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Japan considers deploying 1,000 long-range
missiles to counter China: State media

Japan is considering the de-
ployment of 1,000 long-range
cruise missiles to boost its coun-
terattack capability against Chi-
na, the Yomiuri newspaper re-
ported on Sunday.

The missiles would be exist-
ing arms modified to extend their
range from 100 km (62 miles) to
1,000 km, the daily said, citing
government sources.

The arms, launched by ships
or aircraft, would be stationed
mainly around the southern

Nansei islands and capable of
reaching the coastal areas of North
Korea and China, the Yomiuri
said.

Representatives from Japan’s
foreign ministry did not immedi-
ately respond to a request for
comment on the report.

Japan, which interprets its
war-renouncing postwar constitu-
tion to mean it may use its mili-
tary only for self-defense, has
stepped up its military spending
and taken a more assertive strate-

gy in recent years. But it has re-
frained from deploying long-range
missiles, among its limits on
weapons that can strike targets on
foreign soil.

Regional tensions ratcheted up
this month after a visit by Nancy
Pelosi, speaker of the US House
of Representatives, to Taiwan,
which is self-ruled but claimed by
China. Beijing launched missiles
near Taiwan and into Japan’s ex-
clusive economic zone.

Alarabiya

Europe’s drought exposes WWII
ships, bombs and prehistoric stones

Weeks of baking heat and
drought across Europe have seen
water levels in rivers and lakes fall
to levels few can remember, ex-
posing long-submerged treasures
– and some deadly hazards.

In Spain, archaeologists have
been delighted by the emergence
of a prehistoric stone circle
dubbed the “Spanish Stonehenge”
that is usually covered by waters
of a dam that have fallen in the
worst drought in decades.

Officially known as the Dol-
men of Guadalperal, the stone cir-
cle currently sits fully exposed in
one corner of the Valdecanas res-
ervoir, in the central province of
Caceres, where authorities say the
water level has dropped to 28 per-

cent of capacity.
The stone circle was discov-

ered by German archaeologist
Hugo Obermaier in 1926, but the
area was flooded in 1963 in a rural
development project under Fran-
cisco Franco’s dictatorship. Since
then it has only become fully vis-
ible four times.

Another of Europe’s mighty
rivers, the Danube, has fallen to
one of its lowest levels in almost
a century as a result of the drought,
exposing the hulks of more than
20 German warships sunk during
World War II near Serbia’s river
port town of Prahovo.

The vessels were among hun-
dreds scuttled along the Danube
by Nazi Germany’s Black Sea

fleet in 1944 as they retreated
from advancing Soviet forces. The
sunken ships still hamper river
traffic during low water levels.

Italy has declared a state of
emergency for areas around the
River Po, and in late July a previ-
ously submerged 450kg (1,000-
pound) World War II bomb was
discovered in the low-running
waters of the country’s longest
river.

About 3,000 people living
near the northern village of Borgo
Virgilio, close to the city of Man-
tua, were evacuated while military
experts defused and carried out a
controlled explosion of the US-
manufactured device earlier this
month.

Flood is one of the devastat-
ing phenomena in the world. In
Afghanistan, nearly 2,245 flood
events have been recorded in the
past nine years across the coun-
try. Afghanistan is at serious risk
of flash floods and as a result of
heavy rainfall every year, thou-
sands of acres of agricultural fields,
hundreds of houses are destroyed
and thousands of people are
forced to migrate.

Climate change has mostly
caused of floods in many coun-
tries. Sudden heavy rains and ear-
ly melting of snow in the spring
season lead to catastrophic flash
floods, loss of water resources and
several other damages.

To reduce the increasing pos-
sibilities of floods, long-term and
short-term solutions are suggest-
ed. In the long-term solutions at
the global level fighting against cli-
mate change, reduction of green-
house gas emissions, the expan-

Recent flash floods cause human &
financial losses in Afghanistan

sion of vegetation and the use of
renewable energy are stressed,
while at the national level the in-
creasing resilience and tolerance,
adaptation to climatic conditions
and healthy management of water
resources are emphasized.

Natural disasters in Afghani-
stan cause huge financial and hu-
man losses every year. Among the
170 countries of the world, Af-
ghanistan is the eighth most vul-
nerable country to natural disas-
ters and climate change.

The annual rainfall rate in the
country reaches up to 100 mm in
landlocked areas, while it reaches
up to 1000 mm in mountainous
areas.

All water needs of the coun-
try, whether it is used in agricul-
ture and industry or for drinking
and other household needs, are
provided from surface and under-
ground resources. Afghanistan’s
water resources are provided by

mostly snow and rain and melting
of snow in the mountains.

In 2014, in 14 northern prov-
inces of the country, floods affect-
ed more than 90 thousand people
and forced more than 20 thousand
people to leave their homes and
caused financial losses of nearly
$100 million.

