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President Joe Biden hints the
foreign minister of Saudi Arabia
was not being truthful in his ac-
count of the US leader’s meeting
with the kingdom’s crown prince,
Mohammed bin Salman (MBS).

Biden was referring to com-
ments made by Adel al-Jubeir,
who told Fox News he did not
“hear” the US president tell MBS
that he directly blamed him for
the killing of journalist Jamal
Khashoggi during their discussion
in Jeddah on Friday.

“I didn’t hear that particular
phrase,” al-Jubeir told Fox News
correspondent Alex Hogan in an
interview on Saturday.

“The president mentioned
that the US is committed to hu-
man rights because since the
founding fathers wrote the con-
stitution and he also made the
point that American presidents –
this is part of the agenda of every
American president.”

Upon returning to the White
House early on Sunday after his
four-day Middle East trip, Biden
was asked by reporters if al-
Jubeir was telling the truth in re-
counting his exchange with MBS.
Biden pointedly replied: “No.”

Biden, who visited Saudi Ara-
bia, Israel and the occupied West
Bank in his first trip to the region
as US president, previously told
reporters he brought up Khashog-
gi’s killing at the top of his initial
meeting with the Saudi crown

Biden disputes Saudi minister’s
account of meeting with MBS

prince.
He said he “indicated” to

MBS that he held him “personal-
ly responsible” for the 2018 kill-
ing. He added that MBS repeat-
edly denied responsibility during
their meeting.

Al-Jubeir, in an earlier inter-
view with the Reuters news agen-
cy, said Biden “raised the issue
… and the crown prince respond-
ed that this was a painful episode
for Saudi Arabia and that it was a
terrible mistake”.

The Saudi minister added that
Riyadh has taken steps to pre-
vent similar mistakes in the fu-
ture, while maintaining the long-
held stance that the killing was a
rogue operation that took place
without the knowledge of MBS
or any top officials. The US intel-
ligence community has concluded
that MBS had “approved an op-
eration” to capture or kill
Khashoggi prior to his murder in
the Saudi consulate in Istanbul.

The latest back-and-forth un-
derscores the continued complex-
ity of Biden’s decision to visit
Saudi Arabia, a country he had
promised to isolate in the wake of
Khashoggi’s killing. That was be-
fore rising inflation and sky-high
domestic fuel prices, spurred by
the Russian invasion of Ukraine
in February, pushed Washington
closer to leading oil-producing al-
lies such as Riyadh.

On Saturday, MBS said the

kingdom would increase per day
oil production from 11 million
barrels to 13 million, “after which
the kingdom will not have any
additional capacity to increase
production”.

That came as Washington and
Riyadh, in a joint statement,
pledged to help stabilise global
energy markets.

The Biden administration has
maintained the trip’s main focus
was not oil prices, but to reassure
allies that Washington has not
turned away from the region and
will not leave a power vacuum for
Russia, China or Iran.

It has also emphasised the trip
was meant to support steps to-
wards normalising relations be-
tween Saudi Arabia and Israel,
which included Riyadh opening
its airspace to all civilian carriers,
including flights to and from Isra-
el, on Friday.

Still, it remained unclear if the
modest gains and agreements
reached between Washington and
Riyadh would allay criticism that
the visit represents a backslide for
human rights in the US foreign
policy.

Biden continues to face a cho-
rus of criticism for fist-bumping
MBS upon arriving in Jeddah,
with Washington Post publisher
Fred Ryan saying the gesture
“gave MBS the unwarranted re-
demption he has been desperate-
ly seeking”. aljazeera

A cargo plane carrying hazard-
ous material has crashed in north-
eastern Greece, sending acrid
fumes into the air, local officials
said.

The plane, operated by a
Ukraine-based company, went
down late on Saturday in Paleo-
chori village near the Greek city
of Kavala.

All eight crew members of the
plane died in the accident, Serbia’s
defence minister said on Sunday.

The Antonov An-12 was car-
rying around 11 tonnes of weap-
ons as well as mines to Bangladesh
when it crashed on Saturday night,
Nebojsa Stefanovic said.

Video footage from a local
channel showed signs of impact
on a field and the aircraft in pieces
scattered in a large area.

Local residents reported see-
ing a fireball and hearing explo-
sions for two hours after the
crash.

