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Saudi Arabia on Tuesday removed barriers that were placed around the Kaaba just in time for Umrah
season, President of the General Presidency for the Affairs of the Two Holy Mosques Dr. Abdulrahman bin
Abdulaziz al-Sudais announced in a statement.

The barriers had been placed during the COVID-19 pandemic as part of the Kingdom’s preventative
measures. Al-Sudais said that the decision to remove the protective barriers reflects on the leadership’s
interest in facilitating the holy journey for visitors and to provide the safest spiritual environment for them.

“The presidency is working with all sectors operating at the Grand Mosque to welcome pilgrims and
to provide them with all services based on the leadership's aspirations,” al-Sudais said in the statement.

The Umrah season started on July 30 and comes at a time when Saudi Arabia eased measures previous-
ly taken to face the coronavirus pandemic.

In March, Saudi Arabia’s Ministry of Hajj and Umrah set new rules for visiting the Two Holy Mosques
after the Kingdom dropped many
preventative measures. Among
those measures, worshippers who
want to perform Umrah and who
come from abroad are no longer
required to register their immuni-
zation information to attain a per-
mit.

Over the years, Saudi Arabia
has spent billions of dollars on
making one of the world’s biggest
religious gatherings more secure.

alarabiya

Saudi Arabia removes barriers around
Kaaba in time for Umrah season

Based on information of the
respective company, renewable
energy development projects, ren-
ovation and repairing of basic
equipment and other producing
installations are part of the pro-
grams of Da Afghanistan Breshna
Sherkat.

Meanwhile, Deputy Minister
of Water and Energy Mujib Rah-
man Omar by briefing related to
programs of the ministry said the
remaining construction work on
Kajaki dam in Helmand, Kamal
Khan dam in Nimroz and Shah wa
Orus dam in Kabul has started al-
ready.

He added that the survey and
sketches of 10 small and major
dams have been started in Paktia
province, saying that construc-
tion work on Tori dam in Zabul
has also been resumed in the prov-
ince. Kohistani and Qarizada

42 percent
of Afghans
have no...

From P1

KABUL: The Uzbek Foreign
Ministry has announced that the
initial work for the extension of
the Termez-Mazar-e-Sharif and
Mazar-e-Sharif-Peshawar railway
lines will be soon started.

Vladimir Nurov, the Uzbek
foreign minister who was speak-
ing to Turkish and Azeri officials,
on Tuesday, stressed that this rail-
way line will be built soon.

Termez-Kabul-Peshawar railway
initiative work to begin soon

After returning from his re-
cent visit to Tashkent, acting Min-
ister of Foreign Affairs of the Is-
lamic Emirate of Afghanistan,
Amir Khan Muttaqi has men-
tioned the start of the railway line
extension project and said that he
had discussed with the Uzbek au-
thorities on the start of construc-
tion work of the railway line.

Meanwhile, Pakistani envoy

to Afghanistan, Mohammad Sadiq
Khan has informed that Uzbeki-
stan, Pakistan, and Afghanistan
have started the practical steps to
initiate the Trans-Afghan railway
line to establish rail connections
between Kabul and Peshawar.

The construction of this rail-
way line is said to be an infra-
structure project not only for Af-
ghanistan but also for the region.

The railway line project con-
nects Central Asia to South Asia
through Afghanistan and the coun-
tries of Central Asia and Afghani-
stan through the railway to the
water ports of Pakistan and other
countries.

Afghanistan is the only coun-
try that has the least number of
railway lines, except for the con-
struction of the Afghan-Trans
project, which will play a much
more important role in connect-
ing the countries of the region.

The estimated value of the
“Termez-Mazar-e-Sharif-Kabul-
Peshawar” railway project is
equivalent to $5 billion, which is
720 km long.

The Afghan rail network from
Mazar-e Sharif to Kabul and then
to Jalalabad province, where the
railway would cross the Torkham
border and run into Pakistan via
Peshawar. The Kabul Times

“These projects can take
the country out of the eco-
nomic crisis and some local
and foreign investors are very
interested in investing in
them,” Delawar said, adding
that the ministry is committed
to counter corruption and will
never allow corruption to per-
meate the mining sector in the
country.

 Pointing to increasing rev-
enue of the ministry, acting
minister of mines and petro-
leum said the ministry has col-
lected 13.2 billion afghanis in
revenue in the past year.

Talking about major mining
projects in the country, Maw-
lavi Delawar said that the min-
istry was in discussions with
the Chinese CNPCI company
about the oil contract for the
Qashqari region of the Amu
Darya River basin.

He said that the Islamic
Emirate (IEA) would receive a
20 percent share of the oil’s
extraction and profit under the
new agreement.

 According to the ministry,
the government will now get
20 percent of the revenue and
if extraction does not begin
within two months of the con-
tract’s signing, the agreement
will be canceled, and the oil will
be processed in Afghanistan
as the IEA won’t sell crude oil
to other countries.

