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T
he World Food Program
(WFP) for Afghanistan
has said that the eco-

nomic situation in Afghanistan is
getting worse and tens of millions
of people in this country needs
food aid.

This comes amid of increas-
ing poverty in the country. Most
of the population living in remote
areas of the country has no access
to healthy food.

Shah Gul and Shakiba, two
residents of Kabul, are facing with
various economic problems. In
interviews with The Kabul Times
said they used to sit in front of
bakeries if somebody bought them
bread to eat.

“We go and roam on streets
to get bread for our children. As
you witness and see, we have no
other choice, except begging on the
streets. You see most of the wom-
en are miserable and poor; there-
fore, they turn to beg on streets,”
Shakiba said.

Among the people sitting on
the streets or in front of bakeries
in Kabul are those who had busi-
nesses in the past, but now they
are unemployed. They have no
other choice, except begging or
roaming on streets to sell some-
thing and earn money.

May Ellen, head of the WFP
for Afghanistan, has said that the
organization needs global support
to help and deal with the hunger
of the people in Afghanistan.
WFP said that it had helped 20
million people in Afghanistan so
far.  According to Ellen, six mil-
lion people are on the verge of star-
vation and cannot find one meal a
day. She added that the focus of

WFP asking for global support to help
deal with hunger in Afghanistan

this institution is to help the hun-
gry, 960 million dollars are need-
ed by the end of this year.

“Some resources are available
and we will get $100 million for
winter aid for remote areas, but
we will have a lot of shortages,
what we will do is to prioritize
the sectors that are facing severe
hunger, where malnutrition has
become a big problem. I hope we
get more resources,” said Ellen.

The head of the WFP in Af-
ghanistan considers the provinc-
es of Ghor, Bamyan, Badakhshan
and Badghis to be very needy and
added that the organization will

increase its assistance to them in
the coming months.

“For this reason, our prices
are high and our assistance is giv-
en every month, and those who
are in very vulnerable sectors re-
ceive assistance for twelve
months in a year, and those who
are in other sectors receive assis-
tance eight times a year they get.

Based on the investigation of
WFP, 18.9 million people live in
severe hunger and providing as-
sistance to homeless women, dis-
abled families and families with
many children in need are priori-
tized.

Meanwhile, the UN’s human-
itarian chief has also urged donors
to restore funding for Afghanistan,
warning that 6 million Afghans are
at risk of famine while more than
half of the country’s 39 million
people need humanitarian help.

It’s time that the internation-
al community give hands to the
people of Afghanistan and pro-
vide more aid to the people. Be-
sides, the U.S. should release the
frozen assets of Afghanistan’s
central bank so that all businesses
would start and help in reduction
of poverty in the country.

Shukria Kohistani

Council of Ministers of the
Islamic Emirate (IEA) in its re-
cent meeting has discussed bud-
get plan for pensions. The coun-
try’s ministry of finance has asked
for 4 billion afghanis budget for
pensions.

A spokesperson to the minis-
try of finance in an interview with
The Kabul Times correspondent
said 4 billion national budget has
been allocated for pensions.

According the finance minis-
try’s spokesperson Ahmad Wali
Haqmal, the council of ministers
meeting held this Monday dis-
cussed the budget plan for pen-
sions.

 The Ministry of Finance said
they sent their final plan for pen-
sions to the Council of Ministers,
and after the approval of this plan
pensions will be paid.

IEA allocates 4 billion Afghanis
as national budget for retirees

Previously, the spokesperson
of the ministry of finance had said
that there were some challenges,
and they solved them and made a
plan with the cooperation of the
Science Academy and sent it to
the council of ministers and they
would discuss, adding that after
the approval of that plan, they
would start to pay pensioners.

He said 4 billion Afghani has
been allocated in the budget for
retirement salaries and retirees
would receive their salaries from
the bank.

In Afghanistan, government
employees go for retirement at age
of 65 years or the employee can
go for retirement when complet-
ed forty years of service with the
government.

On the other hand, those re-
tired have asked the Islamic Emir-

ate (IEA) to approve the budget
for pensions so that they can get
their pensions, saying that they’re
in bad economic condition.

According to ministry of fi-
nance, currently, there are 149,868
retirees in the country. The min-
istry says the number of those
alive reaches 110,285 and the
number of retirees who have
passed away reaches 39,583. It is
worth mentioning that problems
facing retirees in getting their sal-
aries have been almost resolved.

A number of retired govern-
ment workers and veterans who
claim to have not been paid pen-
sions have asked the Islamic Emir-
ate to approve the allocated bud-
get for pensions. The retirees said
they have not received their pen-
sions this year or last year.

Samiullah Momand

The tourism industry, consid-
ered as one of the largest and most
profitable industries in the world,
includes an important part of the
domestic income of countries.
People sometimes travel for fun
and rest. Afghanistan with its wild
nature and amazing natural and
historical places have the ability
to attract tourists and develop in
this sector.

Despite increasing problems
in Afghanistan, the tourism indus-
try is flourishing day by day.

 The ancient and historic prov-
ince of Bamyan is one of the hos-
pitable provinces located in the
center of Afghanistan. It has many
natural and cultural sites, includ-
ing the destroyed Buddha statues.

