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Russia’s Putin warns Europe gas
deliveries could keep dwindling

Russian President Vladimir
Putin has said the flow of Rus-
sian natural gas to European cus-
tomers has dwindled due to the
West’s own fault and warned that
it could continue ebbing.

Putin’s statement on Tuesday
further cranked up pressure on the
European Union, which fears
Russia could cut off gas to wreak
economic and political havoc in

Europe in the winter. On Wednes-
day, the bloc will outline emer-
gency plans to reduce gas demand
within months, warning countries
that without deep cuts now they
could struggle for fuel during win-
ter if Russia cuts off deliveries.

Speaking to Russian report-
ers in Tehran, where he attended
the talks with the leaders of Iran
and Turkey, Putin said the amount

of gas pumped through the Nord
Stream pipeline to Germany will
fall further from 60 million to about
30 million cubic metres a day, or
about one-fifth of its capacity, if
a turbine is not quickly replaced.

He said there were five gas
pumping units, operated by Sie-
mens Energy at Nord Stream 1,
while one more unit was out of

order due to “crumbling of inside
lining”.

Nord Stream 1, which runs on
the bed of the Baltic Sea to Ger-
many, has been in focus since
Russia sent troops to Ukraine on
February 24 in what Moscow
describes as a “special military
operation”.

Putin added that Russia could
launch the recently completed
Nord Stream 2 pipeline that has
never entered service, but noted
that it would only have half of its
designated capacity because the
rest has been used for domestic
needs.

The Russian leader also
warned the West that its plan to
cap the prices of Russian oil as
part of its sanctions over Ukraine
will destabilise the global oil mar-
ket and make prices soar.

“We are hearing some crazy
ideas about restricting the vol-
umes of Russian oil and capping
the Russian oil price,” he said.
“The result will be the same — a
rise in prices. Prices will skyrock-
et.”

Since Russian troops rolled
into Ukraine in February, the EU
has approved bans on Russian
coal and most oil to take effect
later this year but did not include
natural gas because the 27-nation
bloc depends on it to power fac-
tories, generate electricity and heat
homes.

However, Gazprom, the
state-controlled natural gas giant,
reduced gas deliveries through the
Nord Stream 1 pipeline to Ger-
many by 60 percent last month,
citing technical problems after a
turbine that Siemens sent to Can-
ada for overhaul could not be re-
turned because of sanctions.

Canada and Germany made a
deal to return the turbine, but Pu-
tin said on Tuesday that Gazprom
still has not received the relevant
documents. The Russian presi-
dent said Gazprom was to shut
another turbine for repairs in late
July, and if the one that was sent
to Canada was not returned by
that time, the flow of gas will ebb
even more. Aljazeera

China says US patrols raise
tensions in Taiwan Strait

China’s Ministry of Defence
has accused the United States of
taking “security risks” and dis-
rupting the stability of the Tai-
wan Strait when it sailed a guid-
ed-missile destroyer through the
waterway earlier this week.

Colonel Shi Yi, a spokesper-
son for the People’s Liberation
Army Eastern Theatre Command,

said in a statement on Wednesday
that China had tracked the USS
Benfold from the US 7th Fleet
from the sea and the sky during
its trip on Tuesday.

The US regularly sends naval
patrols through the 180km-wide
Taiwan Strait to assert interna-
tional law on the freedom of nav-
igation and to show support for

Taiwan, a self-ruled democracy
claimed by China.

Under the UN Convention on
the Law of the Sea, a nation’s sov-
ereign territorial waters extend 12
nautical miles (22.2km) from the
coastline.

China claims both the Strait’s
waters off its coastline and those
off Taiwan. In recent years, it has

moved to define the entire water-
way as its territorial waters.

The US 7th Fleet said its ex-
ercise on Tuesday was conducted
“in accordance with international
law” and “through a corridor in
the Strait that is beyond the terri-
torial sea of any coastal state” in a
tacit reference to China.

Both sides exchanged similar
barbs last week when the USS
Benfold sailed close to the Parcel
Islands in the South China Sea in
a separate “freedom of navigation
exercise”.

Some of the archipelago’s
small islands are occupied by Chi-
na, but they are also claimed by
Vietnam and Taiwan.

China also claims much of the
South China Sea, parts of which
are also claimed by Vietnam, Tai-
wan, Malaysia, Brunei and the
Philippines.

Meanwhile, a vast six-week
regional military exercise led by
the US Navy also hit the halfway
mark this week, according to the
US Naval Institute.

The Rim of the Pacific exer-
cise, also known as RIMPAC, in-
volves 14 countries this year, in-
cluding South Korea, Australia and
Japan.

Aljazeera

Sri Lanka’s
parliament
elects Ranil

Wickremesinghe

as next
president

Sri Lankan lawmakers voted
acting President Ranil Wickre-
mesinghe as the new president on
Wednesday, hoping he would pull
the country out of a crippling eco-
nomic and political crisis.

“Ranil Wickremesinghe has
been elected as the eighth execu-
tive president under the constitu-
tion,” the secretary general of par-
liament said after counting fin-
ished.

The win for Wickremesinghe,
opposed by many ordinary Sri
Lankans, could lead to more dem-
onstrations by people furious
with the ruling elite after months
of severe shortages of fuel, food
and medicines, several protesters
have said.