It is worth mentioning that
based on figures of the Minis-
try of Mines and Petroleum
(MoMP), in the past year the
ministry has collected more
than 13 billion afghani in reve-
nue.

Amiri and Qarizada
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MAZAR-E-SHARIF: At least one security personnel has been
killed and one IS militants arrested, in a clash between Afghan forces
and the IS militants in the northern Balkh province, local official con-
firmed Tuesday.

The clash happened late on Monday, in the 4th Police District of
Mazar-e-Sharif, the provincial capital, resulting in the death of one
security personnel and the arrest of another from the IS terrorist group,
Mohammad Asef Waziri, a spokesperson to the provincial Police Of-
fice said in a statement received by The Kabul Times.

“The militants have been fought back and scattered from the area,”
the spokesman said.

Four days ago, security forces ambushed a group of militants affil-
iated with IS, also known as Daesh in Afghanistan, in the country’s
eastern Laghman province. The Kabul Times

Anti-IS militants leaves 1
dead, another wounded

in Balkh

The UN special envoy for
Yemen announced another exten-
sion of the fragile ceasefire be-
tween warring parties, pledging to
ramp up talks for an expanded
truce agreement.

“I am pleased to announce
that the parties have agreed to ex-
tend the truce, under the same
terms, for an additional two
months, from 2 August 2022 un-
til 2 October 2022,” Hans Grund-
berg said in a statement. “This
truce extension includes a commit-
ment from the parties to intensi-

Two-month extension of Yemen
ceasefire agreed: UN envoy

fy negotiations to reach an ex-
panded truce agreement as soon
as possible.”

Grundberg thanked all sides
for being able to extend the cease-
fire, which has been the longest
period of a truce since the war
broke out seven years ago.

Last month, the European
Union reprimanded the Iran-
backed Houthis for rejecting a UN
proposal to reopen roads around
the city of Taiz.

The UN had been pushing for
a six-month ceasefire.

KABUL: The country’s security forces operation against the mili-
tants, disturbing the security of the people, was ended with scores dead
and another arrested, a statement from the Kabul police office said
Wednesday.

“The security forces of the country, based on a tip off, launched a
clearance operation on the vicious militants’ hideouts, in 3rd police
district near Sakhi Tower, killing many and arresting another,” Khalid
Zadran, the Kabul Police spokesman said on his official Twitter.

The statement also confirmed the martyrdom of two Mujahidin,
including a policewoman, during the anti-militant operation.

No civilian has suffered life or property losses during the opera-
tion, the statement assured.

The Kabul Times

Militants killed in
security forces

operation in Kabul

KANDAHAR: A potable
water supply project, which has
earlier been conducted in the coun-
try’s southern province of Kan-
dahar, was completed and inau-
gurated, the provincial governor
office said in a statement the oth-
er day.

Water supply project completed,
inaugurated in Kandahar

The project was launched ear-
lier in Kandahar, the provincial
capital city, with the financial sup-
port of the International Commit-
tee of the Red Cross (ICRC) and
was inaugurated in a fiber cutting,
ceremony, attended by some pro-
vincial officials, the statement

said.
In most parts of the country,

people are facing lack of drinking
water, as experts warn that the
country is facing lack of under-
ground waters due to consecutive
harsh droughts in the country.

The Kabul Times
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An Iranian fighter jet belong-
ing to the country’s Islamic Rev-
olutionary Guard Corps (IRGC)
crashed on Wednesday at an air
base in the south-central city of
Shiraz due to a “technical failure,”
state media reported citing a state-
ment by the IRGC.

“A Sukhoi 22 aircraft belong-
ing to the IRGC’s Aerospace Force
had a technical failure while tak-
ing off at the Shiraz Air Base on
Wednesday morning, and the pi-
lots were forced to eject them-
selves from the plane,” the IRGC
statement said, according to the
semi-official Fars news agency.

The pilot and co-pilot “are in
perfect health due to their timely
reaction,” the statement added.

Iran has a history of similar

IRGC fighter jet crashes
in Iran due to ‘technical

failure,’ pilots survive
crashes among its faltering fleet.

In June, an Iranian Grumman
F-14 Tomcat fighter jet crashed
near the central city of Isfahan
after its engine failed. In May, a
fighter jet crashed in the central
desert of Iran, killing both pilots.
In February, a fighter jet plunged
into a soccer field in the country’s
northwestern city of Tabriz, kill-
ing both pilots and a civilian.

Iran’s air force has an assort-
ment of US-made military aircraft
purchased before the 1979 revo-
lution and the Tomcat F-14 is
American-made.

It also has Russian-made MiG
and Sukhoi planes. Decades of
Western sanctions have made it
hard to obtain spare parts and
maintain the aging aircraft.


