
NationTHURSDAY-AUGUST 04, 2022 03

info@thekabultimes.gov.af

The artisan refugees
carving out a future

“Being in a team — with
similar shared experiences —
has been good for my mental
health. Learning is part of that.
It’s also given me the confi-
dence to set up my own busi-
ness.”

According to statistics
from UNHCR, as of mid-2021
there were 135,912 refugees,
83,489 pending asylum cases
and 3,968 stateless persons/ in
the UK. Refugees have the
right to work. Those seeking
asylum do not.

At Love Welcome, employ-
ees also receive lessons in En-
glish, finance and IT. “It’s be-
come a real source of support
— and community — for peo-
ple who’ve had no back-up
before. I see the benefits ev-
ery day,” says Hewitt. “Some
may not have worked for
years. We find people through
other refugee organisations; it
doesn’t take long. What they
don’t want are favours. We’re
about learning, and helping
people to integrate.”

This is vital, says Fahira
Mulamehic, employment pro-
grammes manager at the Refu-
gee Council in London. “Refu-
gees face so many hurdles in
accessing work; not least cul-
tural differences. Language is
the most obvious. But recruit-
ment processes also differ
across the world.” Mulamehic,
who works with organisations
such as Ikea and PwC to help
refugees enter the workplace,
cites etiquette around eye con-
tact as an example of something
that varies between cultures.

For Edmund Le Brun, craft
offers us a tangible connection
with other cultures, helping to
dispel misconceptions. He
founded Ishkar with his wife
Flore de Taisne in 2016 to work
with displaced artisans in Af-
ghanistan.

“It was born out the feel-
ing that the world has a nar-
row understanding of coun-
tries we read about in head-
lines.

A country can suffer from
conflict and corruption, but it
can also be a place of extraor-
dinary beauty and culture,”

says Le Brun, who lived in
Kabul from 2013 to 2016. “We
wanted to build a brand that
would embody that more com-
plicated story.”

Ishkar verifies that prices
and working conditions are fair
in consultation with organisa-
tions such as the Norwegian
Refugee Council and Label
Step, a fair-trade non-profit or-
ganisation in the carpet indus-
try.

They had to put trading on
hold when the Taliban regained
control but resumed a few
months ago.

Everything is done via
WhatsApp. “The situation is
difficult,” Le Brun says, “but
it’s made us more determined
to continue. Without continu-
ing to support Afghanistan’s
artisans we risk the destruction
of one of the few viable liveli-
hoods for women, and its her-
itage.”

He knows this might be
viewed as controversial.
“Through trade, some money
will inevitably go to the Tali-
ban. But the only taxes they
are collecting are export tax.
This is roughly 2 per cent of
the value of the goods. For the
customer, this equates to
roughly 0.6 per cent of the re-
tail price. It’s unpalatable, but
the alternative of turning our
backs on our partners is
worse.”

Ishkar works with around
30 weavers producing kilims,
their traditional motifs. Past col-
laborations include projects
with Frank Gehry and Zaha
Hadid.

Edmund’s father, Christo-
pher Le Brun, an artist and
former president of London’s
Royal Society of Arts, recent-
ly designed a range of hand-
knotted rugs in abstract de-
signs.

 “About 50 per cent of pur-
chases in the last year have
been from repeat customers,”
Le Brun says.

 “They’re very involved.
We get emails every day ask-
ing about our makers. We can
share concrete stories about
what is happening on the

The vision of the Ministry of
Agriculture, Irrigation and Live-
stock (MAIL) is to improve food
security, prevent hanger and work
for balanced economic develop-
ment in the country.

Officials of the ministry in
accountability program to the na-
tion said the MAIL was respon-
sible for working towards preven-
tion of poverty, improving legal
agriculture, increasing agricultural
products, improving infrastruc-
tures and supporting the private
sector in the country.

Speaking to participants in the
program, deputy minister of agri-
culture, irrigation and livestock
Mawlavi Sadrazam said that
based on a decree of the Prime
Minister of the Islamic Emirate
of Afghanistan, more than 66,718
tons of reserved wheat have been
distributed to people for work in
34 provinces in accordance to each
province’s population.

“The Ministry of Agriculture,
Irrigation and Livestock has been

Efforts underway to improve
agriculture sector in country

planning to implement programs
for creating orchards, reviving pis-
tachio forests, improvement of
agricultural situation, addressing
lack of water in some parts of the
country, distribution of seeds and
training of farmers,” Mawlavi
Sadrazam said, adding that the
ministry has had unprecedented
achievements in this regard in the
past one year.

