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Up to 90% of Afghan people
are below the poverty line.

The instability of domestic
currency against the U.S. dollar
was the main reason behind in-
crease in the prices.

Why the related organs are not
paying attention to the basic is-
sues to solve the economic crisis
of the people?

Who should be blamed for the
challenges and what is the way
out?

Even though the people of
Afghanistan enjoy full secure to-
day, they do not have food secu-
rity and this has caused people to
be persistently in poverty day by
day.

The question is why the level
of poverty is widening day by day
even after the return of the Islam-
ic Emirate in power in the coun-
try, and the economy of Afghani-
stan is becoming more fragile com-
pared to the past.

The Ministry of Economy,
which is the only policy-making
administration in the country’s
economic sector, has not yet been
able to evaluate the economic sit-
uation of the people enough as the

people hope.
This ministry says that every-

one knows that poverty in Af-
ghanistan has various factors.

Economic challenges concern people
Unfortunately, during four de-
cades of war and lack of planning
by previous governments, politi-
cal instability, high unemploy-
ment rate, lack of economic and
production infrastructure, exces-
sive reliance on imports and fi-
nancial aid from the international
community, have challenged the
country’s situation and caused
The rate of poverty in the coun-
try has increased.

Abdul Rahman Habib, the
spokesman of the Ministry of
Economy added that according to
the annual of the Central Office
for Statistics, in 2019, the figures
predicted the poverty rate to be
54 percent, but based on the sta-
tistics presented in national and
international reports in 2020.

About 90 percent of the peo-
ple of Afghanistan are under pov-
erty line, the percentage of food
insecurity is about 49 percent, and
the unemployment rate is about
40 to 45 percent. It has been men-
tioned in the reports published
through the offices of international
organizations.

According to the information
of this Ministry, the main mis-

sion of the Ministry of Economy
is to plan and organize the coun-
try’s economic policy, keeping in
mind the current situation and eco-

nomic and social priorities for the
welfare of the people.

The strategic goal of the min-
istry is to create employment, re-
duce poverty, develop and sus-
tain economic growth.

The Ministry of Economic is
working on an economic plan that
is in the final stages and will soon
be sent to the Council of Minis-
ters for approval.

Taking into account these ca-
pacities, the plan focuses on pov-
erty reduction, employment and
economic growth.

In the plan, the focus is more
on attracting humanitarian aid
from the international communi-
ty and transiting from urgent hu-
manitarian aid and stable invest-
ment in infrastructure and region-
al connectivity.

Also giving priority to the
agriculture sector and the mining
industry as the main motive for
job creation and production, mov-
ing towards the import substitu-
tion of items in which Afghani-
stan has an advantage and focus-
ing more on the quality of pro-
cessing and packaging of export
items, and also encouraging do-

mestic and foreign investors by
using it, is one of the legal factor
that most of the ministry empha-
sizes on.

At the same time, the coun-
try’s citizens complain that there
was countrywide security ensured
in the country and there was no
threat to them, so why are they in
a critical economic situation?

According to them, shop-
keepers say they don’t know who
was responsible and blamed for
the fate of the people who are in
need of a loaf of bread day and
night.

Some Kabul citizens in sepa-
rate conversations with The Kab-
ul Times about increase in the pric-
es said that they are now facing
harsher economic problems com-
pared than the past.

Ahmed Jan, a resident of Kut-
e-Sangi, a vicinity south of the
capital Kabul, told the Kabul
Times that, last year, the prices
were reasonable for example, a can
of 5-liter oil was less than 480
Afghanis, now it has reached 1050
Afghan. Also, a kilo of sugar was
40 Afghanis, now it is 70 Afgha-
nis and the price of one bag of
flour has risen to 2,800 Afghanis.

“Currently, flour costs 2,800
Afghani each bag of 50 kilograms
and a bag of rice is 3,200 Afgha-
nis, a kilo of cooking oil of 14kg is
3,050 Afghanis and the same oth-
er needed items,” he said all nec-
essary items have doubled com-
pared to the last one year.

Another Kabul resident,
Atiqullah who is an employee of
the Ministry of Education, said:
“Our salaries have decreased a lot.
I live in rental house, and there are
eight members of my family, I
cannot afford their expenses. I
demand the government of the Is-
lamic Emirate to pay serious at-
tention to the people condition.”

