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A number of residents of Kab-
ul city by complaining of increas-
ing price of foods in Kabul mar-
kets say no reduction has been
seen in prices of foods in Kabul
markets despite the dollar’s value
against afghani has not increased.

Shopkeepers say the main rea-
son for increasing the price of
foods in markets is the increase in
price of importing goods.

People say the food prices
were at a peak as dollar value was
high against afghani but now the
dollar value is not that much high,
still people do not see any signif-
icant changes in food prices.

But, Kabul municipality offi-
cials say a prices cap has been is-
sued to prevent from overpricing
of foods in Kabul markets.

People complaining about high
price of foods in Kabul markets

A number of Afghan experts
believe that the price cap issued
by the Kabul municipality is not
implementable as it is set without
negotiations with traders and rel-
evant officials. On the other hand,
the move has been welcomed by
Kabul residents saying such deci-
sions can help keep the prices of
foods stable.

Kabul municipality has issued
e new price cap to somehow con-
trol the prices of the main food
items in Kabul markets.

 Residents of Kabul are call-
ing on the municipality to seri-
ously implement the price cap.
After the IEA takeover, foreign
currencies against afghani in-
creased unprecedentedly, which
has caused increasing prices of

main food items in the country’s
markets. Although the dollar val-
ue against afghani dropped, it
seems that prices of commodities
have not changed in the country.

Increasing prices of all com-
modities and continued poverty
and unemployment in recent
months in the country have creat-
ed lots of challenges for the ordi-
nary people of Afghanistan.

Currently, prices of all com-
modities have increased and cre-
ated concerns among residents of
Kabul city.

Meanwhile, shortage of food
crisis in the world and fighting in
Ukraine have put negative im-
pacts on the prices of food items
in world and Afghanistan markets.
According to economic experts,

last year Russia produced and
delivered 38 metric tons of wheat,
while Ukraine delivered 22 metric
tons of wheat to the world mar-
kets, but now both exports and
the production process of wheat
are facing with challenges due to
fighting in Ukraine.

On the other hand, Afghani-
stan wheat products have signifi-
cantly decreased this year due to
severe drought in the country. In
addition, recent flash floods in
some parts of the country have
harmed agricultural fields in the
country. Based on statistics, Af-
ghanistan needs 7 million metric
tons of wheat annually and has to
import half of them from outside.

Saida Ahmadi

Ministry of Public Work of
the Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan
has started the reconstruction
work on Kandahar – Zabul road.
It says with starting the recon-
struction work on Kabul – Herat
highway, work on the reconstruc-
tion of Kandahar – Zabul road has
been started.

A spokesperson of the minis-
try of public work in an interview
with The Kabul Times correspon-
dent said the Kandahar – Zabul
road would be reconstructed with
the budget provided by the IEA.

“Ministry of Public Work is
planning to contract the rest parts
of the 900kg road with the pri-
vate sector to start reconstruction

Reconstruction work on
Kandahar-Zabul road started

work on it,” said Mawlavi Hamid-
ullah Misbah, the MoPW spokes-
person.

He added that the ministry
was making effort to first com-
plete the incomplete road projects
in the country, saying that recon-
struction work on Kabul – Kan-
dahar and Kandahar – Herat roads
with dozens of bridges have been
among the projects on which re-
construction work was underway.

Reconstruction of Kabul –
Herat and Salang are in top prior-
ities of the ministry of public
work. According to the MoPW
spokesperson, reconstruction
work on Zabul – Kandahar road,
the budget of which has been pro-

vided by the Islamic Emirate of
Afghanistan, has been started and
the work is underway.

Based on information of the
ministry of public work, the re-
maining work on incomplete
projects will be followed by roads
maintenance department of the
ministry.

Pointing to some roads that
have been damaged due to recent
flash floods in the country, Maw-
lavi Hamidulah said the ministry
of public work has been making
effort to first reopen those roads
that have been blocked or dam-
aged due to recent natural inci-
dents and then to reconstruct
them as soon as possible.

