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Mumbai: Heavy rains bring
Indian city to a standstill

It's that time of the year again
when heavy rains in the Indian city
of Mumbai and nearby areas have
disrupted the lives of millions of
people in the country's financial
capital.

Many parts of the city remain
inundated in waist-deep water as
incessant rains lash the city, caus-
ing flooding.

India's weather department
has issued an orange alert for the

city and its neighbouring districts,
predicting heavy to very heavy
rains over the next five days.

Teams of the National Disas-
ter Response Force - a special-
ised force that responds to life-
threatening disasters in the coun-
try - have been deployed in the
city as a precautionary measure.

Monsoon rains are common
in Maharashtra state - where
Mumbai is located - around this

time of the year. They are also
central to the lives of people, shap-
ing the fortunes of millions of
farmers who rely on the rains to
grow their produce.

But experts say climate
change has made rains exception-
ally fierce and less predictable in
recent years, and unchecked ur-
ban development often leads to
flooded streets and homes and
causes traffic snarls.

Thousands of people migrate
to Mumbai every day in search of
jobs which fuels rapid construc-
tion, that is very often unregulat-
ed. Many areas have ageing drain-
age systems and that causes flood-
ing as well. The city's vast man-
grove swamps, which act as a nat-
ural buffer during floods, have also
been built over in the past few
decades.

On Tuesday, Maharashtra's
newly-appointed chief minister,
Eknath Shinde, visited the disas-
ter management control room to
supervise relief and rescue ef-
forts, as residents were seen wad-
ing through fetid waters as sew-
ers overflowed, filling roads with
muck.

In many areas, commuter
trains - the lifeline of Mumbai's
transport system - were disrupt-
ed, bringing the usually bustling
city to a standstill.

In Thane district, many resi-
dents from low-lying areas have
shifted to storm shelters as water
sloshed through their homes. And
the Kundalika river, located on the
outskirts of Mumbai, was flow-
ing above the danger level, news
agency PTI reported.

Ukraine expects harvest of at
least 50 mln tonnes of grain

this year, official says
Ukraine expects a grain har-

vest of at least 50 million tonnes
this year, which is “not bad given
all the difficulties,” the country’s
first deputy agriculture minister
said on Wednesday.

Ukraine, a major global grain
grower and exporter, harvested a
record 86 million tonnes of grain
in 2021. Taras Vysotskiy added
in televised comments that most
of Ukraine’s 2022 wheat harvest
would be of milling quality and
that the country, which has been
invaded by Russia, would have to
export at least 30 million tonnes
of the 2022 grain harvest in the
2022/23 season.

Alarabiya

Boris Johnson fights on but hit
by new wave of resignations

Boris Johnson is battling to
stay in office, amid a growing
wave of resignations from his
government in protest at his lead-
ership.

New chancellor Nadhim Za-
hawi has urged unity after his
predecessor, the health secre-
tary, and several junior ministers
walked out.

But the prime minister has
been hit by six further resigna-
tions, taking the total to 16 in
the past day.

It comes as he prepares for

PMQs later and a grilling by se-
nior MPs.

Mr Johnson's premiership has
been plunged into crisis following
the dramatic resignations of Chan-
cellor Rishi Sunak and Health Sec-
retary Sajid Javid.

They quit within minutes of
each other on Tuesday following
a row over Mr Johnson's decision
to appoint Chris Pincher deputy
chief whip earlier this year.

Their departures triggered a
wave of resignations from more
junior roles that has continued on

Wednesday.
In six further departures

ahead of PMQs, education min-
isters Will Quince and Robin
Walker, Justice Minister Victo-
ria Atkins, Treasury minister
John Glen, and ministerial aides
Laura Trott and Felicity Buchan
have all walked out.

Mr Johnson has admitted
it was a "bad mistake" to ap-
point Mr Pincher, despite be-
ing aware of misconduct allega-
tions against him.

BBC

- Religious scholars and cler-
ics in coordination with the min-
istry of vice and virtue, ministry
of education and ministry of high-
er education should pay more at-
tention to raise awareness and
understanding of people in reli-
gious issues and correct their
deeds.

Every nation and country can
enjoy honor and true peace and
prosperity when there is no re-
bellion against Allah, thus, the task
of reforming the people and in-
forming them about the religion
has been entrusted to the scholars
and clerics, they should still ful-
fill their responsibilities in this
regard, try to reform and enlight-
en the minds of the people in
mosques, gatherings, media and
programs and become a mean of
good guidance for them.

- The Islamic Emirate is com-
mitted to upholding all the rights
of its citizens, as Islam commands
us to grant and protect the rights
of all people, and within the
framework of the Sharia law, the
rights of women will be ensured.

The Islamic Emirate is com-
mitted to freedom of expression
in the light of Islamic principles
and Sharia as well as country’s

national interests, journalist keep-
ing in mind the above and the prin-
ciples of journalism, can continue
their work.

- All talented and profession-
al people with clean background,
including, doctors, engineers and
all educated cadres who can serve
the people, as well as national
traders and investors should know
that our country is in dire need of
their talents, guidance and work.
The Islamic Emirate values   them,
and we will all work together to
rebuild our country.

- All security forces of the Is-
lamic Emirate should pay special
attention to their daily actions,
sincerity and good intentions in
service, obedience to their officials
and good behavior towards the
people, avoid arrogance and con-
ceit and have better harmony
among yourselves.

