
flood-affected people, deputy
minister of disaster management
said nearly 82,000 aid packages
have been distributed to flood-af-
fected families, adding that food
and non-food items worth millions
of afghanis have been distributed
to flood-affected people in the
country.   Deputy Minister for
state ministry of natural disaster
management asked the interna-
tional community to provide aid
to the flood-affected people as
well as provide assistance to the
country to renovate the infrastruc-

tures that have been destroyed due
to recent floods in the country.

He recalled of food and non-
food items worth 9 million afghani
provided by Jamil Qadiri Com-
pany for flood-affected families,
and asked other companies to
provide their aid to the people
affected by recent flash floods in
the country.

Meanwhile, acting minister of
agriculture Mawlavi Ataullah by
pointing to recent flooding in the
country said that nearly 600,000
hectare of lands have been de-
stroyed by recent flooding in the
country.  “Nearly 1,716,385 trees
have been washed away due to
recent flooding. Besides, nearly
29,327 cattle heads have been
lost,” Mawlavi Ataullah said.

Also acting minister of water
and energy Mawlavi Abdul Latif
Mansour said that a large number
of water dams and bridges have
been destroyed due to recent
flooding in the country. He also
asked that thousands of dollars
needed to reconstruct the damaged
bridges and water dams affected
by recent flooding in the country.

At the end, acting minister of
public health, Dr. Qalandar Ebad
by pointing to dispatching some
mobile teams said that the health
assistance of the MoPH includes
ambulances, medical kits, and a
mobile team of doctors to treat
those wounded in recent floods.

Shukria Kohistani,  Saida
Ahmadi

GARDEZ; At least five mem-
bers of a family have been killed
after in a house building collapse
in southern Paktia province, the
provincial information and culture
director said Sunday.

 The incident happened late on
Monday night, after a rainfall-
soaked house building fell down,
killing five members of a family,
Khaliqyar Ahmadzay, the provin-
cial director of information and
culture told media.

 The victims included a baby
boy, a woman and three girls, said
the official adding water had first
influenced into the basement of
the house and then caused the
building collapse. More than 182
people have been killed and 250
others wounded in the latest tor-
rential rains and flash floods in
Afghanistan.

 Over 3,100 houses have been
partially or completely destroyed
and tens of acres of lands have
been swept away in the flooding.
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ABUL: A number of
grapes growers in Rus
taq and Dasht-e-Qala

districts of the country’s north-
ern Takhar province, said that
grapes yields have increased com-
pared to last year.

But they stressed that every

year due to lack of standard green-

houses and lack of suitable mar-

Grapes yields increased in Takhar
kets inside and outside the coun-

try, they cannot sell their prod-

ucts in good price.
The predictions of the Agri-

culture, Irrigation and Livestock
director of Takhar shows that this
year 94,500 tons of grapes will be
collected in the province.

Chahab, Rustaq, Dasht-e-
Qala districts and Taluqan, the

provincila capital  of Takhar prov-

ince are among the places that have

the largest harvest of grapes this

year.

According to the officials, the

main reason behind the increase

in grapes is the good weather of

the province.
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Zhwandoon valley in northern province of Samangan
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Helicopters and planes that
were transferred to neighboring
countries after change in the sys-
tem, are the right of Afghans and
should be returned to the coun-
try, he urged.

Meanwhile, Qari Fasihuddin

Fitrat the Islamic Emirate of Af-
ghanistan’s Chief of Army Staff
said that the problems that oc-
curred from time to time along the
border areas with some neighbor-
ing countries, are the legacy of the
previous governments and the Is-

lamic Emirate is making effort to
solve them through dialogue.

He added that those malicious
people who have launched rock-
ets at the borders have been iden-
tified and arrested.

Fitrat said that all parts of

Panjshir province were under the
control of the Islamic Emirate and
security situation was normal, but
some malicious circles are launch-
ing propaganda to show insecuri-
ty in the province.
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