According to state-run TV, the
army, explosives experts and
Greek Atomic Energy Commis-
sion staff would approach the area
after it is deemed safe as fears of
the toxicity of the unknown cargo
forced them to stay away.

Fire brigade official Marios
Apostolidis told reporters, “Men
from the fire service with special
equipment and measuring instru-
ments approached the point of
impact of the aircraft and had a
close look at the fuselage and oth-
er parts scattered in the fields.”

When the area is deemed se-
cure, the search teams are going to
operate, he added.

As a strong smell emanated
from the crash site, a coordinating
committee made up of municipal,
police and fire service officials
asked inhabitants of the adjoining
areas to take precautions. They
were asked to keep their windows
shut all night and advised not to
leave their homes and to wear
masks.
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Two firefighters were taken to
the hospital early on Sunday with
breathing issues because of the
toxic fumes.

A local man, Giorgos Archon-
topoulos, told state broadcaster
ERT television he felt something
was wrong as soon as he heard
noise from the aircraft.

“At 22:45 [19:45 GMT], I
was surprised by the sound of the
engine of the aircraft,” he said. “I
went outside and saw the engine
on fire.”

Local officials said seven fire
engines had been deployed to the
crash site but that they could not
approach because of the continu-
ing explosions. aljazeera

Cargo plane carrying hazardous
material crashes in Greece

The United Arab Emirates has
established an $186 million (AED
3 billion) fund to support the
space sector, President Sheikh
Mohamed bin Zayed announced
on Sunday.

The Space Fund aims to sup-
port the establishment of new
companies in the sector, to devel-
op the capabilities of the indus-
try in terms of technological de-
velopment, as well as encourage
new national strategic and re-
search projects.

The UAE government also
announced the launch of the ‘Sirb’
national project for radar satel-
lites, including an advanced radar
satellite constellation. In a first for
the UAE, the project aims to pro-
vide continuous, around the clock
data from space in all weather con-
ditions.

The ‘Sirb’ constellation of
SDAR satellites will support ad-
vanced imaging applications, in-
cluding environmental monitoring
and analysis, and will be able to
capture images day and night with-
out being affected by cloud or fog.
This will open up new areas for
practical applications such as: the
detection of oil spills, tracking and
detecting ships, monitoring and
detecting crop yields, border con-
trol, mapping and developing ur-
ban areas, monitoring road traffic,
as well as search and rescue plan-
ning and management.

“The project will contribute
[to the] UAE’s efforts to develop
solutions to climate change, envi-
ronmental sustainability and im-
proved disaster management,” a
statement by the UAE Space
Agency (carried by the UAE me-
dia office), said.

“The platform will contribute
to monitoring the changes that
occur on the planet due to climate
change and help find innovative
solutions for environmental sus-
tainability.”

The move makes it the first
country in the Middle East to de-
velop a constellation of Synthetic
Aperture Radar Satellites.

With plans to explore Venus
within seven years and land on an
asteroid, in addition to launching
a spacecraft into Martian orbit,
the UAE already has the Middle
East’s most ambitious space pro-
gram. alarabiya

UAE launches
$816 mln fund

to support
space sector:

President

With both regimes increasing-
ly isolated on the world stage,
Myanmar’s top general has been
in Moscow to meet senior offi-
cials from Russia’s defence min-
istry, pledging deeper military ties
and cooperation on nuclear ener-
gy.

“They frankly exchanged
views on further promotion of
existing friendly relations and mil-
itary-technological cooperation,”
Myanmar state media reported,
following a meeting between Se-
nior General Min Aung Hlaing and
Russian defence minister Sergei
Shoigu.

Russia has emerged as one of
the most important backers of
Myanmar’s military, which seized
power in a coup in February 2021,
despite a 2020 election victory by
Aung San Suu Kyi’s National
League for Democracy.

The new regime has little in-
ternational legitimacy and has
struggled to control a country that
erupted first in mass protests and
then armed resistance against its
rule.

Even Russia has avoided giv-
ing formal recognition to the mili-
tary as the government of Myan-
mar, agreeing to allow the ambas-
sador appointed by the over-
thrown government to keep his
seat at the United Nations. And
while Min Aung Hlaing has made
multiple trips to Russia since the

Myanmar leader shops for
support, weapons in Moscow

coup, he has not been granted a
much-coveted audience with Pres-
ident Vladimir Putin.