According to the MAIL infor-
mation, nearly 61 tons rice seeds
have been distributed to farmers
in Herat, Urozgan, Daikundi, Sar-
e-Pul, Bamyan, Nangarhar, Lagh-
man, Kunar, Khost and Paktia
provinces in the past one year.

Besides, nearly 8,000 tons
wheat seeds and fertilizers have
been distributed to nearly 36,000
farmers in Logar, Kandahar, Balkh,
Kunduz, Baghlan, Takhar and
Badakhshan provinces.

Deputy Minister of Agricul-
ture, Irrigation and Livestock fur-
ther said that 450 chicken farms
have been created to strengthen

people’s livelihood, adding that
215 hectare orchards have been
created with close cooperation of
non-government organizations in
Kunar, Badghis and Paktia prov-
inces.

Holding agricultural exhibi-
tions during the spring season in
Kabul to encourage private entre-
preneurs and develop agricultural
sector in the country, distribution
of 2,500 tons wheat to earth-
quake-hit and recent flood-affect-
ed families in Khost and Paktika
provinces and providing loans for
farmers are other programs that
have been implemented in the past
one year, according to the respec-
tive.

Meanwhile, the Ministry of
Agriculture, Irrigation and Live-
stock has made efforts to revive
pistachio forests and do more for
the protection of the pistachio’s
jungles in 11 districts of the coun-
try. It is determined that nearly
3,000 tons pistachio will be pro-
duced in the country particularly

in Badghis, Herat and Samangan
provinces.

According to MAIL Deputy
Minister, the ministry has creat-
ed a committee to prevent from
usurpation of lands in 34 prov-
inces of the country.

The ministry is determined to
construct small water dams for
irrigation of agricultural fields and
controlling of the country’s wa-
ter, construct cold stores for stor-
ing agricultural products, pro-
mote modern ways to improve the
agriculture and livestock sector
and implement big programs in the
country.

According to officials of the
respective ministry, the ministry
of agriculture, irrigation and live-
stock needs continued support of
the IEA and close cooperation of
relevant non-government organi-
zations so that the ministry can
bring positive changes in life of
farmers and people in the coun-
try.
Amiri and Masouda Qarizada

Kabul municipality says it
has eased procedures for those
who would like to construct high-
rise buildings in Kabul city. In an
interview with The Kabul Times
correspondent, a spokesperson to
Kabul municipality, Nimatullah
Barakzai said those who would
like to construct high-rise build-
ings in Kabul city could easily
contact the municipality, adding
that after the specification pro-
cess of the one’s property, rele-
vant departments of the munici-
pality provide them with a license
to start the work.

“Those who have received
their license for the construction
of buildings can resume the con-
struction work in accordance to
their licenses, but those receiving
licenses but violated the construc-
tion regulations should contact the
municipality so that the relevant
department review the case,” Bar-
akzai said, adding that the indi-
viduals could resume construction
work and continue the work until
the new law was enforced.

On the other hand, a number
of individuals working in the con-
struction sector welcoming the
move by Kabul municipality say
the current economic crisis and
increasing price of construction
materials have caused that they
are not able to resume construc-
tion work despite they are pro-
vided with licenses for construc-
tion of high-rise buildings in the
city.

“Construction materials are
currently very expensive. If any-

Kabul municipality eases procedure
for construction of high-rise buildings

body starts construction work on
a building, there will be nobody
to purchase or rent,” said Sadat, a
resident of Kabul.

He said the reduction in im-
ports of construction materials
and freezing of Afghanistan’s for-
eign assets were considered as the
main challenges facing the coun-
try’s investors and traders.

Previously, Kabul municipal-
ity had stopped all construction
work on high-rise buildings, but

now the municipality has in-
formed of starting construction
work in the city.

Khan Agha is one of those
whose construction work on his
home had been stopped by the
Kabul municipality said.

“I had two houses in Kabul
city. I sold one to construct my
other home in a standard way.

The construction work on the
home was underway when the IEA
took power,” Khan Agha said,

adding that the banking system
faced with challenges; therefore,
he suspended construction work

on the home.
He said construction of build-

ings would not be easy until bank-

ing limitations and economic prob-
lems of people were not ad-
dressed, asking the Islamic Emir-

ate to address all challenges facing
the country’s banks.

Saida Ahmadi

ground through the individu-
als we are working with.”

Cultural ties also inspired
Claudia Martinez Mansell to
set up Kissweh in 2017. Based
in a Palestinian refugee camp
in south Lebanon, the studio
specialises in traditional Pales-
tinian embroidery with a mod-
ern edge.

 Martinez Mansell came
across the technique while vol-
unteering in a camp.