The other main candidate, rul-
ing party lawmaker Dullas Ala-
happeruma, was more acceptable
to the protesters and the opposi-
tion but did not have any top-lev-
el governance experience in a coun-
try with barely any dollars for
imports and desperately in need
of an IMF bailout.

The 225-member parliament
gave 134 votes to Wickremesing-
he and 82 to Alahapperuma. A
third candidate, Anura Kumara
Dissanayaka, got just three votes.

Heatwave: Records fall as extreme

heat bakes Western Europe
Heat records tumbled and fire-

fighters faced new blazes as much
of Western Europe baked in a gru-
elling heatwave.

The UK, normally used to
milder climates, saw temperatures
of more than 40C (104F) for the
first time.

Germany saw its hottest day
of the year so far while Portugal
raised its death toll after days of
excess heat.

Deadly wildfires have swept
the continent. The UN's World
Meteorological Organization
(WMO) warned there was worse
to come.

Heatwaves have become more
frequent and more intense, and last
longer because of human-induced
climate change.

"In the future these kinds of
heatwaves are going to be normal,
and we will see even stronger ex-
tremes," WMO chief Peterri
Taalas said.

In addition to record temper-
atures in the UK, several fire ser-
vices declared major incidents af-
ter a surge in fires.

A major blaze in Wennington,
east London, set homes alight.
Residents who had to be evacuat-

ed told the BBC that some eight
homes and possibly a local church
had been destroyed in the fire,
while a firefighter at the scene de-
scribed it as "absolute hell".

In France, 64 different areas
registered record-high tempera-
tures on Monday.

Although the all-time high for
mainland France has not been
topped, the south-west of the
country has experienced its big-
gest wildfires in more than 30
years. Since 12 July, fires have
engulfed more than 20,300 hect-
ares (49,400 acres) of the wine-
growing Gironde region.

Nearly 37,000 people had to
be evacuated from their homes.

Cooler weather has now re-
turned to the UK and France.

Weather warnings are still in
place in Germany as the heatwave
continues to move north and east.

On Tuesday, the country ex-
perienced its hottest day of 2022.
The national weather service re-
corded 39.5C in the western city
of Duisburg. The Netherlands also
reached the same high of 39.5C in
Maastricht, forecasters said.

Temperatures in Portugal have
decreased significantly. However,

more than 1,000 heatwave-relat-
ed deaths have been recorded since
last week.

Wildfires have become a com-
mon consequence of these extreme
temperatures across Europe.

Central and north-western
Spain has also been ravaged by
wildfires.

The Copernicus monitoring
service - part of the EU's Earth
observation programme - said to-
tal carbon emissions from wild-
fires between June and July are
the highest seen in Spain for the
period since 2003.

In Greece, a wildfire fuelled
by gale-force winds raged on the
mountainous region of Penteli,
near Athens. It has damaged homes
and and prompted local authori-
ties to evacuate at least four areas
and a hospital.

Forecasters in Italy are warn-
ing of temperatures as high as 40-
42C between Wednesday and Fri-
day.

Several wildfires have already
been reported in the country, and
blazes that broke out on Monday
evening in Tuscany were still rag-
ing on Tuesday afternoon.

BBC

Authorities in south
China city apologise over

COVID-19 break-ins
Authorities in southern Chi-

na have apologised for breaking
into the homes of people who had
been taken to a quarantine hotel
in the latest example of heavy-
handed virus-prevention mea-
sures that have sparked a rare
public backlash.

State media said that officers
had forced their way into 84
homes in an apartment complex
in Guangzhou city’s Liwan dis-
trict in an effort to find any “close
contacts” hiding inside and disin-
fect the rooms.

The Liwan district govern-
ment apologised on Monday for
such “oversimplified and violent”
behaviour, the paper said. An in-
vestigation has been launched and
“relevant people” will be severe-
ly punished, it added.

China’s leadership has main-
tained its “zero-COVID” strate-
gy despite the disruption to the
lives of residents who are subject-
ed to regular testing and quaran-
tines, and mounting economic
costs.

Numerous cases of police and
health workers breaking into
homes around China in the name
of anti-COVID-19 measures have
been documented on social media.
In some, doors have been broken
down and residents threatened
with punishment, even when they
tested negative for the virus. Au-

thorities have demanded keys to
lock in residents of apartment
buildings where cases have been
detected, steel barriers have been
erected to prevent them from leav-
ing their compounds and iron bars
welded over doors.

China’s Communist leaders
exert stringent control over the
government, police and levers of
social control. Most citizens are
inured to a lack of privacy and
restrictions on free speech and the
right to assembly.

However, the strict anti-COV-
ID-19 measures have tested that
tolerance, particularly in Shang-
hai, where a ruthless and often
chaotic lockdown spurred pro-
tests online and in person among
those unable to access food,
healthcare and basic necessities.

Authorities in Beijing have
taken a gentler approach, con-
cerned with prompting unrest in
the capital ahead of a key party
congress later this year at which
president and party leader Xi Jin-
ping is expected to receive a third
five-year term. A requirement that
only vaccinated people could en-
ter public spaces was swiftly can-
celled last week after city resi-
dents condemned it as having been
announced without warning and
unfair to those who have not had
their shots.


