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U
krainian President Vo
lodymyr Zelenskyy
vowed in an Indepen-

dence Day address that his coun-
try would fight Russia’s invasion
“until the end” and would not
make “any concession or compro-
mise”.

In an emotional speech to
mark Ukraine’s 31 years of inde-
pendence from the Soviet Union,
the president told Ukrainians
their country had been “reborn”
when Russia invaded and that it
would never give up its fight for
freedom from Moscow’s domina-
tion.

“We don’t care what army
you have, we only care about our
land. We will fight for it until the
end,” Zelenskyy said in a video
address on Wednesday, which also
marks six months since the Rus-
sian invasion began.

“We have been holding strong
for six months. It’s tough but we
have clenched our fists and we are
fighting for our destiny,” he said.

“Every new day is a reason
not to give up. After such a long
journey we do not have the right
not to go on to the end.”

Referring to Russia, he said:
“We will not try to find an under-
standing with terrorists”.

The 44-year-old president
delivered his speech wearing com-
bat fatigues in front of central
Kyiv’s towering monument to in-
dependence from the Russian-
dominated Soviet Union that
broke up in 1991.

Zelenskyy underscored
Ukraine’s hardening war stance,
which opposes any kind of com-
promise that would allow Mos-
cow to lock in territorial gains,
including swaths of southern and
eastern Ukraine captured over the
past six months. He said Ukraine
no longer saw the war ending when
the fighting stopped but when
Kyiv finally emerged victorious.

“A new nation appeared in the
world on February 24 at 4 o’clock
in the morning. It was not born,
but reborn. A nation that did not
cry, scream or take fright. One that
did not flee. Did not give up. And
did not forget,” he said.

“We will not sit down at the
negotiating table out of fear, with
a gun pointed at our heads. For
us, the most terrible iron is not
missiles, aircraft and tanks, but
shackles. Not trenches, but fet-
ters.”

The president vowed that
Ukraine would recapture lost ter-
ritory in the industrial Donbas
region in the east as well as the
peninsula of Crimea, which Rus-
sia annexed in 2014.

“What for us is the end of the
war? We used to say: peace. Now

Ukraine will fight to the end:
Zelenskyy’s Independence Day vow

we say, victory,” he said.
Al Jazeera’s Teresa Bo, re-

porting from Kyiv, said that while
celebrations were muted due to
concerns of possible Russian at-
tacks to coincide with the nation-
al day, the anniversary highlights
the resolve of the Ukrainian peo-
ple to resist Russia.

“In spite of the vast hard-
ships of the war, when you talk
to people on the streets, they are
convinced that Ukraine needs to
fight back. That they need to re-

cover those lost territories. When
you talk to people they tell you
that they want to be closer to
Europe, to freedom, to democra-
cy, to free press, and further away
from Moscow’s authoritarian
rule,” Bo said.

“They still believe that this
country is fighting for indepen-
dence 31 years after its indepen-
dence from Soviet rule. They be-
lieve that they are defending their
country, they are defending their
territories, and they are defending

their homes,” she said.
Speaking earlier, President

Zelenskyy said the Russian inva-
sion had led to a country unified
in its resistance to Moscow. He
also said he would “continue to
fight to try to recover the territo-
ries that Russia has occupied, in-
cluding those areas in Donbas and
Crimea”, Bo said. The streets of
central Kyiv were unusually emp-
ty on Wednesday morning follow-
ing days of dire warnings that
Russia could launch new missile
attacks on major cities.

Authorities in the capital
banned large-scale gatherings un-
til Thursday. A small number of
residents gathered in Kyiv’s cen-
tral square, where destroyed Rus-
sian tanks and mobile artillery
were put on display over the week-
end, and the national anthem is
played every day at 7am (04:00
GMT). “I can’t sleep at night be-
cause of what I see and hear about
what is being done in Ukraine,” a
retiree who joined the gathering
and identified herself only by her
first name, Tetyana, said.

KABUL: The Media Viola-
tion Commission (MVC) has held
the first meeting on Wednesday,
after one year of delay, with the
Acting Minister of Information
and Culture, Mullah Khairullah
Khairkhwa on the chair.

The meeting was attended by
Mawlavi Mohajer Farahi, Depu-
ty Publication Affairs minister,
Mawlavi Abdulhaq Hammad, di-
rector of Publication and a num-
ber of media representatives and
relevant government officials.