One of the historic sites of the
province is the Amir Dam (Band-
E-Amir), which is now considered
as the first national park of Af-

Increasing number of domestic &
foreign tourists visiting Bamyan

ghanistan, where thousands of
Afghan families from different
provinces of Afghanistan partic-
ularly Kandahar, Herat, Nangar-
har, Balkh, Kabul and other parts
of Afghanistan visit the park for
recreation and tourism.

Also, with the Islamic Emir-
ate of Afghanistan (IEA) takeover,
foreign tourists from different
countries of the world come to
Afghanistan and visit this histor-
ical place.

Currently, most Afghan fami-
lies by praising the security situ-
ation in the country visit the park.

“Bamyan’s Amir Dam is real-
ly a beautiful place to visit. We
really feel security and tranquili-
ty in this park,” said Sakina
Sayam, a resident of Kabul, who’s
visiting the national park.

A number of tourists call the
historical and recreational places

of Bamiyan as unique, but they
are complaining about the lack of
facilities and accommodation in
Amir Band.

“We’ve come from Herat to
visit Bamyan’s Amir Dam as it’s
considered as a good place for en-
tertainment and tourism,” said
Musawer, a visitor.

Complaining about the lack of
facilities and proper accommoda-
tion in the park, Musawer said
that the park needed to have a
proper accommodation, but
praised security in the province.

Another visitor Mohammad
Nasim says Bamyan’s Amir Dam
is one of the historic sites in the
province, but unfortunately no
proper accommodation has been
constructed in the park, adding
that all visitors need to install tents
to spend nights there.

Muntazir Hafiz, head of tour-

ism of the ministry of informa-
tion and culture, says the number
of domestic and foreign tourists
visiting Bamyan particularly the
Band-e-Amir and national Park
has recently increased unprece-
dentedly.

 He said that the culture of
tourism has improved in the coun-
try; therefore, more families are
now visiting the country’s histor-
ic sites.

According to the tourism de-
partment of the ministry of infor-
mation and culture, efforts are
underway to provide further fa-
cilities and proper accommoda-
tions for tourists to stay during
nights.

It is worth mentioning that
Bamyan’s Amir Dam has current-
ly ten small restaurants, small
hotels to rent rooms and tents to
rent.  Saida Ahmadi

The Ministry of Commerce
and Industry of the Islamic Emir-
ate of Afghanistan during govern-

ment accountability program said
that worth 1.3 billion U.S. dollars
Afghan products were exported
in a year from the country.

In a press conference held at
the Government Media and Infor-
mation Center (GMIC), the Com-
merce and Industry Minister,
Nooruddin Azizi, in their ac-
countability program said that
Afghanistan has exports reached
to 1.364 million dollars to the
world’s top 10 countries in last
year.

At least 200 meetings were
held to meet the obstacles and
challenges of the private sector and
to support their activities, said
Azizi.

He said that his led ministry
made efforts that about 87 per-
cent of Afghanistan’s export items
to China and 13 other items of the
country’s exports to Pakistan
have obtained customs exemption.

Afghan carpets products have
exported about one million square
meters of carpets and rugs to dif-
ferent countries, said minister
Azizi.

The officials of this ministry

Products worth $1.3 billion
exported in a Year, official

in order to attract investments,
and strengthen and expand com-
mercial and transit relations, have

made official trips to Pakistan, the
United Arab Emirates, Uzbeki-
stan, Iran, and Russia, as well as
during their fruitful trips dis-
cussed with representatives of the
private sector in China, Pakistan,
Iran, Kazakhstan, Turkmenistan,
Uzbekistan, Turkey, Malaysia,
Russia and other countries in the
region and the world, he said.

Azizi, reduction in money
transfer restrictions through for-
eign exchange transfer and facili-
tating the process of purchasing
raw materials, turning Afghanistan
into a crossroads of the region,
reactivating air corridors to the
domestic budget, providing facili-
ties for issuing business visas from
regional countries to Afghan busi-
nessmen, some the others are
achievements made by the Com-
merce Ministry, Azizi added.

According to Azizi, in the
past year, the Ministry of Indus-
try and Commerce has been able
to distribute new business and
investment licenses to more than
6,300 domestic and foreign appli-
cants and to attract investments
worth about 127 million USD in

the country’s industrial parks. to
directly create employment for
tens of thousands of people.

During the meeting, Mawlawi
Qadratullah Jamal, Deputy Min-
istry said: Before the rule of the
Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan,
about 30% of factories were ac-
tive in the country, but now more
than it operates from 70% of fac-
tories.

He added that the construc-
tion of 9 industrial parks is un-
derway in the country, 12 planned
industrial parks and 10 proposed
industrial parks are on hand, and
with their completion, we will have
a total of 45 industrial parks in
the country.

It must be said that the Min-
istry of Industry and Commerce
operates in the sectors of indus-
try, commerce, and service provi-
sion, adding that the aim of the
Ministry is the development of
Afghanistan’s economy through
increased investment, the expan-
sion of industries, and small and
medium enterprises, and the
growth of balanced trade in order
to create employment and increase
the income of the country’s citi-
zens.

Masouda Qarizada


