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World Food Program
(WFP) has said that it has pro-
vided relief aid to over 19 mil-
lion people in Afghanistan
since the start of the current
year.

According to WFP, millions
of Afghan have received food
aid and other essentials in the
past seven months in the coun-
try. It has said that nine out of
ten people are facing with lack
of food in the country. Accord-
ing to the WFP, each family
receives 100kg flour, 5.12kg
bean, 2.9kg rice and 1kg salt
for six months.

A number of Afghans in
their interviews with The Kab-
ul Times correspondent by
praising the WFP for its relief
aid said the organization
should find employment for
Afghans besides providing
them with relief food aid.

 “It’s right the UN’s welfare
organizations provide misera-
ble and needy people with re-
lief aid, but the aid is not per-
manent.

 We’re praising the organi-
zation for it’s relief aid. It will
be good if the organization pro-
vide employment for them,”
said Mohammad Zaman, an
Afghan citizen.

Shah Wali, another Afghan,
says they do not only need
food, but also need shelter and

19 million people receive aids in
Afghanistan in past seven months

drinking water as well as edu-
cation for their children.

He somehow criticized dis-
tribution of the relief aid, say-
ing that in some areas the re-
lief aid and food were not dis-
tributed to people in a proper
way and sometimes the aid was
postponed for days.

World Food Program has

said that the relief aid has been
distributed to needy and mis-
erable families in Baghlan, Urz-
gan, Nangarhar, Nuristan, Fary-
ab, Khost, Badakhshan,
Badghis, Bamyan, Kabul and
all provinces of the country.

A number of Afghan ex-
perts have said that emergen-
cy relief aid is needed and

should be distributed with full
transparency.

They say there’s still prob-
lem in modality of distribution
of relief aid to the people as
most people are complaining
and saying that they have not
received aid so far. They are
asking for transparency in dis-
tribution of the relief aid in the
country.

This year, the (UN) has re-
quested $5 billion in help for
Afghan people both inside
Afghanistan and in neighbor-
ing nations.

Meanwhile, the United Na-
tion High Commissioner for
Refugees (UNHCR) claims to
have assisted 5 million Af-
ghans this year, particularly
vulnerable women who are
household heads.

According to UNHCR, the
families have received food
and other essential necessities
this year.

According to the UNHCR,
millions of Afghan people have
been affected by the ongoing
crisis, displacement, drought,
and economic disaster.

The organization has also
said that besides providing
needy people with cash assis-
tance, it has distributed house-
holds, solar system and health
and first aid to 263,000 people
in the country.
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Afghan pottery has a deep
root and connection to the histo-
ry of Afghanistan. Istalif district
in Kabul’s north is famous for its
pottery industry. Although the use
of mud dishes among Afghan citi-
zens has long faded, some of the
talented individuals in Kolali area
of Istalif district in Kabul has kept
the art alive.

Besides, Mirbacha Kot dis-
trict, located in Kabul’s north, is
also known as the main place for

selling amazing pots made of clay
and a home of the pottery indus-
try.

According to venders of pots,
pottery industry had good mar-
kets after the year 2,000, but the
industry has now faded due to
increasing imports of antique pots
from neighboring countries. They
say if the Islamic Emirate of Af-
ghanistan (IEA) supports their

Afghanistan pottery
industry fading

pottery industry, they will keep
open the door of their pottery in-
dustry inside and outside the coun-
try.

 “I keep open the pottery in-
dustry all four seasons of the year.
I sell 29 types of the pots made
of clay. The demand for purchas-
ing various pots is different,”
Kaka Lali said, adding that the
pottery industry has recently im-
proved due to better security.

Most of purchasing are local

Afghan citizens, but foreigners
and tourists sometimes visit to
various markets where clay-made
pots are sold.

Haji Murad, who has come to
Mirbacha Kot to buy some clay-
made pots, believe that with pur-
chasing domestic products we
they can help develop domestic
industries.

“If we buy home-made or do-

mestic products, we can help our
people improve their products in
the country,” Haji Murad said.

Pottery, beside skills, requires
equipment to form a usually kitch-
en utensils; made from balls of clay
into which fingers or thumbs are
inserted to make the opening, then
may have become a good-looking
pot or similar stuff. And yet, these
pots are to be heated at low tem-
peratures after being painted in
various colors.

