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China issues heat warnings as
temperatures top 40C

China is battling another round
of extreme heat as nearly 70 cities
issued “red” heatwave alerts – the
highest level on the scale – as tem-

peratures soared to 40C (104F)
this week.

n Shanghai, the country’s big-
gest city where some residents are

already subjected to daily COV-
ID-19 tests and localised lock-
downs loom, officials warned
people to prepare for hot weath-

er and the danger of heat stroke.
Hazmat-suited health work-

ers have been spotted at the city’s
outdoor testing centres resting
their feet on ice as mass daily test-
ing continues.

“The heat is suffocating right
now in Shanghai. Our compound
is on lockdown, so I don’t know
what it’s like on the street, but
it’s a brutal shock when we open
the door to go outside daily for
PCR tests,” Blake Stone-Banks,
a foreign resident of Shanghai, told
Al Jazeera.

“Earlier this week one of the
people conducting PCR tests at
our compound fainted in the heat.
These people are covered in PPE
in 40 degrees Celsius, high-humid-
ity heat. It’s uncomfortable in a
T-shirt, and I can’t begin to imag-
ine what that feels like under
PPE.”

Shanghai summers can be hot
and steamy, but this year’s tem-
peratures have been extraordinary.

City temperatures already hit
40C (104F) on Sunday, the earli-
est date on record, and more are
expected this week. Shanghai has
only seen 15 days over 40C
(104F) since records began in
1873, according to state news
agency Xinhua.

In central China’s Chongqing
province, three days of tempera-
tures over 40C (104F) are blamed
for the collapse of the roof at one
café while elsewhere, photos of
shattered windowpanes and bus
stations were shared on social
media.

In Sichuan province, home to
China’s famed pandas, zoos post-
ed photos of the black and white
bears hugging blocks of ice — just
one provision to cool animals
kept in outdoor enclosures.

Elsewhere in China, roads
buckled in Jiangxi province under
the intense heat.

Aljazeera

Joe Biden on way to Middle East
on first trip as US president

Joe Biden is on his way to
the Middle East on his first vis-
it to the region as president of
the United States, with Israel
as his first stop.

Biden is due to make brief
remarks on Wednesday at an
arrival ceremony, before receiv-
ing a briefing from Israeli de-
fence officials on the US-sup-
ported Iron Dome system and
a new laser-enabled system
called Iron Beam.

He will also pay his re-
spects at Yad Vashem, Israel’s
memorial to Holocaust victims
of World War II.

The US leader will spend
two days in Jerusalem on talks
with Israeli leaders, including
interim Prime Minister Yair
Lapid and former Prime Minis-
ter Benjamin Netanyahu, be-
fore meeting Palestinian Au-
thority (PA) President Mah-
moud Abbas on Friday in the
occupied West Bank.

He will then take an unprec-
edented direct flight from Isra-
el to Jeddah, Saudi Arabia – as
the kingdom does not recogn-
ise Israel’s existence – for talks
with Saudi officials and to at-
tend a summit of Gulf allies.

Israel, which is mired in po-
litical gridlock before a Novem-
ber 1 election, says it is raising
1,000 flags across Jerusalem to
welcome the US leader, who

has not reversed former Presi-
dent Donald Trump’s contro-
versial decision to recognise
the city as the capital of Israel.

Palestinians see occupied
East Jerusalem as their capital
and, before the visit, have ac-
cused Biden of failing to make
good on his pledge to restore
the US as an honest broker in
the conflict.

“We only hear empty
words and no results,” said
Jibril Rajoub, a leader of Ab-
bas’s Fatah movement.

Biden will meet Abbas in
the occupied West Bank city
of Bethlehem on Friday, but
there is no expectation of bold
announcements towards a
fresh peace process, meaning
the visit may merely deepen
Palestinian frustration.

“The PA is continuing to
bet on the Americans and the
delusion that Biden’s visit will
present something to the Pal-
estinians,” Palestinian political
and civil society leader Khali-
da Jarrar told Al Jazeera.

“This ensures that there is
a large rift between the Pales-
tinian people and their aspira-
tions, and the actions of their
leadership.”