All media cases should be fol-
lowed up through the Media
Complaints and Violations Com-
mission and the media can share
their complaints and problems
with this commission, the meet-
ing resolved.

It was also discussed in the
meeting that the members of this
commission consisted of repre-

Media violation commission
resumes work after long delay

sentatives from media institutions
and the relevant government offi-
cials, can be changed.

Meanwhile, members of the
commission presented their ideas,
suggestions and requests and con-
sidered holding the first meeting
of this commission after a year’s
delay as a good and valuable step.

Then, acting Minister of In-
formation and Culture briefed
about the efforts of the leadership
of this ministry for reactivation
of the Media Complaints and Vi-
olations Commission.

He expressed the ministry’s
support for the activities of the
Media Complaints and Violations
Commission and stressed that this
commission should work under the
Islamic values, national interests
of the country and for the benefit
of the people and society.

Media figures and relevant

government bodies will hold week-
ly meetings and observe media-
related problems and then find
suitable solutions, said to be the
platform of the commission.

Lately, a number of media
support institutions that partici-
pated in the press conference
called on the Islamic Emirate to
respect the principles that sustain
a free media, they called for the
reopening of the commission.

There are 405 audio-visual
media outlets in Afghanistan.
Since 2003, 405 media outlets
have been registered and received
their licenses.

Based on the survey of the
Ministry of Information and Cul-
ture, the number of media outlets
currently active is 198 across Af-
ghanistan.
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KUNUDZ: The first ever
Lumpy Skin Diseases (LSD) has
been registered in the country’s
northern Kunduz province, a

Frist LSD case registered in Kunduz
health official in the provincial
agriculture, irrigation and live-
stock department, said the other
day.

Political commission meeting
discusses issues on agenda

KABUL: Deputy Prime Minister of the Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan, Mawlavi Abdul Kabir chaired
the Political Commission meeting, held yesterday here in Sepidar Palace, his office said in a statement the
other day.

In this meeting, issues including the current situation of the country, problems and solutions, and
further consolidation of political stability in the country were discussed, according to the statement.
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The case has been found in the
Imam Sahib district of the prov-
ince, where Dr. Najibullah Has-
san, a senior official to the depart-
ment asked to not underestimate
the virus, as the disease is feared
to rapidly spread out among the
entire cattle in the province.

“The disease will cause the
lowest mortality for the cattle but,
it would result in significant ani-
mal products’ losses,” said the
official.   Lumpy skin disease
(LSD) is a viral disease of cattle
and water buffalo that causes rel-
atively low mortality; however,
the disease can result in animal
welfare issues and significant pro-
duction losses.  As the symptoms
seen, the disease spread primari-
ly by biting insects such as cer-
tain species of flies, mosquitoes
and possibly ticks and then result
in the illness of the animals.
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J
apanese Prime Minister
Fumio Kishida has an
nounced an easing of the

country’s strict pandemic-related
border restrictions, scrapping pre-
departure COVID-19 tests.

Kishida said on Wednesday a
requirement for a negative coro-
navirus test taken within 72 hours
of departure would be lifted from
September 7.

The Japanese leader said that
no decision had been made on rais-
ing a cap on inbound passengers
after local media earlier reported
the quota could be lifted from
20,000 to 50,000 people each
day.

“We will continue relaxing
these measures gradually,” Kishi-
da said.

Japan is one of the last major
economies relying on strict bor-
der controls to manage the virus,

Japan’s Kishida announces easing

of pandemic border controls

despite vaccinating more than 80
percent of its population.

Under the current measures,
tourists are required to obtain a
visa and are restricted to guided,
package tours.

Kishida, who cancelled trips
to the Middle East and Africa af-
ter testing positive for COVID-
19 over the weekend, said in May
that he planned to bring Japan’s
border measures more in line with
G7 nations. Although Japan wel-
comed the return of tourists for
the first time in two years in June,
the strict conditions for entry have
kept the number of visitors at a
fraction of pre-pandemic levels.

Japan welcomed about
144,500 foreign arrivals last
month, fewer than 8,000 of whom
travelled for tourism purposes,
according to the Japan National
Tourism Organization.

 Jalalabad; the capital city of the country’s
eastern Nangarhar province


