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Severe flood damage in South
Korea’s Seoul after record rains

At least nine people have died
and seven were missing in and
around the South Korean capital,
Seoul, after the city was lashed
by the heaviest rains in more than
100 years.

More rain was forecast for
Wednesday, but less than the
downpours on Monday and Tues-
day that submerged some streets
and buildings, trapping people in
flooded apartments and stranding
cars.

The Central Disaster and Safe-
ty Countermeasures Headquarters
said at least five people had died
in Seoul as of Wednesday morn-
ing, as well as three in neighbour-
ing Gyeonggi province and one in
Gangwon province.

Seven are missing, while at
least 17 people have been injured.

“The clean-up operation is
continuing across Seoul, and also
in the surrounding province,” Al
Jazeera’s Rob McBride said from
the capital. “After these unprece-

dented rains, streets, roads turned
into rivers, vehicles were swept
away and sadly, lives were lost.
Some people were caught up in
their apartments by rapidly ris-
ing floodwaters, other people
swept away in the torrents.”

A bridge is submerged by tor-
rential rain of the previous day at
Han river in Seoul, South Korea,
August 9, 2022

Reporting from the swollen
Han river, which runs through
Seoul, McBride said areas along
either side of the waterway were
“still submerged”, with many
roads closed off.

The three-day downpours
have inundated a total of 2,676
houses and buildings, most of
them in the capital, and led to the
temporary suspension of servic-
es on the railway and underground
metro. Most highways and metro
lines had been cleared by Wednes-
day.

“What has made the situation

worse for South Koreans is that
the North Koreans are suspected
to have been releasing water into
the shared rivers up near the bor-
der to relieve the pressure on their
dams and rivers,” said McBride.

The North typically informs
the South about such moves, but
at the moment, the two countries
are not talking amid differences
over Pyongyang’s missile and nu-
clear weapons programme, he add-
ed.

According to the Korea Me-
teorological Administration, the
accumulated rainfall in Seoul since
midnight on Monday stood at
525mm as of 7am on Wednesday
(22:00 GMT on Tuesday). In
neighbouring Yangpyeong county,
total rainfall hit 532.5mm.

Monday saw the heaviest rain-
fall, with the KMA recording an
accumulated daily precipitation of
381.5mm, far higher than the offi-
cial record of 354.7mm registered
in August 1920 and the highest

since the country started its mod-
ern weather recording system in
1907.

President Yoon Suk-yeol,
who paid a visit to a semi-base-
ment apartment in Seoul where
three people were killed in a flash
flood, said he was praying for the
victims and on Wednesday ordered
officials to ensure the most vul-
nerable were protected.

“It’s certainly true that it is
abnormal weather, but we can no
longer call such abnormal weather
abnormal,” Yoon said, adding that
the downpours were the heaviest
since records began 115 years ago.

“We could see new record lev-
els at any time. This shows that
we can no longer respond based
on past cases. We must respond
with worse-than-expected scenar-
ios in mind.”

The KMA said it expects rain
to continue in most parts of the
country, with especially heavier
rain in south-central Chungcheong
province.

The agency predicted that
rainfall would gradually subside
in many parts of the greater Seoul
area and Gangwon province.

Al Jazeera’s McBride said the
record-breaking rains were forc-
ing South Korean authorities to
rethink how they respond to
weather events.

“For example, Seoul’s Gang-
nam district, south of the river, is
prone to flooding. The authorities
there had put in place ahead of
these summer floods, special
drainage to deal with the excess
amount of water and they were
very confident of being able to deal
with these floods, able to handle
up to 80mm of water per hour.
Now that is an awful lot of water,
clearly that is still not enough,”
he said.

“Cities like Seoul, like cities
elsewhere, having to work out how
to deal with a changing climate.”

Aljazeera

Ukraine war must end with liberation of Crimea – Zelensky

The war in Ukraine began with
Crimea and must end with its lib-

eration, President Volodymyr Ze-
lensky has said.

Ukraine's president was
speaking after a string of explo-
sions hit a Russian airbase there,
killing one person.

Mr Zelensky did not mention
Tuesday's blasts but said:
"Crimea is Ukrainian and we will
never give it up."

Russia's defence ministry said
ammunition detonated at the base.
Meanwhile, Ukraine denied any
responsibility for the explosions.

In a separate development,
Ukrainian officials say 13 people
were killed in overnight Russian
strikes in the central Dnipropetro-
vsk region, and another one in the
Zaporizhzhia region in the south.

Crimea is internationally rec-

ognised as part of Ukraine - but
the Black Sea peninsula was an-
nexed by Russia in 2014 after a
referendum which the global com-
munity sees as illegitimate. Many
Ukrainians see this as the start of
their war with Russia.

On Tuesday, a series of ex-
plosions rocked the Saky military
base near Novofedorivka, in the
west of Crimea - which is near
seaside resorts popular with Rus-
sian tourists.

Novofedorivka and Saky are
about 50km (30 miles) north of
the port of Sevastopol, home of
Russia's Black Sea Fleet, which
has been leading a blockade of the
Ukrainian coastline. The airbase
had been used by Russia to launch
attacks on targets deep inside
Ukraine.

Footage on social media
showed beachgoers running as the
explosions hit, with witnesses
saying they had heard at least 12
blasts. Crimea's Russian-appoint-
ed health department said one ci-
vilian had been killed and another
eight injured.

Russia's defence ministry in-
sisted the blasts were down to
ammunition that had exploded in
a store and that there was no "fire
impact" from outside - although
this has not been independently
verified.

And Ukrainian presidential
aide Mykhailo Podolyak denied
that Ukraine was behind the
blasts, telling the Dozhd online
television channel: "Of course not.
What do we have to do with this?"

