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Two Palestinians killed in
Israeli raid on occupied

West Bank
Two Palestinians were killed

overnight during an Israeli army
raid in the occupied West Bank
city of Nablus, the Palestinian
health ministry has said.

The ministry on Sunday said
Muhamad Azizi, 25, was killed
by a bullet to the chest, while
Abdul Rahman Jamal Suleiman
Sobh, 28, was shot in the head.

Palestinian news agency Wafa
said Israeli forces stormed al-Yas-
mina neighbourhood in the Old
City of Nablus after midnight and
cordoned off a house before em-
barking on bombing the house with
explosives and gunfire, killing two
Palestinians.

According to the Palestinian
Red Crescent, at least 12 others
were wounded, including one in
serious condition.

A neighbour, Naser Estitya,
60, said he heard gunshots from
inside the house before the Israeli
forces fired heavily at the house.

“They were calling the name
of one person, asking him to sur-
render,” he said.

“Another crime committed by
the occupation forces in the old
city of #Nablus, where martyrs
have fallen and many wounded,”
Hussein al-Sheikh, a senior Pales-

tinian official, said on Twitter.
“We strongly condemn this

crime, and we hold the occupa-
tion responsibility for its reper-
cussions.”

The Israeli army said it was
carrying out an operation in Nab-
lus, without immediately com-
menting on the Palestinian report
of casualties.

In a statement, it said there
were exchanges of fire between
armed suspects and troops that
ended with “neutralising the ter-
rorists inside the house and on its
roof”.

Large crowds gathered for the
funeral processions of both men
in Nablus.

Reporting from the Nablus,
Al Jazeera’s John Holman said
Israeli forces entered the old city
in Nablus and shelled a house
where gunmen were sheltering and
shot dead Palestinian men, both
in their twenties.

“It was announced that both
men were members of the military
wing of Fatah, the Al-Aqsa Mar-
tyrs Brigade. Abdul Rahman was
engaged and had been in Israeli
prisons a couple of years back.
His uncle was also killed by Is-
raeli forces in 2019. Aljazzera

State of emergency, evacuations
after ‘explosive’ California fire

More than 6,000 people liv-
ing outside the Yosemite National
Park in California have been or-
dered to evacuate amid a fast-mov-
ing wildfire as drought and high
temperatures continue to fuel dan-
gerous blazes in the western Unit-
ed States.

Governor Gavin Newsom on
Saturday declared a state of emer-
gency in Mariposa County as the
Oak fire, which began a day earli-

er, spread over 4,800 hectares
(11,900 acres).

That came as firefighters were
making progress on a separate
blaze – the Washburn fire – inside
Yosemite that had threatened a
grove of cherished ancient giant
sequoia trees.

The Oak fire was the largest
so far this year in the state, and
comes amid a particularly active
wildfire season, which scientists

say has become increasingly more
destructive over the last 30 years
due to climate change.

More than 400 firefighters
were battling the latest California
fire, using helicopters, other air-
craft and bulldozers to bring the
flames under control.

“Explosive fire behavior is
challenging firefighters,” Cal Fire,
the state fire agency, said in a
statement Saturday.

Module launch brings China
closer to space station goal

China has launched the sec-
ond of the three main modules
that will make up its planned
space station, bringing Beijing a
step closer to meeting the ambi-
tious goal of having the orbiting
outpost fully operational by the
end of the year.

The 23-tonne laboratory
module – called Wentian, which
means “quest for the heavens” –
was carried into space by China’s
most powerful rocket, the Long
March 5B, following a 2:22pm
(6:22 GMT) launch aired live on
the state broadcaster CCTV on
Sunday.

The rocket took off from the
Wenchang Space Launch Center
on the southern island of Hainan,
with CCTV reporting 30 minutes
later that the launch was “a com-
plete success”.

The lift-off comes after

Beijing sent into orbit the first
module of its space station in
April 2021.

The new module, about 18
metres (60 feet) long, will still
need to dock with the module al-
ready in space.