But even as many Western
nations have imposed sanctions
on the military, its leaders and
business interests, Russia and
China have continued arming the
regime, even as it turns its weap-
ons on its own civilians, killing
more than 2,000 people in less
than 18 months.

“The Putin regime is aiding and
abetting the Myanmar military’s
war crimes and crimes against hu-
manity, which it is committing on
a daily basis with total impuni-
ty,” said Khin Ohmar, chairper-
son of human rights organisation
Progressive Voice.

One of the most crucial piec-
es of support has been to the re-
gime’s air force, whose commander
is also part of the delegation in
Russia.

 The military is facing fierce
resistance from newly formed
anti-coup armed groups, known
as the People’s Defence Forces
(PDF), as well as more established
ethnic armed organisations, which
have fought for political autono-
my for decades.

While these allied groups have
surprised many analysts with
their battlefield victories since the
coup, none has warplanes, so the
military’s air dominance gives it a
distinct advantage.

Thousands of firefighters are continuing to battle wildfires in
Portugal, Spain and France, as a heatwave shows no sign of easing.

In northern Portugal, a pilot died when his waterbombing plane
crashed in the Foz Coa area, near the Spanish border.

The Portuguese authorities say at least 238 people have died
from the heat over the past week.

Fires are ravaging areas of France's south-western Gironde re-
gion, where over 12,000 people have been evacuated.

Heatwaves have become more frequent, more intense, and last
longer because of human-induced climate change. The world has al-
ready warmed by about 1.1C since the industrial era began and tem-
peratures will keep rising unless governments around the world make
steep cuts to carbon emissions.

The French weather service has forecast temperatures of up to 41
degrees in parts of the country's south on Sunday and new heat
records are predicted for Monday.

Late on Saturday the country placed 22 more regional depart-
ments mostly along its Atlantic coast on high orange alert.

Interior Minister Gerald Darmanin said fires had so far burned
10,000 hectares (25,000 acres) of land and praised firefighters' "re-
markable courage".

Christophe Nader and his son-in-law spoke to the BBC at a
shelter near Teste-de-Buch, having been forced to abandoned their
house in the village of Cazaux with nothing more than the clothes
they were wearing. He told the BBC he was hoping to get back there
to rescue their cat. Hundreds of people from the danger zone are at
the temporary shelter, which has provided beds. bbc

Europe heatwave:
Deadly wildfires spread

in Mediterranean

It is a hot afternoon at Galle
Face Green, the epicentre of Sri
Lanka's fledgling protest move-
ment. Above the sea of tents at
the protest village floats the voice
of a woman, singing her unique
take on a Queen song.

For months, these protesters
have been at the forefront of the
millions-strong Aragalaya move-
ment - named after the Sinhalese
word for "struggle" - calling for
the resignation of reviled presi-
dent Gotabaya Rajapaksa.

Sri Lankans hold him and his
elder brother, former president
Mahinda, chiefly responsible for
their country's economic ruin.

Defying all expectations, the
protesters have won a victory.
Last week Gota, as he is popular-
ly known, quit and fled.

But now comes the hard part:
grappling with the political after-
math of Mr Rajapaksa's departure
and making some very difficult
decisions.

With Mr Rajapaksa gone, pro-
testers have turned their sights on
Ranil Wickremesinghe, the unpop-
ular former prime minister.

He is seen as someone with
close ties with the Rajapaksas, a
powerful dynasty that ruled Sri
Lanka for nearly two decades.

As the current acting presi-
dent, he has little legitimacy in the
eyes of the people. Mr Wickre-
mesinghe failed in past presiden-
tial campaigns and lost his own
seat in parliament in 2020. He is
seen as having got the top post
by sheer circumstance, after Mr
Rajapaksa appointed him caretak-
er leader while making his hasty
exit.

Last Wednesday, thousands of
Sri Lankans stormed the prime
minister's office. At Galle Face
Green, where the slogan "Gota
Go Home" has dominated for
months, the refrain is morphing
to "Ranil Go Home". bbc

The hard
choices Sri

Lankans must
make now