“Parts of Kabul – Jalalabad
road that have been washed away
and blocked due to recent flash
floods have been cleaned and re-
opened. Besides, Panjshir,
Nuristan and Paktia roads that
have been also blocked due to the
floods have been now reopened,”
the MoPW spokesperson said,
adding that small bridges that have
been partially damaged due to re-
cent natural incidents have been
now repaired and reopened to
traffic.

Meanwhile, Afghan econo-
mists by pointing to the impor-
tance of roads in Afghanistan say
roads can provide facilities for
people to go from one place to
another; therefore, roads can play
vital role in economic develop-
ment, political, security and soci-
ality stability in the country.

“Undoubtedly having good
roads is considered as one of the
key issues in a country, but un-
fortunately Afghanistan does not
have standard roads and those ex-
isted have been damaged due to
insecurities or natural incidents,”
said Baryalai, an Afghan econom-
ical expert.

He hoped the Islamic Emirate
of Afghanistan (IEA) could allo-
cate budget for the reconstruction
and construction of roads in the
country.

“Although reconstruction of
road requires lots of budget, it is
hoped the IEA can find budget for
construction and reconstruction
of the country’s highways and
roads,” Baryalai said, adding that
the IEA particularly the ministry
of public work should focus much
on construction of ring roads that
are effective for transit of trade
goods.  It is worth mentioning that
roads can play a vital role in
progress and development of a
country as roads can connect cit-
ies and tighten communications
among the people.

Shukria Kohistani

When artisans are uprooted
from their homes — be it through
conflict, persecution or climate
change — they bring their skills
with them. Starting afresh in a new
place can be hard, but a growing
number of enterprises are work-
ing with displaced craftspeople to
produce homewares that are sold
online and in shops, or through
commissions for interior design-
ers.

Sophie Garnier runs online
store Kalinko, specialising in
homewares made by craftspeople
in Myanmar. A group of Chin
weavers, forced to leave their vil-
lages in the country’s western
Rakhine state during the 2019 con-
flict, are working on a set of bold,
woven art panels that go on sale
this September.

Garnier, who has lived in
Yangon for seven years, founded
Kalinko to bring Myanmar’s
crafts to a global audience. She
now sells to 42 different coun-
tries. The country has more than
135 ethnic groups, says Garnier.
“Each has their own weaving tra-
ditions. We wanted to highlight
that”.

The project is in collaboration
with the Turquoise Mountain
Foundation, an NGO initially
founded by Prince Charles to pre-
serve the cultural heritage of Af-
ghanistan. It aims to conserve the
craft heritage of the country but
also provides much-needed income
for the makers who are now living
in camps.

Kalinko is a commercial en-
terprise and needs to turn a prof-
it. However, being conscious of
the potential vulnerability of ref-
ugees to exploitation, Garnier
(who has a full-time administra-
tive staff of nine) places empha-
sis on treating her suppliers fair-
ly. In addition to a comprehen-
sive training programme, makers
are paid $45 a piece.

 Garnier estimates that a
weaving — which will retail for
£90 — takes an average of a week
to complete, earning each weaver
more than twice the national min-
imum wage of 4,800 kyats, or
$2.60 a day.

Based in cities, refugee camps
and volatile regions like Afghani-
stan, workshops such as Kalin-
ko’s offer employment while con-
serving techniques including em-
broidery and glass-blowing that
might be lost during upheaval.

There are human benefits too:
security, renewed morale and a
sense of purpose, says Meherun-
nisa Asad, creative director of Stu-
dio Lél in Peshawar in northern
Pakistan. The workshop opened
30 years ago to employ Afghan
refugees skilled in pietra dura, or
parchin kari — a technique of in-
laid stonework dating back to the
Roman period — fleeing the So-
viet invasion of Afghanistan in late
1979.

The studio has continued to
welcome refugees — including

The artisan refugees
carving out a future

those escaping the Taliban insur-
gency.

“When refugees cross borders
they bring intangible and tangible
parts of their culture with them.
We wanted to keep that alive by
offering them a safe place to work
in,” says Asad, an architect by
training who has previously
worked on conservation projects
for the Aga Khan Foundation.