If that is successful, the third
and final module is scheduled to
launch in October, with officials
hoping the space station – named
Tiangong, which means “heaven-
ly palace” – will be operational
by the end of the year.

China’s plans for its heavily
promoted “space dream”, which
seeks to catch up with the United
States and Russia, have been put
into overdrive under President Xi
Jinping.

The space station’s comple-
tion is set to coincide with the
Chinese leader marking 10 years
in power.

It described the Oak fire’s ac-
tivity as “extreme with frequent
runs, spot fires and group torch-
ing”.

By Saturday morning, the
blaze had consumed 10 residen-
tial and commercial structures,
damaged five others and was
threatening 2,000 more structures,
Cal Fire said.

The blaze prompted numer-
ous road closures.

“The fire is moving quickly.
This fire was throwing embers out
in front of itself for up to 2 miles
[3km] yesterday,” said Daniel
Patterson, a spokesman for the
Sierra National Forest.

US politics, Canada’s multi-
culturalism, South America's geo-
political rise—we bring you the
stories that matter.

The cause of the fire was un-
der investigation.

There have been a total of
37,774 wildfires in the US this
year, covering about 2.24 million
hectares (5.5 million acres), the
highest number in both categories
since 2012, according to the Na-
tional Interagency Fire Center.

As of Saturday, there were 95
active fires, covering about
913,400 hectares (2.26 million
acres) in 15 US states. Aljzeera

China has been excluded from
the International Space Station
since 2011, when the US banned
NASA, one of five space agencies
participating in the project, from
engaging with the country.

Still , China’s space pro-
gramme has made strides in recent
years, sending probes to the moon,
where Beijing plans to build a base,
and last year landing a rover on
Mars.

The module launched on Sun-
day has three sleeping areas, as
well as a space for scientific ex-
periments. It will serve as the main
exit-entry point for extravehicu-
lar activities when the station is
completed.

The launch was unmanned,
although three Chinese taikonauts
are currently on board the already
orbiting portion of the space sta-
tion.

Ukraine war: Kyiv's forces
moving towards occupied

Kherson - Zelensky
Ukraine's President Volody-

myr Zelensky says his forces are
advancing "step by step" on the
occupied southern city of Kher-
son.

The city fell to Russia in the
opening days of the war and sits
on a strategic location west of the
Dnipro river.

On Saturday, UK defence of-
ficials reported heavy fighting
near Kherson.

The Ukrainian advance meant
that Russian supply lines west of
the river were "increasingly at
risk", according to their assess-
ment.

Earlier this month, Ukraine's
Deputy Prime Minster Iryna
Vereshchuk urged Kherson resi-
dents to evacuate the city as soon
as possible to avoid becoming
trapped in the city during a coun-
teroffensive in southern Ukraine.

"It is necessary to do so for
the Armed Forces of Ukraine not
to endanger the civilian popula-
tion during offensive operations,"
she told state TV.

Kyiv's forces have been tar-
geting river crossings in the region
in an effort to stretch Russia's
supply lines. On Saturday, an ar-
tillery strike hit the Daryivskyi

bridge across the Dnipro river.
And on Tuesday, they target-

ed Kherson's Antonivskyi Bridge

- one of only two crossing points

controlled by Russia - with US-

supplied artillery.

Speaking to the state backed

TASS news agency, the deputy

head of the Russian backed Kher-

son administration admitted that

if the strikes continue the bridge

could collapse.

UK officials have previously

described the Antonivskyi Bridge

as a "key vulnerability" for Rus-

sian forces and on Saturday said

if "crossings were denied, and

Russian forces in occupied Kher-

son cut off, it would be a signifi-

cant military and political setback

for Russia".

"Every bridge is a weak point

for logistics and our armed forces

are skilfully destroying the ene-

my system," Serhiy Khlan, an

adviser to Kherson's governor,

wrote on Facebook. "This is not

yet the liberation of Kherson, but

a serious preparatory step in that

direction."

Meanwhile, a senior defence

adviser to Mr Zelensky claimed

that around 1,000 Russian troops

in the region have been encircled

by Ukrainian forces.