Afghanistan is seriously vul-
nerable to natural disasters and the
effects of climate change. There-
fore, it is necessary to suggest
ways for the management of wa-
ter resources, otherwise, the wa-
ter that our lives depend on will
threaten our lives. Considering the
economic conditions and existing
capacities, the methods of mak-
ing vulnerable areas resilient, rais-
ing public awareness, and adapt-
ing to climate change should be
considered.

It is worth mentioning that
flash floods swept parts of Khoshi
district and Pul-e-Alam city in

Logar in eastern Afghanistan fol-
lowing heavy rains early this week
killing at least 20 people and in-
juring over 30 more. Nine children
and two women are among those
wounded, a local official said, add-
ing that four people are missing.

He said that nearly 3,000
houses, over 50 kilometers of
road, and over 60% of agricultural
land in the area were damaged by
the floods and at least 2,000 cat-
tle were killed.

Meanwhile, flash floods also
swept away a vehicle with all
those in it in Maidan Wardak prov-
ince on Friday and left heavy dam-
ages to the residents.

Figures show that more than
50 people were killed and over 100
others were injured in last week’s
flooding in Parwan, Kapisa, Ghaz-
ni, Paktia, Zabul and Kandahar
provinces.

Masouda Qarizada

KABUL: The Chinese Min-
istry of Foreign Affairs spokes-
person accused the United States
of destroying the future genera-
tion in Afghanistan by conduct-
ing a senseless war. Wang Wenbin
said in a press conference on Fri-
day that as a result of the 20-year
war in Afghanistan, the country
has turned into a ruin. “By con-
ducting a senseless war in Afghan-
istan, America turned the country
into a disaster and ruined the fu-
ture of a generation,” he said. Out

U.S. invasion harmed future
generation in Afghanistan

of 174,000 people, the United
States killed about 30,000 civil-
ians in Afghanistan and displaced
tens of millions more. According
to the statement of the Ministry
of Foreign Affairs of China, the
effects of the war caused millions
of Afghans to die, about 3 million
children were left out of school,
and another 18.9 million faced se-
vere food shortages. He argued
that the United States should ac-
cept responsibility for all these
problems. Wang Wenbin also said

that Afghanistan is a living wit-
ness to the defeat of the U.S. (dem-
ocratic change) program. The two
decades of war in Afghanistan have
cost the United States about 2 tril-
lion dollars, about 2,400 Ameri-
can soldiers have been killed and
about 20,000 other soldiers have
been injured. He warned that the
international community should
be very careful to prevent Ameri-
ca’s malicious programs and de-
mands in the name of democracy.
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KABUL: The Ministry of
Martyrs and Disables said Sun-
day that about six-month salaries
of martyrs and disables have re-
cently been paid.

Shaikh Hakim Haqqani the
Minister of Martyrs and Disables
said that up to 70,000 families
have recently been paid their sal-
aries of six months.

“Without discrimination, all
hires of martyrs and disables have
received their salaries of up to six-
month,” said the minister during

6-month salaries of martyrs,
disables paid, ministry

the officials’ accountability pro-
gram to the nation, the other day.

He said in order to provide
transparency in the process, the
ministry has reviewed the regis-
tration process and would remove
fake individuals lodged in the lists
of martyrs and disables, during the
former government.

According to Minister
Haqqani, the related officials
would do their best to serve those
eligible and deserved disables and
the heirs of martyrs within the

law, all over the country.
Up to 60,000 people with dis-

abilities and some 100,000 or-
phans have received their salaries
for six months and other pay-
ments from the ministry and the
remaining would receive their sal-
aries, as the process is going on
fast. Thousands of needy and des-
titute people have also received
humanitarian aids provided by the
international aid agencies, accord-
ing to the minister.

Shukria Kohistani

6. The share of private banks
in the implementation of govern-
ment guarantees, tariffs and sala-
ries of government employees
should be increased.

7. Da Afghanistan Bank
should speed up the process of
finalizing the administrative work
of the bank by offering small loans
and other financial institutions
that have taken all the necessary
measures to start operating in the
light of Islamic Sharia.

8. Da Afghanistan Bank
should give deposits to private
banks with the help of the Minis-
try of Finance.

9. State and private banks
and other related institutions
should use the experiences of Is-
lamic countries in order to pro-
mote Islamic banking in Afghani-
stan.

10. The Ministry of Finance
should identify all major infra-
structure projects, that imple-
mented and require a small amount
of funds for its completion and
submit a report to the Economic
Commission.

11. Under the leadership of
the Ministry of Finance, the com-
mission for receiving hard-to-get
loans from banks has been reacti-
vated and to take the necessary
measures to receive hard-to-get
loans from public and private
banks.

12. All construction projects
in Afghanistan should be allowed
to start if there are no legal and
Shariah obstacles.
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