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At least four people have died
and 60 others were injured by a
powerful earthquake in the north-
ern Philippines, the country’s in-
terior minister has said.

The 8:43am (00:43 GMT)
quake on Wednesday struck the
mountainous and lightly populat-
ed province of Abra on Luzon, the
country’s main and most popu-
lous island, causing small land-
slides and collapsing some hous-
es.

The tremors caused high-rise
towers to shake more than 400km
(249 miles) away in the capital,
Manila, which is located on the

Four dead, 60 hurt as earthquake
hits northern Philippines

south of the island.
The earthquake was measured

at a preliminary magnitude of 7.1
by the US Geological Survey
(USGS), 7.2 by the European
Mediterranean Seismological Cen-
tre (EMSC) and 7.3 by the Phil-
ippines Institute of Volcanology
and Seismology (Phivolcs).

Phivolcs later revised the mag-
nitude down to 7.0. Still, the earth-
quake was strongest to have hit
the Philippines in years.

Those killed included a man
who was hit by falling cement
slabs in his house in Abra, where
at least 25 others were injured and

were mostly confined in hospi-
tals, officials said.

A construction worker was
also hit by debris and died in the
strawberry-growing mountain
town of La Trinidad in Benguet
province, where some roads were
shut by landslides and boulders.

President Ferdinand Marcos
Jr, whose home town is in the
northern Philippines, ordered res-
cue and relief teams to be sent to
Abra, and was initially planning
to fly to the affected area, but lat-
er said he would hold off on the
trip as not to disrupt the emer-
gency respones.

USGS said the earthquake’s
epicentre was about 11km (7
miles) east-southeast of the town
of Dolores.

Pictures shared on social me-
dia by local officials and residents
showed some buildings complete-
ly collapsed, with others leaning
precariously, their windows shat-
tered.

Some cars were crushed by
the debris and roads left crumpled
and damaged.

“The quake was very strong,”
Police Major Edwin Sergio told
the AFP news agency people in
Dolores, adding there were minor
cracks in the police station build-
ing.

Eric Singson, a congressman
in the northern Ilocos Sur prov-
ince, told DZMM radio: “The
earthquake lasted 30 seconds or
more. I thought my house would
fall”.

“Now, we are trying to reach
people. … Right now there are
aftershocks so we are outside our
home,” he added.

Elsewhere in Abra province,
a hospital was evacuated after the
building partially collapsed.

“We are still experiencing af-
tershocks. We have received re-
ports of damages to houses. But
so far no casualties,” said Mayor
Rovelyn Villamor in the town of
Lagangilang.

“We don’t have power sup-
ply because that’s automatically
cut off due to danger,” Villamor
told DZRH radio.

aljazeera

Some 40,000 railway workers
in the United Kingdom have
staged a walkout over pay, job
security and working conditions
as the country battles its worst
cost of living crisis in decades.

The nationwide 24-hour
strike on Wednesday brought the
rail network to a virtual standstill,
with only one in five trains run-
ning.

Mick Lynch, general secretary
of the National Union of Rail,
Maritime and Transport Workers
(RMT), said strikes were neces-
sary as wages have failed to keep
pace with UK inflation, currently
at a 40-year high and set to wors-
en.

“Network Rail have not made
any improvement on their previ-

UK railway workers
stage nationwide strike as

inflation worsens
ous pay offer and the train com-
panies have not offered us any-
thing new,” Lynch said.

“The government need to
stop their interference in this dis-
pute so the rail employers can
come to a negotiated settlement
with us,” he added.

Wednesday’s strike comes af-
ter RMT staged a three-day walk-
out last month, the largest in 30
years.

The government urged union
bosses and train operators to re-
solve the dispute.

Transport minister Grant
Shapps told Sky News that the
workers’ “employers are the peo-
ple who have the mandate to ne-
gotiate this”.

Rail services were expected to

resume early on Thursday. Lon-
don Underground trains and bus-
es were running as normal, but
Eurostar reduced the number of
trains through the Channel Tun-
nel as a knock-on effect, despite
its staff not joining the walkout.

The cost of living crisis pre-
sents a major challenge to foreign
secretary Liz Truss and former
finance minister Rishi Sunak, who
are vying to replace Prime Minis-
ter Boris Johnson in a leadership
contest.

Truss has promised a further
crackdown on trade unions, after
MPs approved a controversial
plan earlier this month to replace
strikers with agency workers.

                   aljazeera

As the world worried about
Russia’s blockade of Ukrainian
grain exports in the Black Sea in
late June, Vladimir Putin had a
different trade route on his mind.
Addressing leaders of nations that
sit on the Caspian Sea, the Rus-
sian president spoke of a “truly
ambitious project” as the cen-
trepiece of Moscow’s efforts to
“improve the transport and logis-
tics architecture of the region”.

For more than two decades,
the International North-South
Transport Corridor (INSTC) —
a 7,200-kilometre (4,474-mile)
network of railroads, highways
and maritime routes that connects
Russia and India through Iran —
has been little more than a pipe
dream. But this old wine is finally
ready to be uncorked by Moscow,
Tehran and New Delhi, according

Is the INSTC Russia’s new
economic escape route?

to analysts. A rare confluence of
geopolitical and economic incen-
tives is turning the route into a
potentially vital economic escape
pathway for Moscow as tough
Western sanctions deny the Krem-
lin access to European markets.