The talks will mark the
highest level of face-to-face
contact between US and Pal-
estinian officials since Trump

adopted a number of policies
in favour of Israel after taking
office in 2017.

US-Palestinian ties have
also been strained recently by
the killing in May of Al Jazeera
reporter Shireen Abu Akleh, a
Palestinian American. The vet-
eran reporter was shot by Is-
raeli forces while reporting on
Israeli raids in Jenin.

The United Nations has
concluded Abu Akleh was
killed by Israeli fire, something
a Washington review found
was likely but said there was
no evidence the killing was in-
tentional.

Abu Akleh’s family has
voiced “outrage” over the
Biden administration’s “abject
response” to her killing and
accused the US of providing
impunity for Israel. They have
asked to meet Biden during his
trip but the White House has
not commented on the request.

Meanwhile, four US Sena-
tors have sent a letter to Sec-
retary of State Anthony
Blinken, demanding answers
about the review of the killing
of Abu Akleh.

Democratic Senators Chris
Van Hollen, Chris Murphy,
Patrick Leahy and Dick Durbin
said the review did not live up
to Blinken’s call for an indepen-
dent and credible investigation.

Tourists
evacuated as

wildfires burn
1,500 hectares
in southwest

France
Airborne firefighters and hun-

dreds of emergency crew battled
on Wednesday to bring under con-
trol wildfires in southwestern
France, which have already burnt
around 1,500 hectares and
prompted the evacuation of thou-
sands of tourists.

“Four aircraft and a lot of fire-
fighters are mobilized with help
coming from neighboring depart-
ments,” said the local authority
for the Gironde department,
which has been affected by the
fires.

France, already hit by several
wildfires over the last few weeks,
is suffering -- like the rest of Eu-
rope -- from a second heatwave in
as many months,

The biggest of the two Gi-
ronde fires is located around the
town of Landiras, south of Bor-
deaux, where roads have been
closed and hundreds of people
evacuated, with the blaze having
already burnt more than 1,000
hectares.

The other one is along the
Atlantic Coast, close to the iconic
“Dune du Pilat” -- the tallest sand
dune in Europe -- located in the
Arcachon Bay area, where 6,000
people from surrounding camp-
sites have been evacuated.

Alarabiya

Sri Lankan PM Wickremesinghe
appointed as acting president

Sri Lankan Prime Minister
Ranil Wickremesinghe was ap-
pointed to be acting president as
incumbent Gotabaya Rajapaksa
was overseas, the parliamentary
Speaker announced Wednesday as
thousands of protesters demand-
ed both men step down.

“Because of his absence from
the country, President Rajapaksa
told me that he has appointed the
prime minister to act as the pres-
ident in line with the constitu-
tion,” Mahinda Yapa Abeyward-
ana said in a brief televised state-
ment.

Crisis-hit Sri Lanka declared
an indefinite nationwide state of
emergency on Wednesday, hours
after President Gotabaya Rajapak-
sa fled the country, the prime min-
ister’s office said.

“Since the president is out of
the country, an emergency has
been declared to deal with the sit-
uation in the country,” Dinouk
Colombage, spokesman for Prime
Minister Ranil Wickremesinghe,
told AFP.

Police said they were also
imposing an indefinite curfew
across the Western Province,
which includes the capital Colom-
bo, to contain growing protests
after Rajapaksa flew to the
Maldives in a military aircraft.

Thousands of demonstrators
had mobbed the premier’s office,
prompting police to fire tear gas
to hold them back from overrun-
ning the compound. Alarabiya

Ukraine claims arms depot attack in
occupied Kherson with Himars rockets

Ukraine's military says it has
destroyed a Russian ammunition
depot in the southern city of Nova
Kakhovka, killing dozens of sol-
diers, in an attack apparently in-
volving US-supplied missiles.

However, Russian occupation
officials say homes and ware-
houses were hit, leaving seven
dead and up to 80 hurt.

It was not possible to verify
the extent of damage or casualties.

Ukrainian presidential aide
Mykhaylo Podolyak attributed
the attack to the US-supplied Hi-
mars multiple rocket launcher and
spoke of a "reality collision" for
the world's "second army". A
Russian-installed official in the
southern Kherson region, Kateri-
na Gubareva, accused Ukraine of
bombing "peaceful cities with
American weapons".

