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US readies $1bn weapons
package for Ukraine

The United States is prepar-
ing a new $1bn security assistance
package for Ukraine, which will
include munitions for long-range
weapons and armoured medical
transport vehicles, according to
Reuters news agency.

The package would be one of
the largest so far and is expected
to be announced as early as Mon-
day, three sources briefed on the
matter told Reuters.

The US has given about
$8.8bn in aid to Ukraine since
Russia’s invasion on February 24.

The officials, speaking to Re-

uters on the condition of anonym-
ity, said that President Joe Biden
had not yet signed the next weap-
ons package, and cautioned that
weapons packages can change in
value and content before they are
signed.

However, if signed in its cur-
rent form, it would be valued at
$1bn and include ammunition for
High Mobility Artillery Rocket
Systems (HIMARS), and Nation-
al Advanced Surface-to-Air Mis-
sile Systems (NASAMS) as well
as some 50 M113 armoured med-
ical vehicles.

The Pentagon recently an-
nounced Ukrainians would be al-
lowed to receive medical treatment
at a US military hospital in Ger-
many near Ramstein Air Base.

Last Monday, the Pentagon
announced a separate security as-
sistance package for Ukraine val-
ued at up to $550m, which also
included additional ammunition
for HIMARS.

The White House declined to
comment on the package.

HIMARS play a key role in
the battle between Ukraine and
Russia, which has settled into a
war of attrition fought primarily
in the east and south of Ukraine.

Moscow is trying to gain con-
trol of the largely Russian-speak-
ing Donbas, comprised of Luhan-
sk and Donetsk provinces, where
pro-Moscow separatists seized
territory after the Kremlin an-
nexed Crimea to the south in 2014.

The armoured personnel car-
riers outfitted with medical equip-
ment could make the fight with
Russia more survivable for Ukrai-
nian troops who could then be
sent to Germany for further med-
ical treatment.

Aljazeera Cyberattack hits UK National
Health Service’s 111 emergency line

A major cyber attack is delay-
ing response times on the NHS
111 telephone service in the UK
that’s used for medical emergen-
cies, the Telegraph reported.

The target of the breach was
Advanced, which is owned by
private equity companies. It sup-
plies software for about 85 per-
cent of the hotline’s services, ac-
cording to the paper.

The hackers were part of an
organized criminal ground, ac-
cording to an updated version of
the report.

The company’s Adastra sys-
tem allows call handlers to dis-
patch ambulances, book urgent
appointments or fulfil emergency
prescriptions.

Cases in need of an ambulance

are being prioritized, the paper
cited a source from the National
Health Service as saying. The sys-
tems could remain offline until
August 9.

Simon Short, chief operating
officer of Advanced, said a securi-
ty issue was identified on August

4 and as a precaution the health
and care systems were immedi-
ately isolated. The company’s
services also extend to care homes
and a patient record management
system. Advanced is owned by
Vista Equity Partners and BC
Partners. Alarabiya

China shortens suspension
time for international flights

linked to COVID-19 cases
C

hina has shortened
the suspension

time for inbound in-
ternational flights on routes
found to have COVID-19 cas-

es starting on August 7.
The country’s aviation reg-

ulator said in a statement on
Sunday that flights on a route
with an identified coronavirus
case will be suspended for one
week if 4 percent of passengers
test positive, and two weeks if
8 percent of passengers test
positive.

Previously, the aviation
regulator’s policy was that if
five passengers tested posi-
tive, the airline's flights for that
route would be suspended for
two weeks.

The suspension will last for
four weeks if 10 or more pas-
sengers test positive.

Alarabiya

Taiwan: US hits out at 'irresponsible'
China amid attack rehearsal claims

The United States has accused
Beijing of "provocative" and "ir-
responsible" actions after Taiwan
said China rehearsed an attack on
the island.

Taiwan said it responded to
the Chinese drills, now in their
fourth day, by deploying aircraft
and ships on Sunday.

The heightened tensions fol-
low a trip to Taiwan by a US del-
egation led by senior Democrat
Nancy Pelosi.

China views the visit as a chal-
lenge to its claims of sovereignty
over Taiwan, which sees itself as
distinct.

Taiwan's defence ministry
said Chinese ships and planes car-
ried out missions in the Taiwan
Strait over the weekend, with
some crossing the median line - an
unofficial buffer separating the
two sides.

The Taiwan military said it
responded "appropriately" to the
live-fire exercises, which it de-
scribed as a simulated attack on
the island, by dispatching multi-
ple aircraft and ships on Sunday

morning, Reuters news agency
reports.