Protection and maintenance of
the treasury demands the most
attention from all of us, especial-
ly weapons, military vehicles,
ammunition, government build-
ings, national property and all
things related to the treasury, are
the trust of this nation, no one
has the right to waste it, spoil it
and dispose it.

- Many Afghans were affect-
ed by the recent earthquake in
some parts of the country, their
family members were martyred
and injured, May Allah forgive the
martyrs and give their family
members patience and reward.

This incident was miserable
for us and all the countrymen, we
all share in their grief and I have
given the responsibility to the of-
ficials in time to reach to the con-
cerned provinces and provide all
possible assistance to the people.
I am confident that the officials
have done their job transparently
and efficiently.

- The Islamic Emirate pays
special attention to the needs of
the families of the poor, orphans
and the disabled and other needy
people in the country.

The Ministries of Martyrs
and Disabled, and Refugees and
the Red Crescent Society have
been instructed to do everything
possible to help the poor, as well
as the families of orphans and
widows and other needy citizens.

 It is also the responsibility
of the traders and businessmen to
pay more attention to their poor
countrymen and help them in such
difficult economic situation, more
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KABUL: Kalimullah Afghan,
head of the Finance Department
for the Ministry of Martyrs and
Disabled said that the process of
distributing the funds to the dis-
abled will begin.

“It has been 17 days that the
process of paying specific sala-
ries for every disabled person,
based on the nature of their dis-
ability, has started and it keeps
ongoing,” he told reporters.

“Once again, we call on all the
countries of the world to release
the money of the disabled and or-
phans; this is their money, not the
money of the authorities of the
Islamic Emirate,” said Abdul
Hakim Haqqani, Deputy Minis-
ter of Martyrs and Disabled.

13 billion Afg allocated
for disabled, ministry

Meanwhile, some disabled
persons said it has been months
that they have not been paid and
they are facing many economic
challenges.

Zalmi, who is 70, lost his leg
after being hit by a rocket in the
wars in Afghanistan, a report from
TOLOnews released the other
said.

Zalmi says he is the sole
breadwinner of his family of nine
and is concerned about not being
paid.

“In the winter I went to the
department of human resources,
we got medical examinations.
They said your salary will be paid
on Wednesday, but it has been
several months and I have not re-

ceived it,” he said.
Abdul Mobin, a disabled per-

son, told TOLOnews that it has
been five months since he has re-
ceived his salary.

“On Wednesday, I went to the
bank, they said that in the coming
week one thousand people will
receive their salaries, but we don’t
know. They are deceiving us,” he
said.

Officials at the Ministry of
Martyrs and Disabled said that
they have identified more than
112,000 disabled persons in the
country and have presented a plan
to the leadership of the Islamic
Emirate to address their problems.
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Palestinian killed by Israeli forces in occupied West Bank
Israeli forces have shot and

killed a young Palestinian man in
the occupied West Bank during
confrontations that followed an
Israeli military raid.

The Palestinian health minis-
try identified the man as Rafiq
Riyad Ghannam, and said he was
killed by Israeli fire in the town of
Jabaa, south of Jenin, at dawn on
Wednesday.

The official Palestinian news
agency Wafa reported that Ghan-
nam was 20 years old.

Ghannam was arrested by Is-
raeli forces after being wounded,
and died shortly afterwards in
their custody. His body has not
yet been handed over to his fami-
ly by the Israeli military.

The Palestinian Prisoners So-
ciety said in a statement that the
killing “comes in light of contin-
ued escalation in field executions
by the Israeli occupation forces
since the beginning of this year

and the detention of their bodies,
in addition to the arrest and abuse
of many citizens after they were
injured”.

Confrontations had broken
out early on Wednesday after Is-
raeli forces raided Jabaa.

The Israeli army conducts
near-daily raid and arrest opera-
tions into Palestinian towns in the
illegally occupied West Bank, of-
ten resulting in the wounding or
killing of Palestinians.

Israeli forces arrested at least

42 Palestinians overnight on
Wednesday, including 30 from the
town of Silwad near Ramallah.

The army has intensified its
raids on the Jenin area over the
past few months.

At least 50 Palestinians have
been killed since late March across
Israel and the Palestinian territo-
ries by Israeli forces, including Al
Jazeera journalist Shireen Abu
Akleh, who was killed on May
11 while she was reporting in the
Jenin refugee camp. Aljazeera

Few days ago, the last
flight arrived in Jaddah, by
which up to 13,582 Hajj pil-
grims have been trans-
ferred, he added.

However, this year, it
took higher costs for an Af-
ghan Haji (pilgrim) compar-
ing to the past, because of
high prices in Saudi Arabia,
according to him.

The prices have become
double and trifold there.
“For example; expenses in
Mina, Muzdalifa and Arafat
were between 1,600 to 2,000
Saudi Rial, but the prices
have reached to up to 6,000
Rial this year, the same oth-
er things.”

Hammad assured that
Afghans, compared to oth-
er countries and the neigh-
boring countries, have been
provided with better facili-
ties, which is a good
achievement for the Islamic
Emirate of Afghanistan
(IEA) and hoped the pro-
cess of Hajj pilgrimage to
complete successfully.
Nik Mohammad Nikmal

specifically during Eid days.
At the end, I would like to once
again congratulate all the coun-
trymen on the occasion of Eid-
ul-Adha and hope that the
countrymen will pass the Eid
days in a secure and happy at-
mosphere.

 Shaikh-ul Hadith Mawlavi
Hibatullah Akhundzadah, The
Supreme Leader of the Islamic
Emirate
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