Himars is far more accurate
than Russia's equivalent systems
and is already being credited with
a string of recent attacks deep into
Russian-held territory.

Large areas of the Kherson
region were seized by the Rus-
sians in the first weeks of the in-
vasion, but Ukrainian forces have
launched a counter-offensive while
Russia has focused on its military
push into Ukrainian territory in
the east. Kyiv has urged residents
to leave the area to escape the
counter-attack.

Russian-appointed officials
made no mention of an arms de-
pot being hit but said instead that
warehouses containing the miner-
al fertiliser saltpetre had explod-
ed - a claim ridiculed by Ukraini-
an officials. Vladimir Leontyev,

who was put in charge of the Kher-
son region, told the Russian Tass
news agency that dozens of resi-
dents had been left homeless and
the city significantly damaged.
Another Russian-backed official,
Kirill Stremousov, said seven peo-
ple were still listed as missing.

Details of who was caught up
in the explosions were unclear, but
Ukrainian military officials said
more than 50 Russian soldiers
were killed and military hardware
destroyed. A spokesman in Ode-
sa, Serhiy Bratchuk, said Nova
Kakhovka was now "minus" its
ammunition depot.

While Russian claims of dam-
age to civilian buildings could not
be confirmed, both sides agreed a
Himars launcher had played a part
in the attack. The first M142 High
Mobility Artillery Rocket Sys-
tems (Himars) arrived in Ukraine
at the end of June and were imme-
diately linked to explosions at

Russian ammunition depots and
command centres as far as 70km
from the front line.

Russian TV said Monday
night's attack was so powerful that
windows within a 2km-radius
(1.25 miles) had blown out, flats
had been destroyed, and hospi-
tals and a market damaged. Rus-
sia has regularly accused Ukraine
of targeting its own civilians.

The Russian Ria Novosti
agency published footage of what
it said was damaged warehouses
from a humanitarian aid centre.
Ukrainian local official Serhiy
Khlan rejected as propaganda
Russian claims that a hospital and
residential buildings had been de-
stroyed.

Mr Khlan appealed to resi-
dents to avoid the areas under at-
tack, asserting that those whose
windows had been blown out
were happy as they realised Ukrai-
nian forces were close. BBC

Macron's government sees first
defeat in French parliament

France’s government has
suffered its first defeat in parlia-
ment after President Emmanuel
Macron’s ruling party lost its
majority in elections last month.

The National Assembly re-
jected a proposal on Tuesday
night to give the government
powers to demand travelers
show proof of vaccination or a
negative Covid-19 test when en-
tering France.

The defeat by 219 votes to
195 saw all the major opposi-
tion parties -- the far-right Na-
tional Rally (RN), the hard left
LFI, and rightwing Republicans
(LR) -- unite against the minori-
ty government.

“The circumstances oblige

the government to listen to oppo-
sition parties which at the mo-
ment it has a few difficulties in
doing,” top Republicans MP Oliv-
ier Marleix told Sud Radio on
Wednesday morning.

Prime Minister Elisabeth
Borne condemned the obstruction
and allies sought to stress how the
so-called “extremes” -- the far-
right and hard-left -- had teamed
up together.

“Clear collusion between the
extremes, each one applauding the
other,” MP Maud Bregeon from
Macron's Republic on the Move
wrote on Twitter alongside a vid-
eo.  Fellow ruling party Remy
Rebeyrotte criticized “an atmo-
sphere like a football match” dur-

ing the debate where speakers
were routinely shouted down.

The most senior MP in the
hard-left LFI party, Mathilde
Panot, referred to ruling party
MPs as “Playmobils” -- an in-
sult comparing them to inani-
mate toys.

Despite the setback on the
border controls, a wider bill to
tackle the seventh wave of Cov-
id-19 infections passed the as-
sembly with 221 votes in favor
and 187 against.

After being re-elected to a
second term in April, Macron
saw his ability to push through
domestic reforms severely cur-
tailed by the setback in June’s
parliamentary election.