Traditional Afghan pottery is
well known in the village of Istalif
for over 1,400 years, using the
same traditional methods. Its
craftsmen believe that pottery
came to life in Afghanistan with
Alexander the Great, thought their
techniques have changed little
since then.
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Officials for Afghanistan
Railway Authority (ARA) in
accountability program to the
nation by pointing that the rail-
way process has been now
changed to Afghani system as
all incomes of the railway con-
tract between Afghanistan and
Uzbekistan once collected in
Uzbekistan now collected by
Afghanistan railway authority,
but unfortunately $12 million
revenue of the authority is still
in Uzbekistan due to banking
problems.

Answering a question
asked by The Kabul Times cor-
respondent about the coun-
try’s current railway line, direc-
tor of Afghanistan railway au-
thority said, “Afghanistan has
230km railway line and current-
ly nearly 4,000 people are di-

ARA’s $12 million revenue in
Uzbekistan due to banking problems

rectly working in unloading
goods and services section in
Hairatan and Aqina railway
lines”.

According to Afghanistan
railway authority’s informa-
tion, protection and mainte-
nance of all equipment and in-
stallations of the respective
authority, visits of leading
body of the railway authority
to Uzbekistan and Iran and re-
sumption of the incomplete
projects are part of achieve-
ments of the country’s railway
authority in the past one year.

 “Afghanistan railway au-
thority has been made neces-
sary coordination with Iranian
ministry of railway on key is-
sues particularly absorption of
Afghan cadres and starting the
incomplete projects in the past

one year,” director of the coun-
try’s railway authority said,
adding that efforts were under-
way to complete and open the
3rd phase of Herat – Khawaf
railway line.

Officials of the country’s
railway authority asserted that
efforts were underway to com-
plete the Aqina – Andkhoy rail-
way line, maintain necessary
coordination with both Uzbeki-
stan and Pakistan as it was
determined that technical de-
bate was to start between del-
egations of the two respective
countries to discuss the Af-
ghan Trans project connecting
Central Asia with South Asia.

A spokesperson to Afghan-
istan railway authority by
pointing to maintaining secu-
rity of Afghanistan railway

lines and getting $2.25 million
discount in the contract of the
Afghan-Trans said that both
were considered as of the sig-
nificant achievements of the
authority. He said development
of Afghanization of the railway
process, completion of the 3rd
phase of Khawaf – Herat rail-
way project, completion of
Aqina – Andkhoy project and
convincing international do-
nors to invest on Afghanistan
railway lines and others were a
range of future plans of Af-
ghanistan railway authority.
Besides, the country’s railway
authority is also planning to re-
construction railway stations
as the revenue of the railway
lines is going up.
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KUNDUZ: Farmers, in the
northern province of Kunduz, es-
timated up to 30 percent more al-
monds harvest this year compared
to last year, a local official said.

Abdul Ghaffar Sediqi acting
provincial Agriculture Director of
Kunduz said that 8,465 tons of
almonds were estimated from
some 6,580 almond orchards this
year that shows a 30 percent surge
compared to last year.

“Last year, up to 6,511 tons
of almonds were harvested from
6,580 hectares of orchard land, but
this year, 30 percent more yield
is expected to be yielded from the
same orchards,” according to the

Almond harvest increased
by 30pc in Kunduz

official.
Farmers also, said that in the

past, they couldn’t collect their
almond products properly, due to
widespread insecurities in Kun-
duz province, but, security is now
sure.

“We have harvested more al-
monds this year, due to sure se-
curity, but have no good market
for our products inside the coun-
try. If the merchants buy the prod-
uct and export to other countries,
our almond products will thrive
more than ever,” Abdul Rahim, a
farmer told The Kabul Times.

Plantation of refined almond
saplings, decent weather condi-

tions, quality gardening and using
pesticides are said to be the rea-
sons behind the increase in the al-
mond yield in the province this
year.

Also, elsewhere, in the north-
ern Samangan province, farmers
are expected to harvest 20 per-
cent more almonds comparing last
year.

Other agriculture products
including grapes by twenty per-
cent, cotton by ten percent and
melon by ten percent have also
increased, respectively in the
northern Kunduz, Balkh and
Baghlan provinces.

The Kabul Times

According to the UNHCR, millions of Afghan people
have been affected by the ongoing crisis, displacement,

drought and economic crisis.