Kissweh employs 30 female
needleworkers, who work full-
and part time. “In Lebanon, ref-
ugees are only allowed to work
in informal sectors such as
cleaning, or food picking. So
this is a chance to use their
skills,” says Martinez Mansell,
who now works for the UN.
“Grandmothers have passed
the technique down to daugh-
ters and grandchildren. It’s a
lively art.”

Stitchers are paid per cush-
ion on top of a basic wage. The
vibrant cushions, made from
Belgian linen, are signed and
each one is different.

Martinez Mansell runs
Kissweh with a local NGO.
“They pay what is the going
rate in the camps for the em-
broidery,” she says. “From my
side, all the profits that Kiss-
weh makes I share with the
women — in dollars as the
economy in Lebanon is terri-
ble. I keep nothing. So we work
as a co-operative.”

During 2020, online sales
surged by 30 per cent as
locked-down homeowners
feathered their nests. The prof-
its were divided among the
team. Commissions from de-
signers — such as Sibyl Cole-
fax & John Fowler or Reath
Design studio in the US — are
a constant. “Once people buy,
they come back,” Martinez
Mansell says.

Kissweh has become a
support system: “We share
news: about children; life in the
camp.” But what gives the most
“tangible sense of satisfac-
tion”, she says, is seeing these
traditional crafts installed in
appreciative new homes.

Conlcuded

A number of Afghan citizens
expressed concern over the in-
creasing traffic incident in the
country and say that in order to
reduce incidents, the traffic laws
should be implemented.

Increase of traffic accidents on
the country’s highways has
turned into a painful drama and
traveling on the highway has be-
come a death sentence, for pas-
sengers.

A citizen, Sayed Amin Mo-
hammad, says that recently traf-
fic accidents have increased in the
country’s highways, in which
scores of our countrymen lost
their lives during their journey.

“The traffic department
should consider tougher rules for
drivers or prevent from distribut-
ing driver’s licenses for those who
didn’t receive training programs,
because they are not familiar with
the traffic rules while driving,
therefor they commit accident,”
said Mohammad.

In recent months, Kabul-Kan-
dahar, Kandahar-Herat, Kabul-
North, Bamyan-Daikundi, Bam-
yan-Ghor highways were wit-
nessed tragic traffic accidents, in
which claimed scores of lives.

There are many factors behind
the increase of traffic incidents on
the country’s highways, which
can be summarized as human, en-
vironmental and technical factors.

From technical point of view,

Afghan citizens express concern
over increasing traffic accidents

the breakdown, narrow width of
the roads, lack of traffic signs on
the roads, and lack of profession-
al traffics on the highways as well
as rock and mountain slides, the
threat of floods, earthquakes and
other natural disasters, are natu-
ral factors that cause traffic acci-
dents.

Meanwhile, some road engi-
neers say that the roads that have
been built in previous years in the
country are non-standard and of
poor quality.

When a traffic accident hap-
pens, people criticize and blame
drivers, and there are many rea-
sons to confirm this claim, while
the drivers give more reasons to
remove the blame from them-
selves, they call the main factors
behind the increase in traffic acci-
dents narrow of highways roads
and the simultaneous use of all
kinds of vehicles on the same road,
while passengers accuse the driv-
ers of carelessness, fast driving,
and overloading of cargo vehicles
and lack of knowledge of traffic
rules.

Nazif, another Afghan citizen,
says, there are many rumors and
accusations that drivers of pas-
senger vehicles and Lorries use
drugs while driving and they drive
at maximum speed to reach their
destination.

The behavior and obligations
of a driver they forget, while ev-

ery business has its own culture
and morals.

“Drivers can show the image
of a cultured and responsible driver
by acting lawfully, and by follow-
ing the law and understanding that
the lives and survival of many
people are in their hands while
driving, they can take measures
and can be the owner.”

This is the fact that most of
the drivers are involved in the oc-
currence of traffic accidents in our
country, in addition to that, the
culture of amnesty and forgive-
ness in Afghanistan has caused the
drivers who break the law not be
punished and thus evading the law
has become a habit for drivers

From the point of view of traf-
fic experts, to define traffic prob-
lems and increase of accidents in
the country lack of roads and pas-
sages in the country, the presence
of mental and nervous disorders
in some drivers, heavy traffics are
the main factors.

In order to address the chal-
lenge, government institutions
should work, seriously on regula-
tions, and make the method of
punishment more binding not only
for the driver, but also for the rid-
er and passerby, adjust the con-
trol method on the highway ac-
cording to the new standards, and
expand the level of inspector of
drivers in the country.

Masouda Qarizada