BBC

West Bank Palestinians to
start flying from Israel’s

Ramon Airport to Turkey

P
alestinians from the
West Bank will be able
to fly on special flights

from Ramon Airport, near the Red
Sea resort city of Eilat, to desti-
nations in Turkey, Israel’s Air-
ports Authority said on Tuesday.

The move is the latest step in
Israel offering economic easements
to Palestinians in the absence of
Israeli-Palestinian peace talks and
follows pressure from the United
States.

US President Joe Biden visit-
ed Israel last month.

Without an airport of their
own West Bank Palestinians, who
cannot fly from Israel’s Ben Gu-
rion Airport without special per-

mission, typically travel to Jor-
dan to catch international flights.
These flights will not be offered
to Palestinians from Gaza.

Under the pilot program the
flights will run twice a week start-
ing at the end of August to Istan-
bul and Antalya on Turkish carri-
ers Atlas and Pegasus and using
Airbus A321 aircraft, the airport
authority said.

Ramon Airport, which opened
in 2019, is about 300 kilometers
(185 miles) from Jerusalem and
designed to take any planes re-
routed from Ben Gurion Airport,
near Tel Aviv.

Foreign carriers such as Ry-
anair, Wizzair and Lufthansa be-

gan to fly non-stop to older Eilat
airports in 2015 during winter
months after Israel offered airlines
60 euros ($61) per passenger
brought on direct flights from
abroad. But the COVID-19 pan-
demic largely halted those flights.

The Airports Authority said
that for the first time, summer
flights to various destinations in
Europe from Eilat would start in
the coming days. They include
Batumi, Georgia and Larnaca,
Cyprus on Israeli carrier Arkia,
and Warsaw and Katowice on
Poland’s Enter Air.

Pegasus in October will fly
Israelis to Turkey with four
flights a week, the authority said.

Dozens
missing after

Greece
rescues 29
migrants

from
capsized

boat
Dozens of migrants are re-

ported missing from a sunken boat
after Greece's coastguard rescued
29 in the Aegean Sea on Wednes-
day.

The rescued migrants said
their boat had set out from Anta-
lya, Turkey, heading towards Ita-
ly with 60 to 80 people aboard,
according to a coastguard spokes-
person.

It had capsized and sunk off
the island of Karpathos in the
southern Aegean, spokesperson
Nikos Kokkalas told state televi-
sion. The search and rescue oper-
ation had begun in the early morn-
ing hours amid strong winds, he
added.

The rescued migrants were
Afghans, Iranians and Iraqis, an-
other coastguard official said on
condition of anonymity.

Greece was at the front line
of a European migration crisis in
2015 and 2016, when a million
refugees fleeing war and poverty
in Syria, Iraq and Afghanistan ar-
rived in the country, mainly via
Turkey.

The number of migrant arriv-
als has fallen sharply since then.
But Greek authorities say they
have recently seen a sharp increase
in attempted entries through the
country's islands and land border
with Turkey.

Alarabiay

End protest crackdown:

UN, rights groups tell Sri

Lanka president
The United Nations and sev-

eral prominent international hu-
man rights organisations have con-
demned the repeated use of emer-
gency regulations against peace-
ful protesters by the Sri Lanka
government.

They have urged the newly
appointed Sri Lankan President
Ranil Wickremesinghe to end the
crackdown against the months-
long protests over the island na-
tion’s worst economic crisis in
decades.

On July 18, Wickremesinghe
declared a state of emergency,
granting sweeping powers to the
military and promising to take a
tough line against the “trouble
makers”. The parliament ratified
the emergency on July 27.

Several protest leaders have
been arrested since as police con-
tinue to chase and intimidate oth-
ers. Some protest leaders are hid-
ing to avoid “the witchhunt”.

In a statement on Monday,
United Nations human rights ex-
perts condemned the crackdown,
calling it a “misuse of emergency
measures”.

“We condemn the recent and
continued abuse of such measures
to infringe on the legitimate exer-
cise of the rights to freedom of
peaceful assembly and expres-
sion,” they said.

Protesters say Wickremesing-
he is on a mission to intimidate
them to prevent further protests
against his government.

Last week, Joseph Stalin, a
prominent trade union leader
whom the UN recognises as a hu-
man rights defender, was arrest-
ed. As an international outcry and
a legal battle followed, he was re-
leased on bail on Monday.

“Governments use rules, pro-
cedures, court orders and other

tactics and methods to prevent
peaceful protests and to prevent
criticism when they are in a
hotspot,” Mary Lawlor, the UN
Special Rapporteur on human
rights defenders, told Al Jazeera.

“I know Joseph Stalin’s work
as a human rights defender. So for
me, he should not have been ar-
rested.”

Janaka Tennakoon, a chartered
accountant in Colombo, said he
was threatened with arrest for
providing water to the protesters.
He said he received a phone call
from a police officer who de-
scribed himself as an officer at-
tached to the presidential investi-
gation unit.

“The officer told me that my
name is on a list of persons to be
arrested as I had provided water
bottles to ‘aragalaya’ [the Sinhala
word for ‘struggle’]. Like many
others, I did donate water bottles
several months ago. What was
wrong about it?” he told Al
Jazeera.

“Saying that police have the
power to even fabricate charges if
they wanted, the officer asked for
a bribe and even provided me with
an account number,” he said.

Tennakoon, who shared with
Al Jazeera a recording of his con-
versation with the police officer,
said he confirmed through his
sources that the caller was, in fact,
a police officer.

On July 22, less than 24 hours
after Wickremesinghe took oath
as president, a joint operation by
the police and military raided the
main protest camp in the capital,
Colombo, tearing down tents and
arresting dozens, including sever-
al journalists and lawyers.

Aljazeera