Hamid, a roadside worker also
told The Kabul Times that it was
very difficult to find bread in this
situation.

“I work from dawn to dusk,
looking for a piece of bread. There
is no work. The unemployment
rate is very high. When I failed to
find work, I have to sit next to the
homeless people to find someone
to distribute dry bread for us, oth-
erwise we will return home emp-
ty handed.”

He said that the daily income
of the workers on the road is less
than 100 Afghanis, a money could

be earned by the beggars.
Meanwhile, businesspeople

also said that when they buy
goods in U.S. dollar, they are
forced to change the price or sell
their goods at a high price, so they
shouldn’t be blamed.

Shah Noor, one of the busi-
nessmen said: “We do not raise
the prices. We buy the goods we
import with U.S. dollars.

 The value of the dollar is in-
creasing against domestic curren-
cy every day, as all the people
have witnessed recently.”

“There are those who say that
the value of the U.S. dollar has
risen against Afghani, which
means that the U.S. dollar has its
own fluctuations, and we have to
avoid losses,” he said wishing Af-
ghanistan to be relied on its own
products.

Haji Yaseen, one of the shop-
keepers in the Kabul market, said
unfortunately, the economic situ-
ation is critical all over the world,
especially in Afghanistan, because
Afghanistan is an import country.

According to him, the price of
all commodities, particularly, food
items are different in all the re-
gions and cities of Afghanistan.

The shopkeeper said the pric-
es have decreased by one to two
dollars today compared to the
previous days, and another rea-
son is that four major countries
have waived the tax on food and
fuel for Afghan traders. “These
countries including Uzbekistan,
Kazakhstan, Tajikistan, Turk-
menistan and Russia have exempt-
ed us from taxes.”

At the same time, in Shahr-e-
Naw of Kabul, Kut-e-Sangi, Kart-
e-Naw, the prices of food items
are not the same, there is a differ-
ence of one or two hundred in the
sale of goods, Yaseen said.

The reason is that they are
purchasing from the Kabul Mar-
ket and transferring to the shops
in other areas, so this is the dif-
ference in the prices, he believed.

Manija, another Kabul resi-
dent, says it has been more than
ten months since the price of food
and fuel has increased in Afghani-
stan. She says that today some
people cannot afford to buy even
dry bread, let alone buy flour and
oil with their low incomes.

As the Eid-al-Adha is due to
arrive, the dried fruit that many
people use during these days are

very expensive. In the fruit mar-
kets, the prices are very high, be-
cause rich people are living in the
area. They buy dried fruits at any
price.

I (The Kabul Times reporter)
am in one of the shops in Shah-e-
Naw. “Shah Zaman, the shopkeep-
er, gave me the Chinese price of
dried fruits, with a kilo of almonds
about 3,500, a kilo of pistachios,
1600 Afghanis, raisins 700 Af-
ghani, pea is 500 Afghanis, and
chocolate some 500 Afghanis or
more. Almonds are sold from 500
to 600 Afghanis.

This is to be noted that along
the roads of Kabul, in the areas,
where low-income people can
buy more or less dry fruits for
Eid-al-Adha, the prices are differ-
ent. A kilo of almonds is 1,200
Afghan, pistachio 1,000 Afghanis
and other items the like.

In some butcheries of the cap-
ital, the prices of meat are also
different; a kilogram of meat could
be sold from 480 to 550 Afghani.

Esmat, one of the butchers,
told The Kabul Times that the
price of meat has also changed
since this year.
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Afghanistan State Ministry
for Disaster Management has said
that 1036 people have been mar-
tyred, 3,018 others wounded and
17,816 residential houses have
been destroyed due to a 5.9 mag-
nitude earthquake that struck
southeastern Afghanistan’s Pak-
tika and Khost provinces, espe-
cially remote areas like Giyan,
Barmal, Zherok and Spera dis-
tricts.

Speaking to reporters in a
news conference, Deputy Minin-
ster of the country’s disaster man-
agement Mawlavi Sharafuddin
Muslim said the 5.9 magnitude
earthquake that struck the coun-
try’s southeastern areas have in-
flected huge human and financial
losses.