Oleksiy Arestovych said the

Russians had been caught in a "tac-

tical encirclement" near the village

of Vysokopillya in Kherson

oblast. The BBC has not indepen-

dently verified this claim.

Russia captured Kherson

with relatively little resistance

early in the war, and the failure of

Ukraine's security service (SBU)

to destroy crossing points over

the Dnipro before fleeing the city

is believed to have led to Mr Ze-

lensky's dismissal of the agency's

director Ivan Bakanov on Mon-

day. BBC
From P3

Afghans, as aid distributors
and recipients, have been critical
of large-scale distributions, which
they say are usually poorly run
and create the opportunity for
fraud and corruption at all levels.

Khalid says initially the Min-
istry of Information and Culture
did ask for a representative to
come to the ministry for question-
ing, but he said the authorities
quickly changed their stance to
one of appreciation and support,
“they said that this operation
needs to scale.”

But some people fear that
Aseel’s efficiency and good work
is actually creating a situation
wherein the government can pass
off some of its responsibilities to
NGOs and private companies,
rather than coming up with their
own mechanisms.

Safiullah Taye, an Afghan ac-
ademic whose work focused on
subnational aid allocation in Af-
ghanistan between 2002-2018,
says the actual responsibility of
responding to disasters and emer-
gency situations lies solely with a
nation’s government.

“Despite its noble intentions,
an app should not be seen as a
replacement for the responsibili-
ty of a government” to provide
for its people, Taye told Al
Jazeera.

Taye also worries that Aseel
and other potential apps may lack
the tools and capabilities to scale
up at a time when 22 million peo-
ple are at risk of starvation, “It is
really hard to see how this app
could take the load that even small-
er NGOs carry … Aseel can be

efficient with smaller parcels, but
given what the demand is, Aseel
would have to operate as a major
business enterprise” to reach all
the people in need.

But Khalid does not think the
solution lies in agencies such as
the United Nations.

Since no country currently
recognises the Taliban’s Islamic
Emirate as the official government
of Afghanistan, the UN has been
put in charge of transferring inter-
national aid to other foreign and
local NGOs, which aid workers
say has made their work much
more difficult.

Khalid said the UN relies on
an “old mentality and operational
methods” to deal with the enor-
mous humanitarian crisis that has
been caused by the sanctions.

Since the UN is the sole source
of aid contracts in the country, it
places an inordinate amount of
power in the hands of a bloated,
archaic institution that Khalid
says does not understand how to
properly work at a local level.

One worker at an internation-
al aid agency said the UN’s terms
for funding are not only unrealis-
tic but make it more difficult for
aid agencies to engage with small-
er local organisations, including
female-led ones.

“They say they want us to
work more with women-led
NGOs, but they have these ridic-
ulous standards that many really
local organisations can’t meet.
How many small women or
youth-led organisations in Lagh-
man [province] have a finance
team that is compliant with some

specific accounting standard,” said
the aid worker, whose work does
not allow them to be identified.

The aid worker said the se-
verity of these guidelines leads to
a situation where the NGOs of
former politicians and business-
men often accused of corruption
and fraud are the only ones that
would qualify.

Though criticism of the UN
is nothing new in Afghanistan,
there are others who have reser-
vations about adopting Silicon
Valley-type methods of aid in de-
veloping countries. Academic
Taye says while Aseel is provid-
ing a much-needed service, there
are still questions about regula-
tion.

“In theory, the more apps, the
more options and people around
the world can donate to whatever
cause they want, but this also
could mean very little monitoring,
protection and accountability.”

This lack of monitoring is
where Taye says the UN could
have an upper hand on apps like
Aseel, “the UN is no saint, but
there are more checks and balanc-
es to how it operates” in general.

Turning a traditional aid mod-
el on its head

Usually, local NGOs rely
heavily on foreign embassies, in-
ternational organisations and the
UN, but Khalid, a former World
Bank worker himself, has turned
the traditional models of aid work
in Afghanistan on its head, rely-
ing entirely on donations made by
individual users on the app, for
their distributions.

How one mobile app is
helping...