In June, Iran announced the
first-ever pilot transit of goods
from Russia to India using the
INSTC, through the port of Ban-
dar Abbas on the Strait of Hor-
muz. The two containers of wood
laminate have since been followed
by the shipment of at least 39
more containers headed from Rus-
sia to India’s Arabian Sea port of
Nhava Sheva in July.

This is just the start, said
Vaishali Basu Sharma, a former
consultant at India’s National Se-
curity Council Secretariat. Earlier
this month, RZD Logistics, the

largest multimodal transport op-
erator in the former Soviet nations
and the Baltics, launched a new
container train service along the
INSTC.

And by 2030, the INSTC cor-
ridor is expected to have the ca-
pacity to transport up to near-
ly 25 million tonnes of freight each
year — 75 percent of the total
container traffic between Eurasia,
South Asia and the Gulf.

“These are the new routes
east, and Moscow is very serious
about getting these put in place,
especially as EU sanctions are
expected to remain — even after
the conflict with Ukraine is over,”
said Chris Devonshire-Ellis,
founder of Dezan Shira & Associ-
ates, a pan-Asian business and
investment consultancy, to Al
Jazeera.

Iran is carrying out execu-
tions at a “horrifying pace” in
state-approved killings on a
mass scale that constitutes an
“abhorrent assault” on the right
to life, two rights groups said on
Wednesday.

The Washington-based Ab-
dorrahman Boroumand center
for Human Rights in Iran and
London-based Amnesty Interna-
tional said in a joint statement
that 251 hangings have been con-
firmed this year up until the end
of June, although the real num-
ber may be even higher.

“If executions continue at
this horrifying pace, they will
soon surpass the total of 314 ex-
ecutions recorded for the whole
of 2021,” the groups said, de-
nouncing an “execution spree”.

They said that 146 of peo-
ple executed in 2022 had been
convicted of murder, “amid well-
documented patterns of execu-
tions being systematically car-
ried out following grossly unfair
trials.”

But at least 86 other people
were executed for drug-related of-
fenses for which executions had
dropped sharply in recent years
until now, following changes to
domestic legislation.

“During the first six months
of 2022, the Iranian authorities
executed at least one person a
day on average. The state ma-
chinery is carrying out killings
on a mass scale across the coun-
try in an abhorrent assault on the
right to life,” said Diana Elt-
ahawy, deputy regional director
for the Middle East and North
Africa at Amnesty Internation-
al. alarabiya

Rights groups
denounce Iran

‘execution
spree’Ukrainian forces hit a key Russian-held bridge overnight in the

occupied southern city of Kherson during a counter-offensive, repre-
sentatives from both sides said Wednesday.

The Russian army has used the Antonivskiy bridge over the Dni-
pro River as a key resupply route into Kherson.

Ukraine’s armed forces released a clip early Wednesday apparently
showing rocket fire targeting the bridge.

Kyiv has vowed a major counter-offensive to retake the strategic
Kherson region.

Kirill Stremousov, deputy head of the Russian-installed regional
administration, confirmed that the bridge had been hit overnight and
traffic had been halted.

But he sought to downplay the damage, insisting that the attack
will not affect the outcome of the hostilities “in any way.”

“The special military operation is continuing,” Stremousov said in
a video posted on social media, using the Kremlin’s term for Russia’s
intervention in Ukraine.

“Occupiers should learn how to swim across the Dnipro River,”
tweeted Mikhailo Podolyak, an adviser to Ukrainian President Volody-
myr Zelenskyy.

“Or should leave Kherson while it is still possible.”
Ukraine’s bid to oust the Kremlin’s forces has been bolstered by

longer-range Western weapons that have allowed Kyiv to target Rus-
sian supply lines deeper in occupied areas.

                                                       alarabiya

Ukraine targets key
Russian-held bridge in

Kherson

Afghanistan’s major exports
composed of fresh and dry fruits
are mostly exported to India and
Pakistan and the coal utterly to
Pakistan.

According to the source, Af-
ghanistan has been making efforts
to increase its exports to the cen-
tral Asian countries including
Tajikistan, Uzbekistan and Turk-
menistan.

In the meantime, Afghan trad-
ers demanded the IEA to restore
the air corridor and resume ex-
ports to the neighboring China,
Europe and Arab countries.

Afghanistan’s export reached
more than 1 billion U.S. dollars in
the solar year of 1400, according
to media.  The Kabul Times
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JALALABAD: The intelli-
gence forces of the Islamic Emir-
ate of Afghanistan launched offen-
sive on the IS-K hideouts in Nan-
garhar, killing 3 rebels of the group
and arresting 16 others.

Foreign nationals, women and
teenage are among the arrestees.

The mopping-up operation
was carried out on IS-K hideouts
in Majbor Abad area of Jalalabad
city.

During the operation securi-
ty forces sized several lights and
heavy weapons and an amount of
improvised explosive devices.

According to security sourc-
es, the identity of the arrested
people is not clear, so far.

The Kabul Times

3 IS-K fighters
killed, 16

arrested in
Nangahar
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