“Besides first and early steps
taken following the earthquake,
with close cooperation of relevant
disaster management organs par-
ticularly high commission on di-
saster management, national and
international organizations, do-
mestic welfare foundations, local
officials, air forces and mujahidin
the state ministry for disaster
management as a responsible or-
gan has taken urgent and neces-
sary steps towards addressing the
earthquake-affected people and
manage all the first aid services in
the earthquake-hit areas,” Maw-
lavi Muslim said, adding that work-
ing teams of the state ministry for
disaster management have been
seriously instructed to coordinate

Earthquake-hit families receive
foodstuff, cash assistance

resources and aids, which went
well.

He said that provincial direc-
tors for disaster management in
other provinces have been also
instructed to hold meetings of pro-
vincial commissions on disaster
management with supervision of
the governor office to take actions
to address the earthquake-hit peo-
ple and areas.

According to deputy minister
for disaster management, the lead-
ership of the state ministry for
disaster management has paid an
urgent visit to the earthquake-hit
areas to closely see operation
launched for addressing the earth-
quake-hit people in Paktika and
Khost provinces, coordinate and
open distribution of urgent food

and cash assistance to the affect-
ed families in the respective prov-
inces.  “Each martyr family has
received 100,000 afghani and each
wounded family received 50,000
afghani distributed by the officials
of the state ministry for disaster
management,” Mawlavi Muslim
said, adding that the ministry with
close cooperation of national and
international organizations has
distributed foodstuff, non-food
items and cash assistance to
10,000 earthquake-hit families and
the process was going on.

He praised the country’s
Prime Minister, Deputy Prime
Minister, head of high commis-
sion on disaster management, the
country’s air forces and MoD,
MoF, MoPH, MRRD, Afghan red

crescent society, donor countries
as Pakistan, India, Iran, Turkmen-
istan, Uzbekistan, China, Qatar,
UAE and other countries, nation-
al and international organizations
for their support and assistance
to the earthquake-hit people.

According to state ministry
for disaster management, based on
direct instruction of the Islamic
Emirate of Afghanistan (IEA) Su-
preme Leader, a planning center
has been created with direct su-
pervision of deputy minister of
disaster management and member-
ships of ministry of refugees and
repatriation, Afghan red crescent
society and local officials of Pak-
tika and Khost to address the
earthquake-hit families.
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The country’s Ministry of
Public Health (MoPH) has ex-
pressed concern over lack of med-
icine and food items for the earth-
quake-affected people in Khost
and Paktika provinces.

Officials of the Ministry of
Public Health of the Islamic Emir-
ate of Afghanistan called on the
international institutions to in-
crease their assistance, especially
in the health sector for the resi-
dents of the provinces.

Spokesman of the Ministry
of Public Health, Sharaf Zaman
said that some national and inter-
national institutions have provid-
ed assistance and the process is
going on, but most of the residen-
tial houses of the people have been
destroyed they need more assis-
tance than before in order their
lives return to normal.

Nearly one week since the in-
cident, still the residents of the
two provinces complain about
lack of health services.

They say that the hospitals
of these provinces are facing
shortage of health items.

“We have brought our pa-
tients here from Paktika, but there
is no medicine, no x-ray and prop-
er equipment,” one of the victims
said.

Another resident says that
here the hospitals are not
equipped, there is no laboratory,
no equipment for X-ray, and
treatment is impossible here.

At the same time, the World
Health Organization, the Interna-
tional Federation of the Red Cross

MoPH concerns over lack of health
equipment in Khost, Paktika

and the International Organization
for the Protection of Children of
the United Nations announced the
increase in their aids to the health
sector and food for the quake-af-
fected families. The WHO said
that despite all the immediate ef-
forts made by the UN Humani-
tarian Organization, health facili-
ties have been damaged and de-
stroyed. According to the figures,
at least 1,036 people were killed,
more than 1,500 others wounded
and thousands of residential hous-
es have been destroyed in the
deadly earthquake.

However, officials in Khost

province said that the United Arab
Emirate wants to build a mobile
hospital for the treatment of the
victims.

Bahram Musa Director of
Khost Airport said that talks for
building a clinic was going on and
the work was started to build a
mobile clinic as soon as possible.

Meanwhile, head of Afghani-
stan Businessmen Council in the
United Arab Emirates (UAE) said
that an air corridor has been es-
tablished by the UAE in Khost
province to supply that country’s
assistance to the victims.
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