Speaking to reporters in
Taipei, premier Su Tseng-chang
accused China of "arrogantly" us-
ing the exercises to disrupt region-
al stability and appealed for re-
straint from the Chinese side.

Beijing has not commented on
the latest exercises, but its four-
day long series of military drills
in the air and seas around Taiwan
are expected to finish on Sunday.

Washington has accused Chi-
na of escalating tensions.

"These activities are a signifi-
cant escalation in China's efforts
to change the status quo. They
are provocative, irresponsible and
raise the risk of miscalculation," a
White House spokesperson said.

"They are also at odds with
our long-standing goal of maintain-
ing peace and stability across the
Taiwan Strait, which is what the
world expects."

China said Ms Pelosi's visit
"seriously threatened" peace and
stability in the Taiwan Strait.

China sees Taiwan as a break-

away province that will eventual-
ly be under Beijing's control. How-
ever, Taiwan is a self-ruled island
that sees itself as distinct from the
mainland. But any hint of recog-
nition of this by world leaders
enrages China. It announced on
Friday that sanctions have been
placed on Ms Pelosi and her fam-
ily over the visit.

Beijing also announced it was
halting co-operation with the US
in several key areas including cli-
mate change, military talks and
efforts to combat international
crime. US Secretary of State Ant-
ony Blinken accused China of tak-
ing "irresponsible steps" by
blocking key communication chan-
nels with Washington.

Ms Pelosi - a long-time China
critic and the highest-ranking US
politician to travel to the island in
25 years - arrived in Taiwan on
Tuesday, despite Beijing's warn-
ings.

During her visit, Ms Pelosi
said that "the world faces a choice
between autocracy and democra-
cy". BBC

Croatia bus crash: Twelve Polish
pilgrims killed and 32 injured
Twelve people have been

killed after a bus carrying Polish
pilgrims veered off a road in Croat-
ia on Saturday and ended up in a
ditch.

All 32 surviving passengers
are said to be injured, 19 of them
seriously.

The trip, organised by the
Brotherhood of St Joseph Catho-
lic group, included three priests
and six nuns. They were travel-
ling to Medjugorje, a Catholic
shrine in Bosnia.

The passengers were all Pol-
ish adults, said the Polish Foreign
Ministry.

The bus left from the Polish
city of Czestochowa on Friday

night following a prayer service.
The passengers were from vari-
ous regions of Poland, the foreign
ministry said.

The accident happened at
around 05:40 local time (04:50
GMT) when the bus they were
travelling in veered off the A4 road
between Jarek Bisaski and Pod-
vorec, north-east of Zagreb.

Poland's justice minister and
prosecutor general have ordered
the Warsaw Prosecutors Office to
launch an investigation into the
cause of the tragedy, and two Pol-
ish ministers are heading to Croat-
ia in the wake of the incident.

It was initially reported that

11 people had been killed, but one
more person died later in hospi-
tal.

"Some of the injured passen-
gers are fighting for their lives,"
Croatian Interior Minister Davor
Bozinovic said.

Croatian Prime Minister An-
drej Plenkovic expressed his con-
dolences to the families of the vic-
tims, adding in a post on Twitter
that emergency services were do-
ing all they could to help.

Pilgrimages to the small town
of Medjugorje are very popular
in Poland following reports that
local children saw a vision of the
Virgin Mary there in the 1980s.

BBC

Recognition
of IEA in

U.S.
interest,...

From P1

The citizens of the country,

especially girls above the sixth

grade, consider education as one

of their basic rights and asked for

the Islamic Emirate to reopen

girls’ schools for grades seven to

twelve as soon as possible. Girls’

and boys’ schools are separate and

there is no Barrier There is no the

presence of women in their work

and the opening of schools for fe-

male students.

Above the sixth grade is one

of the conditions of the interna-

tional community for the recogni-

tion of the caretaker government.

 This is while the Islamic

Emirate wants to provide good

and strong relations with the in-

ternational community in the

framework of global principles.

The possibility of harm to no one

and the right to freedom of na-

tions is protected.

 The Islamic Emirate has es-

tablished relations with neighbor-

ing countries, the region and the

world with a balanced policy.

 The international communi-

ty has also made it clear that the

Islamic Emirate should establish

a government that is inclusive and

not only represents Afghans, but

also reflect to Afghans’ require-

ments. Now, the government of

the Islamic Emirate is an advanced

process days in terms of gaining

international law and legitimacy.

so Islamic emirate of Afghanistan

(IEA) is attempting for recogniz-

ing and preventing the same situ-

ation from repeating itself.

Zarabi