Asad’s mother Farhana found-
ed the enterprise after coming
across a marble box in a market.
She tracked down its Afghan mak-
er and persuaded him to teach her
the technique in her garage at
home. In a “conservative, patriar-
chal society,” says Asad, her moth-
er could never have been allowed
to learn alongside male students,
or visited a marble factory on her
own.

Lél has operated ever since,
even during the Taliban insurgen-
cy, when bomb blasts would rat-
tle the studio windows. “We all
lost a relative during that time. But
making became part of the healing
mechanism,” she says. Crafts, she
adds, “have the power to recon-
struct identity”.

Its master craftsmen have
trained a new generation of Pash-
tun locals, including women. They
work alongside metal and wood-
workers on furniture and panels
for architects and designers.

Asad encourages makers to
incorporate different techniques
such as French verre églomisé
glass gilding or Chinese cloisonné
enamelling. Some new works ref-
erence Old Masters and Mughal
miniatures. A “zero waste” col-
lection of offcut material suspend-
ed in resin makes creative use of
studio offcuts.

“High-end craft from Paki-
stan doesn’t have an international
presence, I want to change that,”
says Asad, who has also curated a
collection of local design for Ador-
no, an online gallery for emerging
makers.

In 2019, a grant from Karan-

daaz Pakistan (part of the Bill &
Melinda Gates Foundation) fund-
ed research and training.

This June, Lél became the first
Pakistani collective to show at
design fair Salone del Mobile, in
Milan.

Some refugees may not have
worked for years. But what they
don’t want are favours. We’re
about learning and helping them
to integrate

Liz Warner, a former commis-
sioning editor for Channel 4, set
up online store Different Kind to
sell goods with a “positive im-
pact”. “I think buyers are begin-
ning to care more about who made
a product, and in what circum-
stances,” she says.

 It’s no longer “old-fashioned
sympathy shopping which used
to mean compromising on style,”
Warner adds. “These are luxuries
that can also give a livelihood, and
purpose.”

Another project, Love Wel-
comes, offers craft training to fe-
male refugees at a workshop in
Greenwich, London.

Through collaborations with
fashion brands Levi’s and Joseph
— “we think big”, says founder
Abi Hewitt — the 19 employees
have learnt skills like weaving and
quilting.

Textile artist Margo Selby,
whose projects include commis-
sions for the London Transport
Museum and London’s Royal
Opera House, has led workshops
“to finesse techniques”.

The women, from countries
such as Ukraine, Sudan and Af-
ghanistan, earn above the London
Living Wage for the designs, which
are sold online. Refugee Angie
Lansiquot, who was previously
unemployed, joined the team last
year working on mats, tea towels
and other homewares.

 “I now earn enough to live
on and send money to relatives,”
she says.
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KABUL: In the past 20
years, billions of dollars have
poured through foreign countries
and international organizations for
the improvement of the situation
of poor families and poor children
who are the country’s future
builders.

Unfortunately, not only the
problem of poor families, includ-
ing the children, was not solved,
but less attention is paid to the
protection and maintenance of the
country’s future builders.

It was expected that construc-
tive plans and steps would be tak-
en for the education and training
of the destitute children, families
of martyrs and orphans in the cap-

Children situation still
heartbreaking in Afghanistan

ital and provinces of the country.
So that they, along with other

children of the country continue
their education and avoid begging
and hard work, so that in the fu-
ture they will be among the schol-
ars and experts of the country.

From now on, there should be
no shortages in terms of their ed-
ucation and upbringing as regret-
fully, decades of war and crisis in
the country prevented practical
work for their growth, and the in-
attention of the authorities in this
regard has made the number of
these children rise to 6 million.

These shortcomings and poor
living conditions have caused that
there would be no guarantee for

the children’s future and they still
undergo difficult times amid grow-
ing poverty in the country.

While these children must get
educated at such an age, they
should not be saddened by mak-
ing a piece of bread. These re-
views take place, while the coun-
try’s officials in their speeches and
meetings always claimed that chil-
dren and adolescents are the fu-
ture makers and heirs of the coun-
try. But their compassion and
kindness towards these children
is weak, and constructive mea-
sures should be taken regarding
these future builders and deter-
mine their fate.

Masouda Qarizada


